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PREFACE 



TO THK 



FOURTH VOLUME. 



-T OR the very honourable and extensive Patronage this Work 
has experienced, the Editors have endeavoured to evince their 
gratitude by labouring with the greatest diligence to collect 
important information, connected with its objects; and in this 
they flatter themselves they have succeeded to the satisfaction of 
•every class of their Readers. In the United Kingdom, the 
circulation of it has greatly increased since the Editors had the 
honour to address their Readers on the conclusion of the Third 
Volume, notwithstanding the regular and irregular Quacks have 
been active in exerting their ingenuity to prejudice the Public 
against it, particularly the Traders in Draughts — a traffic which 
a diffusion of a knowledge of medicine, is not calculated to 
promote. — ^The opposition of such men the Editors regard as 
highly complimentary. The Editors have also the gratification 
to find that the demand for the Work in France, Germany, 
Holland, America, and the East and West Indies, have pro- 
portionably increased, so that, at this time, with respect to 
number, and thc^ trust also with respect to the importance of 
matter, it takes the lead of all the periodical works on Science 
in this Country. 

The present Volume, tlie Editors flatter themselves, contains 
an account of many important discoveries and communications 
of great practical utility. The works — of Dr. Bateman on 
Typhus Fever, Mr. Mansford on Epilepsy, Mr. La Beaume on 
Galvanism and the Air-pump Bath, Majendie on Gravel, 
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Stephenson on morbid irritability of the Eye, and of Dr. Dickin- 
son on the Yellow Fever, — the communications on the Rheuma- 
tic Inflammation of the Eye by Mr. Wardrop, on Deafness by 
Mr. Wright, on the Virtues of Cubebs, the antiseptic Properties 
of the Pyrolignous Acid, Cases of Small Pox by Mr. Gaitskell, 
Cases of Dropsy from inflammatory excitement of the Arterial 
System cured by Bleedmg, on the Treatment of Epilepsy, and 
the Testimonies in favour of the inspissated white juice of 
the Garden Lettuce, Dr. Hutchinson's Tonic Mixture, on the 
Treatment of Scirrhous Tumours, the Stramonium in Asthma and 
Pulmonary Consumption, a Description of a new Cupping-glass, 
are highly valuable. Dr. De Sanctis's Experiments and original 
Observations on Galvanism, open a new field for observation 
and enquiry, that may prove of infinite importance to medicine, 
particularly in developing more clearly the nature of the gal- 
vanic fluid, and an important office of the brain and nerves in 
the animal economy. Of the Doctor^s newly-invented galvanic 
apparatus, constructed on so simple a plan that the most igno- 
rant may use it, the Editors hope to be enabled to give a 
descriptipn in the Fiftieth Number. The Domestic and Agri- 
cultural departments they also flatter themselves are far from 
being destitute of interest When the Editors pledged them- 
selves in their Prospectus to give an analysis of all the adver- 
tised nostrums, and to descant on their merits, tliey were fully 
aware that they were about to attack a nest of hornets. For three 
years this class bore the exposition of their traffic with a degree 
of philosophy which the Editors attributed to their conviction 
of the justness of their comments, and tlie accuracy of their 
chemical analyses. The philosophy of this respectable part of 
the community seems to be on the declme. — One proprietor of 
a patent medicine has summoned up sufficient cout*age to prose- 
cute the \yriter for a libel, and to proceed for damages for the 
injury he has sustained. In the prosecution of this cause, the 
Editors hope the worthy gentleman will persevere, for be has 
placed them in the enviable situation of defemters of the public. 
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The Editors have pleaded a justification, and the question of 
guilt they hope will be referred to a jury. The law of libel, as 
laid down by the late Lord EUenborough, is^ in many respects, 
a very proper one. It was never his Lordship's intention to 
protect unworthy conduct, or a trade evidently injurious to so- 
ciety, when he brought it forward ; nor did the Legislature intend 
to deter a man from the exposition of impositions which he had 
detected. Whoever reflects on the truth being a libel, wiien it 
tends to render a man ridiculous, as it regards medicine, will find 
it an improper law, inasmuch as it militates against the best inte- 
rests and welfare of the community. Opinions in medicine are 
not like opinions in the other professions, and the trade of reme- 
dies is very different* to other trades. The opinions of medical 
writers, and the nostrums of quacks, are fraught with danger 
to life: thousands have fallen victims to plausible theories, and 
millions to the false promises of quacks. Hence, the man who 
speedily and fiilly acquaints the public with the baneful quality 
of a .nostrum, and the dishonest views of the proprietor, dis- 
charges an important duty to his fellow creatures. — Better one 
should be made the sport of his erroneous opinions and false 
promises, than thousands should perish. The exposure of 
regular and irregular Quackery, is the most unpleasant part of 
the duty of the Editors ; they have voluntarily embarked in if, 
and no threats of prosecutions shall deter them from its exe- 
cution. 



171, Piecadiify, 
DecembtT 28, 1819. 
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X YPHUS.— Dr. Bateman, Phjsicjan to the public Diapensary, and 
consulting Physician to the Fever Instition^ in London, having directed 
his attention lor a series of jears to the phenomena and oianagement 
of Fever and the Epidemic, p^enerallj termed Typhus j which has lat^/ 
prevailed in London and in different parts of the United Kingdooiy 
particularly^ Dublin and Cork, has thought it his duty oB retiring from 
active practice of the honorary appointment which the Governors of 
the Fever Institution conferred upon him, while the impressions of 
recent observations were fresh in his metnoi^, to communicate to the 
medical pro^ssion the results of his experience. The doctor consider^ 
the Epidemic Fever of London to be of the same nature as the Pesti* 
lentiai Putrid Fevers which committed such dreadful ravages in this 
country about two centuries ago, and that, for its comparative mild- 
ness, we are indebted to the improtrements of the moderns in all th^ 
arts, of life, which conduce to the prevention and mitigation of febrile 
diseases. The source of the Epidemic he ascribes to a deficiency of 
nutriment, and conceives that the most copious evidence has demon- 
etrated, that putrid effluvia, closeness of Jh^ habitations of the indi- 
genty uncleanliness and accumulated filth ip the lanes and alleys, are 
not capable of generating Fever^ for, says be, these supposed causes 
continue all seasons, while Epidemic Fever appears but rarelif. In 
some crowded cities, indeed, m which pfyocrty and wcmt prevail more 
extensivelv and continually among the lower classes than io Londoun 
as in Dublin, Cork, and some of the populous towns of the sister , 
kingdom, the same Fever generally prevails, and in seasons of dearth 
' rages to an extent unknown in this metropolis ; for here, in times of 
scarcity, the subsistence of the pfor is more effectually provided for, 
and it remains for rears together exempt from Fever. 

The Epidemic tnus oriffioating from defective nourishment of the 
kody, the D^ ctor is satisfied is propogated by the morbid exhalaUcms 
and secretions which accumulate about the patient, and j^arlicularly 
in the bedding and clothing; but to excite the disease even lo a person 
predisposed to it, it must be applied in a conpentrated atajte, for*by 
dilution with^e^A atmospheric air it is rendered inert. It has been 

Coved on the most satis&ctory evidence, that the apartment occupied 
the sick may be rendered perfectly innocuous by fcee ventiU^on. 
£[ven the plague, which is generally considejred to be highly contagi* * 
ous, the Doctor is of opinion, is propagated only by dogfe approxima* 
tion to the diseased. In corroboration of the concision of the aon« 
oonveyance of contagion to the smallest distance in a pto*^ atmosphere, 
the Doctor adds the foUpwiag facj^ which he has Hscertained by lux- 
teen years experience in the London House of Recovery : << that the 
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body of the diseased, kept neat and clean, is not so liable to impress 
the taint as his late wearing apparel, dirty linen, or any uncleanliness, 
long kept in that Impure state. These last contain a more certain, 
more ooncentratedy and more contagious poison than the newly emitted 
effluvia or excretions from the sick." Heat the Doctor supposes to 
be the most powerful destroyer of contagion, or the morbia effluvia, 
in the clotUng. Dr. Lind asserts, from his own experience, ^^ that the 
• beat ottL close cot^med fire, or of an oven, is a destroying power which 
no infection whatever can resist." 

Whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the presence or 
absence of inflammation^ at the commencement of Fever, the Doctor's 
lonff experience has fuUy satisfied him, <^ that the recurrence of more 
or less of inflammatorjf excitement^ general and local, in the course of 
its subsequent progress, is the chief object of apprehension, and the 
great source or danger; and that the only practicable means of obvi- 
ating this event, or speedily abridging tne term of the disease, are 
such as subdue other inflammatory disorders. The opportunity of 
administering remedies on the first or second day of Fever, while any 
ciiiUiness continues^ and before some degree of excitement has bejgun, 
rarely occu^ in a public hospital; but the prompt eva6uation of the 
stomach and bowels should, in the Doctor's opinion, be the first ex-' 
pedient under all circumstances. A scruple or Ipecacuan he has found 
the best emetic. If a grain of ^etic tartar be added to it, it will 
also act as an aperient ; but as this frequently acts with violence, the 
Doctor thinks ^< it better to follow up tne Ipecacuan by five grains of 
Calomel with six or eight of Jalap." In some young persons, with a 
snild attack, he has seen these, prompt evacuations speedily to reduce 
the Fever. An aperient, unless preceded by an emetic^ he found to 
produce little or no beneilcial efiect When heat and drvness of the 
skin have succeeded the chills, the pulse has become quicK, and beats 
with a smarter stroke, and the headache and restlessness have in- 
creased, indicating the stage of excitement, by mor0 active measures 
the duration of the disease may be shortened, more especially if re- 
sorted to on the third, fourth, fifth, or even on the sixth aay. Of these 
the extraction of blood and cold affusion are the principal. The ap- 
plication of cold water, by means of a sponge^ the Doctor has found 
more beneficial than by the showefS-bath or the bucket, in idl periods 
of the disease, but more signally so within the first week. Whenever 
the skin is dry and hotter tnan natural, the face, arms, and trunk mav 
be sponged with cold water (to wbich vinegar may be added), w!lh 
considerable advantage. The Doctor found this practice speedily to 
reduce the temperature of the body, and to be extremely grateful to 
the sensations of the patient (relieving his thirst and abating the rest- 
lessness, &c.), and to be frequently followed by a quiet slumber and 
gentle perspiration. The morbid heat and irritation often returns, but 
a repetition of the sponging is followed by the same beneficial changes, 
and may be resorted to according to the rule, whenever the skin is not 
jmd dry. With respect to bleedung, the Doctor observes, ^< I believe 
there are few Physicians who, like myself commenced their profes- 
sional career impr^sed with the doctrines Uiat prevailed in the schools 
at the dose of the past century, in which the terror of debility w9t 
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oertainlj predominaot, wbo will not acknowledge that mbsequent 
practice has been a continued struggle between the prejudices of edu- 
cation and the staring conviction of opposing facts, which were conti- 
Anall;^ forcing themselves on their observation ; and that they have more 
especially been compelled to a gradual but material change in their 
views respecting the use of the lancet, not only in Fever but other dis- 
eases." The Doctor is fnllv << conscious of the extent to which his own 
practice has been cramped by this prgudice, and of the reluctance with 
which he had admitted the evidence of his senses, till freauent repeti- 
tions^ and the sanction of other authorities, had rendered it irresistible/' 
His testimony on this point cannot therefore be deemed the result of 
haste or temerity. Few opportunities occurred among the patients of 
the House of Recovery of employing this remedv before the sixth day, 
but several patients had been bled previous to admission, m oil of whom 
the head'oche had been either removed or greatly relieved bu the loss of 
blood; and though the fever did not immediately terminate, it was 
always evidently abridged in its duration, and afterwards exhibited no 
nn&vourable -symptoms. He lately witnessed the complete and im- 
mediate extinction of the fever in two cases (not in the House of Re« 
covery) by a single blood-lettinff. In the one it was resorted to on the 
fourth^ and the other on the fifth day. The head in both was consi- 
derably affected with threatening deltrium, but the pain and intellec- 
tual disturlmnce were instantaneously removed, and the patients left 
their beds in two days. "With respect to the circumstances under which 
bleedinff may be proper, the Doctor observes, ^ it seems to me that, if 
on the uiird or fourtn day the head-ache is acute; or if, without severe 
bead-ache, there is much watchfulness, a hurry of thought, and rapidity 
of speech, and an unusual sensibility to lifi^ht, especially if the pulse 
be 1 10 or 190, such symptoms mark a condition of the brain bordering 
on inflammatory action, and that blood-letting is the most prompt and 
effectual mode of anticipating the morbid changes which are likely to 
follow, and which sometimes come on so suddenly as to iniict an irre- 
mediable injury in that delicate organ." This often occurs even by 
the ninth or tenth day, or sooner; and it too often happens that no 
alarm is taken till this unconquerable evil is already produced. A 
few leeches, or a small cupping, are frequently resorted to under these 
circumstances; but the Doctor has often witnessed the partial relief 
which they produced, and their fiiilure, even when used early, to pre- 
vent the suDseqnent bad symptoms, and still more entirely to arrest 
tiiem when they had begun. Very little observation of the compara- 
tive efficacy of the extraction of even a small quantity of blood when 
taken freely, and at once from a well-opened vein, and by its slow and 
more partial exudation from the bites of leeches, or under the cupping* 

5 lass, will be sufficient to convince any practitioner of the great and 
edded saperiority of the former. 

Four ounces of blood taken from a lar^e orifice in the arm, the 
Doctor has found to produce more essential benefit, than twice the 
quantity dribbling away after either of these operations. If the earl^ 
•ymptoms should not indicate a necessity of bleeding, the Doctor re- 
commends the same principle to be followed in a minor degree. No 
appearance of languor or debility sbould^induce even a disposition to 
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swerve from a steady pursuit of a low diet and antipUogtstic medi- 
cines, because the physical energies of the patient cannot, in that stage, 
have been materially reduced, or even partially exhausted. If the 
patient be of a plethoric habit, or even if the sanguiferous system be 
not evidently overloaded, bleedings, in our opinion, should precede the 
exhibition of an emetic, for the determination of blood to the head, 
which takes place durinff the operation of an emetic, not unfrequently 
disturhs the functions of the brain, and thus accelerates the stage of 
excitement. After bleeding, we have frequently found vomiting, ex- 
cited by emetic Tartar[and Ipeoacuan, to remove every symptom of the 
disease. The extraction of blood from the temporal artery we have 
also found to succeed better than from a vein of the arm. 

The Doctor recommends the bowels to be regularlv evacuated, 
on every alternate day, by means of calomel, with a little jalap, rhu- 
barb, or Epsom salt. The saline mixture, with two drachms of Min- 
dererus's bpirit, the Doctor has found to operate gently as an aperient, 
and that he thinks sufficient to constitute the principal medical treat* 
ment, unless some pressing symptom requires attention. The exhi- 
bition of camphor, etheread spints, aromatic confection, and every 
description of cordial, or tonic medicines, and more particularly Peru- 
vian hBtrk, he condemns, whatever the supposed indications of debility 
may be. Such symptoms he has uniformly found to be aggravated 
by those remedies, by their augmenting the degree of excitement on 
which they depena. 

The same cooling treatment he recommends to be pursued in all 
that relates to the domestic management of the patient, to the state 
of his apartment and bed, and to the kind and quantity of drink and 
nutriment. It is also of importance to maintain the purity and cool- 
ness of the air of the room, fQr which purposes, a free ventilation is 
proper. The latter objects are materialljr promoted by removing the 
curCains of the bed^ and by lightly covering the patient ; indeeo, the 
bed-clothes should be reduced as much as possible consbtent with the 
feelings, of the patient, which, in common, is a good guide for its 
regulation. The Doctor deprecates the common practice of intro- 
ducing camphor, aromatic vinegar, and other fragrant substancas, or 
odorimrous fumigations, into the patient's room, they having, as he 
oonceives, not the smallest influence in destroying contagious or offen- 
sive effluvia. Aromatic substances, as we have noticed in a former 
Number, may cover offensive effluvia, but can have no salutary effect 
in rendering them inert ; but vinegar , we are satisfied, acts chamcalbf 
on the matter of contagion, so as to render it innocent. During 
winter, the Doctor recommends the drink to be taken cwd^ and in 
summer cold. In the latter season he has found ice^ or icedjlmds^ to 
be very palatable, and he has allowed them to be freely used in the 
house of recovery. To rennet- whey he is also partial, because it 
is both oleasant and nutritious, the latter of which is of importancCi 
the whole nourishment during the period of excitement being con- 
fined to fluids. Gh*uel, barley- water, mild preparations of arrow- 
root, sago, rice with milk, strawberries, and the mild acid fruits, he 
•ays should constitute the whole diet, excluding even the animal broths 
and jellies till som^ indication of convaleseence appears. The use of 
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opiates daring the first and second stafes of the disease, he has {band 
decidedly injurious, by disturbing the brain, and conttijiating the 
bowels ; but it does not appear that he has given the henbane (which 
has lately been much recommended in this fbver) a trial. This remedy 
does not constipate the bowels, and, by allaying morbid irritation, we 
have found it very beneficial even in the first stage of the disease, after 
the use of the lancet, and operation of an emetic. The application of 
cloths dipped in cold water, with a little ether, to the shaven scalp, as 
recommended by us in an early Number, he has found very beneficial. 
He speaks also in decided terms of the salutary effects of a blister, 
applied (under any circumstance of a disturbance of the brain) to the 
upper part of the nape of the neck, which he prefers to the scalp. 

in tne later period of fever, when the symptoms, clearly mark itv 
character and aanger, are apparent, which occur about the ninth or 
tenth day, the Doctor recommends the cooling and evacuating treat- 
ment to be continued. £ven when the disturbance of the brain is 
iDconsiderabley not exceeding occasional confusion on waking, or slight 
wanderings in the night, yet, if it be rather on the increase, and if the 
pulse continue frequent, at more than 180, with the slightest sharpness 
in its feeble stroke, the tongue become parched and brownish and 
cannot be steadily protruded, and if the strength be manifestly re- 
duced, the voice feeble, and the skin rather dry, appearances usually 
considered as indicative of lowness and failing of powers, still the 
Doctor does not hesitate to assert, that this condition is to he relieved 
by moderate evacuations, and will be infallibly aggravated and carried 
on into picking of the bed-clothes, twitching of the tendons, mutter- 
ing, and ultimately to death, by cordial and tonic treatment, unless its 
eTOcts are counteracted by some extraordinary effort of the system. 
The apparent debility being the result of an oppressing cause, which, 
being removed, the system recovers by its own power, and that thif 
cause is a state approximating to inflammation of the brain, the eon^* 
dition of its membranes after death, and the manifest benefit of mode- 
rate evacuations, local or general^ which the Doctor has witnessed, 
prove beyond dispute. There is no condition of fever whatever with 
one exception (a state of collapse in old subjects), in which the Doctor 
has not found large potations of wine, and the stronger liquors ex* 
tremefy deletereous; nor does he conceive that twitchings of the ten-* 
dons, picking of the bed-clothes, and a tremulous tongue, are essentially 
the concomitants of debility, or b^ any means to indicate the use of a 
cordial or tonic. They are distinctly, he conceives, symptomatic of 
irritation of the brain. Whether general bleeding may be safely em- 
ployed or repeated at this period of the disease, when the physical 
powers are necessarily exhausted from the want of sleep and nourish- 
ment, is a question which his experience will not allow him to decide, 
liaving never ventured on it under such circumstances ; but he has 
seen sack constant benefit from the extraction of blood by means of 
leechef to the temples, and from the application of a blister to the 
nape of the neok, that he has trusted principally to them. 

On the means of prevention, or of checking the progress of the 
fever^ we find nathiBg new* Those on which he places most depend- 
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ance we have noticed in some of our early Nambers, a8 nitrous fumi- 
gation, the oxymuriatic acid, &c. 

In g:ivinff the history, &c. of this epidemic, Dr. Bateman, highly to 
his credit, lias avoided all hypothetical speculations and controversial 
discussions, and, like the man of real science, desirous to communicate 
useful information for the benefit of the community, has confined his 
attention to points of real practical importance, — to the svmptoms and 
their changes, to the operation of the remediea which he employed, 
and to the appearances of oreanic derangement it has lef>. 

The method of treating a disease, which is the grand object of me- 
dical investigation, requires no extended detail or elaborate elucida- 
tion. The progress in improvements, which a judicious practitioner 
will probably effect, will be to simplify his plans, to diminish rather 
than to add to the number of his remedies, and to reduce the indica- 
tions of cure to a few obvious principles. Fever is a disease which 
particularly admits of this simplification of treatment, the indications 
oeing less obscure than in many other diseases, and the operation of 
remedies clear, and often effective. 

Nearly all the medical works that have lately issued from the press, 
are entitled Practical^ to induce the public to suppose that they detail 
the results of the authors' practice in the diseases on which they treat. 
Scarcely one besides Dr. Bateman*H Treatise is justly entitled to that 
distinction. If medical writers were to follow Dr. Bateman's exam- 
ple, by honestly detailing the results of their observations and prac^ 
tice, medicine would soon be placed on so respectable a foundation 
as to secure the entire confidence of the public, a cdkifidence which 
alone is necessary to abolish for ever the disgraceful and dangerous 
trade of quackery. 

Our readers will find, on referring to the observations we have oc- 
casionally made on the treatment, &c. of the fever which has lately 
prevailed in London, that we differ in opinion with Dr. Bateman 
only on the contagious nature of the disease, a point on which we are 
not' settled. It is decidedly for the benefit of the public, that Dr. Bate- 
man's opinion that it is contagious, should generally prevail, because 
it inculcates the propriety of attending to cleanliness and ventilation, 
precautions which not only greatly contribute to the recovery of the 
patients, but secure others against the malady. 

GALVANISM. — The commendations the article on Galvanism in 
Dr. Brewster's £ncycIopcedia received from those who were .compe- 
tent to estimate its merits, have induced the writer of it (Dr. Bostodc, 
of London) to -reprint it with such additions and corrections, which 
further experience and observations have enabled him to make. This 
highly interesting branch of natural philosophy may be defined, a 
series of electrical phenomena, in which the electricity is developed 
without friction, and where a chemical action evidently takes pmoe 
between some of the articles that are employed. Dr. Bostock has 
arranged the subject into two divisions, the first comprehends an his- 
torical account of the discoveries that have been successively made 
from the time Galvani first published the results of his experiments ; 
and the second, the principal theoriesand hypotheses that have appear- 
ed in explanation of its phenomena. Witn respect to the essential 
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difference between galvanism and electricity, a subject which still 
occupies much of the attention of the philosophical world, Dr. Bostock 
conceives it to be ascertained, that in the production of the former a 
chemical action takes place, which is not necessarjir in the latter : we 
must therefore next inquire, in what way this chemical change of the 
substances impart to the electricity that particular state or modification 
which is stjled galvanic. With reo^ard to the nature of this chanse, 
experimentalists generally neree : as to the metals it consists, in the 
oxidation of that metal which possesses the strongest attraction for 
oxjgene: and with respect to the fluid, interposed between the metals, 
it consists in its decomposition, the oxygenous part being attracted to 
the most oxidable metal, and the alkaline to that which is the lea^ 
oxidable. Although there are various galvanic combinations into 
which only one metal enfers, or even some entirely without metals, 
yet as the most powerful and complete circle is that which consists of 
two metals with a fluid interposed, the Doctor confines bis illustration 
to this form of apparatus. He considers it as proved by a number of 
experiments, which have been stated in the first part of this article, 
that electricity, |^ it is evolved by the diflTerent galvanic combinations, 
always exist in what has been termed a state of low intensilj/ : and that 
to whatever extent the ^apparatus is increased, and however power- 
fully it acts, still the intensity is but little augmented. It 19, however, a 
doubtful point of theory upon what the intensity of electricity depends, 
or in what it precisely consists. Some writers have ascrited it to a 
greater or less concentration of the fluid ; some to a difference in the 
velocity of its motion or in ihe strength of its affinity to the surrounding 
bodies; and others io its containing a greater or less portion of ca« 
loric. For the present we must rest satisfied by admitting the fact of 
the low intensity, as manifested by the phenomena without being able 
to explain its cause. The Doctor next proceeds to inquire, whether 
there be any circumstances in the different methods of exciting or pro- 
ducing electricity by the machine or the pi/e respectively, whidi should 
cause the 'first to develope the fluid in a higher, and the latter in m 
lower state of intensity. 

When we employ the machine, the electricity that we procure 
appears to be in a highly elastic state, its particles are strongly repul* 
sire of each other, and at the same time not disposed to enter into a 
permanent union with other bodies. The galvanic electricity which 
we procure firom the pile is more readily united to other bodies, and 
has a tendency to form new combinations with them, which is^ to 
powerful as to counteract some of the strongest chemical affinities. 
At the same time, it exhibits less of what may be called mechanical 
action : its partides are less repulsive of each other ; its mo- 
tions appear less rapid ; it causes less commotion in its passage 
from one body to another; and although its ultimate effects are 
more powerful, it seems to act with less violence. The one may 
be compared to a small quantity of an agent highly concen- 
trated ; the other to a larger quantity, but in a state of greater di- 
lution. The phenomena of electricity, as excited by the common ma- 
cMne, depend upon the attraction and repulsjon of the electric fluid. 
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and its passage from one body to another ; wbile the most important 
« actions of galvanic electricity result fipom the chemical changes thai it 

produces in tfie composition of bodies. The excitation of commoa 
electricity is not necessarily attended with any permanent alteration in 
the state of the substances that are employed in producing it. It is 
usually developed by the mechanical aid of friction ; and tlie same ap- 
paratus may continue to be employed for an indefinite Ipitgtb of time. 
friction, on the contrary, has no effect in the' production of galvanic 
electricity ; it requires a chemical change in some part of the ap- 
paratus ; and the individual parts which have been employed in gene- 
tating it acquire new properties, and are incapable of any further gal- 
Tanic action. 

/ On the difference existing between galvanism and electricity, Mr. 

} .Allan in a recent communication observes, '^ in electricity we contrive 

by mechanical means to collect the loose and uncombined quntity 
from the earth and surrounding medium, and this we do in circum- 
ttances in which it has nothing to act upon, as free from moisture of 
any kind as possible ; in fact, from every thing readily soIuHIp in heat 
or in this power. I would therefore (he says), defina electricity to he 
the object of science, which treats of the mechanical and natural means 
of separating this grand agent from some of its combinations, and of 
ascettattiing its actions in this state.** 

*< In galvanism, on the other hand, this solvent power, this electric 
fire is produced in circumstances in which it has substances to act upon ; 
substances which are most readily dissolved in it ; substances, in fact, 
which seem to form the grand medium between this power and passive 
substnncesj and which are partially dissolved in it. And hence I define 
galvanism as the electric tire, or erand agent, on\y partiallj/ separated 
from its combinations ; by which 1 refer principally to oxygen and 
hydrogen." After illustrating this principle, by referring to the cir« 

^ cumstances in which the chemical agencv of galvanism appears more 

conspicuous than that of electricity, he adds, ^* thus we perceive, that, 
yifhen the grand agent cf nature is more perfectly separated from its 
combinations, it is. electricity ; when partially separated, galvanism.*' 
It may be said that many of the observations ana concludions both of 
* Dr. Bostock and Mr. Allan are founded upon hypothesis : it must, 
however, be allowed that their hypotheses are very plausible and ap- 
proaching near to facts. Compared to the reasonine^ of former times, 
wlien science, like the opinions of some of the physicians of the present 
day, (dealers in abstractions and inventions) was mere flight of fancy, 
they are satisfactory. 

On the medicinal effects of galvanism the Doctor is very concise, 
probably in consequence of not having given it a sufficient trial. From 
its peculiar action on the nervous system, or on the muscles of a timb 
when applied to the principal nerve, he did expect that much benefit 
would nave been denved from it in paralytic and cHher nervous affec- 
lions, and from some opinions of the nature of spasmodic asthma lately 

Sublished by Dr. Philip of Worcester, and results of his experiments, 
e has still reason to hope that galvanism will be found a powerful a^^ent 
in the cure of diseases. The(n*actttbner who is so far capable of thinking 
for him as to look for the cause of a disease beyond the stomach and 
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liver, and is acquainted vitli the importance of the nerrous system in 
the animal economy, that the muscles derive their power of acting, the 
different organs of the chest and abdomen of performing^ their functions 
from it, will be satisfied that a fluid, capable of invigorating this 
system, and thereby increasing flie temperature of the body, and con^ 
sequently, its vitality, cannot but prove a most powerful auxiliary to 
medicine in cases of direct debility. Mr. La Beaume, to whom we are 
indebted for many valnable communications on the medicinal eflects of 
^Ivanism, is now giving it an extensive trial in this metropolis, in 
disenses originating in general and local debility of the nervous system, 
and from the results which we have witnessed, we are inclined to prog* 
nosticate that it will supersede the nse of mercury in aflScctions of the 
stomach, &c. dependant on nervous debility. ' 

In our next number we intend to give a few cases to illustrate the 
beneficial effects of this new practice. 

SMALL* POX. — Dr. Bent of Derby, has published an account of 
an eruptive disease which, since the spring of 1816, has been veryge* 
neral in that county, which he has 'distinguished by the name of J^* 
ikmic Varioloid Disease. He contends that it is not the genuine small- 
pox. That it differs'from chicken-pox in duration, severity, and con^ 
sequences. That it is not small-pox modified by the influende of cow- 
pox, because the symptoms are the same in those who have not had 
the cow-pox,as in those who have, and that cow-pox has an imperfl^t, 
if any, influence in arresting it, and that in several instances the disease, 
has attacked children who had rcce//f(^ recovered from cow-pox. — ^Not* 
withstandino^ his declaration, that the disease is not small-pox modi- 
fied by cow-pox, this accurate observer of the distinguishing charac- 
ters of diseases^ very consistently inquires^ *^ May not the contagion of 
small-pox, after having been introduced into the system of an indi- 
vidual, or a succession of individuals who are under, the pro^fcZ/ton of 
cow-pox, have its qualities so changjed ksto.allow of its bropagatins' a 
disease in others yVee^m cow-pox infldeoce, similar to that 1^ which 
it was itself produced ?'" If this conjecture should ^ove well Ibunded, 
the Doctor observes, the prevailing disease may be deemed a new variety 
of small-pox ! — He notices what he considers to be a v&y'-curioas cir- 
cumstance which occurred at the village of St)ondon, where the great 
part of the children and young people have been aflft^ted with this 
epidemic varioloid disease, viz. << that the family of a mdst respectable 
surgeon residing there (12 or 13 in number), who have beert exposed 
to Ae contagion of this supi)68ed neifv' disease in evety possible wavj 
and yet have not one of them been afi^ted with it, and that be has in 
consequence been charged hyik^ vulgar with having inoculated their 
&roilies with bad matter, at 'the same time he prikured good^or his 



own." 



A correspondent at Derby, on whose integrity and jud|;ment fiill 
reliance may be placed, informs us, that'this supposed new dis^iise, this 
epidemic varioloid of Dr. Bent, is small-pox modified by cow-pox in- 
fluence,.and that it differs in no respect to the cases of small-pox, dub- 
sequent to cow-pox, which have occurred in London and different 
Earts of the country ; that genuine small-pox, with all its characters, 
as been produced ny inoculation with the matter taken from a pus- 
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tide of ibis suppptad np9 4is^8^» oo^ iostaoce oF wh^cb we bave bad ao 
opportunit? of wita^singi and thatsome caae^bave occurred in wbicb the 
eruptioQ did not adirance to suppttration in subjects who had not 
\>een vaccinatedi but those cases oimildaess were as comnion anterior^ 
as tbej^ baye been sHhsequ^nt) to the introduction of vaccination. He 
fidds, that the effluvia from the liiogs and bodj of those affefted with 
ihi$ supposed new disease, possess the same odour as that attendant on 
genuine sniall-pox, which has ever been considered bj professional 
men pf experience to distineoish small-pox from anj^ other eruptive 
disease : a circnmstimce whicn Dr. Bent bds not thought proper to 
iioti^ ! l^The case is^ Dr. Bent has been so warm an advocate for 
vaccination that be has blindly opposed everj &ct that had a tendency 
to shake the confidence of the public in its preventive powers. The 
4J)pctqr*s idea, that the eruption after the cow-pox, which has been 
generally pronounced to be modified small-pox, is a $iew diaease, and 
ppnsequentlj pot affecting the reputation of cow-pox as a preventative 
of am^Upox, has been hailed as a most important discovery by the 
inieftsied sopporjterf of cow-pox, who flatter themselves that it mav 
Jfeep it alive a few years longer* So nnmerous are the cases of small- 

S»x after cow-poX; that have occurred in every village in this country, 
at we believe there is not a respectable practitioner in it who will 
S renounce it to be a certain preventive aptinst small-ipox: contagion. 
!ven Dn Bent himself, after defending it against stubnorn facts, ad- 
mits that he has been much afloni^hed at the results of receni observa- 
tions ! Our correspondent at (ke H^fp^e informs us, tlmt small-pox has 
faged in that city and other places in Holland with unusual violence, 
and thiit cow-pox has secured very f^w firbm its ravages. . The reports 
we have received firom Italy apd Germany are, pn the contrary, highly 
in fiivour of vaocioation^ eft^pug^ the matter iff whick the disease is 
kept up in thoee oountnm» as well as in HoDaiid, was originally ob- 
tained firom Bngland* To what circumstance^ then, are its diflferent 
effects to be attributed ? We are in the same situation as the sui|;eon at 
Spondop, faaviw a laige fiunily who bave^ gone through vaccmation, 
and, although fifteen veara have elapaed since 9ome received it, they 
have all rraisted fmeIl*pox infection, exposed as t|iey have been re- 
peatedly to it. A few woo were vaccinated witb thp ^atne matter have 
recently been affected witb small-pox. 

Doctor Monro, jun. -of Edinburgh, has latelv published some obser- 
vations on small-jpox and cow-poj:, ip which he endeavours to prove, 
that the preventive powers of the latter do no^ wear out In order 
that the public mny enjoy all the advantages of thi^ cow?pox, he pro- 
poses thai the le|;islatare should imoose a law to ^obroe the universal 
adoption of eow-pox, in which case be thinks that sBluJ(l-jpox would die 
awm for want of subjects for its propa^tion 1 The opinion and sug- 
giestions of apbyfician who, as n practitioner, is scarcely knpwn. in the 
' ci(y in which he resides, aiid oonse^uently, l^s had no opportunUy of 
ascertaining the real merits of vaccmation, can bl^ve Uttl^, if anyt in- 
, i^oenoe op th^ minds of the thinking part of the medical profession. 

TIC DOUIXMJftSUX^Doctor^ieslie pf Ppntesford, in Shrop- 
ahii%init repent oofnipmicfilion states, tbnt duriiy a residenq^ o^ tfn 
f am m India and Pimiay he bad many oppprtppitii»t of 9^qg t|iis 
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in ftte Worsl state ; it beiog very prevmleDl amng Uie vetjvei 
0f those eouBlries. la such cases be al wajrs prescribed prepared caW 
inel and opiam (two grains of the former ana half a grain of the latter 
three times a^j in the Ibrm of i^ pill) generallj wi^ success. Aftef 
the moafh became slightlj affected, he mdom observed the d|sea^ Uf 
Gontinoe; but lif most tiises ipelief was obtained befor? six dosps were 
taken. The Doctor adds^ that since be has resided in this coiuatry h? 
has had recourse to the same practice in several, c^seji with similar 
results. He notices on0 ease that bad resisted other remedies^ which 
he efiectually cured by this treatment. Mercurv without opium has 
had a very fkir trial in this disease in London, aaa when it has aflected 
the mouthy the sufferings of the patients were uniforifl^ aggravated, 
a consequence which we suspect the addition of opium will not 
prevent. 

EXTRACTION OF A STONE FROM THE iSXi^t StAp- 
D£R. — Df. Calvin Conant, an American physician, has puUisheda 
case in which he slieeeedcd in evtracting a stone froin the male bladder 
bj a method entirely new. The.patient was ^oa^ fifteen jears of age ; 
he bad for a loiig time suffi^red mqnent sappreasioa of urinc> in con- 
,8equeo(5e of the pressure .df a stoi^ on the internal aperture of the 
prostate gland. Dr. C. furnished himself with a veir nne siIveT-^.ire 
about twenty inch^ lodt, made elastic by being trequentt^ drawn 
through ft wire plate without being annealed. He tb^n drilled two 
holes throng^ th^ point of a c^ljieter, upon thp cmyek part^ about one 
eighth of an inch asunder, throuueh whidi the eikos of tne wire passed^ 
brimtinf tbein oilt at the end of the catheter. The ends of the jfiik 
.graf^ated into spaces of a quarter ofan indh ^aclu by woich he could 
judge of the size, and in soiipe d^ree of thexorip of the stone. HayiM 
introduced tfaie catheter, add ^nlooped the stone* mhich. was done with 
little difficultly he escamincd the acale^ apd found onc^ inf h and a quar- 
ter of the Wire wae iakm up in s^rvounding it« The siteatiQH of it 
was chiiteed until it W&e found that it enclosed in such .^ mminer ^B to 
occupy the greatest length. of loop^ which.was one inch and seVei)- 
eighttei Having drawn the finds of the wire verv tight, to keep 0ie 
stone firmljT end^Md ia the locfv Dr. C, proceeded with gc^ntle and 
varied rootipti to draw it through the nvethra,, which hfi acop|a)p|ish^d 
with little difliculfy or pain* No unpleasant symptom tollowed the 
operation. . » j " . 

TAKE WORM«— Surgeon Hartle, of the General Hospital of Ad- 
tignai, baa eahibiled the. oil of tnrpedtine in several ^ases of iape 
worm with compete :SODoes& In two eases he ordered a dose of two 
Dunoes (undilnted) to be administeifed) which, be says^ was not follow- 
ed* bv enjr Jneoavenieme* Th0. patients wer^ private soldiers^ who 
had been in the habit of tahing rom to a considerable extent, aidd 
could thenefiMPe bdUr a strong dose of a stimulant Mi:. Hai:tle bhsejves, 
tfiat he ^Hiod a birg^dose to j^^thfough the intestines umpire quickly. 
and less apt t6 eaeite irritation in the urinary passage^ than a small 

INFXiAMhlATORy JEXCITJEMENT OF SECRttlNp jkftM - 
BRAM£8| Sut^Df. Ros«»pet» ,a» Italian. physician.Jnfofin8 us that 
he had administar#d Iha distiUed water of the cortical pairt of Ihe bit(er 
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almond with tbe most decided advantage in cases of inflammatory ex« 
dtement of secreting^ surfeces, particularly of the windpipe, bronchial 
ramifications, the bladder and urethra, and in maoj irritative affections 
of the viscera, combined with such articles which attendant symptoms 
and state of constitution indicated. 

For inflammatory excitement of the windpipe and bronchial rami- 
fication, pulmonary consumption, and hooping cough, he generally 
employs tbe following form : 

Take of Distilled Water of the Bitter Almond - 7 ounces 
Mucilageof Gum Arabic - • . • 8 ounces 
Syrup of the Marshmallow Root - - 6 drachms 
Ipecacuan Wine - - • • - - 2 drachms 
Three table-spoonsful to be taken three or four times a-day . 
In cases of spasmodic asthma and chronic cough, he combines it 
Wifh an expectorant, as the following mixture : 

Take of Gum Ammoniac - - - - 1-| drachm 
Distilled Water of the Bitter Almond 7 ounces 
Syrnp of Tolu ----- f an ounce 
Mix. — Three table-spoonsful to be taken three times a-day. 
For irritative affections of the kidneys, bladder, urethra, and vagina, 
he recororoends the following composition : 

Take of Distilled Water of the Bitter Almond - 7 ounces 
I Compound Tragacanth Powder - - S drachms 

Mix. — Two or three table-spoonsful to be taken three or four times 

a-day. 

In cases of epilepsy and Saint Vitus's dance,* he has frequently ad- 
ministered this water with the most beneficial effects, comnined with 
Peruvian bark, in tbe following proportions : 

Take of PowderedPeruinan Bark (pale) - - 4 drachms 
Distilled Water of the Bitter Almond - 7 ounces 

JIix. — ^Three table-spoonsftil to be taken three times a-day. 

The Doctor adds, that he has also successfully employed this water 
aa an external application for inflammatory or super-irritative affections 
of the skin, after alterative lotions and ointments had totally failed. 
In cases of roughness or irritability of the skin, inflammatory pimples 
and preternatural redness, he recommends the water to be used instead 
of spring or soft water as a common wash. The diBtilled .water of the 
cortical part of the bitter almond containing a portion of the prussic 
acid, possesses no doubt the power of subduing morbid excitement of 
nerves f^r beyond that of opium or any of the soporific preparations of 
the pharmacopGeia, and therefore miay be advantageously employed in 
conjunction with other remedies in a variety of irritative diseases at- 
tended with inflammatory action. We hare lately witnessed the bene- 
ficial effects of the ointment of the pmssiate of mercury (noticed fa 
our SSth Number) in several chronic irritative diseases of the skin, 
scald head, and obstinate chilblain^, and we are now employing the 
prussx acid with every prospect of success in a case of tie douhuratx. 
An Italian physician residing in London informs us that the distiUed 
water of the bitter almond has been long held ih gpreat estimation by 
the most eminent physicians of Italjr, as an anti-ivritant, and that it is 
Tery generally employed by the ladies as a eoametic* 
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ARSENIC. — In an earljr number we bave spoken of tlie powers of 
charcoal in coonteracting the poisonous qualit)^ of ibis mineral when 
taken into the stomach. 

Mr. Tilloch has latelj published a case of a gentleman, who by mis- 
take bad swallowed a considerable quantity of arseniate of potash, in 
which the exhibition of finelj powdered charcoal succeeded in render* 
ing this potent poison inert. Twenty-five grains of white vitriol were 
first administered with the view of exciting vomiting. Slight sickness 
being onlj produced, the medical attendant continued to give, at short 
intervals, twelve grains more with half an ounce of powdered charcoal 
suspended in a tea-cup of water. No sickness however followed, the 
sense of heat and pricaing of which the patient had complained ceased, 
and the pulse became rqj^ular. The mixture of charcoal and water in 
the dose of a table-spooniul every fifteen minutes, and an ounce of castor* 
oil was also administered to open the bowels. After the operation of 
the castor-oil, he found himself free firom any unpleasant sensation in 
the stomach, thirst or fever, and was afterwards soon able to attend to 
his ordinary business* On this case the medical attendant makea the 
following remarks. 

That Uie charcoal was the only acent in counteracting the effects of 
the poison, and was the cause, togewer with the torpor of the stomach, 
of lua not puking from 37 grains oC white vitriol. 

That the dose of vitriol retained in the system must have produced 
an uncommon paroxysm of thirst, had it not been for the exhibition of 
charcoal; and therefore that all metallic oxides must be inert, when 
given with this medicine. 

That with a view of inverting the action of the stomach, vegetable 
emetics^ and not mineral, should be resorted to, such as oxyrael of 
squills, ipecacuanha, ajpocvnum, andros»mifoliom,ly^opodium, selago, 
and, above all, the distilled water of ranunculus flaromula, the opera- 
tion of which is said by Dr. Withering (a respeqlabie writer) to be 
immediate. 

Note. — ^There are two varieties of r. flammula, but both frequent 
the same soil, and consequently possess the same properties. The 
virtues of this plant (r. t.) ought to be investigated ; the sensiUe 
qualities are such as deserve attention ; and the name of Dr. Wither- 
ing ought to be sufficient to give it a place in the materia roedica. 

IGNITION OF WATER.— An apparatus called the American 
Water Burner has been invented by Mr. Morcy, of New Haqupihire, 
.who, after making, many experiments, and emploj^ing various com- 
bustible substances, as tar, resin, oii, &c. to mix with the steam, has 
brought his apparatus to perfection. The construction is verv simple : 
tar is intimately mixed with steam or vapour of water, and- made to 
issue, with a foiv^.. proportional to the pressure of the steam, from a 
small ^ui^ce, like that in the jet of a blow-pipe, and is there fired. 
The fiame,^ although the combustible substances issue from so small an 
orifice, is as large as that of a common smithes for^e, and. is accom- 
panied, with smoke: when this flame is directed against the. bricks in 
ihe back of a fire-place, they soon become heated to redness: if iron 
ortleel filiogs be thrown into the flame, they burn with a spar! " 
• brilUancy, similar to^ iron wire in oxygen g^s. 
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A ftrw emeriiDents ha^ been made 10 a8c«rti^ tke effect of steam 
on bvtfntng Dodiesy and to leam whether it probabW soffered deeompo^ 
sition when issuing, mixed with tar, from the jet of the water-burtter* 

If a jet of steam, issuing from a small uperture^ be thrown upon 
burning coal, its brightness is increased, if it be held at the distance of 
four or five inches froim the pipe throng which the steam passes ; but 
if it be held nearer, the coal is extinguished^ a circuhir black spot iirst 
appearing where the steam is thrown upon it. The steam does not 
appear to be decomposed in this experiment : the increased brightness 
of the coal is probably occasioned bj a current of atmospheric air pro* 
daced by the steam. 

. If the wick of a common oil lamp be raised so as to give off lafge 
columns of smoke, and a jet of steam be thrown info the Bame, it* 
brightness is a little increased, a>ld no gmoke ie throwti off. 

If spirits of turpentine be made to bom ori a wvck, the light produced 
is dull and reddisn, and a- large quantity of thick smoke is given off; 
but, if a jet of steam be thrown into the flame, its brightness is much 
increased; and if the experiment be cafefuHy conducted^ the smoke 
entirely disappears. 

If vapour or spirits of turpentine be made to iisue from a small ori- 
fice, and inflamed, it butns, giving off larg^ quantities of ftmoke ; but 
if a jet of steam be made to unite with the vapofUr, the smoke entirely 
disappears^ The same effect takes place if the Vapour of spirits of tur- 
•Dentine and of water t>e made to issue together from the san^e orifiti^ ; 
tfience the disappearing of the smoke caAnot be supposed to deperid ofi 
a current of atmospheric air. 

If the flame of a spirit-lamp be brouglrt in contact with a jet of^ 
steam, it disappears, and is extinguished at the poihts of contact) pi*if- 
•cisely as when exposed to strong blasts of air. 

Masses of iron of various sizes, and heated to vttribufe degreed itrotii 
redness to bright whiteness, were exposed to a jet of stelim ; na flam^ 
appeared, as was expected, but the iron was more rapidly oxidated 
where the ste&m came in contact with it than in other parts. It is 
pobable, if the water suffered decomposition in thid ^xpenm^ Md 
'rfthehydrdgen was inflamed, its flame might hot be obsc^ed wheti 
^M>ntra6ted with the heated iron, a body so Much more lumirtous. 

The operation of the water-burner, then, appear* to beiimplv thia: 
^— Tar, minutely divided, and inttmatel v n^ixed with steam, is inflamed ; 
•the beat of the flame, txAeA hry the affinity for oxygen of that portion of 
carbon which Would otherwise pass off in smoke, decofuposes the WA« 
ter^ and the carbon and oxygen unite ; the hydrogen of the Wftter, aaid 
probably of the far, expand on all sides (amd hence the fltitnb itt very 
krge) to meet the atmospheric bxygen ; Water ib recoinposed, and 
JMsses off in steam ; a degree of beat is pi^uced, no doubt, greater 
than that which is produced bv the combustion of the tar alone ; and 
this heat is equal to that evolved by the combustion of a quaailty of 
carbon which would otherwise form smoke. 

Thte invention Mr. Tillock supposes xxmy be found very usefiil in 
steam-boat navigation. Probably a saving Of heAt Mrbrfd be produced 
by considering the products of this combustion, whteh migfct neMbet- 
ed to a certain degree by an appanitUl of Ample codbustieB*. T« 
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readers wlio are iMt aequsinted with the ccmipoaition of water, the idea 
of burning it wiK appeal v>erjr ridieuleuB. A cheaiist unacquainted 
with the wects of water on fire, would from its oomponeat parts <iiH 
flammable and vital air) suppose explosion to follow an applMsaUoa of 
fire to it, and that in^eao of extiaguishinf^ a fire it would render it 
more furious. By means of galvanic fluid, water may be desomposed 
so as to burn with the same advantage as oil; and we have no doubt 
that a more ready method of bumine H will be discovered, so that we 
nay yet meet with people capable of setting the Thames oa fire. 

A NEW VEGETABLE ALKALI.— 11. M. PeUetier and Cavea- 
ton, on analysing the vomic nut and Saint Ignace's bean, have collected 
the sobetanoe which acts so powerfully on the animal economy ; and 
'which was supposed to be, by some late writers, the prossic acid. 
These able chemists represent it to be white, crystalline, and jerf 
bitter. It crystallizes in the «form of quadrangular plates, oris four- 
sided prisms, terminated by an obtuse quadrangular pyramid. It is 
very slightly soluble in water, but very soluble in alcohol* It is 
formed, like most vegetable substances, of oxygen, hydrogen, and 
charcoal. It is most distinguished by its alkaline properties; and 
though like morphiuro, is essentially different from it. It restores a 
reddened blue colour, and with acids forms neutral salts, soluble in 
water, and crystallizable. With weak nitric acid it forms a nitrate, 
but the concentrated acid acts on and decomposes it ; and forms a solu- 
tion, at first red, but becoming yellow, ana yielding oxalic acid. Its 
acetate is very soluble, the sulphate less sOy and crysuUizable in rhom- 
boidal plates. 

This substance acts on animals in a similar manner to the alcoholic 
infusion of the nux vomica, but more energetically. . 

The class of acid vesetaUe substances is numerous ; eo the contrary, 
that of alkaline vegetable substances is confined to morphinm. Never- 
thelessy M. Vaiiquelin has noticed the alkaline properties of a substance 
obtained by him whilst analysing the daphne alpina. llie new body 
will form another genas in the class, which may become numerous, 
and which has first been observed by M. Vauquelin. To recall these 
ftcts, and designate the substances by a name which will avoid cir- 
cumlocution, tfey have called it vauqueline. This name is better than 
cue entirely insignificant^ or that indicates properties which may be 
fennd in other bodies. AnnedcM de Chime. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL PHARMACOP(£lA.— In the pro- 
free to the PbarmaoqHeia of the ' Royal Cidiege of Physicians of Lon- 
don, Dr. Powell, the translator, laments ^< that a general Pbarmacopceia 
BrUanntea is not established, as one common dictionary, to which 
practitioners throughout the whole empire may uniformly reftr with 
confidence, and without the chance of mistake, either in the name 
ef an article, or in the mode ef its preparation. In the execution of a 
aational woric of this sort great difficulties ipight and would occur, 
prejudices and difikent modes of thoiq^ht and praetie^ would probably 
ereate madi difierence of opinion, but none of these would be insur- 
mo«mtable to men ef tense and scienee^ and I am persuaded," observes 
the Doctor, <^ that some future age will see (he -advantage and even 
necesfitj of the attempt''- 
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By an ordiaatice of Louis the 18th, bearing date Ae Stfiof August, 
1816, the Pharmacopceia Gallia^ ordered to be prepared by Napoleon 
in 1803, is forthwith to be printed ; and, within the date of six months 
from its publication, everj apothecary' is bound to procure a copy, and 
always to prepare his medicines strictly according to the.fbrmula) 
under a penalty of 500 francs. 

In January, J 8 17, Dr. Lyman Spalding submitted to the New-York 
County Medical Society a project for the formation of a national pbar* 
macopGeia,by the authority of all the Medical Societies and Medical 
Schools in the United States. 

The plan proposed was, 1. That a convention should be called in 
each of the four grand divisions of the United States, to be composed 
of delegates from all the Medical Societies and Schools. 8. That each 
district convention should form a pharmacopceia, and elect delegates 
to meet in general convention in the city of Washington, on the first 
of January, 1890. 3. That the general convention should, from the 
district convention pharmacopoeias, form the national work. 

In the County Aledical Society, it was committed to Drs. John 
R. B. Rodgers, William Moore,. John Watts, jun. Lyman Spalding, 
and Alexander H. Stevens ; who after having corresponded With se- 
veral of the leading medical men in each state, reported a set of reso* 
liitions, which were submitted to the Medical Society of the State of 
New York in February, 1818, and by them adopted, and ordered to 
be carried into execution, by their committee, consisting of Drs. 
David Hosack, J. R. B. llodgers, Samuel L. Mitchill, John Stearna, 
John Watts, jun. T. Romeyn Beck, Lyman Spalding, Wright Pobt, 
and Alexander H. Stevens. 

Circulars were issued in March, to the medical societies and schools 
in the Union, inviting their co-operation. , All the institutions, which 
have since had meetings, have approved of the formation of the work ; 
and most of them have appointed their delegates. From the spirit and 
zeal with which the delegates in every section of the country have com- 
menced their preparatory labours in the formation of this natioiuil 
work, we have no hesitation in assuring our readers that the Ameriqaji 
Pharmacopoeia will shortly appear. 

We are credibly informed that the College of Physicians of Edin- 
burgh, conceiving their University to bethe.first school of medicine in 
these realms, intend to apply to Parliament for authoritv to form a oom- 
mittee of eminent physicians, surgeons, and chemists K>r the purpose of 
preparing a national Pharmacopoeia, to regulate the practice of Phar- 
macy throughout the united Kingdom. The necessity of ttie mea* 
sure is so very obvious, and the proposal so honouraole.to the Col- 
lege, that the permission of the legislature will, no doubt, be cheerfully 
granted. This will lead to a* revision, of the ol^olete charter of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London, and the adoption of laws t]bat 
are a'dapted to the present state of medicine^ that will eocoora^e 
genius and suppress quackery. Our correspondent adds, that it is 
not the intention of the £dinburg[h Colleffe tp spUcit the<:o-pperation 
of the London College, and, praise- worthy, as the undertaking is,. that 
an opposition from the latter is expected. 
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OF DOCTOR JOHN LATHAM, 

President of the Royal College of Physicians of London^ Ex-- 
traordinary Physician to the Prince Regent, late Physician to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, Author of a Treatise on the Gout and Rheu^ 
matisniy Facts and Opinions respecting Diabetes^ Sfc. Translator 
of a corrected Edition of the London Pharmacopaia, ifc. S^c. ifc. 

XhIS distinguished member of that class of the medical profession 
denominated in this country ^ physiciansy* is the son of a clergy man 
of Cheshire. After receivii)g a country seminary education, his rather 
sent him to Oxford, to cultivate an acquaintance with the physical 
and metaphysical writings of the ancients in their original languages, 
to be initiated in refined or polished society, (which to the credit of 
the English Uniyersities, is esteemed for morality and rational oon- 
viyiality), and to form a connexion which might promote his future 
pursuits in life. Such was his aspiring genius at an early period, that 
notwithstanding the univerBity afforded little opportunity of acquiring 
a knowledge of modern medicine and none of the practice, and even 
before he obtained the degree of M.D., he modestly commenced the 
tra^ of physician at Manchester at the early age of twenty-tiiree — 
and through the exertion of his father's connexion, he shortly after- 
wards obtained the important appointment of physician to the Infir- 
mary. In consequence of this success his prospects were yery flatter* 
iog. Active as his friends had been in procuring for him the appoint* 
ment, he had soon the mortification to find that in case of indisposi- 
tion, they had no intention to resort to his advice ; some indeed acted 
so indecorously towards him as to make use of the old adage ^^ ex- 

{eritTitia docet ;^^ another betrayed his ignorance by observing that 
is object being evidently experience, he could not discover any reasoa 
why he should pay him for making experiments upon himself. Such 
a remark was not to be expected^ from a man whose time was chiefly 
employed in measuring the articles of his manufactory. Little was 
he aware that the physician, young as he was, could, and probably had» 
read the works of Hippocrates and Gralen in the original languages. 
What an insult did he ofier to our university and to classic dignity by 
presuming to measure the talents of a physician by his own powers f 
The untutored manu&cturers and tradesmen of this town presuming 
to think for themselves, the field did not prove so productive as Phy* 
sician Latham (for he was then not a Doctor) had anticipated; be 
therefore determined to quit it, and to try his fortune in Oxford, the in- 
haUtants of which havinff so long respired classic air, he supposed 
were more competent to form n fair estimate of his professional talents^ 
VOL. IV. P . , 
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than the plodding inhabitants of Manchester. Here every effort was 
made to bring kim forward with eclat ; Dr. Austin declared him to be 
a ^' rara aois in ierrdj'^ and resigned bis appointment of physician to 
the county infirmary in his favour. Notwithstanding he was now 
seated among his convivial and studious firiends, the field proved un- 
productive -^he however continued to exercise the office of physi- 
cian to the best of his abilities at tb^ infirmary, until he was entitled 
by residence to a doctor's degree. This he demanded as a matter of 
course, and which as a matter of course was granted, without passing 
an examination touching his qualification to exercise the healing art. 
With this testimonial authorizing him to exercise the office of ph vsi-^ 
cian in any part of his Majesty's dominions, he marched off to London, 
where many of his university acquaintances resided. In order to 
second the effi>rts of his friends, to usher him into notice, it was 
deemed politic that he should make some display of his literary and 
scientific talents, bv a domi-popular dissertation on a prevailing dk- 
weto. Gout eind rheumatism being prevalent, and in general tedious 
WfA distressing co^pleiots (of course the victims very eager to obtain 
relief) were mected as jproper subjects for a practical dissertation.* 
This sekction was indeed judicious ; but to insure success something, 
novel iDUSt be advanced : the learned doctor^ after taking the various 
phenomena of the two diseases into his most serious coB8ideratio% 
declared his thorough conviction that rheumatism is a mere modifiea**: 
(ioii of gouty that gout and rheumatism are sot two distinct, diseases^ 
as erroneously supposed by the profession^ and tiiat the prisMury locai 
aflbctions are not in reality inflammation^ although attended with in* 
Ofeased heat, tumefaction, distension of blood vessels, acute pain, &e. ; 
and for advancing this opinion he boUly gave a reason^ viz. because 
it dk>es not proceeed to suppuratioh ! ! 

The pamphlet was industriously advertised, as exhibiting a new view 
of ffoutakid rhenniatism, and the name of Latham became so associated 
wiUt these diseases, that his advice was frequently resorted to bjB 
rheamalic and gouty invalids. The doctor's opinioas being unfile- 
Ttarably received by the members of the profession, even practical 
apothecaries daring publicly to ridicule them ; the fame he acquired 
-was of sh6rt duration. The first 'pubUc appointment the doctor held 
in London, was that of physician to the Magdalen Hospital, for whidi. 
be was ohieflv indebted to the late Dr. Saunders* He was afterwarda 
appointed physician to the Middlesex Hospital, which he held ooIt 
iei' a short time. A vacancy occurring at St. Bmrtholomew's Hospital^ 
he offisred himself a candidate, and having no competitor, he was* 
iihaninkMudy elected. Here he ddivered clinical lectures, but al-» 
tlbonj^h they were gratuitous, there was something in his practice and 
opimons ao tame and unkiterestin^^ that he sddom had more than three 
or four attendants. At the hospital he was fwsome time without 4i) 
pttpil> and we believe at no time had more than two, whilst the sur« 
geons could boast of having as many hundreds 1 ! 

In the year 1787, sobe members of the college fiincied that their 
pharmacopoaia would become obsolete^ if it was not amde more con-^ 
flistent with the advanced state of chemistry : a oommtttee was accords 
ingLy noihinated to modernise it-^t (he head of which was Dr. Latham, 
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Little attention baTing been \A\A to the science of chemistrj by the 
members of the profession at that time, the new edition of the pharma* 
copoBia was not unfavourably received, or rather it escaped criticism. 
In consequence of the active part the Doctor had taken in correcting 
the work, the college allowed him the privilege to publish a translation 
of it, the profit of which generally amounts to three thousand pounds. 
The Doctor, by means of annotations, large type, and spacious mar* 
gins, extended the work to an eight shilling volume. The translation 
was accurate, and the language affords the prettiest specimen of the 
poverty of the English tongue that ever appeared in this country, from 
the pen of a classic writer. A diflTusion of a knowledge of chemistry 
among the medical profession, proved fatal to the reputation of the 
New Pharmacopoeia; and the general cry of tmchemical and unecono* 
mical became so general, that the college could not prudently postpone 
a revision. With this arduous task, the Doctor bad little to do. The 
merits, or rother demerits, of this pretended corrected edition, we have 
noticed in our biographical sketch of Dr. Powell. Notwithstanding 
the public situations the Doctor had filled, and the publicity which the 
translation of the PharmacopoBia bad given to his name, hit private 
practice continued so unproductive, that he began to think of returning 
to Oxford. A vc»ry fortunate circumstance, however, occurred at this 
time, which brightened his prospects : — a wealthy merchant being sud* 
denly attacked id a manner which, to the ignorant bv-standers, seemed 
to threaten the immediate extinction of life, the t)octor, being the 
nearest physician, was solicited to attend. Under the management 
be advised, or the assistance of that able coadjutor, Dame Nature, the 
alarming symptoms soon disappeared, and the putient was speedily 
restored to health. So .satit^^fied was the merchant that he was indebted 
for his recovery, to the prompt and judicious practice the Doctor 
adopted, that he embraced every opportunity to recommend him. By 
this ^^ lucky hit,'' as Dr. Warren termed Medical success, his private 
practice became so extensive, that he could no longer find tiuie to dis* 
charge his duty as a physician to St. Bartholomew's Hospital; this 
appointment he, therefore, resi;;ned ; and being succeeded by Dr. 
Powell, his resignation was not regretted by the patients, nor in any 
ways felt by the charity. The Doctor's manners, and the attention he 
)ays to his private .practice, are particularly pleasing, and well calcu- 
ated to secure the good word of his patients, or, as a late American 
observes, to permanent his connexion. In the chamber scene he is 
always prodigiously great. In approaching the bedside^ although on 
tiptoe, he exhibits an imposing dignity. His first introduction to a 
patient is highly prepossessing — his attitude and countenance produc- 
ing conviction that he anticipates all the patient has to say^ and fully 
enters into his feelings ; his listening attitude is indeed particularly 
striking; he attends to the long narrative of symptoms, causes, &c. 
with inflexible firmness, and he interrogates with grea^ minuteness and 
judgment. To ascertain the state of the pulse with precision, he fixes 
his eyes on his wAtch, at the time of examination, with a countenance 
exhibiting profound wtidom, sympathetic tenderness, and the interest 
he feeb in the fate of his patient. He examines the excretions with 
attention ; and when the urine is in excess, he not unfrequently conoe- 
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scends'to taste it, in order to discover if it contains saccharine matter 
or the uric acid, and in this particular, we believe, he has advanced a 
step bejond any other physician. The humanity and benevolence, 
thus so conspicuous in bis'conduct towards his patients, he exercises 
in so mild a manner, that cannot but prove hi|s^bly g^ratifyine^. The 
confidence it inspires, tends in no small degree to reconcile the unfor- 
tunate sufferer to his situation ; and by quieting the mind, often proves 
more beneficial than medicine itself. Indeed, without the conndence 
of a patient, the remedies of the most skilful physician seldom prove 
successful. It is to confidence alone, that all nostrums are indebted 
for their reputation. 

The conduct of Dr. Latham, at the bed side, never fails to leave a 
favourable impression on the minds of the patient and by-stnnders; 
but, alas, how does all this terminate ? To what treatment do the 
questions of the physician, and the narrative of the patient lead ? The 
Doctor adjourns to another room to write a prescription. The pre- 
scription is written in bold characters. If he be interrogated as to the 
moaus operandi of the medicine, he will wave the subject, and talk of 
the naturals and non-naturals. The man of intelligence will, indeed, 
soon discover that ho does not proceed on any knowledge of the vital 
principle, and that he is not better acquainted with the nature of diseaises, 
and the effects of remedies, than the surgeon-apothecary. The prescrip- 
tion being finished, and some directions given to the nurse, the lee is pre- 
sented, and most graciously received ; and this interesting part of thie 
ceremony being finished, the learned Doctor hastens to his carriage, to 
re-uct the part elsewhere. But, notwithstanding the frequency ol this 
performance every day, we have never heard of an instance of his 
sympathetic feelings having carried him so far, as to enervate his mind, 
or render him incompetent to the proper discharge of his duty. In- 
deed, we have never heard of his being subject to mental agitation, 
from the alarming situation of his patients, which loo often cloud and 
embarrass the judgment of inexperienced physicians, or men who do 
not possess the philosophical ste-adiness which Dr. Latham, in the 
most trying scenes, never fails to exhibit. Like men of genius, the 
Doctor occasionally varies his visiting conduct. At Bartholomew's 
Hospital, we have often seen him enter the wards, and approach the 
bed side of his patients with manly steps, and like an experienced 
general, to chase death from one ward to another, with rapid strides ; 
indeed, on one occasion, he followed up this ivaiiton and cruel enemy 
to the human race with such rapidity, that he absolutely passed the 
doors of two wards in pursuit of him; and had not an oliicious 
old nurse acquainted him with the mischief he had done in her ward, 
it is supposed, that he would have brought the grim tyrant to battle, 
and that by means of Dover^s sudorific powder, and a linctus of hips 
and oil of almonds, he would have obtained a most complete victory. 

Highly as the Doctor^s opinions were estimated in the city, the 
success of his practice could not eclip(»e the splendid abilities of Dr. 
Babington. As this physician's reputation extended, the practice of 
Dr. Latham became more circumscribed. At length, the Doctor find« 
ing his popularity on the decline in the city, he signified his intentioo 
gradually to withdraw from practice; and for this purpose he quitted 
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his residence in Bedford Row, a very retired spot, and took up a re- 
sidence in a public street at the west end, and, with the view or enjoy- 
ing his retirement, he made a book on Diabetes, which was industri- 
ously advertised under the plausible title of ^^ Facts and Opinions 
respectinjg^ Diabetes." In the dedication of this' work he informs us, 
that an indulgent public had raised him to a state of affluence and 
independence, and that he had purchased an estate in Cheshire by the 
fair fruit of his professional industry. Now, of all the learned Doctor 
has written, saia, or done, this observation is only worthy of notice. 
We beg to ask this humane gentleman what he means by the fair fttiii 
of his professional industry ? — If he does not possess a knowledge of 
diseases and remedies superior to the surgeon-apothecary, why should 
he be more entitled to a remuneration of one guinea than tbe apothecary, 
who, in general, devotes more time to his patients? That he is better 
acquainted with the nature and character of diseases, and the virtues 
of remedies, than the surgeon-apothecarie!:, we deny. And if this 

Cud President of the Hoyal College of Physicians, with all his 
sted superiority of talents and the fair fruit of his industry, were 
compelled to submit to the examination now imposed by tbe legisla- 
ture on apothecaries, there is not a medical man in the kingdom who 
would, for a moment, doubt the result. He would find, that a testimo- 
nial is not obtained of the court of examiners of apothecaries with that 
facility as a Doctor's degree is at the English universities. If a 
physician be therefore justly entitled to a remuneration of a guinea 
lor a visit of a few minutes, the surgeon-apothecary is surely not less 
so. But of a tradesman, who, hv dint of labour and indefatigable 
attention to business, has great difficulty in making '* both ends meet,'* 
the demand of one guinea we cannot consider fair. On the contrary, 
is it not oppressive? and when he has also a large family to support, 
is it not cruel ? — We say demand^ because we have met with many in- 
stances of the fee of one guinea having been demanded of tradesmen 
with large families for each visit, and for some days it was repeated two 
or three times ! ! We also very lately saw a patient, living in a poor 
hut, which, externally and internally, exhibited poverty and wretched- 
ness, who informed us that she had been attended by Dr. Latham, but 
that she was obliged to discontinue him on account of his taking a 
guinea on every visit. The fee is so far a voluntary donation, that a 
physician cannot recover it in law for his attendance on a patient. Tbe 
man, therefore, wlio demands a guinea for a visit of a few minutes, 
must be a very avaricious person, and when he dares to term it a fair 
reward, must entertain a very high opinion of his own talents. The 
enjoyment of wealth to a considerate man, one would suppose, muSt 
greatly depend upon its source. The Liverpool quack, in all his glory, 
we are credibly told, is far from bein^ a happy man. 

Dr. Latham, to his other titles, adds that ofPhvsician Extraordinary 
to the Prince Ilegent. A royal appointment of this kind is obtained 
by interest, and that too of the lowest degree (not unfrequently through 
the application of a domestic, or some one of less respectability), and 
in no instance, that we know of, has it been given as a reward for merit. 
To boast of such an empty appointment, betrays a shallow mind ; but 
of this, no person can suspect the learned President of the Royal Col- 
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lege of Physicians. Dr. Latham, on taking up bis residence in Lon« 
don, was admitted as a matter oF course, a Fellow of the Rojal College 
of Physicians, having kept the requisite number of terms at an Eng- 
lish university. On the resignation of Sir Lucas Pepjs, Bart. M. D. 
he was elected President, no other candidate having offered. The 
Doctor still continues to exercise the duties of a physician in London, 
and, as far as we can learn, is as desirous to cultivate the practice as 
he was when he first settled among us. 

On bis work on Diabetes we have made no comment, because we 
discover nothing that merits either censure or applause. It is a kind 
6f milk and water production, and if a diabetic patient adopts the mode 
of treatment, or an opposite one, the result will be the same. 

NATURAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES.— (Cow/mwerf 
from page 1112.) — One of the most important circumstances in favour 
of a classification of diseases, according to the principles we have stated, 
is, that by this mode, we obtain a clearer view of the balance of activity, 
which Is necessary to constitute health. This may he confined to 
definite limits, when we observe, that although the balance may be 
deranged, in a particular organ, only, or even a part of an organ, of 
one system, yet when weighing it with regard to the others, the whole 
of the diseased system must be taken into consideration. Thus in 
acute disease of the liver, attended with symptomatic fever, we cannot 
consider the functions of the liver alone ; but must take the whole of the 
Ganglionic Viscera, as opposed to the Cerebral. Experience shows, 
that this has long been tacitly agreed to, as the treatment in these cases 
16 by no means confined to the liver, but extends to the Viscera be- 
longing to the Ganglionic System in general. 

By considering diseases according to the nervous systems, to which 
they principally belong, we can account for phenomena which have 
been observed to occur during morbid actions, from the earliest insti- 
tution of medicine. Thus we meet with no disease that does not 
exhibit some phenomena, which seem to oppose the morbid symptoms 
essential to it. The' ancients seem to have been well aware of this 
circumstance, and many of tbem laid down no other rule of practice, 
but what they said nature pointed oiit. But not being acquainted with 
the animal economy, and therefore incapable of judging accurately, 
which were the morbid actions, or which the salutary, their practice was 
generally inert, and oflen tended to increase the disease that they pro* 
posed to have relieved. A most conspicuous proof of the latter cir- 
cumstance may be seen in the difference between the ancient mode of 
treating fever, and that adopted by the moderns ; hence this disease, 
which was so generally fatal in former times, is now;, comparatively 
speaking, not £ngerous. 

The tendency of the animal economy to oppose morbid actions, has 
been taken notice of by practitioners, even to the present day, and has 
passed under various denominations, until it has ended in the term 
vis Medicatrix NaturtB. We know that all diseases must be cured by 
this power, as it is only by the functions of the system, which he is 
able to excite or repress, that a practitioner can oppose morbid actions^ 
for it is evident that in the dead body there is no disease. But it is 
obvious that this teroi only expresses a feet, without explaining its na* 
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lure, hence that accurate observer. Da. Culle s, could form do definite 
idea of Us meaning; but referred it to a general law of the animal 
economy, whereby it happens that powers which have a tendency to 
hurt or destroy the system, often excite such motions as are suited to 
obviate tbeenects of the noxious power. But so little was he ac- 
quainted with the source from whence this opposition to disease arose^ 
uiat he says, ^' although the vis Medicatrix Naturae must unavoidably 
^'' he received as a fact, yet wherever it is admitted, it throws an ob^ 
'^ scurity on our systam. And it is only where the importance of our 
'< art is very manifest and considerable, that we ought to admit of it ia 
" practice." 

vVhen, however, we contemplate the operations of the different 
systems which constitute the human frame, we perceive that each 
system is formed by nature to perform certain functions in the animal 
economy. But they are so intimately connected with each other, when 
conspiring to support the animal body, as one whole and entire system, 
that the function of any one cannot be interrupted without having some 
influence upon the rest. The eflfect of this influence then must be, to 
excite or repress the actions of the different organs. We find, however, 
in the investigation of diseases, that the systems which are not imme* 
diately engaged in the morbid state, will take oo actions which are not 
only capable of resisting the effect of disease upon themselved, but often 
prove salutary, by restoring the healthy balance of activity, throughout 
the whole. This tendeaqr, then, is the long celebrated vis Medicalrix 
NaturaSf which we are enabled to point out with precision, and support 
or excite, daring the treatment of diseases, by considering the ope- 
ration^ ot the animal framei according to the Balural claisificatioa 
which is now propo^d. 

At first view, it may appear dlflScuU to arrange the variety of diseases 
to which the human frame is liable, under three such classes as are now 
* proposed. It is necessary, therefore, to point out the distinguishing 
characters of each nervous system while in health. 

If we could discover any property pecuUar to a nervous system, 
which cannot be present where such nervoes system is absent, and 
must therefore be essential to its perfeclion, it is evident that any 
disease aiSEecting tha^t nervous system, must be indicated by a modifica- 
tion of that property. Henee, then, to form any certain diagnosis of 
diseases, we must know what essenrtial pro^Mrty of the nervous systems, 
is primarii^ and prinoipally affected in each. When we consider that 
each ^stem of nerves is distributed to.certain parts of the animal frame, 
«nd there performs an enclusive fnactioo, aUnough the three systems 
are held in reciprocal commuBicHtion. By pcMnting out dearly the 
function which each has to perform in the healthy state, we will find 
little difficult in appropriating a derangpemenC of any part of those 
{unctions to its proper cAaas. 

The Gangliomc ^st^m being that discovered to be ^sent in the first 
order of animals wkich exhibits a nervous apparatus; it would naturally 
awear the fiist daim to our attention, when investigating the natore 
oimseafie. It i^ indeed rendered almost necessary to unaerslaiid the 
nature of diseases in this system before we could attend with advantage 
to eitlier of the superior systems. For although we find an eslaUtshei 
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law in the animal economy, that each superior sjstem has the power 
of modifying the others inferior to it. Thus the changes of the blood 
in the lungs could not take place without muscular actions ; yet the 
others could not perform their functions without obtaining their support 
and nourishment from this. Physiology shows the evidence of this, for 
we find the Ganglionic system is appropriated, by nature, to the forma- 
tion of the various substances which compose the animal body, and to 
remove those particles which have already performed their office. Any 
diseases, therefore, primarily affecting these functions must belong to 
the Oanglionic system. 

Physiology teadies us that the nerves originating in the spinal canal 
are all directed to the muscular parts df the body ; and that every part 
constituted of muscular substance must derive its stimulus of activity 
from this system. In viewing the connexion, however, between this 
system and the Ganglionic, we observe a very important circumstance. 
Jft has been already shown that the latter is calculated for the formation 
of the different materials of the animal frame ; but when the Spinal 
System is superadded, this appears to regulate entirely the mode in 
which these substances are to be deposited, llius we find that when a 
spinal nerve is divided, or induded in a ligature, the parts to which it 
was distributed first cease to grow, and then diminish in size, owing to 
absorption continuing after the deposition of new particles had been 
stopped. These phenomena occur, although the sanguiferous drcula- 
lion be unimpaired. Paralysis isa familiar example of this drcumstance 
from disease. 

Another important circu'iAstance is, that no heat will be generated 
by the circulation of the blood through the part. This oas been 
satisfactorily proved by the experiments of Mb. Brodie, as related in 
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, having 
destroyed tne functions of the nerves by means of certain poisons, while 
the circulation of the blood was unimpaired, the temperature of the 
animals gradually diminished. 

If then we should observe that the actiort of the musdes was impaired, 
while the circulation of the blood continued free, or that the muscular 
substance became diminished, while the powers of assimilation remained 
perfect, we should have little hesitation in attributing the disease to the 
spinal Svstem. Striking examples of diseases of this system are given 
by Dr. Keid, in his able treatise on Tetanus and Hydrophobia. 

With respect to diseases of the Cerebral Smtem it is obvious, from 
what has been said of the others, that any affection of the intellectual 
powers, and of the five senses, must belong to this, as we find that the 
nervous mass of the brain is appropriated to these functions. As, how« 
ever, in man and the superior animals, the substances necessary for the 
nourishment of the individual, must be chosen firom the great variety of 
materials which surround him, some of which are highly destructive to 
the powers of life, we see there must be an intimate connexion between 
this system, which is endowed by nature with the capability of making 
a choice, and the other systems. This must therefore regulate the others.^ 
But as it must be supplied itself with energy by the Ganglionic System^ 
we may perceive how intimate a connexion between tncM tWQ must 
always exist. 
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HeiMie derangements io the functions of the latter, so frequently 
excite diseases in the former, and vice versa. There is, however, a 
very material advantase derived from this circumstance, in the treat* 
ment of disorders of the Cerebral System^ as we are enabled to relieve 
diseases of that class, by acting with medicine on the Ganglionic Viscera. 

In an account of Dr. Reid s treatise on the nature and treatment of 
tetanus, we have fully elucidated this point. 

INDIGESTION, &c.— Dr. Hall, of Nottingham, has lately fixed 
bis attention on a class of disorders arising from sedentarine'ss and 
confinement, which, in consec^uence of his not being able to trace to a 
satisfactory source, he conceives to be new diseases. The town of 
Nottingham, on account of extensive manufactories of cotton stockings 
and lace, embraces a great population, the majority of which (men, 
women, and children) is engaged for many hours at a time in a seden- 
tary occupation, the conseauences of which are, the abdominal viscera, 
particularly the stomach, liver, and intestines, become sluggish and 
overloaded, the circulation languid, and the nervous system preterna- 
turally excitable. These symptoms, the Doctor imagines, do not con« 
stitute the disease termed dyspepsia, or indigestion ; and not haviuff 
been able to discover the real nature and connexion of the general and 
local affections, he has adopted a new term, which he thioKs, without 
implying any opinion on the subject, will sufficiently express the import- 
ant features of the maladies. I'rom the great resemblance thejjf bear to 
other disorders, he has denominated the class ^^ MimoiCSj^ signifying 
imiiators. This term, he fancies, '^ will at once denote a remarkable 
peculiarity of these disorders, and serve to impress the mind with the 
necessity of distinguishing, in local aflections, between those which 
belong to the present chM, and others which are either primary or 
have a Afferent origin** ! I 

Of this class y the Doctor enumerates no less than fiire species. The 
first termed acute tnimosis^ is characterized by ^^ weakness, tremor, 
flattening, fluttering, tendency to perspiration, susoepiibility to hurry 
and agitation, and loss of flesh." In the treatment or this disease, the 
Doctor chiefly employs a purgative medicine (calomel with rhubarb, 
aloesy nenna, Epsom salt, an^ calcined magnesia, varied according to 
their eflvcts on tne bowels), which, with attention to diet, air, exercise, 
bathing^ or sponeing, and sleep, he has generally found successful* 
When it is complicated with a local disease, as some complaint of the 
chest, palpitation of the heart, a spasmodic affection, pains in the colon, 
constipation, icterus, &c., the Doctor has found that it requires addi- 
tional attention!! Thus it appears that the learned Doctor, even 
when his acute mimosis is clearly symptomatic of a distinct disorder, 
or serious local afieciion, that he still considers it as a primary dis- 
ease ! ! t A little more experience will enable him to distinguish be- 
tween causes and effects.^ 

The second species, termed chronic mimosis, which is^ denoted by 
*^ fits of desponaency and gloom, an invincible disinclination for exer- 
cise, pain aoout the head, sinking at the precordia, and heat or fulness 
of fbe stomach. The causes and treatment of this species are the same 
as the acute fi>rm, only the affidction being of a longer continuance, a 
ifeore persevering use of mereuiy and of gentle purgatives of rhubarb 
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ftnd aloes, and a more constant an4 babitual attention to diet, with 
gentle exercise, are necessarj^ ! !** 

The third species is disting^nished by the term mitnosis decolor. 
This species occurs principally in female youth, but frequently in mar- 
ried women, both young and old, and occasionally in the young and 
sedentary of the male sex. He divides this species into two forms, viz. 
the acute and chronic. He defines it to be a diseased state of the com- 
plexion, and generally of the surface, with recurrent pain of the head 
and of the side, palpitation of the heart, fluttering and nervousness, 
end some tendency to loss of flesh and oedematous swelling." This 
species, the Doctor observes, is often symptomatic of the acute mimo- 
8is!l The causes are sedentariness, confinement, too long lactation, 
frequent hoemorrhages, anxiety, /fl/igtre, and loss of rest. In the treat- 
ment of this species, the Doctor very shrewdly observes, " that it is 
absolutely necessary to avoid or obviate the causes of the affection, 
otherwise the complaint will continue progressive, and run into the 
chronic form !" Even for this third species, the treatment he recom- 
mends consists in the administration of the same remedies, and atten- 
tion to diet, &c., as recommended for the first and second species, viz. 
the acute and chronic mcmosis! 

The fourth species he terms mimosis urgens. By the word urgensj 
he means to imply hurry. Besides this character, he describes the dis- 
order as combining some considerable emotion of the mind, as sighing, 
sobbing, tears, or laughter, with a sense of sufibcation, and with some 
urgent afiection of the head, heart, respiration, stomach, or muscular 
system. Of this species, the Doctor has met with three forms, which 
he denominates the mild, the severe, and the inveterate. Like the pre- 
ceding species, be tells us it is often symptomatic of the third species, 
viz. the decolor^ or continued form of the acute ! ! ! That is, we pre- 
sume, in common language, a symptom of a symptom. The causes are, 
severe mental emotions, as excessive joy or grief, and of the less curable, 
(the inveterate, we suppose), surprise and fright. Under the head of 
treatment, the Doctor makes the following very sensible remark. — 
*^ The treatment embraces two objects, viz. the means of affording im- 
mediately relief in the paroxysm, and the mode of prevention!!" For 
the first object he recommends ether, spirit of sal volatile, opium, stimu- 
lating liniments, fomentation, and, if necessary, blood-letting. The 
gevention, he tells iis, consists in removing the original disorder, and, 
r this purpose, the same treatment is recommended as for the other 
species. 

The fifth species, denominated mimosis inquieta, is denoted by conti" 
tnuU restlessness and jactitation, wakefulness, delirium, continued rapid 
and hurried breathing, frequent dry cough, a sense of fluttering and 
harry, some spasmodic affection, hiccough, and great frequency of the 
pulse. The Doctor thinks it is of gnat importance to distinguish this 
species from the fourth species, viz. the mimosis urgens, for it is more 
serious and alarming. In the treatment of this complaint, he observes, 
a purgative is the remedy on which dependance is chiefly to be placed^ 
when it arises from a disordered or loaded stnte of the stMnach and 
bowels. If an obscure disease exists, he sensibly observes it must be 
ir^moved b^for^ relief c^n be obtained^ In the other cases, tincture of 
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opium, spirit ofsal volatile, wine, stimulating liniments, proper fluid 
nourishment cautiously given with wine, bathing the face with cold 
water, the effervescing^ medicines^ fanning, and a free air, are the princi- 
pal remedies. The Doctor gives six ca^es of this disease, to illustrate 
the beneficial effects of his practice. In the first, << a mild purgative 
was prescribed, which effectually removed the symptoms ! !" The se^^ 
cond was restored to health ^' by mild carminative purgatives.'* The 
third eventually recovered by the use of the following remedies :--« 
cold water to the face, fresh air, fanning, tincture of opium, and spirit 
of sal volatile, although, '^ at one time, the pupils appeared to be con" 
traded and fixed, and the body and limbs were stretched out spasmodic 
callt/! /" — Was not this evidently a case of catalepsy ? The other three 
cases terminated in death. In one, he observes, the affection conti- 
nued, notwithstanding everj/ remedy, and eventually exhausted the 
patient, already much reduced by a 8e.vere disease, and active remc'* 
dies! !!** So tnat it appears the active remedies the Doctor employed^ 
tended to accelerate the fatal termination of the malady. The only 
novelty that is to \ye found in this book, is the classification of a certain 
combination of symptoms, (which the Doctor has not been able to trace 
to their proper source,) under new names, conveying no information 
respecting their cause, nature, or seat 1 ! This curious class, mimoseSf 
reminds us of an attempt which an American physician made a few 
years ago, to arrange all the diseases which occur in the human frame, 
according to the parts of the body in which they originated, or were 
principally seated, as the bones, muscles, nerves, &c. &c. liefore he 
advanced far in the list of diseases, he found it necessarv to add a co- 
lumn for such, the seat of which was doubtful. This class he termed 
cliaotic. On a second examination of his arrangement, he found it 
necessarv to remove so many diseases from the classes in which he bad 
placed them to the chaotic, that the latter comprised more than three 
parts of his list of diseases. He accordingly abandoned the undertak- 
ing, as tending to no practical utility. The diseases to which Dr. Hall 
has thought proper to give new names are of common occurrence, and 
lesfi involvetl in obscurity than any other. The two first species are 
evidently dyspepsia, varying only from the state of the nervous 
svstem. If he bad taken the trouble to refer to the Nosology of 
sauvage, he would have fouud old names for all the varieties of dys- 
pepsia, both idiopathic and symptomatic. His third species is chlo- 
rosis, and &r-advanced dyspepsia. His fourth is hysteria, and his fifth 
hectic fever, attendant on the last stage of organic disease of the chest 
or abdomen, particularly of the mesenteric glands, termed tabes 
mesenterica. 

Dr. Hall's division of his mimosic class leads to no practical advan« 
tage, for in every species he adopts the purgative treatment so much 
extolled by Dr. Hamilton, and wnen bis patients recovered, he attri- 
buted his success' entirely to it. Here the Doctor is so close a follower 
or imitator of Dr. Hamilton, that if the term mimosis be not applica- 
ble to the diseases he has defined, it may with some propriety be ap- 
plied to himself, and this class of practitioners is but too numerous. 

The purgative. system of Dr. Hamilton has, no doubt, proved very 
beneficial in a variety of diseases of the abdominal viscera^ particularly 
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those which arise from gluttony, the abuse of spirituous liquors, indo- 
lence, and in common cases of indigestion, attended with local or 
general plenitude ; but where indis^estion is the consecj^uence of direct 
debility of the nervous system, of ulceration of the intestines, or of 
organic disease of the heart, the free use of purgatives, as recommended 
by Dr. Hamilton, is highly injurious— and, in many cases, we have 
known it to have liurried patiente to their graves by their debilitating 
effects ; and we have no doubt, that the indiscriminate adoption of the 
practice has terminated many lives that might have been saved by a 
more judicious treatment 

A late writer observes, that medicine will remain a conjectural art, 
till we have a more perfect classification of diseases ; probably, it was 
this observation that induced Dr. Hall to attempt to affect this desir- 
able object, if so, much credit is due to him for a laudable intention ; 
but, in our humble opinion, nothing has tended to check the progress 
of medical science mere than the nosological arrangements of diseases. 

The first object of a nosological practitioner is to ascertain by the 
symptoms, the malady of his patient; and when he has done this, the 
remedy is, as it were, concatenated with the name. Hence, if it be 
hysteria, the young practitioner immediately thinks of assafoetida, ether, 
or some other favourite antispasmodic, which are indiscriminately ad- 
ministered, without taking into consideration the state of the system, 
with respect to plethora, or whether the^ morbid excitement of the 
nervous system be from increased or diminished vitality. If the symp- 
toms should denote indi{^tioD, he immediately thinks of stimulating 
and tonic medicines, without duly considering, if tbe^ disorder of the 
stomach arises from morbid irritation, or from debility, and if the 
latter, whether it be direct or indirect. Over-distension of the blood- 
vessels of the head, by compressing the brain, is a very common cause' 
of indigestion in elderly subjects ; and in such cases, stimulating 
medicines, by increasing the impetus of blood, may produce apoplexy. 
Many wedi physicians suppose, that to point out a variety of species 
of a disease, and to distinguish them bv hieh-sounding terms, shews 
great accuracy of observation, and profound learning. To the igno* 
rant, this paltry exhibition of worito may appear wonderfully great. 
How far more commendable would it be, to attempt to form a system 
of medidne, on a knowledge of the economy of the animal system, so 
that a practitioner might know what he has to regulate under local or 

Seneral derangements. The regulation of the temperature^ of the 
ody, is unquestionably of ^reat importance, under every disease--* 
and yet, where is the physician who pays the smallest attention to it, 
or knows any thins of the source of animal heat ? Indeed the system 
of many fiisnionable physicians of the present day, is only a system of 
splendid quackery. 

Dr. Hah asserto, that his mimidun^ sjjrmptoms are too often refiMred 
to a disordered state of the chvlo-pQietic organs. Because Mr. Aber- 
nethy refers a great variety of diseases to this sooree, vre are not to 
suppose, tl»t so great an anatomist and physiologist is not aware that 
those organs are often symptomaticaUy affected, and that the fltomadi 
and liver receive dieir power of perfiNrmiog their oficea from tho 
cerefarai and Grambonic systems, mx* Aliemetlnr's object was, to Imy 
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down a system for yoan^ practitioners, by which they may do much 
l^ood, and could not possibly do mischief The object of his practice 
IS, to allay morbid irritation of the stomach, to produce healthy 
digestion, and keep up a regular action of the intestines, and ndtea 
these are effected, a state of system follows, unfavourable for a ffreal 
variety of diseases. If the stomach be sympathetically disordered, do 
we not diminish the primary disease, by quieting those parts which 
may sympathize with the organ primarily affected ? If organic disease 
exist, what more can be done, than to produce health? materials or chyle 
for its mutation, and to promote the action of the absorbent system by 
the blue pill ? Even when the irritation commences in the brain and 
nervous system, how powerfully do we subdue it, by keeping that organ 
(the stomach) quiet, with which the brain particularly sympathises? 
Of all the systems that have been broached, in this or any other 
country, we contend, that that by Abernethy, is the only one that is 
calculated to place the body in a state of health ; and when in that 
condition, what are the diseases, general or local, that will continue to 
exist ^ Abernethy is full^ aware, as every physiologist must be, that 
the stomach and all the viscera derive their power of performing their 
functions from the brain ; and, therefore, when they do not properly 
perform their offices, in consequence of debility of brain or oranches 
of nervous system, a remedy that is capable of acting directly on them 
will be necessary; such a remedy is the galvanic fluid : and we have 
lately met with many cases of general nervous debility, and particu- 
larly of the stomach, which had resisted the use of powerful tonic 
medicines» that were afterwards cured by it, under the direction 
of Mr. L. Beaume. Another powerful auxiliary, in such cases, is vital 
air. By inhaling this air, during the use of galvanism, the whole sys- 
tem is so invigorated, that effusions of serum in the cellular membrane 
of the extremities have been speedily removed, the stomach rendered 
capable of performing its office, and the patients were speedily restored 
to h^lth. Those were cases of debility of the primary mooing powers 
of the body, which, by the Hamiltonian system, would soon have been 
brought to an un&vourable issue. In several cases of dropsy of the 
abdomen apd extremities, we have also witnessed the beneficial effects 
of the combined use of these remedies. 

CROAKINO OP THE BOWELS.— Dr. Bradley of Huddenfleld, 
supposing that he has discovered the cause of this complaint, so dis- 
tressing to young females, has published a voluminous work on the 
subject, in which he gives the disorder the fine sounding nattie of 
sindor abdomindis. The opinions of the antients, respecting its cause 
and seat, the Doctor declares, are not more incorrect ttian those which 
are maintnined by the moderns, who refer the cause to depraved diges- 
tion, to peculiarity of the nervous system, an affection or the kidneys^ 
or obalrttclions or structure in the intestinal canal. The Doctor, in 
the course of forty years' practice, has met with forty patients aflicted 
with this disease, 9(5 of which were females. Finding that tonic and 
aperient medicines afforded only temponiry relief, he was induced to 
extend his investigation of the cause bcfyond the digestive organs. 
The patients complaining of frequent pains, and great weakness of the 
lower extremities, and other symptoms diat usually attend spind 
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aflTections, he resolved to examine the spine of a young female who had 
been long under his care. As he predicted, so did it turn out : some 
of the vertebrae of the loins he discovered to be distorted to the lefl 
side, and he fancied, in some degree, anteriorly. By pressing with his 
fingers on each side, pain was produced. On making the same exa- 
mination of the spines of his other patients, who were subject to fre- 
quent recurrences of the disorder, he found them to he either laterally 
curved or distorted, or in some morbid state, as evinced by the pain 
produced by pressure on each side of the lumbar vertebrae. The Doc* 
tor, therefore, attributes the croaking noise to a dislocation of the 
abdominal viscera, Ly a projecting part of a diseased gpine. 

Havingdiscovered the cause to be seated in the spine, the treatment 
is chiefly directed to its removal. For this purpose, caustics were 
applied m the usual manner, active purgatives administered occasion- 
ally, and the saline mixture at short intervals, to keep the system quiet. 
These remedies, with an horizontal position, the Doctor found bene- 
ficial. This croaking affection, to which he has given the fine sounding 
term of stridor abdominalis to shew the importance of his discovery, is, 
according to his own account, not a primary disease, but the mere 
effects ot a mechanical cause. Had the Doctor examined the spines of 
all his other patients, he would have found that it is far from being a 
constant attendant on even an internal projection of the spine, which, 
if its effects are mechanical, is most likely to excite it. 

The croaking noise of the intestines is occasioned by gas, chiefly^ in 
the tranverse portion of the colon, which, in consequence of spasmodic 
affection of the muscular coat of the descending portion, is prevented 
from passing downwards. The muscular fibres of the colon being in 
a state of morbid irritation, they contract irregularly ; the consequence 
of which is, the air being forced into the descending portion, and from 
it back again to the tranverse and ascending portions, the noise is pro- 
duced, which Dr. Bradley has magnified into a most formidable disease. 
The morbid irritation of the muscular coat of the colon is probably 
hysterical, because it occurs chiefly in females who are subject to 
hysterical affections, to diflicult menstruation, or fluor albus, and is 
frequently brought on by mental agitation. We never met, or heard 
of a case in a male subject; and in all the cases that we have seen, 
thei^ wiis no symptom of any spinal disease ; but as morbid irritation 
of the spinal nerves is a common consequence of disease of the verte- 
bra^ we cannot be surprised, that it, as well as irritation of tlie bladder, 
rectum, &c. which are common attendants, should occur. French 
ladies, who are very subject to the croaking affection, are well aware 
of the cause ; and on its first attack, they have recourse to a lavement 
of warm water, which allays the irritation of the nerves of the colon, 
and fiiQilitates the escape of the confined gas; and those who are sub- 
ject to it, on any slight agitation of mind, uniformly employ this remedy 
as a preventive, previous to their going into company. 

Dr. Bradley's work, (which he has ingeniously extended to an 
eight shilling volume) is, in iact, a treatise on spinal diseases, in the 
causes, treatment, &c. of which, he offers nothing new — and the fine 
sounding name of stridor abdominalis is given to tnis occasional atten- 
dl^t, tp give the appeaxance of importance to l|ia pretended discoveiy* 
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LOSS OF POWER OVER VOLUNTARY MUSCLES.— Dr. 
Bofltock has published a case of loss of power over the voluntary mus- 
cles, which occurred in his practice during his residence at Liverpool. 
The patient (a well- formed man between 90 and 40 years of a^e) first 
complained of a pain on the outside, a little above the knee, of one of 
the lower extremities, which sometimes shot up to the hip. The com- 
plaint continued to advance; and after an interval of two months, 
lie found that his power of movinf^ the limb was evidently diminished. 
During the next two months, the affection slowly increased ; he con- 
tinued to lose more and more the power of exercising the limb. 
After another interval of two months, he lost, in some degree, his 
command over the other limb, and felt shooting pains about the knee 
and hip joint; on putting his feet to the ground, a sensation darted 
through the legs, which caused him involuntarily to draw them up 
with a jerk. Shortly after this period, a difficulty in the articulation 
of particular words was evident. The disease continued to advance, 
till he lost the command over all the voluntary muscles; and afler 
dragging on a most wretched state of existence for ten months, he paid 
the debt of nature. Although he had entirely lost all influence over 
the muscles of the extremities, they possessed their full share of sensi- 
bility to external impressions and also their natural temperature. In 
the course of the disorder the spine was repeatedly examined by Dr. 
Bostock and Mr. Christian, an able surgeon at Liverpool, but they 
could not discover any appearance of disease in it. The treatment 
Dr. Bostock adopted having proved unsuccessful, he has thought pro- 
per io give no account of it ; anxious however to discover the physical 
cause of such a long continued and extensive train of complaints, the 
doctor attended witn Mr. Christian to examine the body. 

Supposing that the cause was seated in the brain, they first pro- 
ceeded to examine that organ; although the scrutiny was very minute 
they discovered no appearance in it to account for the malady. They 
then extended their examination to the spinal marrow. of the neck, 
but here nothing appeared to account for the sufferings of the patient*. 
The doctor being fatigued with the minute scrutiny, the pursuit was 
abandoned. A surgeon who had witnessed the progress of this dis- 
ease from its commencement, one would have supposed, would have re- 
ferred the sufferings of this unfortunate patient to some morbid con- 
dition of the lumbar portion of the spinal marrow ; but strange to say, 
this part of the body, in which the disease evidently commenced, was 
not examined ! ! We regret much that Dr. Bostock has not noticed the 
means he employed to relieve the patient, being satisfied that the pub- 
lication of the unsuccessful treatment of a disease, may be productive 
of as much benefit to the profession and public, as many of the cases of 
successful treatment which appear in the Transactions of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Society of London. Now as this case was read at a meet- 
ing of this society, why not publish the remarks that were made on it 
by the respectable members that were present ? 

ANEUklSM.— -Dr. Albers, of Bremen, has published a case of 
aneurism of the inguinal artery, which was cured by pressure ; the 
sutject (a sailor of thirty-six years of age) refusing to submit to 
the operation of tying, Dr. Albera and surgeon Schmidt resolved to 
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emifioj pressure ; for this purpose they gave him a compress, consist- 
ing or a cushion attached to a strap, to fiisten round the body ; on the 
lower part of the cushion there was another strap to secure it round 
the thigh. The cushion consisted of two iron pieces, the uppermost 
having the form of a common cushion externally covered with leather, 
the lower piece was round and covered with strong cloth and leather. 
This was connected with the upper piece by a screw, by which the 
pressure on the tumour might be increased or diminished at pleasure. 
After the pressure had been continued two months, the tumour became 
so painful and the thigh and leg so CBdematous, that it became necessary 
to remove the instrument ; the pain, however, still continued so violent 
as to confine him to bed. The swelling continued to augment till it was 
as lar^e as a goose's e^g, the suriace became inflamed, and the pulsa- 
tion increased ; the pain extended over the thigh, and a distressing 
sense of coldness was experienced in the limb ; a low diet and corres- 
ponding medical treatment were adopted ; it was however not thought 
necessary to unload the sanguiferous system. After the expiration of 
a week, the pulsation, and swelling were so diminished, as to admit of 
the reapplication of the compress ; no great inconvenience followed ; 
he remained in bed ; the size of the tumour continued to decrease, 
the swelling and pain of the thigh also gradually diminished, and the 
patient soon was able to walk with the aid of a stick. The disease 
continued to lessen till no pulsation was perceptible, and the swelling 
and pain had totally subsided. The compress was then discontinued, 
and on Dr. Albers seeing him four months afterwards, he could not 
discover any appearance of the disease, or the slightest pulsation in 
the groin. He therefore concludes that the artery was obliterated by 
adhesive inflammation. Dr. Albers briefly notices a case of aneurism 
of the artery of the upper arm, to which he applied a compress for six 
years without effecting a cure : the complaint however was rendered 
stationary by it. Disease took place in the chest, which he terms pec- 
toral angina, and the patient died suddenly without any previous sen- 
sation of suffocation. 

PALSY.— *Mr. Rose, an ingenious surgeon of Swaffham, ha? pub- 
lished two cases of this disease, which he treated with the voniic nut, 
10 one of which it proved useftil, and in the other useless. 

The patient to whom he administered the remedy with success was 
fortv years of age. his constitution was weakly, his temperament leu* 
cophlegmatic, and his mode of living ha^ been abstemious. The right 
siiie of the body was affected ; it was preceded by oppression of the 
diest, but not by any apoplectic attack. The parish surgeon bad bled 
bim freely, blistered the nape of the neck, emptied the bowels, and had 
placed bim on a low diet. When Mr. Rose first saw him, he admits 
that be had in a considerable deme recovered the use of the lower ex- 
tremity ; still however he moved it awkwardly, his articulation was bad, 
and his arm he eould not move in the slightest degree ; he was free 
from any symptom of imperfect digestion. Mr. Rose commenced the 
treatment with a brisk mercurial pur^ recommended him to >^P^? 
nourishing diet, to take aiaige quantity of mustard with his food, and 
to endeavour to exercise Ids wiU on the aflbcted muscles, but not to 
ftltigaethem. 
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On the 28th of March, he commenced the exhibition of the 
nut powdered, in the dose of three grainy tfatee times a day ; he also 
prescribed Jive grains of the blue pill er^ery night, and a powder ofrhu- 
barb and magnesia every morning* The dose of the vomic nut was 
gradually incrensed, so that on the 4th of April it amounted to fifteen 
grains. When he arrived to ten grains the effect of the medicine was 
manifest b; slight twitchings of the extremities, and the sensation as 
if a fluid was running down the interior of the affected arm. On tak* 
ing the first dose of fifteen grains, a strong convulsion of the whole 
bodj cameon, affecting the paralytic side most seyerely : notwithstand- 
ing this effect, Mr. Hose ordered the dose to be continued for forty- 
eight hours longer. The n[iouth being affected by the blue pill, it was 
discontinued. On the 8th of April, he found his articulation improved, 
he could walk better, and appeared to be evidentlj^ improvin)^ in every 
respect. On the ISth the dose was increased to eighteen grains ; after 
which he was again convulsed — this fit did not continue longer than a 
minute. On the I5th, after taking twenty grains of the powder three 
times a day, a considerable alteration took place for the better, 
being able to raise the affected arm three or four inches high; (he dose 
was now increased to twenty-three grains. On the 19th the improve- 
ment was rapid, bein^ able to raise the affected hand nearly to his 
mouth. On tne following day the dose was further increased to twenty* 
six grains three times a day. On the SOth the improvement was still 
more evident. On the 39th he complained of having been much affected 
with giddiness, and his lower extremities with such spasms that he 
could not walk alone. The medicine was in consequence given only 
twice a day; on the 6th of May he appeared ti> bo stationary. On the 
9th the dose was increased to twenty-seven and a hatf grains twice a 
day. On the 14th Mr. Rose found him considerably better. On the 
18th, he was able to blow his fire with the affected hand. The dose 
was now increased to thirty grains, on the SOth he was evidently g^etting 
better. On the 27th be complained of having been faint and having no 
appetite, and being very nervous. Mr. Rose ordered the powders to 
be omitted, and an infusion of cascarilla to be taken two or three timeH 
a daj^, and a grain of opium at bed time, to allay the pain in his ex- 
tremities, which he said prevented sleep. On the SOth ne was better. 
Mr. Rose now ordered a dose of pills to be taken three times a day, ^ 
composed of the gum pill, volatile sal ammoniac, and ammoniated iron. ' 
He continued to improve to the 10th of June, when he ordered the ' 
powdered vomic nut to be repeated in the dose of twenty-three grains 
twice a day. From the 13th to the SOth betook twenty- six grains 
twice a day. This medicine he continued to the 11th of July^ when h^ 
again complained of faintness, flutterings, and palpitation or the heart, 
in consequence of which, the powder was omittea. On the 14th, the 
faintness, &c. bad led him, and he had more power of using the af- 
fected limbs. The vomic nut producing effects of too serious an aspect, 
it was entirely abandoned. The bowels were well emptied by calomel 
and jalap, and the piUs of volatile ammonia, &c. were repeated. Ob 
the Slth of Angust, the patient had evidently gained* ground; but, 
complaining of a sense of fulness about the head, twelve ounces of blood 
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were taken from the arm. On the following week, he said he was 
lighter for the bleeding, but in no other respect better On the Sd of 
November he was much better, and expressed a hope that he should 
be able to go to work in the spring. — Here the case ends. The health 
of the patient, when he applied to Mr. Rose, it is admitted, was in an 
improving state; and we think the progress he afterwards made, is 
more to be attributed to the blue pill than to the vomic nut. So would 
say Mr. Abernethy. 

In the case of palsy, in which the vomic nut proved unsuccessful, 
the disease was the sequel of the painter's colic. He was only thirty 
years of age, of a thin spare habit, and sanguiferous temperament. He 
was affected with great diminution of the power of extending the thumb 
and fingers, and of moving the wrist. Mr. Rose commenced the vomic 
nut, by exhibiting five grains three times a day. Its convulsive eflfects 
were evident, as in the preceding case, when the dose was increased to 
ten grains. Mr. Rose, however, continued to augment the dose gra* 
dually, till it arrived to twenty-five grains, when \i manifested a con- 
vulsive effect on the muscles of the jaw, tongue, and lower extremities. 
The dose was gradually increased, till it amounted to thirty grains 
twice a day, when it produced the convulsive effects daily, witnout any 
beneficial result. Mr. Rose then gave the watery extract of the nut a 
trial, which was attended with no good effect. The experiments of 
Mr. Rose certainly shew the powers of a system, even when affected 
with palsy, possesses, of resisting the baneful influence of a powerful 
poison. When Dr. Granville was in Paris, he sent some cases of 
palsy, in which the vomic nut had been administered in large doses, 
with the most decided advantage, to be published in the Medical Jour- 
nals of this country. When we visited Paris about nine months after 
the cases appeared in print, we were told that the use of the remedy 
had been entirely abandoned for some monthsy even by those who had 
been most warm in its praise ; and on further inquiry, we learnt that 
the article had been administered to paralytic and rheumatic subjects, 
in the dose of fort^ grains, and that it had so effectually subdued the 
diseases for which it was exhibited, that the patients, the following day, 
left their beds for the dead house!! In a country, where bigotry and 
superstition are encouraged as a virtue, the causes of sudden death are 
not investigated. The unfortunate patients having obtained absolutioa 
of their sins, willingly resign themselves to the care of a doctor, whom 
they consider a mere instrument in the hands of the great Disposer 
of Events, and if the result be unfavourable, they calmly submit^ from 
a conviction that ^^ there is a cherub sits up aloft, waiting the life of 
poor Jack.'^ 

OXALIC ACID.— Another case of the fatal effects of this acid 
lately occurred in Portsea. A Mrs. Prouse, from its resemblance to 
the Epsom salt, requiring an aperient medicine, took about half an 
ounce, dissolved in water. Soon after she swallowed the dose, she was 
seized with a violent pain in the stomach. The attendance of Mr. 
Williams, an able surgeon of the place, was requested, who, although 
he made every possible haste, found her dead. On opening the body 
the same evening, he found the stomach and intestines nighly inflamed, 
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and the internal coat of the former entirely disorganised. A coroner^s 
inquest was held, and the following verdict was returned by the jury— 
" Death hy the oxalic add taken in mistake for sails.** 

So generally used is this acid for cleaning boot-tops, and removing 
stains from linen, that it is sold almost by every druggi$«t and grocer in 
the country, under the nnme of Acid of Sugar. In order to prevent the 
possibility of such serious mistake^:, we recommend venders of the 
article to sell a saturated solution of it instead of the crystals, which 
could not possibly be mistaken for salts. It should also be always 
sold with a title of Poison pasted on the bottle, that it might not be 
jnistnken for any thinjf else. 

BLEI:DING by LEEUFIES— Surgeon White has published a 
case of loss of blood from tlie puncture of a leech, which lately termi- 
nated the life of a female child, two years and a half old. A gland 
under the angle of the jaw being much inflamed, the mother, by the 
advice of her apothecary, applied a leech to the part, and, after it had 
done its duty, placed over it a warm poultice to encourage the bleed- 
ing, and put her to bed. The following morning, the mother found 
the child in a most alarming f^tate of debility. The blood had conti- 
nued to flow till she was so much exhausted, that the most powerful 
siimutants administered by the surgeon had no eifect, and before he 
left the room, she died. Mr. White also notices a case of excessive 
bleeding, from the bite of a leech, which occurred in the practice of his 
friend, Mr. Pritchel. On close inspection, he found the blood flowed 
from an artery, which, probably, was only partially divided. Mr. 
White, '^ OD the spur of the moment," had recourse to the method em- 
ployed by farriers, afler opening the vein of a hor^e, by passing a needle 
through the edges of the puncture, and afterwards passing round ijt 
some common thread, so as to compress. the puncture, and, of course, 
the injured artery. The excessive escape of blood from the bite of a 
leech, Surgeon Brodie would attribute to some peculiar delicate struc- 
ture of the arterial system. Since the establishment of peace between 
this country and France, the importation of leeches has been so very 
considerable, as to reduce the price of the English leech from 7/. per 
hundred to 155. The puncture of the French leech is much larger and 
deeper than that of the English leech, and this circumstance may ac- 
count for the many cases of excessive loss of blood from the bites of 
leeches, which have lately occurred in London. It is not uncommon 
for an obstinate erysipelatous inflammation to follow the application of 
the French leech, which, in some instances, has been so violent and 
extensive, as to endanger the lives of the patients. The French leech 
diflers from the English in the skin of the belly, being of a yellowish 
hue, and being larger in siase. It resembles the horse-leech of this 
country. 

CROUP.— Surgeon Leese has communicated to Dr. Uwins a case 
of this disease, which he speedily cured by a prompt and bold practice. 
The subject was only nine months old. The symptoms run high ; the 
pulse 150. Mr. L. immediately ordered ten leeches to be applied 
over the windpipe, a mixture of emetic tartar, a tepid bath every three 
hours, and a fomentation to the throat every hour. The good etkct 
of this judicious treatment was evident in a few hours, and^ before the 
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following morning, tbe syniptoins which threatened the immedifeite ex- 
tinction of life, had subsided. On this case, Mr. Leese remarks, '^ I 
am decidedly of opinion, that, had there been any delay in the appli- 
cation of the remedies, or want of entire confidence and active co- 
operation on the part of the parents, and others of the family, the dis- 
ease would have terminated fatally. Mr. Leese takes the opportunity 
to recommend the employment of persons who are in the habit of pro- 
viding and applying leeches, in tlie due application of which, profes- 
sional gentlemen are too frequently disappointed. When a specified 
number is sent for, the application is attempted by an inexperienced 
person, or they may be inert. In the case above related, the woman 
who was sent to procure them, brought a greater number than was re- 
quired to be applied, so that if some did not readily bite, others were 
at hand. The patient was, in consequence, not subjected to unneces- 
sary fatigue and delay, which, in such an acute case, might have en- 
dangered life. 

WEN. — Professor Walter, of the university of Landshed, has pub- 
lished a case of wen, in which he applied ligatures to the principal nu- 
trient arteries with success. The tumour was so large, as to impede 
both deglution and respiration. The professor first made an incision 
an inch and a half in length, at the point where the left superior thy- 
roideal artery was discovered to pulsate. By a second incision cau- 
tiously performed, he exposed the vessel, and, after securing several 
small arteries, he applied a ligature to it. After a fortnight had 
elapsed, the size of the left portion of the tumour was reduced one 
third. He soon afterwards applied a ligature to the superior thyroid 
artery of the opposite side. This operation^ in consequence of the ves- 
sel being enveloped by the enlarged gland, occupied three quarters of 
an hour. In about a month, the patient left the hospital, when he was 
able to swallow with facility. Two years afterwards, the professor was 
informed that the man had entered the army. Mr. Abernethy, in his 
Surgical Lectures, recommended this operation for wen twenty years 
B^o; but we believe he never performed it. Some years since, the expe- 
riment was made in one of our hospitals ; but, in consequence of a 
secondary hemorrhage, it failed. 

GALVANISM. — For the following communications, illustrating the 
beneficial effects of this much- neglected remedy, in cases of nervous 
debility, torpor of the liver, &c. we are indebted to the liberality of 
Mr. La Beaume. 

Firom the Rev. Claudius Martin to Mr. La Beaume. 

My dear Sir, 
My best acknowledgments are due to you for vour's of the^d instant. 
The high professional abilities you have evinced to the most intcdligent. 
part of the public, and the sound christian principles by which I am per- 
suaded you are actuated in apph'ing those abilities and principles to prac- 
tice, are above any eulogium of mine. I think you have repelled the dirt 
that was cast upon you admirably well, as you chose not to treat the 
assault with silent contempt. If the aspersions of sueb assailants 
excite any attention from the discerning and virtuous part of the pub* 
Uie^ th» scale is sura to rise on the right side. I hare m doubly but 
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all jour endeared patients^ whom I have eoQyeraed with ditriag ny 
attendances, are ready to come forward and acknowledge the essential 
benefits they have derived from your operations. As to my own case, 
viz. sciatica, and torpor of the liver, it is a duty I owe both to you 
and to society to set forth such details as you may judge worth in- 
«erting amongst others; though 1 have already communicated my own 
and other important cases of cure, oo every occasion, by letters into 
different parts of the country, and verbally near my own residence^ 
having met with many persons like myself, who had not so much as 
heard of you. You cannot but recollect the cause of my first inter- 
view with you was, that I accidentally mentioned to Air. Henry's 
brother that I was going to inquire aiier a reniedy strongly reeooi** 
mended to me for what was termed a rheumatic gout, under which 
1 had suffered for many years, when that gentleman put into my 
hands your traduced pamphlet, accompanied with an assurance that 
Mr. H. had been cured by the author. This induced me to call upon 
you immediately. During my fortnight's visits for the galvanic opera* 
lions, I accompanied in the stage many very respectable neighbours, 
one gentleman in particular almost every time, who observed the 
progress i made, for at the beginning of my attendances I had great 
difficulty in climbing the steps of tlie coach: one day in particular, 
the passengers were so obligmg as to exert their strength in assisting 
the coachman to raise me. 1 had reason to believe, that a few more 
galvanic operations alone might have perfectly relieved me of the 
sciatica, had it not been for the constitutional difficulty I have gene* 
rally experienced of exciting perspiration in the usual away, whenever 
1 have taken cold : you, therefore, consider it expedient to use the 
aid of the air-pamp vapour bath, to produce that salutary discharge 
of which 1 have felt the benefit ever since, for I feel to this dav a 
genial glow and gentle {M^rspiration never known to me befiire. Had 
ihe fine dry weather continued to permit me to persevere in attending 
jour operations, I have no reason to doubt but a completer cure might 
have been effected. My sciatica, however, has letk me ; my liver and 
bowels perform their functions, and I am now as well as I can expect 
to be, on just approaching the age of man. That Providence ma^ 
continue to shower down his choiceiit blessing upon you and your s, is 
the ardent wish of your's, faithfully, 

No. 15, Winchester- Bow, New-Uoad^ C. Marttk. 

December ^f 18 18. 

From Mr. George Henry to Mr. La Beaume. 
Sir, — I think it is a duty iowe to mankind in general, and to yourself 
in particular, to make knowa the perfect cure I have received from 
your galvanic treatment in my case, which is as follows :*-*FrDm 
Christmas 1817, I was afflicted with excruciating pains in my ri^ht 
arm, from my shoulders down to the wrist, attended with an oppression 
on my.ohest, total loss of appetite, costiveness, and a sense of suffo- 
cation on felling asleep. 1 looked at my bed with horror, could not 
lay down to rest, and was obliged night after night to walk about in 
my chamber, or sit up in the ^atest pain and misery. AAer taking 
various medi^iQes^ i' was. advised by iny doctors, to go to- Bath,, as 



38 The Gazette of Health, [tic doloureux. 

they pronounced my complaint to be an inveterate rheumatic 
gout. 

In this hopeless state I went to Bath, at the middle of last May, 
and continued there till the latter end of last June. I was pumped on, 
I bathed, I drank the waters, and got considerably worse, and came 
home with my arm contracted, and in greater pain than ever, so that 
I could not without the greatest difficulty raise my arm to my 
mouth. I contioued in this miserable condition, suffering severely in 
my stomach, bowels, shoulder, and arms, till the middle of July last, 
when I had the happiness of bearing of you. On my fii*st interview 
with you, I told you that I had consulted several medical gentlemen, 
and had also resorted to quack medicines without any benefit whatever ; 
and, from the symptoms of my disease, you expressed an opinion, that 
my disorder was occasioned by an obstruction of bile and a torpid 
state of the liver, which so seriously affected my stomach and bowels, 
disordered my breathing, and almost destroyed the use of my arm. 
Though I could hardly l)elieve that this M'as my complaint, as it was 
never once hinted to me by any of the faculty I had consulted, yet I 
submitted to your judgment, and you administered galvanism to me 
accordingly. On my first and second visit I felt myself somewhat 
better; but after the third application, I evacuated an immense quantity 
of bile, and was immediately relieved, and that to »n astonishing 
degree, from my internal complaints, and in about five weeks 1 was 
not only restored to perfect health, but by the use of the air-pump 
yapour-bath which you administered to me, I also recovered the use 
of my arm. It will afford you pleasure to know, that I can now eat 
and drink with a keen appetite, enjoying refreshing sleep without the 
dread of sudden and alarming spasms. In short, I feel myself better 
in health, strength, and spirits, than I have been for these thirty years 
past. This, Sir, is the truth which 1 shall ever feel happy to commu- 
nicate to any person you may refer to me, and I shall be glad to have 
my case published. I am, Sir, 

With gratitude for your particular attention and kindness, 

Your humble servant, 
9, Oxford Chapel Place^ Cavendish-Square^ Geobge Henry. 

December 1?, 1818. 

TIC DOLOUREUX.— We have met with a case of this most dis- 
tressing disease, of long standing and great inveteracy, in which the 
following treatment was productive of the most decided benefit : 
Take of Pale Peruvian Bark, finely powdered • 6 drachms. 
Hemlock Leaves, ditto - «... 1 drachm. 
Prussic Acid ....-.--g drachms. 
Mix well together in a glass mortar, and divide into fourteen parts; 
—one to be taken three times a day, in a wine-glass of camphorated 
julep. 

Take of Distilled Water of Peach Leaves - - 4 ounces. 
Prussic Acid ---.----- \ ounce. 
Mix. — ^To be applied to the side of the ikoe affected, as a lotion, by 
means of soft old linen, two or three times a day. 
PULMONARY CONSUMPTION.— The Pruasic acid has be^ 
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administered in ibis disease with important advantage. In one case, 
it so effectually allayed the morbid irritation of the lungs, that the 

¥itient, for a few days, was almost free from any phthisical symptoms, 
he following form has been found most beneficial : 

Take of Infusion of Roses . . - . . 4 ounces. 

Rose-water S ounces. 

Prussic Acid -------3 drachms. 

Powdered Gum Arabic - - - • 3 drachms. 
Syrup of Tolu .----- ^ ounce. 

Mix. — Two or three table-spoonsful to be taken three times a-day. 
As the Prussic acid is becoming a favourite remedy with many prac- 
titioners, in cases of inflammatory excitement of nerves, a formula for 
making it should be fixed upon by the profession, in order that it may^ be 
obtained of a certain strength. At present, it is kept by chemists 
more or less diluted; and for chemical experiments, it is sold in so 
concentrated a state, that a few drops taken into the stomach, might 
produce serious effects. 

The water of the bitter almond, noticed in our last number, which 
contains a small proportion of Prussic acid, is made by distilling the 
bitter almond cake (after the expression of the oil) in water. From 
six pounds of the cake, and four gallons of water, a gallon may be 
drawn. The oil sold under the name of oil of sweet almonds, being 
obtained from the bitter almond ; the cake may be procured at the 
cheap rate of twopence a pound. 

The distilled water of peach leaves is, by some practitioners, pre- 
ferred to that of the bitter almond, on account of its containinff a greater 
proportion of the Prussic acid, and being more pleasant to tne paJate. 
We hope this report of the efficacy or the Prussic acid, will induce 
our medical subscribers to give it a fair trial in pulmonary consump* 
tion ; being convinced, from the effects we have witnessed, in this com- 
plaint, that it is more entitled to attention than any remedy that has 
been sufirirested. 

MORBID IRRITATION OF THE BLADDER— For a cure of 
this disease, attended with a frequent urgency to evacuate the bladder, 
a considerable discharge of mucus, &c. Dr. fiaillie prescribed the fol- 
lowing composition. 

Take of Peppermint Water -------12 drachms. 

Powdered leaves of the Bear's Whortleberry 15 grains. 

Ditto Gum Arabic IS grains. 

Extract of Henbane -- 4 grains. 

Mix.— To be taken twice a-day. 
HOSPITAL PRACTICE.— The following case of extraordinary 
attention and skill of Mr. Wheeler, apothecary to St. Bartholomew s 
Hospital, we think proper to record, as a specimen of hospital practice^ 
and as meriting a serious investigation : 

An inquisition was taken on Thursday, the 8th of January, I8I9, at 
Si. Bartholomew's Hospital, before T. Shelton, Esq. Coroner for the 
City of London, on the Dody of a young man, named Richard HarroU, 
aged 21 years, who, in a fit of temporary delirium, brought on by the 
most abject poverty^ attempted to put an end to his existence, by cut«- 
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ting his tliroat with a penknife ; bat not effecting his porpose, he cut 
it in two places with a razor. 

Mr. Thomas Rinrrose stated, that the deceased lived at the house of 
Mrs. Shackford, in oenjamin-street, Clerkenwell. He was a jeweller 
bj trade; witness lived in the same house, and knew that the deceased 
had recently been much distressed for want of employ : in fact, some 
days he had not bad food to eat. On Sunday last, about two o'clock 
in the day, witness heard a doleful groaning, and stifled cries ; witness^ 
son said, '^ Father, I think Mr. HarroU is dying." Witness went up 
to the deceased's bed-room door (he having kept his bed for four days 
previously), with a person named Dovev, who endeavoured to open it, 
but found it fastened on the inside. Dovey looked through the key- 
hole, and saw the deceased lying on the bed, with his throat and chin 
badly cut. He informed witness of the circumstance, and he broke 
open the door ; upon approaching the bed, they found the deceased 
lying on his back, with the razor sticking in his throat, which the wit- 
ness took out of the wound. Witness believed the blade of the knife 
was completely buried inside the deceased's throat when he saw it. A 
pen-knife, very bloody, lay on the bed, and there were cuts in the de- 
ceased's throat, which appeared to have been inflicted with the knife. 
Witness sent for a surgeon, who advised the deceased to be removed to 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital. The deceased was employed by a rela- 
tion, some few months ago, and had purchased articles of inrniture, 
&c* and intended to have been married ; but his relation having heard 
of it, discharged him firom his service, and since that time, he had been 
unable to get employ sufficient to enable him to subsist. For the week 
prior to his cutting bis throat, he was deranged in his intellects, and 
witness was of opinion, the derangement was caused by his sufferings 
from poverty, and he ate nothing, but was supported by taking a little 
tea or gruel. The female to whom he was to have been married, caoie 
to see the deceased, on the morning that he cut his throat, and had 
taken leave of him only two or three minutes when he committed the 
act. 

Mr. James Dovey corroborated the above evidence. 

Mr. Charles West Wheeler, assistant to his father, the apothecary 
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital stated, that he had attended the 
deceased nearly every day since he was brought to the hospital. 
The wounds in his throat did not in the least hasten his death. 
Witness could not say what was the cause of the deceased's death ; 
sometimes the deceased appeared to be det^nged and like a maniac ; at 
another time he appeared to.be labouring under fever only. Witness 
could not say what was the complaint the deceased was afflicted with. 
He was satisfied the witnesses who said the blade of the razor was com- 
pletely buried in the wound in the deceased's throat must have made 
a mistake. The deceased's throat was nearly well before he died. Wit- 
ness thought his father could explain the treatment the deceased re- 
ceived better than he could. 

Mr. Wheeler, senior, apothecary to the hospital, stated, that be 
attended the deceased almost daily ; his symptoms were very change* 
ai4e,\ sometimes witness believed the deceased was a miauaCp as he wa» 
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capable of speaking, but refused to answer a single question ; sometimes 
his disorder appeared to be fever only, his pulse was then 190, and 
upwards, a minute. Witness administered 5tfcA //<iiig;j as he thought 
proper. He died on Wednesday morning. 

Examined by a juryman. — Mr. Wheeler did not know the deceased^s 
disorder positroely; out thought it typhus fever!! 

Coroner : How did you treat the deceased for a typhus fever— in the 

same way as you would a maniac ? Witness treated the deceased 

with such medicines as he considered proper to counteract the apparent 
symptoms generally ; but his disorder seemed of a doubtful kind ! ! 

Juryman : Then it would have been proper to have called in 2Lphy» 

skian. I suppose you did so ? Witness did not : he did not think it 

necessary : he and bis son had done every thing that human skUl could 
accomplish ! ! 

Juryman : I always understood that physicians attended at the hospi- 
tals for the purpose of giving their opinion in doubtful cases. This you 
say was a critical case, aud I want to know wh^ a physician was not 
called in to him ? Pray how often does a physician visit the hospital ? 

Witness believed there was a physician in attendance every day-; 

but he was sore that no man could have done more for the deceased than 
had been doner 

Juryman : Then it is of no use bavins physicians at all ; for I should 
be glad to know, to what case you would call in a physician, if not in 
sudb a one as the present ? —Witness could only say that every atten- 
tion had been' paid to the deceased, and every thing that Aill could do 
for him had been done. 

Juryman : I and some of my brother jurymen are of opinion that if a 
physician had been called in (and we think this case most imperativelj 
demanded it), that he might have discovered the deceased's disorder* 

Witness : I have for nearly fifty years practised cAy^tc, and I can say 
that 1 know nothing more could have been done K>r the deceased than 
was performed. It was impossible for any human being to have disco- 
vered his complaint ; I have opened the body and found several ulcers 
in the intestines, — which, no aoubt, caused his death. 

Juryman. — In a doubtful case, in future, I hope a physician will be 
called in. I must say that there was great neglect that it was not done 
in the present case. 

The Coroner summed up, and said, that, from the evidence of Mr. 
Wheeler, the deceased must have died, not from the act he committed, 
but from the disease in his intestines. He could not help say inf(, that 
it would have been more satisractoi)(van4|aiore correct haa a physician's 
attention been called to this case; and in future, in doubtful cases, he 
hoped it would be done. 

The Jury were unanimously of opinion that a physician's advice was 
requisite in this case, and returned a verdict of ^^ Died by the Visitation 
of God.'' 

TbBS, it appears, that although the man had partially divided the 
;wiod-pipe, no surgical aid was called in ; and, although this learned 
apodiecary, who had been in the practice of physic fifty yeairs, could 
not discover the nature of the disease, he did not think proper to trouble 
ike hospital physicians to see the patient. The apothecary saw bio 
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one dajr, and his son another dajr ! !^ At one time he thought the man 
was a maniac, at another that his disease was tjphas, and, on dissec- 
tion, he discovered that it was ulceration of the intestines ! ! Now, 
had a surgeon been called, might not the disease of the intestines have 
been ascertained t As to ulceration of the intestines, it does not appear 
the unfortunate patient ever complained of his bowels, and if uloera- 
iion existed, of what was it the consequence ? Was it the effect of in- 
flammation, corrosive medicine, or had he swallowed the razor with 
which he made an incision into the wind-pipe ? The examination was 
even made by Mr. Wheeler, so that this man is not only apothecary, 
but physician and surgeon to the hospital ! ! The duty of an hospital 
apotnecary is, to compound the prescriptions of the physicians and sur- 
geons, and to apprise the medical officers, when their assistance is par^ 
ticularty required. With the diseases of the patients he has nottiing 
to do. They are the province of the physicians. This instance of ap- 
parent neglect of duty in Mr. Wheeler, we hope will not escape the 
investigation of the Governors. 

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION OF A HUMAN BODY.— 
A remarkable case of spontaneous combustion of a human being, lately 
occurred in Paris. The subject (a female) had long been in the habit 
of taking brandy to an excess. Her husband on returning home found 
her in a dying state. On examining the body after dissolution, it exbi* 
bited the appearance of having been burnt. The apparel being entire, 
tad no fire in the house, the physicians who were called in attributed 
her death to spontaneous combustion. The transactions of the Royal 
Society of London, present a similar instance of spontaneous ignition 
of a htiman body wnich occurred at Ipswich, and in the Journal de 
Physique of I^atris, many cases not less extraordinary are recorded. The 
subjects were notorious drunkards. 

MISS MAC AYOY. — Dr. James Thompson has favored us with a 
perusal of a letter he recently received from Dr. Renwick of Liverpool, 
respecting this young woman, whose powers of ascertaining colotnrs, 
^nd of reading smalt print bv her fin^rs, we have noticed on the au- 
thority of this respectable pnvsician in some of our back numbers.-^ 
By tfiis letter, it appears that Miss Mac Avoy has been seriouslv indis* 
posed since we gave omr last report of her, and that she has lost her 
extraordinary powers of touch. At this time she has an extensive 
abscess on one side of her chest, on which a slight pressure produces 
ihintin^ and sometimes convulsions, firom which it is probable that it 
has an internal communication. She has also an abscess over the lower 
part of the lumbar vertebne and sacrum, attended with symptoms of 
oisease of the bones. Dr. Ren wick positively asserts that he is perfectly 
convinced that no deception has been practised either by herself or her 
attendants, and that ene really did possess the extraordinary powers 
which hove been ascribed to her by every unprejudiced person wno saw 
her when sbe was in health. Her eyes al the time she exhibited her 
powers were closed by adhesive plaster, so effectually, that even had 
she not been blind, rike could not possiUy have seen any thinff. The 
Doctor concludes his letter with the foVowiii^ experiment, whi^ kt 
tnade in order to ascertain if flhe was r^ly bhnd. Whilst be was an* 
^ged in a conversation with her, ha ioek a pistol out of his pockt^ and 
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with a determined air presented it at ber when her ejree were directed 
towards him. He repeated this experiment twice more in different di- 
rections* No alteration took place in a single feature, not a muscle 
was excited into action, and he believes she is unconscious at this mo7 
ment, tbata pistol was presented at her. The Doctor repeated the 
experiment, on his return home, to a friend who happened to be therei 
who (not being blind) was so alarmed that he nearly fell off the chair 
on which he was seated. This experiment satisfactorilj proves, in the 
opinion of Dr. Renwick, that Miss Mac Avoj has not the power of 
seeins:, even when the eye*lids are not closed. 

LIVING BIOGRAPHY.— Messrs. Sherwood and Co. have pubr 
lisbed a second edition of biographical Memoirs, literary and critical^ 
of the most eminent physicians and surgeons of England, with the 
imiM>rtant addition of an extemporaneous pharmacopceia ; being A 
choice collection of the prescriptions of the leading physicians and 
surgeons. The prescriptions are all modern, and being neat ana 
chemical, will prove highly useful to physicians, surgeons, and apothe- 
caries in general. The diseases for which they were given are specified| 
and directions for their exhibition subjoined. — 

DEAFNESS.— Sirs,— Feeling that the great object ofprofessional 
labours should be to afford relief to our fellow mortals, sumring under 
privation of health, or any peculiar sense, I consider it a duty to offer 
some few cautions, which if attended to, may prevent many from ex<- 
periencing that species of deafness distinguished too generally b;|f the 
term nervous, with a view to make these observations more extensively 
useful, I present them for insertion in your popular work, in conse- 
quence of its being read by so large a number of private £unilieS| 
who never see a medical work of any other description. 

The cases denominated nervous deafness, in most instances, present 
to a superficial observer, no appearance of organic derangement, or 
defect ; the passage of the ear is deficient in the natural secretion, of 
cerumen, or if there is a small quantity, it is of a scurfy laminat^ 
DAture, or else very glutinous in its consistence, the membrane, vui^ 
garly called the drum of the ear, is in these cases very dry, and in- 
sensible to the vibration occasioned by sounds, and frequently tb^ 
jwtient complains of distressing noises in the head* 

On close examination into the origin of many cases of this nature^ 
the complaint is found to derive from sudden changes of temperature 
which producing what is commonly called a cold, the inner passages 
of the ear^ or eustachian tubes, become obstructed by mucus, which 
left to itself inspissates, and produces deafness of various aegrees 
according to the obstruction ; but it is not cold alone that occasions 
this obstruction, as other causes produce the same effect, amongst 
these mav be reckoneid all irregularity or excess in point of diet, want 
of exercise, &c. which occasioning bilious affections, abundance of 
humours are driven to the head. 

From reneated experience, and observation, I am ewerj dey more 
satisfied or tiha truth of those opinions formerly published in vour 
work, and my essiiyi namely, that the aUution of new born inmnti^ 
particularlv the head, is highly injudicious, and to that cause many 
of th^ de^i aod duoib Qwe their misfortune* In further coiifirmatioo 
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of this, I beg to state the following case : I have been consulted through 
a most respectable surgeon, on behalf of a young woman, who has 
been almost totally deprived of hearing, in consequence of repeatedly 
washing her head ; she consulted a meclical gentleman, who perforated 
the membranes of her ears; much pain resulted from the operation, 
which deprived her of what little hearing she had remaining, and in 
the opinion of the surgeon who sent her to me (not the one who per- 
formed the operation), as well as myself, it is now nearly a hope- 
less case. 

I have had lately a large proportion of cases of deafness arising from 
washing the head: when they occur in children, or very young persons, 
an abandonment of the custom, with ])roper remedies, generally prove 
successful in a short time. 

As far as regards personal cleanliness this custom is unnecessary, 
and being unsafe should not be resorted to. 

. It will not be possible within the limits of this paper, to enter into 
a minute description of each particular species of case, and it will be 
8till less useful to mention the curative process ; I shall therefore 
merely recommend that no heating or acrimonious preparations be 
resorted to^ which in no instance will render benefit, but more often 
lay the foundation of inflammatory diseases, painful to the patient, 
and tedious in their cure. I did hope no surgeon would have resorted 
to the operation of perforating the membrane, which has been aban- 
doned by enlightened practitioners, after having proved not only use- 
less but injurious, but as some pertinaciously adhere to error, it re- 
mains with patients to resist any attempts of the kind, which may 
render them incurable ;' and on no account to permit the introduction 
of a probe into their , ears, under the idea of examining the state of 
them, such means of examination being totally useless, unnecessary, 
and oflen dangerous. I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. WRIGHT, 
Surgeon and surgeon aurist to her late Majesty. 

10, Bolsover Street^ Cavendish Square^ Jan, 17, 1819. 

Gemtlbmbn. — I know not if 1 may presume to request the favour 
of your inserting in your valuable Gazette of Health, the following 
simple remedy for deafness, which I have known in three or four cases 
to prove highly beneficial to those persons who have laboured under 
this unpleasant deprivation of one of the blessings of the Almighty. 

I do not mean to state that the following remedv will answer in all 
cases of deafness, where the tympanum is injured either by accident 
or violence, or from a deficiency in secretion of wax, or it may be 
possible from several other causes ; but this I mean to state, that per- 
sons who have laboured under this afiliction for many years, have re* 
covered their hearing, if not completely, at least in a very considerable 
degree, and in this enlightened age, when the laudable thirst, and in- 
satiable desire of searchmg into the depths of nature, for the purposes 
of developing her secrets dnd unfolding her mysteries, become so ge- 
neral, I hope I may be pardoned for jpicking up the salt from the sur- 
^ce of the earth instead of digging and diving deep into the boWels of 
it. You will pardon this prolixity, but I conceived it in some mea* 
sure necessary when we tonsider that hoUiing under the name of lit 
medicine can be esteemed worthy either of the attention or trial of 
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the ^nerality of mankind, which is not a compound of uncommon and 
expensive drugs, with names as uncommon^ and virtues ascribed to 
them equally uncommon^ and it not unfrequently happens that the onlj 
thing common to them, is their high price. Far be it from me to in- 
sinuate malicious reflections on any person, but do we not see it veri- 
fled every year, every month, every week, every day, every hour ; that 
he who can give the highest sounding titles, epithets, and names, tlm 
longest woras, and shortest sense, the most bombastic eulogiums, and 
rbodomontades, is certain of gaining the greatest applause and greatest 
purses too ? Witness the undeserving merit ascribed to many of our 
quack medicines, which owe their cefebrity and sale, more to the in- 
comprehensibility and lensth of the words by which they are called, 
than to the virtues for which they are acknowledged ; m the same 
manner as the country clown despised and condemned the sermons of 
a very eminent divine, because they were not interlarded with learned 
Latin and Greek quotations, and was not contented with plain sound 
sense. '< We pay for the best," says he, '^ and we ought to have the 
best, whether we understand it or not.'' How little do such persona 
consider the truth of Shakspeare*s observation on this bead : 
From lowest place when virtuous things proceed, 
The place is oignified by the doer's deed : 
Where great additions swell, and virtue none, 
It is a dropsied honour :« good alone 
Is good, without a name ; vileness is so : 
The propertj^ by what it is should go, 
Not by the title. 
It is not my intention io condemn any medicine on account of its 
name, but I mean to state that there are thousands of articles which 
appear valuable for their name, and it not unfrequently happens that 
many valuable medicines do not come into general repute, because 
their names are not understood ; of these it is possible we may say 
with the poet Qua rara cliaroj but the proprietors have the consola- 
tion of comforting themselves with this reflection, Rarajuvant 

Quod facile est vile est* Copia tollit amorem. Voluptates commendai 

rarior vsus. 

Let no one despise the following simple remedy till he has laboured 
under the disease, and made apj^ication without receiving benefit. 
Take as much bay salt as will lay on a sixpence, and dissolve it in a 
teaspoonfnl of warm water ; when dissolved pour half of the solution 
into the affected ear, laying the head on a table for ten minutes; this 
is best applied when going to bed. Take a small piece of coarse brown 

})aper doubled, which warm, and lay on the ear; continue this for a 
brtnight, and the hearing will be restored. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

CHEMICUS. 
I shall feel obliged to any of your medical correspondents to account 
for persons gaping, and why it should be catching. 
Exfnouth Street, December 96, 1818. 

VARIOLOID DISEASE.— In our last Number, we have noticed 
an eruptive disease, which fbr some time has prevailed in Derby, and 
to which Dr. Bbut, a physician of great candonr and acute observa- 
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tion, residing in that town, has ^iven the name of variohid. The de« 
^cription the Doctor gave of his supposed new disease, confused as it 
was, has induced a Dr. Thomson to fancy that it has appmred at Lanark. 
The Doctor's account of its appearance, &c. being concise, we shall 
give it in his own words. 

<^ At Mr. Owen's mills, through the obliging attention of Mr. Gib- 
son, who has the medical charge there, I had an opportunity of seeing 
118 cases of ^oung persons affected with this disease. In its general 
appearances it bore a very striking resemblance to that which I have 
bad occasion to see in Edinburgh, though, on the whole, it appeared to 
pie to have a character considerably milder. Four only of those 
affected with it had previously passed through small-pox : in two of 
these the disease was mild, but in the other two severe. Eighty-two 
bad this disease after having passed throuj;h the cow-pox. in a few 
of these, it might be said to be severe ; but m by far the greater number 
it was extremely mild, and exhibited the most convincing proofs of the 
efficacy of cow-pox in modifying small-pox. Thirty-two aad the dis- 
fsse without having passed through either cow-pock or small-pox ; 
and, what appeared to me remarkable, it had proved fatal only in one 
person of this class. Several, however, had been in imminent danger, 
and their recoveries may be tedious. Five or six of this class, as well 
as a considerable number of those who had previously passed through 
cow-pock, had the disease in a form so slight, as to agree with the de- 
scriptions which have been given of chicken-pox rather than small-pox. 
Several individuals had experienced a severe variolous fever, without 
any eruption having appeared ; while others had the eruption, with 
little or no fever. The eruption itself varied in quantity, from one 

Imstule to a number that was in some instances uncountable. By a 
etter which I received last evening from Mr. Gibson, 1 learn that the 
disease is still on the increase. One more instance has occurred of its 
having attacked a boy who had previously passed through small- pox; 
and one where it has attacked, for the second time, a lad who had pre- 
viously passed through the cow-pock. In some of thoee who have 
neither undergone cow-pock nor small^pox, the disease continues, Mr. 
Gibson informs me, to exhibit the symptoms which have been regarded 
as characteristic of chicken-pox.[' 

WINES. — Sirs, — The following may possibly prove of service to 
your correspondent, page 1 120^ and many of your readers, and with 
that view I send it. 

Bristol, Dec. 7, 1818. C. J. P. 

Wines on the fret should be racked, if their own lee indicates decay 
they should be racked on the sound lee of another wine of similar, 
but stronger quality, to protract their dedine ; if this be done at an 
early period, it may renovate the sick wine ; on these occasions ^ivin^ 
the sick wine a cooler place, will retard its progress to acidity ; if 
convenient such wines should be forced and bottleo. Previous to bot- 
tling, or rather at the forcing, give it oQe^ two or three table spoom* 
ful of calcined gypsum finely piaverLied. This will check its tendency 
to acidity without exciting much intumescence, without injuring the 
colour of the red wine, and without retarding its coating to the bottle^ 
which it rather promotes* The proper forcing for red wines wce^ the 
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whites of ten or twelve eggs, beat up with one or two tea-spoonsrul of 
salt per hogshead, and wefl worked into the wine with a forcing rod; 
the gypsum shoald be first boiled in a little water. Your readers will 
doubtless perceive this is intended to check the acetous process. To 
retard the vinous, I understand the French are in the habit of burn- 
ing sulphur immediately under the cask, and possibly the sulphuric 
acid evolved by the combustion, may check its progress and prevent the 
necessity of an admixture. 

Orange wine of a superior kind may be made with Slbs. of clayed 
sugar, and lib. of Malaga raisins to each gallon of water, to which add 
the juice and peel of an orange, and to every 100 gallons of fluid 41b8. 
of Rhenish tartar, 21bs. of honey, and lib. of Mahiga raisins, with a 
large orange juice and peel to every gallon of water, and 41bs. of Rhenish 
tartar to every 100 gallons fluid, will make an orange wine still supe- 
rior to the former. Steeping and pressing the fruit, and expending the 
tartar in setting, raising, and cutting the backs ; the orange peel and 
juice are not to be added until the last stage of fermentation, that is on 
cutting; they will possess infinitely more vinosity than the ordinary 
orange wines, indeed nearly as much as the juice of the vine. Lemon 
wine equally delicious may be made in a similar manner, both these 
wines, as they advance in age, lose much of the grosser part of the 
orange and lemon flavour; one approaches the bergamot and the other 
to a fine citron, and become fragrant as they advance in year?, and they 
will be more improved if treacle be used, divested of its colour and 
burnt flavour. 

QUACKERY.— Sir,— When I was at Bristol, during the last fair, 
that city was placarded, and bills w*ere distributed, from a man of 
the name of William Rowden, ati axle-tree maker, or carpenter, of 
Fisherton Auger, near Salisbury, but who had recently undertaken, to 
cure deafness; one of which bills having been delivered to me, 1 wrap- 
ped some papers up in it, whereby it has been saved, and having occa- 
sion frequently to look at these papers, some of the names therein men* 
tinned became familiar to my memory. Now, Sir, without loosing my 
time and your's by any examination of the merits of this WiUiam 
Rowden, 1 wish to point out that this ci-devant carpenter, in the bill 
now in my possession, claims the merit of curing Mr. fiane, of Castle 
Combe; Master White, of Enford, Devizes; and Mr. Parody, of 
Newport, Isle of Wight; which are also claimed by Home and Co. 
the newly set up " JSurgeons and Jurists^ M.R,C.'* Are the public, 
therefore, to unoerstand, that this carpenter is one of the Company/ 
and, probably, having been employed to repair some of the royal car- 
riages, such as a baggage-waggon, &c. he considers himself a most 
royal carpenter ; or do Home and Co. intend to dispute with this car- 
penter the great merit of curing these people, who, if we may judge 
from other cases cited, are of a description easy to be imposed upon, 
or to be deceived in regard to " M.R.C." which they might ignorantly 
mistake for Members of the Royal College, to \yhich, if this companj/ 
har^ any pretensions, they need not resort to initials^ 

I am, Sir, youf's, &c. 

A CONSTANT READER. 
XAmdoitf Januarjf 6thy 1819. 
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Whenever persons wbo atlempt to. practise, in any of (he professional 
departments of mecUpine or surgery, bre obliged to resort to the plan 
of citing instances or cures in common cases, it plainly tells, that they 
are in their general treatment unsuccessful , and therefore determine to 
make the most they can of any successful case. As our correspondent 
properly observes, we shall not lose oux* time by any comments on the 
abilities of either Home and Co. or Wm. Rowden ; the public will form 
their own opinion of the connexion, and appreciate their talents accord- 
ingly. 

it is a sort of fashion to form ostensible or hidden partnerships in 
this department ; probably one brings impudence without ability into 
the concern, and tne other ability without impudence; as an instance — 
A professional correspondent expresses his surprise, that Mr. Stevenson 
should take so much merit to himself for curing a duke's son, as to 
cause notice of it to be promulgated to the world through the public 
prints, in the following words : — " The Duke of WeUingtorCs soriy Lord 
Charles Welleslei/^ having perfectly recovered his hearing under the care 
of Mr, . Sttvensofty is a^ain returned to Eton school.^ — Now we see 
nothing very wonderful in this, for Ve know that cases of deafness in 
young persons*are more easily cured than in adults, and are performed 
every day by less assuming men. However, on referring to our I9tli 
Number, we find this mode of puffing is not at all new to Mr. Steven- 
son, thouc;h in speaking of himself, he has now modestly abandoned the 
title of ^^ ofz/ire," whicliy in that Number, called forth the observations 
of our correspondent, J. L. of Bloomsbury-Square. 

ARNOLD'S BALSAM OF COLTSFOOT.— The proprietor, who 
styles himself a chemist and apothecary, asserts that, ^' tnis prepara- 
tion of coltsfoot is one of the most 9afe and effectual remedies, and the 
greatest discovery ever made in the annals of medicine, for cougfis^ 
coldsj asthmas^ hooping-cough^ shortness of breathy and consumption. 
The reputation of the herb coltsfoot, from which this balsam is pre- 
pared, has been established 2000 years. To prevent impositions^ the 
proprietor writes his own name on the printed directions which accom- 
pany each bottle, and without it, he assures the public, the article can- 
not be the true balsam of coltsfoot. As to the cures it has performed, 
they would fill volumes. There is a considerable saving on taking half 
a dozen bottles." On subjecting this great discovery to ^emical exa- 
mination, we find it to be composed of opium, liquorice, salt of tartar, 
and alcohol ! ! ! The contents of a two and sixpenny bottle cost the 
benevolent proprietor three pence. Now, for consumption, difficuhy 
of breathing, asthma, and recent cough, we have no hesitation in de- 
claring it to be a most dangerous remedy. It may aUay pain, and 
quiet cough, but it will assuredly increase inflammatory action, dis- 
pose the system to fever, hasten the progress of the organic disease of 
the lungs, in consumption; check expectoration in asthma; and by 
constipating the bowels, in all the complaints, for the certain cure of 
which it is recommended, may be productive of the most serious con- 
sequences. Surely, when such potent medicines are advertised as pre- 
parations of herbs, which in themselves are innocent, merely to deceive 
the unwary and ignorant, it is high time that this trade of auackeij 
should be put under some le^al restraint ; — but we are told, that it 
prodaces to the legislature, thirty thout^and pounds annually! ! a sum 
equal to the Royal pin-money. 
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OF DR. G. L. TUTHILL, 

Physician to Bdbkm Jtospital and the Wntmnster Infirmary^ laU 
Lecturer on Chemistry^ Pathology^ Sic. Candidaie for a FeUowship 
of the Royal College of Physicians, A.M. of the Umvetrity of 

• Cambridge^ S^c. 8fc, 

Aj^ admirer of tli^ state of medicine as it existed upwards of two 
thousand years ago, and a derider of. modern improvements) on read- 
ing the biographical sketch of Dr. John Latham^ which ap|>eared in 
our last number, very emphatically observed, ^^ surely there is a glar- 
ing impropriety in '^publishing any thing in the wav of biographical 
inemoirB of .a pliysician daring his lifetime." This remark maybe 
ju^t in regard tq VLfrivate individual, but in our opinion it by no means 
applies to a public p haracten The publicitv in which a physician it 
prbfessionady placed, raises him on a height for*observfttion and cri- 
tjoism, and the moment he wishes to resist public opinion and inquiryi 
that moment Jie forfeits his claim to public confidence. Living bio« 
^aphy affords a powerful incentive to the worthy, to further perfec- 
tion, a|p4 to ittie faulfy. apd vicious, to improvement and reformation. 
The man distipguished for conscientious rectitude, and who has Nothing 
to conceal, will be frieivdly to such delineation, while be who is coop 
scious of a blemif)h will condemn it^ No set of men deserves the ap- 
pellation of public characters more than physicians. Do they not 
pretend to be guardians of the public health, and were not the exelu* 
siye privileges granted to the UQllege of Physicians fer this truly ho- 
nourable and important office ? The dearest interests, of society being 
idaced under their care, it is ^r^ly proper that the public should be 
iilly acquainted wit^ the grounds of their claims to implicit confidence, 
to which, the Fellqws of the College in p^rticulari declare tbe«nselves 
•to be en ti lied, in consequence of 8uperk>r education. Phvsicians are 
not merely private dealers in vile lucre. The sujbject of their avoca- 
tion is one in which the public is d^plj interested, and which requires 
St knowledge of every branch of medicine, deliberate reflection and 
strict integrity ; nay, so far are physicians public characters, that the 
licentiates of the Collqje cannot refuse attendance oo the sick at aoj 
period of the ^ay< without ^ome ^tisfectoty reason. No profession 
requires so much judgment in conducting its practice, as medicine ; on 
the accurate discrimination afid prompt exertions of the physician, does 
Do^ the, fete of 9nr nefirest and dearest tiei depend 2 . la the law the 
practitioner is regulaieci by. the Stiyt^tes^and the art of quibbling and 
chicanery is i| i^ecesflfQf qi!)»Ufiat«>ti^ in oiodet to fruatrate tha machi- 
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nations of unprincipled wretches, and we often find at the bar the 
most impudent and loquacious, are esteemed the greatest advocates. 
Here the wig has still its influence, and clients are not unfrequently 
more indebted to expressions of the pleader's countenance, although 
the most vacant that ever was delineated by Lavater, for a successful 
issue^ than to his arguments, or even the justice of his cause. 

« Clamour in the throng 

Loquacious, loud, and turbulent of tongue, 

Aw'd bj no shame, by no respect controul'd, 

In scandal busy, in reproaches bold." 
These members of the profession of the law, it may be said, possess 
more than any other — ^' a wall of brass." 

The divines of the Established Church are restricted by certain 
doctrines, termed sound or orthodox ; but in medicine all depends on 
the conception the physician takes of the case, which if erroneous may 
prove fatal to the life of the patient. Hence erron.ous doctrines in 
medicine, and unworthy conduct in practitioners, should be promptly 
and effectually expo8ed,andin our biographical memoirs of living phy- 
sicians and surgeons this is our only object; and surely the friend of 
Dr. Latham, and the solicitor to the lloyal College of Physicians will 
not deny, that it is better that one should be made the sport of the 
theory or false opinions of a practitioner, than thousands should fall a 
aacrince to them. How many lives have been cruelly destroyed by the 
blind and infatuated followers of the Brunonian system ? Not a pupil 
of that theorist but will recollect with deep regret, the numerous &tal 
cases which have occurred in his practice, which his experience at a 
later period, displays to his awakened conviction, might have been 
saved by a more rational treatment. We therefore assert, once for all^ 
that by continuing to give in each subsequent number, a memoir of a 
medical practitioner, we are not actuatedf by any personal feelings to« 
wards the individual, and that our sole object is to induce practitioners 
to exercise the art for the good of the public, and the honour of the 
profession. Dr. Tuthili, the subject of the present memoir, is a gra« 
duate of the University of Cambridge, and of course-one of the chosen 
few to whom the obsolete Charter of the London College, granted by 
Henry VIII. gives a preferc^nce, or in College language, ^* which hatn 
accomplished all things for his form without grace." After quitting 
Cambridge — this physician did not offer the University that pointed 
insult which many of its graduates in medicine have done, by going to 
Edinburgh for the purpose of acquiring a /n^octtco/ knowledge, or of 
seeing the diseases of which he had heard or read, but boldly settled in 
London, as a physician legally qualified to prescribe for the afliicted, 
and to receive the customary remuneration. The learned physician 
commenced his career by advertising lectures on the two most import- 
ant branches of medicine, viz< chemistry and pathology. The lectures 
were tery industriously advertised, and although be promised to eluci- 
date the phenomena of diseases, on a knowledge of the animal economy, 
the doctor was not so fortunate as to obtain a class. The death of Dr. 
Simmonds having occasioned a vacancy of Physician to St. Luke's 
Hospital, Dr. Tuthili offered himself a candidate for that important 
appointment, and publicly declared Ihat he had for some time paid par- 



OF 2>B. TUTHiLL.] The Gazette of Health. 61 

ticular attention to the dtseages of the mind ! The doctor however was 
unsuccessful in this application, in consequence of the majority of the 
^vernors havinf^ presumed to suppose, (strange presumption indeed), 
that a roan who had availed himself of opportunities of acquiring a 
knowledge of mental maladies at the different institutions in London, 
was better qualified to undertake the office of prescribing for them, 
than the man who had onlv read, dreamt, or formed a theory of them. 
So unacQuainted was the learned doctor with the world, and particu« 
larly witn the degree of credit to*which the professions and promises 
of some leading characters in the citj were entitled, he imagined that 
tliej really felt so ^reatan interest in his welfare, and such an admira- 
tion of his professional abilities, that he had onljr to present to them 
proposals to establish an institution equ.il to that of St. Luke's Hospi« 
tal, to induce them to carry it into execution, that they might have the 

f ratification to present him with the appointment of physician to it. 
'be learned doctor accordingly did issue proposals to that effect, in 
the preliminary remarks of which, he contended that insanity had in- 
creased to an alarming degree in the metropolis, within the last three 
jears, and that it was still increasing, and the doctor's arguments car- 
ried strong presumptive evidence of the truth of his declaration. In 
ingenuity of argument he out-solorooned Solomon. The doctor was * 
so certain of being enabled to carry his plan into execution, that he 
really asked a noble lord where the building should be erected ; who 
coolly replied, that he did not know a more proper place than the air ! 
. This unexpected answer cooled the doctor's ardour. Fortunately for the 
doctor the office of physician to the Bethlem Hospital soon afterwards 
iDecame vacant, in consequence of the dismissal of Dr. Monro, a fel- 
low of the Royal College. Dr. Tuthill lost no time in offering him- 
self as a candidate, but on examining the rules of the institution, the 
doctor had the mortification to find, that he was ineligible, none but 
Fe^ows of the Royal College of Physicians being deemed competent 
to the important office. The governors however not being aole to 
discover a reason whj the Fellows of the College should be better qua- 
lified than a candidate for a fellowship, or a graduate of a Scotch uni« 
versity, revoked the law, as illiberal and unjust, and declared all 
doctors of medicine to be eligible, who could produce testimonials of a 
sufficient residence at an university, or of having gone through the ne- 
cessary discipline. The doctor accordingly renewed his application to 
the governors, and by dint of urgent importunities, and the indefati- 
gable exertions of his friend Mr. Carlisle, he succeeded in obtaining 
a majority of one in his favour. The plan of a new establishment 
was then abandoned. Of the doctor's attention to the duties of his new 
office we have heard no complaint. He is in general very punctual to 
the time appointed for his attendance, but notwithstanding tne great at- 
tention he professed to have paid to aisfases of the mind, we do not find 
that he has adopted any plan of treatment, with a view to reinstate 
reason on her throne, and bring the rebellious brain under her con- 
troul. He marches over the wards with the apothecary^ prescribing 
such medichies as the state of the general health may indicate. When 
the system is too high or plethoric, ordering venesection, purgatives 
.und lowdiety and when too low, tonics and stimulants^ withageueroHi 
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di^t. In practice he therefore accomplishes no more than any apothe- 
cary might effect, so that to the fund of our. knowledge of insanity, or 
other diseases of the mind, we are fearful the doctor is not likely to 
contribute much. On finishing his hospital visit, he may however 
say he has done as much, if not more than that valiant monarch, 

Who did with forty thousand men, 

March up a hill and down again. 
We see no reason why the treatment of insanity should be claimed 
by any set of men. To trace the action of the mind upon the body is 
the duty of every practitioner, and we do iiot find that those physicians 
who pretend to have paid particular attention to insanity, pursue any 
mode of treatment with which surgeons and apothecaries are not well 
acquainted. 

The prominent characters of insanity are suspicion and timidity — 
the first is evinced by a rooted distrust and dislike of his nearest and 
dearest ties ; and the second by the effect of coercion, which effectual- 
ly reduces him to a state of subjection. The maniac may therefore be 
considered the most selfish of all characters, being entirely occupied 
with himself and his own interest. Under these circumstances the 
question is, what mode of treatment is the best to adopt with the view 
to reinstating reason on her throne, and to diffuse those feelings which 
appear concentrated on himself. If coercion be too strictly employed, 
tne maniac becomes cunning, in order to elude it and deceive his attend- 
ants. Lenity, on the contrary, invites confidence, opens as it were the 
avenues of the heart, which have been contracted by his being the sole 
object of his own regard, and thus withdraws the unhappy suflrerer from 
himself. A certain medium of management should therefore be adopt- 
ed. It is highly necessary that a maniac should know there is a suflici- 
ent restraint over him. but at the same time the attendants should 
not evince even an inclination to exercise it unnecessarily, or on trifling 
occasions with severity. In the treatment of maniacs, the effects of 
medicine as directed to the morbid condition of the brain, have not 
been properly ascertained by the experience of sober and reflecting 
practitioners, and those whose time is chiefly devoted to attendance on 
insane people seem to consider their cases hopeless and to be satisfied 
in making them as a source of emolument. 

By some late experiments (not conducted by maniacal doctors, as 
tfiey are termed,) it Appears, that evaporation kept up frona the scalp^ 
by dropping water upon it, has proved highly beneficial, by allaying 
irritation of the brairi, aiid thereoy rendering it subservient to reason, 
or capable of performing its intellectual (unctions ; and this mode of 
treatment ought certainly to be pursued, for insanity, in its earliest 
'stages, is the consequence of increased excitement of the brain, which, 
^f allowed to exist, will occasion organic disease, that will render all 
attempts to cure ineffectual. AAer improving the general health, and 
by topical mana£[ementj quieting the brain, we should endeavour to 
exercise some of the iniuor powers of the mind, and gradually to ad- 
vance, according to the natural iiltellects of the patient The first at* 
tempt, perhaps, should be to excite his' attention, by exhibitinfi: pictures 
of persons with whom he had been acquainted ; or, if his intellects have 
greatly Bufiered, by directiilghismindto the formation ofthe letters of dte 
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alphabet, and 16 proceed to ibe sonndtt of diflbrent combinations oflet« 
ters, as in the usaal education of a child . I f, hoitever, the pati^kit be capa- 
ble of reading^, we should exercise his mind during his lucid intervals, 
by explaining the structure of pieces of mechanism^ trhich is likely td 
excite his curiosity, or employ his mind pleasantly. With this vien^j 
many contrivances might be employed. Thin digression from the me- 
moir of Dr. TuMiill, we hope the learned Doctor ^ill pardon. Of 
Dr. Tuthiirs literary acquirements, he has given us no means of judg- 
ing ; for from hift pen we have received nothitis either to amuse or 
instruct us. His biographer coutd not obtain from him any account 
of his parents, or ttlace of nativity ; but ceitainly to say we have heanl 
nothing unfevouraole of him, is, in these days of quackery and imoos* 
ture, no small compliment. His biographer states, that he found nim 
very reserved ; but whether his reserve was the effect df prudence, of 
constitutional ipeculiarity, or conceit, he could not ascertain. We are 
informed by one of his companions at College, that he was originally 
intended for the Church; and it is not improbable, that it was his theo« 
logical or metaphysical researches that gave him an insight into the 
operations of tne mind, and connexion between the immortal and 
mortal part of the animated body, and trhich, at some period he may 
put into practice, or divulge for the benefit of the insane of the hu- 
man race, which, according to soriie recent calculations, is only ninefy- 
nine in a hundred. Indeed, according to the strict definition of partial 
insanity, where are we to 'find the man who is entirety free from it ? If 
that man be insane wbo concentrates his views on this world, who pro- 
iesses Christianity, and in conduct is an antt-christian, we should have 
)m much difflcarhy in finding a sane man as JSsop bad in finding an 
honest one. 

MEDICAL EXCURSION ON THE CONTINENT.— Agree- 
ably to'the promise I made on concluding my last report of the state 
of medicine on the continent, I resume the comparison between the 
conduct of the London College of Physicians of London, and that 
of the examining ph^siciatis of 'the Sc^hool of Medicine df Paris, 
towards those practitioners who possess honorary degrees. During 
the time the corporation spirit Of the London College of Physicians 
was at its full height, thi^ body varied their mode Ot prosecuting, or 
persecuting, the physicians who had dared to exercise their profession, 
or rather, to take fees, within their jurisdiction. But whether they 
were influenced in anv instance by partiality, revenge, fear, or a spirit 
of montipdiy, 1 shall leki^e to your readc^rs to d^terniine. A physician 
who had lohg exercised his 'professioh in the hietropolis, with great 
satisfection to his patients, and who had for a con<>iderable time ^- 
cfaarged the important duties of physician to a public dispensary, with 
great credit to himself and justice to the charity, was summoned to 
attend a meeting of the college, to be examined as to his qualifica- 
tions. The Doctor having c^y an honorary ^degree, they told hiii 
that he was not eligible for "an examination^ and insisted upon faia 
relinquishiw the practice of a physician. The doctor having eleven 
children and a wife solely depenoent on his exertions, Md having for so 
many years exercised his art in Lonclon, expressed a wish that they 
woidd not intenlict'liim from ^piMtising without an ^eifiu^ to 
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his competency ; and in case they 8hould find him qualified, that they 
would grant him the same indulgence as they had shewn Sir Walter 
f^arquhar and others. The members of the court were not to be 
moved by his entreaties. They refused to examine him until he had 
resided two years at an university. The Doctor, after consulting 
a few friends, determined to go to Edinburgh for two years, in order 
to render himself eligible for an examination at the College of Physi- 
cians. During his residence at this university, his mind was chiefly 
occupied in reviving his knowledge of the dead languages; for, from 
the hoispitals and lectures he had nothing to learn, being as well ac- 
quainted with the theory and practice of medicine as any of the teachers. 
After having resided two years at Edinburgh, and obtained another di- 
ploma from Glasgow, he presented himself before the College of Phy- 
sicians of London for examination ; when that body was pleased to 
comply with his request. Their interrogations beinz answered satis- 
fiictorily, a licence was granted to him to practise physic within their 
jurisdiction. He afterwards attempted to revive his practice ; but Dr. 
Adams, who agreed to hold the appointment of physician to the dis- 
I>ensary till he returned, refused to relinquish it ; and his former pa- 
tients, he had the mortification to find^ had entirely lost all confidence 
in him as a physician, in consequence of supposing, that had he been 
qualified to act as a physician, the College would not have sent him 
again to school. He kept up his establishment and appearances, in 
the hope that his new connexion would not entirely desert him. The 
money he had been able to accumulate, being exhausted during his 
resid&ce at Edinburgh, he soon became so involved, that in order to 
avoid the clamours of numerous creditors, it liecame necessair th^t 
he should keep a term of three months within the rules of the King's 
Bench ! This sad reverse of fortune so affected his wife, that her ge- 
neral health declined with such rapidity, that she discharged her debt 
to nature, leaving nine children to bewail her loss. For this me- 
lancholy seauel, it might be said, no blame can be attached to the Col- 
lege ; but it the Doctor was as well qualified to exercise the healing 
art, and to do his duty to his afflicted fellow-creatures as any member 
of their body, will they say they were discharging their duty to the 
public, in adopting such rigorous measures ? The late Lorcf Mans- 
field declared, that their darter would be forfeited, if they enforced 
bye-laws which decidedly militated against the public interest; and 
the late Lord Kenyon, who was a decided stickler for corporation 
rights, observed, when Dr. Stanger applied to the Court of King's 
Bench, to compel the College to shew cause why they refused to ad- 
mit him a member of their oody, that they were not bound to admit 
every person, but that they were bound to examine all; and I cannot 
for a moment suppose, that the l^islature of the most enlightened 
country in the world, who allows universities to grant honorary de- 
grees, would sanction the College in pronouncing those who possess 
them, incompetent to practise, without a previous examination. Do 
not proceedings so cruel and unphilosophical, reflect disgrace on the 
legislature ? I am inclined to believe, that the King of Uaj^ti would 
not tolerate such conduct in his kinffdom« 
In the other professions the roM to* the li|gheetdig!Bitio8.]0 opea to 
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all the members. In the church and the law the lowest members have 
arrived to the first honours. The late Archbishop of Canterbury re- 
ceived the rudiments of his education in a charity school ; and we could 
give the names of the heads of the High Court of Chancery, and of 
the King's Bench, who were articled clerks to attornies; and as expe- 
rience makes the physician, why should not the road to the first no- 
nours in medicine be open to all members of the profession ? If the 
graduates of the English universities are onlv to travel this road, 
what a most formidable obstacle is thrown in the way to medical im- 
provement ! By laying open the road to all, apothecaries would have 
a powerful incentive to accumulate fiicts, and ,to profit by their expe- 
rience, instead of studying the art, as many are compelled to do, of 
inducing patients to swallow a medicinal draught every two or three 
hours. Is it not fair, that an apothecary, who has spent his best days 
in the practice of medicine, for which the profit arising from his medfi- 
cines cannot be a sufficient remuneration, on his arrii'ing at a period 
of life when he is not capable of much &tigue, should be allowed to 
exercise the profession lis a physician ? Surely such a man is more 
deserving of a remuneration for attendance than a graduate of an 
English university, who is not able to recognise the diseases at the 
be(f side, which he had heard described by a lecturer, or to distinguish 
one drug from another? If an honorary degree is a disgrace instead 
of an honour, to the man on whom it is conferred, why should the 
legislature allow the universities to grant them ? As the Enj^lish and 
Scotch universities have this privilege, we do conceive that it is incum- 
bent on the College of Physicians to ascertain by personal examina- 
tion of those who practise within their jurisdiction, if the honour has 
been deservedly conferred. Indeed, it appears to me, that the sur- 
geon-apothecaries who receive from the Board of Examiners a licence 
to practise physic, rank above the licentiates of the College of Physi- 
cians, inasmuch as they are legally authorized to practise in the most 
complicated cases of disease ; whereas the licentiates are only consi- 
dered by the College as competent to practise in simple cases. 

If hospital establishments form a medical school, surely London may 
he pronounced the first in the known world ; and if able lecturers are 
necessary to complete it— are there not in London, lecturers on every 
branch of medicine equal, if not superior, to those of any University? 
At the London hospitals, it is indeed highly gratifying to observe the 
enthusiastic ardour with which the pupils prosecute their studies, and 
the attention they pay to the particular cases that occur. When they 
embark in practice, how completely does this ardour leave them I To 
meet the expenses of an estaolishment, which is necessary to support 
the respectaDJlity of his character (knowing that he cannot rise higher 
In the medical world than an apothecary,) he reluctantly makes a 
trade of the practice, by turning the exhibition of medicines to the 
best advantage ; and, therefore, few are the apothecaries of this coun«> 
try who collect fiicts for future observation, or profit by the cases that 
Aocorin their practice. If an apothecary continues to attend to his 

5 practice, with the view of adding his mite to the general stock of know- 
edge, and acts conscientiously towards his patients, he must have 
iome other souite for the support of his domestic establishment. The 
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scientific and conscientious apothecaries of this metropolis are, gene- 
rally spea|Ling, in indigent circumstances. 

. I r, on establishing a respectable connexron, an apothecary determines 
to raise himself in the medical world, by obtaining an honorary degree 
from a Scotch University, by means of testimonials of his professional 
talents, he will have to fisht his waj through a systematic disparage- 
ment, operating perpetuaUy upon him as a silent persecution or dead 
..weight, as it were, upon merit and talent. The graduates of the 
GSngiish Universities will erobrac^ every opportunity to prejudice the 
public against him, by terming him an irregular man. Indfeed, after 
making tnis laudable step towards eminence, he will soon have the 
mortification to find a barrier in his road which he will not be able to 
surmount, let his abilities be what they may ! ! 

Doctor Dick, on his returning to England from Bengal (where he 
had exercised the office of physician for many years), took up his re- 
sidence in London, with the intention of spending the evening of his 
life among his friends. Here he was consulted by those patients who 
bad received benefit from his advice in the East Indies, ana with whose 
constitutions the doctor was well acquainted. To the application of 
|iis old friends the doctor could not turn a deaf ear. A Fellow of the 
College having been privy to his taking a fee, the doctor was summons- 
ed to attend the College, m order to be examined as to his competency 
to exercise the medical art as a physician. The doctor punctually at- 
tended to their mandate. On being astted at what University he ob- 
tained his degree, he observed that he had no intention to practise 
physic within their jurisd^ctiqn, and t]|kerefore should not require st 
licence. They reprim^ded jtiim for having presumed to take a fee foir 
his advice, fined him five pounds for the offence, inter.dic^ted him from 
practice, and made an order subjecting th<pse ipeijubers and even the li- 
centiates ot the College to a penalty m\o should meet him in consulta- 
tion ! ! For the recovery of t^e fiujD an action was instituted against 
the doctor, and notwUhstaiiding a tej[^ler of it was made, they deter- 
mined to bring the affair into (be Court of King's Bench, although tbej 
well knew they could |iot recover more than the penalty they had in- 
jlicteid. A verdict was given for the :^ve poujads, with costs amountinj; 
to nearly one hundred pounds, and wj|iat was probably another import- 
lint object with the ^ody, the speech of theJrow^ counsel ^asgi^ejn io 
|iU the papers, without any remark frp^n t}xe opppsite side, the doctor 
Jhaying made no defence ! ! Now why were suc^h harsh proceedings car- 
ried on a^in^t an individuaL for merely actljng'thepart of the good 
Samfiritan. among his dearestfriends ? Was it bf^^use a Fellow of the Col- 
lege l^ad published sqme new ideas of the importance of the bile in the ani 
mal ecqhoii\y, and on the treatment of ^fiectionsof the liver, for which lie 
adm itted that he was indebted to the practice of phvsicians of the fjast I p- 
dies ? It had become ia sort of fashion to attribute all iniernal aflfect,ionsio 
redundancy of bile, and as the doctor l^ad had more eipene^qe in af- 
fections of the liver during his re^ide^nc^ in jBcingal, .^h^n t^he member 
.qf the:College, whopad bfeen active indiBseminating the bilious dj>c- 
trines, the Tatter f^e/z^/emon, might have supposed that the doctor would 
ryn awav with ^e loaves and ^sfies. ' ' These proceedings did not 
le^en Doctor Dick in the estimation of his firienda. for soon after- 
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^ards the office of examining physician to the East India Companj 
becoming vacant, by the death of a Doctor Hunter, (a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians), the doctor was unanimously appointed 
his successor. The College, according to their ancient custom, on the 
death of Dr. Hunter, recommended to the East India Company one of 
their own body, as welLqualified to fill his place; but the company in 
their reply observed, that they considered the physician who had seen 
the diseases of the East Indies, better qualified to examine and in-' 
struct young surgeons, previous to their entering their service than the 
man who had only read or heard of them. The disastrous consequences 
of appointin&r physicians to the army, who were unacquainted with the 
diseases to which soldiers are liable m different climates,(which the Col- 
lege had claimed a right to do, when Sir Lucas Pepys, their president, 
was at the head of the Medical Board), had proved as instructive a 
lesson to the East India Company as it had to the legislature. It is to 
be regretted that Doctor Dick did not possess a sufficient degree of 
public spirit, as to try the question with the College, whether thev 
could enforce a bye law that militated against the pubHc good, which 
he might have done without incurring a further expence. The Doctor 
continued to prescribe for his friends beyond the seventh mile post, 
without the dread of interdiction, or a renewal of law proceedings, 
being there out of the pale of the College. 

During the reign of this' persecuting or monopolizing spirit at the 
College, Dr. Adams, although possessing only an honorary degree, 
WHS permitted to officiate as a physician to a public institution, as well 
as among his connexion. Although they could not be ignorant of his 
being in the daily habit of prescribing for patients and taking fees, the 
Doctor was neither fined nor molested. The Doctor, in his Treatise 
on Cancer, had spoken in flattering terms of some of the Fellow? ; be 
was also the principal editor of the Medical and Physical Journal, and 
had display ea on one occasion a disposition to oppose their attempts at 
monopoly. At length the College agreed to present him with a kind 
of non-descript licence, without subjectinf him to any examination ; 
authorising him to continue the practice of physician in the metropolis, 
but reserving to themselves the power of annulling it, without assign- 
ing a reason fbr their conduct, wnenever they thought proper. 
' Dr. John Clarke, although he possessed a licence from the College 
to practise midwifhey, was < fined five pounds for prescribing for an 
adult. This the doctor paid, and I am told continued to do monthly^ 
the College politely or politically agreeing to take it, without subject- 
ing him to the expence and stigma of a prosecution. The doctor^s 
litence, they contended, only authorized him to prescribe in cases strict- 
ly midwifery, and for the diiseases of infants. The doctor*s connexion 
was highly respectable, and it would have shewn a want of knowledge 
of the world, to bave^ven him any serious cause of offence. A surgeon, 
who in a low connexion, bad for many years practised as a physician c 
HJthout molestation, was also summoned on an information by a licen- 
date. This man contended^ that bj virtue of his long service in the army 
as a saif;eon, he was at liberty to practise phjrsic and sur^ry ; and to be 
paid for his attendance in any part of his Majesty's dominions, and that 
oyer htm the College bad no cootroal. They however deshred him ta 
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drsist from the practice ; the dodor in consequence expressed a deter- 
minaiion to resist their attempts to monopolize the practice of Lon- 
don, and boldly accused them of being iguorant of the most important 
branches of the profession, viz. pharmacy and chemistry, for proofs of 
which he referred them to their pbarmacopceia. He at length became 
so very vociferous, that they were under the necessity of having re- 
course to force, to make him quit the College. 1 hey afterwards 
served him with a process, to interdict him from practice, and on the 
beadle giving it to nim, the doctor lost sight of the dignity of the pby« 
sician, and offered an insult so filthy and ungentlemanly, that the Col* 
lege could not act otherwise than to prosecute him ; nor could anv mem-, 
ber of the profession, of gentlemanly feelings, take part in his defence* 
He afterwards published some observations on the pharmacopoBia of 
the College, with the view of exposing its chemical errorsj woich eXf- 
hibited his own imorance on the subject. 

1 have noticed the different modes the College have adopted, thai 
your readers may judge for themselves, whether this body were really 
actuated as they wish the public to believe they were, by a laudable 
desire to promote medical science, and to suppress ouackerj^, for the 
benefit of bis Majesty's liege subjects residing within their jurisdiction, 
or whether thev nave not forfeited their charter by making bye laws, 
merely to enable them to institute vexatious and cruel proaecutiqna 
Wiinst meritorious characters, for the benefit of themselves* 

TThat the legislature considers the Charter of the College of Physici- 
ans obsolete, or inapplicable to the present state of medicioe, is, I think* 
evident, from the new lunatic bill, as well as the apothecary's biU, tha 
latter of which, gives the power of ^rantins licences toapotoecariea to 
attend patients within the jurisdiction of the College, and.toexamina 
the shops of apothecaries, which was one of the duties imposed upon 
the College by the charter, and which by them has been most sbaroer 
fully neglecteo. Quackery also, which they were bound to supprfss, 
never flourished more than it has within the laet twenty years* If an 
application were made to the legislature, for giving propw medical 
dignity to the meritorious graduates of the Scotch Universities, it 
womIo no doubt have its desired effects, for I think the College would: 
not have the hardihood to oppose a reformation, which is so universally 
allowed to be necessary. Little gratitude, it is true, has been shewn 
by the Ifgislature, notwithstanding the predominance of Scotch influ-* 
c^e in the cabinet, to the principal University of Scotland ; which hM 
SO distinguished itself in n science the most beneficial to m&Ahifid, and 
te which the English nation is more indebted than to any oth?r. Tb« 
Scotch nation has a right to expect, that a Universi^, tlmt has produced 
the first and greatest number of pupils« would at least, have been placed 
on a footing with that of Duhli|i, the one being the University of as 
independent kinffdomi entitled by its articles of Union to an equali^ 
of priyileffes ; tne other the Universi^ of a conquered country, aw 
considered mctrely as a province, however respectaUe asany of the na* 
tivea are for genius and talent The students of the Scotch Vqivar* 
fities haye as great ^, right to be received into the English Universitiei 
9S thpse of Dublin, and had the English >Colk|;e of Pbysiflif OS been 
eompossid pf men of liberality and frieads t9 acif noe, thegr wooJUi haf « 
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voluntarily granted this priyilep^e, or made an application to the Logis- 
ktiire in their behalf, from' feelings of respect and gratitude ; for, not- 
wkiMtanding the Fellows are chiefly Graduates of the English Uni- 
versities, they are indebted to that of Edinburgh for their medical 
knowledge. To me it has lonr been a matter of astonishment that the 
UniverBity of Edinburgh should not have been roused by the indigni- 
lies which have been offered to its Graduates in London, to assert its 
own rights, and to claim its consequence and pre-eminence. The spi- 
rit and independence of a Gregory could not be more laudably exerted 
than in contending in so honourable a cause, and taking a lead with his 
brethren in so just an undertaking, by fairly representing their situa- 
tion to the Legislature througli the medium of tneir members. In my 
nextcororaumcation 1 Khali prove that ^* they manage these things bet- 
ter in France/' 

WATERY HEAD.— Dr. Vose, Physician to the General Dispen- 
sary at Lti'erpool, has lately communicated to the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society of London a case of this disease, which was successfully treat- 
ed under his direction, by evacuating the fluid. The patient was only 
seven weeks old ; the head was enlarged by the accumulated fluid to 
between two or three times its natural size ; the bones of the head 
were "very kHNte, ossification not having advanced. Shortly after its 
Imrth, the mother i>oticed the increased size of the head. The en- 
largement gradually proceeded, and when the Doctor flrst saw it, the 
bead (be says) was so transparent, that when held between the eye 
and the light, it appeared like a paper lantern. The in&nt's general 
benkh was very good, except a slight derangement of the bowels, and 
ooeasional convulsions. The Doctor pronounced it to be a fhvourable 
case (br the experiment of gradually discharging the water from the 
head by a puncture. The operation was accordinn;ly performed the 
following day by means of a couching; needle, of the size and shape 
formerly in use. Three ounces and five drachms of a limpid fluid 
escaped, when the opening was closed by adhesive plaster, after which 
a roller was applied to the head. After the discharge of this quantity 
of water, the bones of the skull collapsed, and the portion of the 
scalp termed feniinella became so flaccia as to allow the water left be- 
hind to gravitate backwards on laying the child on its back, exhibit- 
ing an appearance of a pendulous bag. About the same quantity 
dribbled from the puncture as had escaped before the application of 
the plaster. The strength of the child was now so reducea as to create 
great alarm in the mind of the mother: the child, however, revived 
without the aid of medicine, and the water again accumulating, the 
Kend in a few days became as large as before. The operation was re- 
peated, when the Doctor was less cautious in the moJe of the punc- 
tare and the quantity of the fluid abstracted. A curved-pointed his- 
tory was employed, to make a puncture, aird five ounces of fluid were 
evacuated. !No unpleasant consequences followed. The head having 
regained its former size, it was, on the expiration of three weeks, re- 

Sonetered, when eight ounces of fluid escaped, and no constitutional 
isturbanee succeeded. In about nine days afterwards the head was 
again punctured, a small grooved director was introduced into the 
orifioe, and twdve ounces of fluicF were drawn off in a continued 
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stream. The head, in consequence of this evacuation, became so 
flaccid and shapeless, that the mother, but not the Doctor, was shock* 
ed at its appearance. No derangement of the health followed. lo the 
period between the first and second operation ossification advanced in 
a perceptible degree, and after the succeeding operation, the process 
was still more evident, and before the last the sagittal suture, which 
had on the commencement of the treatment divided the frontal bone 
as low as the nose by a wide chasm , was entirely obliterated by a per- 
fect union of the bone. A short time after the last operation the child 
/discharged a considerable quantity of water by the bowels. This at 
first took place with the natural motions, but afterwads the water re- 
sembling, in sensible quantities, that which was discharged from the 
head, was evacuated alone, and continued to be so for four or five 
days. The same low state as followed the first puncture of the head 
took place on the second day of the watery discharge from the bowels, 
and it was particularly remarked that a diminution of the size of the 
bead had corresponded with the quantity of water thus evacuated. 
Ossification of the skull bones now advanced with rapidity, and the 
bones of the head were, at the time the Doctor communicated the 
case, nearly as complete as is usual in a healthy child of the same age, 
and since the first operation, it has been entirely free from convulsiens. 
— Dr. Vose not being equal to the chemical examination of the fluid 
discharged from the head, applied to a Dr. Trail, who, he says, 
'^ unites to very various scientific acquirements, much skill in pritcti- 
cat chemistry, to analyze it. This gentleman ^' found it ai first to 
contain scarcely any trace of albumen ; he considered it to possess 
more of the characters of simply diluted mucus." — After the second 
and third operations, the presence of albumen was more sensible. 
The medical treatment of the infant was restricted to the preservation 
of the action of the bowels by small doses of quicksilver with chalk, 
formerly termed alkalized mercury. 

This was a very favourable case for an operation, on account of *tbe 
loose state of the bones of the head admitting of collapse. Where the 
bones are ossified, or far advanced in ossification, the operation has 
uniformly terminated fatally, in consequence of the admission of air 
from the bones not collapsing. 

PHYSIOLOGY and DISEASES of the EAR. — Mr. Swan, 
Surgeon to the Infirmary at Lincoln, has lately communicated to the 
pro^ssion a few facts, which, in his opinion, accounts for some part of 
the physiology of the ear, not generally understood, and which be 
thinks mav induce practitioners to persevere in trying to supply some 
of the deti^^ts of the organ of hearing, so as to render a great service 
to many labouring under its infirmities. When the ears are stopped, 
and a watch is brought in contact with any part of the head, face, 
teeth, or neck; or if a stick, water,^8ic. be interposed between any of 
these parts and the watch, the sound will be heard as well as when the 
<ears are open« 

It has E>een supposed, that the sound is mechanically conveyed 
ihrough the flesh and bone in the same way it is through a macerated 
bone, piece of wood, &c. ; but if it were so, it must be heard always 
when the auditory nerve is perfect, at whatever part of the head, face, 
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&c. the watch is applied, bat this is not the case. Where the hearing 
through the external ear has been perfect, and where there has been 
no apparent alteration in the structure of the head, face, &c Mr. Swan 
has seen many who could hear from only one of these parts, and seve- 
ral who could not hear from any of them. 

Mr. Swan, on stopping his ears and resting his chin on the petrous 
portion of the temporal bone in a macerat^ skull, and placing his 
watch in contact with any part of the skull, could hear the sound per- 
fectly. He saw a boy who was born deaf and dumb, but had been 
tauKht to speak, and when a watch touched the left side of his face, he 
could hear it ; but when it touched any part of the right side, he could 
not in the least. 

A man who was recovering from an illness had become so deaf of the 
left ear that he could just hear a watch when put very near it ; he 
heard perfectly with the right ear. Mr. Swan desired him to stop his 
ears until he could not hear his watch when put nearly in contact with 
them ; be then let it touch the left side of his fece, &c. ; he just heard 
it ; but when he let it touch the right side, he heard it distinctly. If 
sound be conveyed mechanically through the flesh and bone, what in 
these two cases should hinder it from being heard distinctly, when the 
watch touched either side of the face, any nsore than in the macerated 
skull ? 

If sound be not conveyed mechanically through the head, face, &c.it 
must be through some other medium, and that Mr. Swan believes to 
be the hard branch of the auditory nerve, and some other nerves con- 
nected with it. 

On dissecting the auditory nerves in man he found at the bottom of 
the internal ear a communication between the soft branch and the hard 
branch. In sheep he has observed the same communication. In 
fishes several nerves that have a communication with the auditory 
nerve are spread on the skin over the whole head. 

If we consider how the hard branch is connected by nerveus sub- 
stance with the soft branch, its extraordinary course, its receiving the 
branch of the vidian nerve and the chorda tympani, and when it is sot 
out of the foramen stylo mastoideum, its great expansion, he concludes, 
that it was made to serve some greater purpose than has hitherto been 
ascribed to it. That this provision of nature has been usefiil to deaf 
people, he thinks is evident by the case of a deaf man noticed bv 
HaUer, who, on entering a hall where the harp was being playedf^ 
beat time violently with his foot to the tune. 

That it might be useful to many, could projper instruments be made, 
to increase the elTect of sound, and especially to those who are deaf 
and dumb, if properly persevered in, Mr. Swan thinks probable ; but 
it must be remembered, that where the disease is in the nerve, no 
g^nod can be derived from it, which may be ascertained after a few 
trials, by the expression of the child, if a sounding body is applied to 
the head, fiice, neck, or teeth ; and that many deaf and aumb can hear 
in this way, Mr. Swan is himself from experiment well convinced. 
If from what has been said, it should appear probable, that sound is 
conveved by the hard portion to the soft portionof the auditory nerve in 
man, Mr. Swan thinks it will be reasonable to conclude^ that tne nerves 
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which are spread on the soft parts of the heads of fishes, answer in a 
great measure the same ptir|»o9e the tjFmpaniiiB does in man ; and 
though in man Ibis^prorisien ts not necessary, when the tympanum is 
perfect, yet, when that is imperfect, it becomes the means of convey- 
ing sound to the jportio mollis, and thus answers one of the most im- 
portant purposes in the antmal economy. 

Mr. Curtis has puUiahed three cases of puriform discbarges firom the 
car, which be has successfully treated by injection, &c. As the same 
treatment was adopted in ev^ case, we shall give that which illustrates 
most satisfticlorily its beneficial effects. 

Miss B. of 8t. John-street, 'aged S6, had been from her childhood 
affected with deafness, and a puriform discharge from one ear. After 
having been under the tare of several eminent surgeons of London 
far upwards of two years without receiving any relief, she applied to 
Mr. Curtis. On inspecting the ear, he feund the internal surfiice 
much excoriated^ which he thinks was produced by the discharge ; it 
being very profuse and ofiensave. The tympanum (the membra tym« > 

Cna^ we presume^ he means) he found partly destroyed, as air could 
forced through the passage. In other respects the ear appeared to 
be sound. Adopting hia usud plan of not stopptog the cmnarge has- 
tily, he ordered a blister to be applied behind the ear, and to be kept 
open for a fortnight; after which a solution of sulphate of zinc (white 
Vitriol) was injected. This not producing the desired efect, he aub- 
stittttsd for it a solution of the nitrate of silver (lunar caustic) aa n^ 
commended by the late Mr, Saunders in similar cases. He oommeoccd 
with a solution of ten grains in four .ounces of water, which he increased 
to thirty-five grains ; which completely healed theparts, when he bad the 
satisfaction to find the hearing restored. Mr. Cfurtis observes, that of 
all the diseases of the ear, the most obstinate and perplexing to pne«- 
titioners, is that which ia attended with a puriform discoatge. He add^ 
that the last stage of this affectioB, the late Mr. Saundera slated to be 
incurable. With due deference to so great an authority, Mr. Curtis 
attributes his want of success, more to hse neil having aafficiently v»* 
vied his remedies, and pushed them to a proper extent, than to tfiie in*, 
curable nature of the disease. The injection recoMosended by Mn 
fiaundcrs, he has found too weak, and he baa also found it aeceaaarr to 
vary the combinationa much more than Mr. Sauudors had thoug^i it 
proper to attempt. It is, says Mr. Curtis^ ooly \yf e^tenaive expa- 
rience, that we get acoaaiatted with tfhat tbe 4ar, or any other orgaoi 
can bear : and at the Dispensary for the Deaf, to which he ia aww^oim^ 
he has had opportunities of putting every mode of practice to the lest. 
The same observations Bppiy to the constUuiwmU treattoeat^ which 
required gteBt and constant attention. Tbe case we have m« 
ticed above, took nine months to complete the cure. The cBsea 
which Mr. Sauaders proaouncea to be vevy diflfcatt to cure, and iw tbe 
last stage to be incurable, we believe ate those which are attended 
with disease of the petrous portion of the temporal boae, and when 
the ulceration or excoriation ealands to the internal ear. When the 
disease is confined to the external ear aad measbraaa tjaipaai, we 
have never fitiled ia effecting a cure by meana of a solatiett of the aid- 
phate of copper^ with an alteiative medieine, andlappiicatiim of a bljbter 
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to tbe nape of tlie neck. Tfae uppKcttion of a bliater beliiBd the ear, 
ii, in our opioioD, much too noM* to the seat of mischief^ as the erysipe- 
lttoa« iaflanmiatkN], which is ofWn excited bj blitten, we have Ibund 
ift naay iiastanoea to extend to the diseased part, so as coosiderablj to 
increase the aialady, and the sufferings of tlie patient. A blister to 
the oape of the neck, we consider in all cases neoessaitjry as ioflamma* 
tioa or the brain, particolariy in infants, has followed the use of in* 
jections in this disease, bj suddenly checkings the discharge, and where 
the disesse has been of lon^^ standing, as in the case published by Mr. 
Curtis, we think an issue in the nape of the neck or arm would be 
proper^ with a view lo prevent a recurrence. If the membrano tym« 
pani be partially destroyed by ulceration, we doubt very much the 
propriety of iiyecting so strong a solution of the nitrated silver at 
that Mr. Curtis empByed ; and we confess we should have been more 
satisHed with his nanrntivoi had he noticed its sensible effects of the 
injection on the internal perls* 

MANIACAL EPIL£PSY.-^The fiivourable Reports of the Efiecta 
of the internal u^ of the Rectified Spirit of Turpentine in Maniacal 
SfMlepsy, by Dr. Perceval of Dublin, mivo induced. Dr. Hallaran, Phy« 
siciao to the Lunatic Asylum at Cork, to give it a trial in this malady. 
For this purpose, the doctor made a particalar selection of eight men 
and four womw, that were snl|j|ect to the disease. He commenced 
^ith a tea-spoonful of the spirit in a ^lass of water, three times a day^ 
4nd so continued for three days, when it was bcreased to a double dose. 
At the end of a week, (he report of each patient was, that the fits were 
less frequent, and of shorter duration. They were ailconsciotts of hav"*' 
log slept better, and of having felt more comfortably. In general tbey 
took the mediein^t from the oonviction that it was merely a cordial or 
dram. During the f rst fortnight, an, evident advantage was obtained, 
but from that to the end of the second, the effect had ceased, although 
the spirit had. been increased to half an ounce thsee times eacii day ; it 
at length produced pain in the bowds, and seemed to create a distaste 
for food. It was again put to trial with others of the same class, and 
flWMly with siroimr feaalts, aftd Dr. Halloran joins in the judici- 
ous observation of D^ Peroavid on Ihiainteresting subject, by admitting 
tbejfc be was not. able in a single^ instance, to tmnish permanently the* 
Ipileptic atta4)|£8 ; Imt in avery iastaaco, they became considerably 
niUter, l^ss jfrc^uient, and remarkably disengaged from the maniacal ex- 
^lemaat which had formerly attended them. In one particular case of 
chronic iqsanity, the sequel of.an acute mania, from habitual intoxica- 
tion, the doctor found, timt two tea^spoonsful. of the spirit given three 
times a day, had the effect of satisAring the eager anxiety for ardent spi* 
^itl^ from which the patient had reluctantly refrained. An unexpected 
appeerance of conteatmeat and moderatioa.verv shortly sueoeeded, and 
with this a gradual return of the mental &culty. This ssan is about 
tlilrty years of age, of a sallow complexion, disposed to iniammation of 
tke eye-Uds, apparently scrofnlous. He remains still at the Asylum on 
the probationaiy term.; and about two yesrs back, had been under si-^ 
xmilar confinement, from whence he was dfismissed cured. He again bid» 
fiiir for a dismi^, fetf which tN Doctor conceives him materiidly 
Ipdebled lo.tha turtMiAtiiie. 
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TYPHOID FEVER.— Mr. Wbitmore, Surgeon of ClerkenweU, has 
published a case of fever in which the free use of bottled porter i^eemed 
to arrest the progress of the disease more speedilj, although given at 
an' advanced stage of it, than anj other remedial process he ever saw 
employed; and the advance to health was far more rapid than is 
usual from suchp attacks of fever. How far the success of this treat- 
ment may hiive depended upon the quantity of carbonic acid gas 
which was evolved, or the peculiar tonic property of the porter, or to 
both, Mr. Whitmore leaves to his readers to determine: we shall 
give Mr. Whitmore's own narrative of the case. 

^' On the sixth ult. I was called to the only child of Mr. Cook, No. 
69 Lane's Court, Warner Street, aged 5 years ; 1 found her in a very 
filbrile state, having a flushed countenance, tongue white, skin dry 
and parched, pulse quick and wiry, with constipation of the bowels ; 
which last symptom was removed by giving two powders, each con- 
taining rhubarb powder and calomel, of each four grains, given at an 
interval of four hours ; and antimonial powders was administered at 
bed time. . 

. 7th. A gentle perspiration was evident; the pulse less hard; in all 
other respects tne same; gave the saline mixture, and repeated the 
powder at night. 

8th. 9th. and 10th. — Mixture continued without the powder at 
night. 

. 11th. I was called to my patient earlv this morning) a material 
idteration for the worse having taken place in the night ; found her 
muttering, unconscious of passing events: tongue brown, encrusted, 
rough, hard, and diy ; no thirst ; pulse fluttering, at somewhat more 
than 180; countenance dejected and pale, save a fixed patch of red 
on the centre of each cheek ; extremities cold. — I applied a blister to 
the spine; warm poultices of vinegar and linseed powder to 4he feet, 
and ordered the following draught to be given every four hours. 
Take of camphorated mixture, half an, ounce ; Rectified ether, ten 
drops. Mix. 

ISth. Six of the draughts have been taken ; the patient to all ap^ 
pearance worse; an entire loss of animal heat ; a cold clammy sweat 
nearly over the whole body ; pulse not to be counted, or ra ther not 
to be felt at the wrist ; tongue quite black and hard. I removed the 
blister which had risen well anci discharged much : a little wine was 
attempted to be given, but which was steadily and clamorously refused 
by the patient. A quart bottle of good porter was then procured, 
which was eagerly drank in the course of the day, takings a tea-cup 
full at a time. A clyster of yeast was administered at night. 

13th. Seven a. m. — The countenance somewhat improved; an ioEi- 
perfect return of sense. Knows every body about her, though un- 
able to speak ; flushes of heat are sometimes thrown over the body ; 
pulse still imperceptible at the wrist; I ordered another bottle of 
porter to he procured immediately, and given at pleasure; the poultices 
to be continued to the feet, and another to be applied over tbe region 
of the heart. 

Ten p. ni. The whole of the porter has been taken ; patient in 
every respect ftiuch better ; has responded to tbe calls of nature ae ahe 
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was wont to do, hns spoken several sentences correctly: much heat : 
pulse can be distinctly felt at about ISO: the ejes suffused: 4ongue 
white fit its edges, with a dark brown streak down its centre; much 
watchine and redtlessnes;;, toi^ether with a very troublesome cough ; 
ordered the porter to be discontinued, but gave no medicine. 

14th. Patient has had a very good night, tod seems much refreshed 
by sleep: tongue much cleaner: a gentle moisture on the skin: -has 
taken nourishment with avidity: cough very troublesome: ordered 
almond emulsion with oxymel of squills. 

IStb. Found her sitting up: cough better. 

J6th, 17th. Progressively recovering. 

IStb. Took leave of my patient. 

On reading over this case I find I have omitted to mention a prac- 
tice which was attentively pursued throni^h the whole of the febrH^ 
paroxysm, viz. sponging the body frequently with equal parts of warm 
vinegar and water. 

Bottled porter is by no means a new remedy for this species of 
fever. About twenty years ago it was much employed in Bartholo- 
mew's hospital, and certainly with the most beneficial effects — why ft 
has not continued a fiivourite with the profession we cannot le^m. 
Its salutary operation in fever are attributable to the carbonic acid ras 
which*is evolved in the stomach, and to the anodyne ingredients that 
enter its composition. 

BATHING.— Sir Arthur Clarke of Dublin, Member of the London 
College of Surgeons, M.D., &c. &c. has lately published a fourth 
edition of his popular essay on the effects of the different methods 
employed in this country of applying water to the surface of the body. 
The chief object of the work, Sir Arthur declares to be ^^ to obviate ap 
idea equally unfounded and prejudicial, that the use of the warm bath 
relaxes the frame and renders it more susceptible of cold, and to prove 
on the contrary that this remedy properly applied, in reality invigo- 
rates the system and fortifies it against the effects of cold." For this 
purpose he has concentrated into a small compass all the practical in- 
formation he has been able to collect from the writing^s of the mo^t 
eminent medical men of the age, to which he flatters himself that he 
has added some fyfitn of interest not generally known. Though the ex- 
ternal use of water for the purpose of cleanliness h^s been comipon in 
all nations and ages, the practice of bathing as a preventive, or a re* 
roedy for disease, or as a luxury, has been entirely confined io the 
polished nations of Europe and Asia. In the early records of antiqi|ity, 
oathing is noticed as a meaps of fortifying the bpdy against the ikngu^s 
and hardships of war, but with these views, the cold water was em- 
ployed. That the ancient physicians were not governed by any rational 
principles respecting the external application of water, is evident firom 
the veiy loose manner in which they speak of it; .ablution and bathing 
being suggested without specifying any degree of temperature. The 
practice of bathing fornted part of the Inpsaic laws. — In ho^j* wrft it 
18 op various occasions mentioned as a remedy for many diseases. 

It appears by a passage in the Snd book oftCingS) that the practice 
of bathing as a remedy for affections of the skin, was we^ unaerstood 
in those days^ apd certain rivers were esteemed for their n^edicimd vir- 
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tues.— JTbiis when Naaman theSjrian when desired by Elisha to bath in 
the river Jordan for the care of the leprosy, exclaimed, are not Abanar 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? 
May I not wash in them and be clean I Hy the Romans bathing was held 
ia great estimation, probably as a luxury, for according to Fabricius, 
there were not fewer than 836 public baths in Rome, some of which were 
capable of containing 800 persons. In Great Britain the warm bath has 
probably been employed from time immemorial, in consequence of the na- 
tural hot springs at Bath and Bristol. It does not appear that vsipour 
baths were employed here till the middle of the laf^t century, when Dr. 
Dominiceti, an Italian physician, formed an establishment in London, to 
which the late Sir John Fielding gave great publicity by communicating 
the cures that were effected by the doctor to the magistrates in the prin« 
cipal towns of England. In Ireland, warm baths were 6rst established 
about fifty years ago, but it was not till very lately that a vapour bath 
could be procured in Dublin. About nine years ago, an establishment 
was formed in that city, at which Sir Arthur Clarke h|is had an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the efiects of the external application of water, 
in different forms and desprees of temperature upon the human body ; 
and the preference he gives to the vapour bath is founded upon his 
persona/ experience. 

Sea bathing. Sir Arthur observes, has frequently received the credit 
of a cure, which Was entirely owing to the change of the air ; and many 
times, unsuspectedly, the gradual and permanent application of the 
cold bath has originated and laid the foundation, of chronic diseases and 
peculiarity of constitution. Its utility in scrofula^ and glandular swel- 
lings of the neck, he thinks is extremely doubtful. Mr. Carmichael^ in 
his very ingenious Treatise on Scrofula, corroborates this opinion on 
the effects of the cold bath in that disease. Respecting the inpfBcacy, 
or rather injurious tendency of sea bathing, where the patient's vital 

Sowers are so deficient that re-action does not follow the immersion, he 
iscards its use altogether ; but firoui the action of the tepid salt water 
on the vessek of the skin, he sa^s it is an auxiliary that cannot fail of 
being serviceable, and from which he has witnessed the very best ef- 
fects. 

Indigestion, tumified abdominal viscera, enlarged mesenteric 
glands, obstructed livers, indurated spleens, chronic pains in the sto- 
inach and bowels, and many other disorders, are frequeutly the result 
of cold bathing. 

Darwin thinks that the diseased liver and spleen are generated 
during the cold fit of the ague: and the long-continued shivering fit, 
which precedes re-action of the cold bath, ui feeble patients, Sir Arthur 
considers venr analogous to that condition of the body. Organic dis- 
ease of the viscera, which occurs during ague, is more the effect of in- 
creased than diminbhed heat. 

Cold affusion, and cold bath, which have been recommended b^ some 
surgical writers to assbt the reduction of strangulated hernia^ Sir Ar- 
thur has seen tried sometimes with advantage, but much oftener 
witfaont success. Mr. Hey, of Leedsy saw a spontaneous ascent of a 
atrangolated intestine, caused by a siogle immersion in the cold bath ; 
but a adliteiy instance of its utility shoulil not induce oa to adopt « 
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practice, when we are in possession of a much safer and more efiectual 
remedy, the warm and vapour bath. 

In ^outv and rheumatic complaints, however-— in diseases of the hip 
joint, lumbago, or sciatica, after the removal of those complaints by the 
use of the vapour or hot bath, (and in conjunction, with other remedies^) 
the alternation of the cold with the vapour bath, Sir Arthar has found to 
place the system in a better state of defence against a renewal of the 
morbid action ; and nothing appears to restore strength so rapidly aa 
the cold bath to such patients. 

Sir Arthur at his institution employs seven diiferent kinds of baths^ 
— Viz. The cold^ the cool^ the teptd^ the warm^ the hot^ the vapour^ and 
the medicated. With respect to cold bathing, he considers the shower 
bath the best and safest mode, because it is less liable to' produce 
cramp, and more generallj followed by a proper degree of re-action. 
He has tried this mode of applying cold water in two cases of insanity, 
with singular advantage, but during the time the water was descend- 
ing on the head, the trunk was immersed in warm water. This expe- 
riment, which is doubtless perfectly safe, Sir Arthur recommends to 
the attention of those gentlemen who have the medical superintend* 
ence of maniacs. When water exceeds the temperature of 6o degrees, 
and till it arrives to 85, Sir Arthur terms it the cool bath. The best 
preparation for cold bathing he considers the one that is usually 
adopted, viz. to begin with a warm, then a tepid, and afterwards a 
cool bath. This mode is condemned by some practitioners, because, 
by accustoming the body by degrees to the use of cold water, it does 
not receive that impression which rouses its vital fuDcticms, so as to 
occasion a proper degree of re-action. 

The beat necessary for a tepid bath, is from the highest degree of 
the cool bath to 95. This bath is chiefly recommended for the purpose 
of cleanliness and healthy exercise. That a due attention to strict 
cleanliness of the body is too often neglected in this country, Sir Ar- 
thur thinks cannot be denied ; we are however of opinion, that more 
mischief has been done by ablution of the body than by the neglect of 
it. Nothing is more pure, or free from combinations, than the secretion 
termed perspiration ; and if the skin be covered with clean linen, 
ablution cannot be necessary, only of those parts which are exposed to 
the atmosphere, and where the skin corned into contact. The use of 
the tepid bath 8ir Arthur particularly recommends during the. latter 
period of pregnancy, with the view of removing the distressing affec- 
tions of the stomach, sense of oppression, &c. attendant on it, and to 
facilitate labour ; and for these purposes it is unquestionably a most 
valuable remedy. He also recommends its occasional use during the 
different stages of life; being convinced, ^^that human existence, by 
tepid bathing, temperance, and exercise, is capable of longer duration 
than is observable at present." For the xmrm bath, the water is heated 
from 95 to 98 degrees. Affusion of water heated to either of these 
degrees, he considers more efibctual than immersion of the body in the 
warm bath, in diminishing diseased temperature, quidtening the pulse, 
relieving respiration, and producing a tendency to sleep. The eflbcta 
are however more transient than time of immeraioo in the warm bath, 
batk be recommends for hectic fever, most chronic and eruptive, 
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acute diseases, and those attended with increased heat, dryness of the 
skih; atoMc ^pvt, and rheumatism, accompanied with stiffness, and swel- 
ltn|[ of the ibints, rreen sickness, si{g;ht cases ofpalsj, scrofulous swel- 
)ini{8, St VituB's danoe, and other convulsive afiections, where the cold 
b^rti might prove too violent, hydrophobia, hysterics, all the affections 
of the bowels depending on an irregular or diminished action of any 
part of the intestines, cases of debility attended with nervous irritation, 
. and locked Jaw. When the intention is to increase perspiration, he re- 
eommendsit tob^ naed in an evening; the immersion should not exceed 
leu miflUtefS) and the patient should be moved from the bath to a warm 
kied : whei^ the ol^ect is not to excite perspiration any time after din* 
net* vHli be proper, and the immersion may be continued from fifteen to 
iireiit^ minutee, according to the feelings of the patient; gentle exercise 
in tke iipi&n air should afterwards be taken. The hot bath commences 
ftt the dc^ee of heat at which the warm bath ends, viz. 98 degrees, if 
the b^ttt of the bith much exceeds this degree, or if the immersion be 
eontitiued bey%(nd a fen^ minutes, the determination of l^lood to the bead 
is iti(^M9ed, which in some instances has produced apoplexy. This 
i^ttiedy k so pcrWerfuUy stimulant, that it can only he employed 
111 those cas^ in Which the ordinary stimuli have been found inettec- 
taul; Sit* Artfalir therefore has seldom employed it. The vapour bath 
h en apparutus to irhich the steam of boiling water, either simple or 
medicated, l6 conveyed through pipes from a common boiler, modellecl 
fttHn 6nb invented by the Honourable Basil Cochrane, a scientific gen- 
tlemaii, td #hotti W^ Are indebted for our knowledge of this truly valu- 
able remedy, more than any other person in Europe. The effect of 
heated vapour^ in raising the temperature of the body, is mucbWss than 
that 6f the hot bath, and as the head may be exposed to it, or .admitted 
into this machine that receives the vapmir, there is no fear of its produc- 
ing k ^retertiatural determinatiofi or blood to the brain. In conse- 
;[iieiloe of its being exhaled, the internal surfece of the windpipe ,aiid 
ungs fs expdsed to its influence, wiiich in nervous aflEectiouc^, such as 
tiMh'ma,mna difficulty of breathing, from the want of expectoration, is 
uniforinly productive of the best effects. The Honourable Basil 
Cochrane, it seems, cui*ed himself of li most formidable disease of the 
Idrigs by this remedy, and by the oceasidaal exposure of his body to it, 
has kept his system in a healthy state. The vapour batb is recom- 
inended by Sir Arthur in cases of fever, bilious, and liver complaint, 
dropsy, rheumatism, glandular swellings of the neck, palsy, gout, gra- 
vely inflatnmation of the bowels, affections of the lungs, cholera morbus, 
'dysenter^f fodteness, watery head, &c» ; the temperature of the vapour 
bath, and the time of remaining in it, mnst of course depend upon the 

turpdse for which it is designed, ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, 
dt there may be csMs in which hidf an bonr or even an hour maj^ be 
necessary. The best time for using the vnpour bath, is in tbe morning, 
br At anV p^od bisfore dinner ; after the body is properly dried and 
imbbed.U is 'found tote verv grattefvl, and is perfectly wS^ ; Sir Arthur 
nttiet^ that jito'ple Kre leM liaUe to take cold after warm or vapour 
tyhtllihg tHato at Arty other tiilie, for tbe increased ehrcidatioQ oq tbe aur- 
Ih^b <>iutt hMt keebs up n f rtot degree of heat^ which the ^oDM:on- 
ducting state or the skin long preierres, even in the mediom of a cold 
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atitiosphere. The salotary ^flect§ of the es^ternal application of warm va- 
|)Our, Sir Arthur attrihutes to th^ promotion of perspiration, we, how- 
ever, attribute them toitd allaying excitement of the nervotts system, 
which had more to do in cases of fevers than the circulation of the 
blood. Sir Arthur introduces a chapter on shampooiofi^, a fiivorite re- 
medy with some physicians at Brighton, and from its effects in rheuma- 
tism, gout, and chronic affections of the viscera, is likely to become 
popular. Of this practice, Sir Arthur^s account is taken from Savary's 
Letters from Eg^'pt, not having (^iven it a trial at his establishment. 

Water of different degrees of temperature, and particularly in a 
state of vapour, may unquestionably be employed as a powerful auxi- 
liary to medicine in the treatment of nearly all the diseases that 
assail human nature, and as a preventive of many of the mo<:t for- 
midable, more powerful than medicine itself. Sir Arthur in his Essay 
relates th^ results of personal experience and observation, and when 
we consider that he is the proprietor of the largest bath in the united 
kingdom, much credit is due to him for the very modest manner in 
which he has spoken of the efibcts of the different kinds of bath. He 
bas pointed out with the Candour of a maa of science the diseases and 
the circumstances in which they knay prove injurious: and his work 
will be found to contain more useful instruction, and valuable pruc- 
tical remarks, than any that has appeared on the subject. 

EXCESSIVE LOSS OF BLOOD.— Sirs,— I amuse myself by 
perusing your Monthly Gazette of Health, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing general information, and in No. 38, page 35, I ooserve an account 
published by Surgeon White, of a death from loss of Mood by the ap- 

{dication of a leech. Not being bred to snr«^ery or physic, my know- 
edge is purely theoretical and what I learn from authors. Hints may 
be sometimes useful even from an ignoramus. The subject immediately 
occurred to me, of the experiments madie by (I think), SpaUanzani, 
Darwin and others, of tt*ansfusing blood from one animal to another. 
Suppose Ihe surgeon in the above case, had directly taken the child 
properly wrapped up, to a neighbouring butcher for instance, and im- 
mediately opened the vein of a lamb, a calf, or any animal that was at 
hand, so as to have conveyed its warm blotxl by a syringe^ a quill, or 
some convenient tube, into any prbper vein of the child. 1 say, is it 
not possible resuscitation might have taken place? at least, would not 
this have been worth a trial, as the death of the child was merely oc- 
casioned by a loss or waste of that pabulum of life. 

S. G. feh. 8, 1819. A CHRISTIAN' OBSERVER. 

Dr. Biundell, lecturer on physiology at Guy's Hospital, has lately 

Eublished the results of several experiments, on the transfusion of 
lood by a syringe, which he was induced to make, in consequence of 
the death of a Woman fVoiti ah excessive discharge of blood, which oc- 
curred in his own practice. Reflecting afterwards on this case, the 
doctor could not forbear considering the patient might have been 
saved by transfusion, and that although there was no time for operat- 
ing in (he ti^ual iftaiiner, the vessels might have been replenished by 
means of a Syrifigie with fkdlUy amd jsromptUude. As the doctor had 
some doubt, whemer the blood ^oora remain lit for th^ animal fant- 
lions after pkssi'ag tbrottgli the Bytinge, he in^tnted a aeries of -eiipe- 
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rioienls to ascertain the poiat. He commenced by laying bare the 
blood-vessels in the ^roin of a dog, and a pipe sufficiently lar^e to fill 
the artery was introduced, with its extremity towardn the heart. On 
removing the ligature which had been applied to the vessel to prevent 
a premature discharge, the blood rushed out with such velocity, that 
eight ounces escaped in the course of two minutes, and the discharge 
soon afterwards ceased. Alarming symptoms followed, as gasping, 
struggling, and convulsions; and at length fainting, with stoppage of 
circulation, insensibility, and a complete relaxation of the muscles of 
the abdomen. After allowing the animal to lie in this state for a lew 
seconds, the doctor injected into the femoral vein six ounces of blood, 
taken immediately from another dog. The animal soon revived, the 
muscles became Krm, the respiration regular, sensibility restored, and 
the blood began to circulate so briskly, that it forced away the coagu- 
lum that bad formed in the femoral tube, and rushed out. So sudden 
and complete was the resuscitation, that the animal seemed to awake from 
sleep, than to arise from apparent death. The result of this experi*- 
ment satisfactorily proves that the transmission of blood through a 
syringe, does not unfit it for the animal purposes. As this was an im- 
portant circumstance, fully to ascertain, the ooctor thought it proper to 
institute other experiments to confirm it. He laid the same vessels of 
a doff bare as before, and introduced a pipe into the artery and vein, 
then by means of a syringe, the blood which flowed into a cup from the 
artery, he directly injected into the vein ; and although this operation 
was continued twenty-four minutes, the vital functions did not appear 
to suffer. During this operation, Dr. Blundell supposes twelve pounds 
of blood must have entered the cup, and been transmitted by the 
syringe to the veins. The whole weight of the dog, however, did not 
exceed that weight, and hence it is oovious that the same blood must 
have passed through the syringe repeatedly. From these exoeriments, 
it is obvious, that the transfusion of blood to the veins of^ a human 
subject, as proposed by our intelligent correspondent, may be attended 
with the most important advantages. Although the blood sustains but 
little injury, when received into a cup, and promptly transferred to the 
veins, it sufiers greatly (probably from separation), if transfusion be 
delayed. In order to ascertain the efiects of injecting the blood of 
another species of animal, the doctor drained a dog of his blood, by 
opening the artery in the groin, and replenished the vein by injecting 
human blood, which had been in a cup between fifty and sixty seconds. 
The animal revived, the blood circulated, the respication was renewed, 
and sensibilitj^ restored; but these flattering symptoms were of short 
duration, for in the course of a few minutes the animal died. In a 
second experiment conducted in the same manner, with human blood 
that bad remained in the cup only thirty seconds, the resuscitation was 
complete, the animal although languid being able to walk, and be- 
came so lively and sensible, that it was much pleased on being caressed ; 
it however died in the course of twelve hours. 

From a survey of these and similar experiments, it appears that the 
blood by lying in the cup between thirty and sixty beconas,i8 rendered 
unfit for the purpose of life. It has generally been supposed by me- 
dical m^n, that the blood of one kind of animal^ may with impunity 
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be substituted for that of another, and that the dof^ particularly would 
suffer but little inconvenience, if it were drained of its own blood, and 
replenished from the siheep. This opinion is rendered extremely doubt- 
ful by the further experiments of Dr. Blundell. The doctor drained 
three dogs of their blood, and supplied them with human blood, in the 
manner above described, without delay ; the blood being taken up 
by the syringe, as it flowed into the cup, and immediately injected into 
the vein. These dogs, although they recovered, died, one of them in 
a few minutes, another in a few hours, and the third several days after* 
wards. The last appeared for a time likely to recover entirely ; but 
dropsy of the pericardium came on which proved fatal. Another dog, 
on which the «:ame operation had been performed, by Mr. Goodridge, 
a pupil at the Hospital, eventually recovered; but the constitution of 
the dog was very vigorous. Dr. Peacock, prior to these experiments, 
drained several dogs of their blood, and replenished the sanguiferous 
system with the blood firom the sheep ; they revived for a time, but 
' generally died in a few days afterwards. It appears very evident by 

I these experiments, that in order to resuscitate a numan being, whose vi- 

tal functions are suspended by excessive loss of blood, it would be very 
hazardous to inject any other than human blood, and as a person may 
loose from sixteen to twenty ounces of blood without feeling its loss, 
it m'\y be obtained without delay, in sufficient quantitv for an infant, 
; or indeed from two persons for an adult. Dr. iflundell made use of a 

syringe of a peculiar construction, apparently with a view to prevent 
a separation of the blood, or exposure to the atmosphere ; but if the 
blood be received into a cup, placed in water heatea to about ninety 
degrees, it may with equal advantage be injected by a common syringe, 
(he operator taking care that atmoi^pheric air be not forced in with it. 
The DOitt vein in the human subject to open for this purpose, is, we 
conceive, the external juffular. It is scarcely necessary to observe, 
that it should be thrown m a direction towards the heart. The case of 
the death of an infant from the loss of blood, noticed in our last num- 
ber, and to which our correspondent refers, was certainly a very favour- 
able one for this experiment. 

PLAGUE. — A medical gentleman lately returned from Constanti- 
nople, has persuaded some merchants of the city of London, that he 
bad satis&ctorily ascertained, that the plague is not a contagious dis- 
ease, and consequently, that the quarantine laws^ so injurious to their 
interest, are unnecessary. The merchants it appears have been in- 
duced by this opinion, to apply to the legislature, for arf abolition of 
these laws, in order that their ships may proceed to a British port, 
from those countries where the plague is an endemic disease. Now 
the evidence of any disease heinff communicated by contagion, is, in 
our opinion, not stronger than that of the contagious nature of the 
plague. When the disease appeared in this island, the importation of 
the matter of contagion was at the time clearly traced. In the year 
1593, when the plague destroyed 1 1|50S lives, it was satisfactorily as- 
certained, that tne matter of contagion was received from Alckmaar. 
Itf 1603, when 36,269 individuals fell victims to it in London, it was 
received from Ostend. In six years afterwards it appeared again At 
Aldunaar^ and also in Denmark; but in consequence of all commoni- 
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CAtioa Mween those plai:e8 cmd EngUnd beivg s.ugp^niied, it did not 
extend to this coimtrv. In 16S5, it brok^ out in London, when it was 
clearly tmced from Denmark ; its rava^^es during th^t year exceeded 
85,000. In 1636, it destroyed 13,480 persons inXondoo, when it wag 
imported from Leyden. In 1665, the disease aii:ain appeared in Lon- 
don, and according to the smallest calculation, destroyed about 70,000. 
Since that time the plague has not appeared amon^ us, which in our 
opinion is attributable only to the strict observance of the quarantine 
laws. Since that period, epidemic fevers have become less malignant 
iu JLondon, for which lye can satisfactorily account. The ^reatek* use 
of fresh vegetable food, a less consumption of fish, superior cleanli- 
Desa, the greater attention paid to the poor in times of scarcity, the 
tremendous fire in 1666, the removal of old houses, the widening of 
streets, allowing of a more free ventilation, the establishment of com- 
mon ^wers and drains, and the keeping of the streets free from filtb, 
have no doubt greatly contributed to render the metropolis healthy, 
Und of course to diminish the malig^nancy of epidemic fevers. 

During the invasion of Egypt by Buonaparte, nuiny experiments 
were iipstituted by Dr. Desgenette, and Messrs. Assalini and Larre^, 
the principal medical officers of the army, with a view to ascertain 
if plague was infectious. These gentlemen, finding that they could 
not communicate it by inoculation, declared it not to be contagious ; 
but the experiments they made were by no means satisfactory, tor, in 
die first place, the blood, and even the pus of a suppurated gland^ of 
an infected subject, might be perfectly free from the matter of conta- 
gion, as we find the blood of a patient affected with measles, to be 
incapable of communicating the disease; and, in the next place, we 
know that a certain state of constitution is necessary to render it 
susceptible of the action of the matter of contagion. In some suh^e- 
quent experiments by a French surgeon, the contagious nature of (he 
disease was placed beyond a doubt : this surgeon was emboldened by 
the report of Dr. Desgenette and his colleagues, to inoculate himseff 
and some soldiers with matter taken from a suppurated gland. In a 
few hours, he had reason to blame himself for temerity, being seized 
with the disease, which shortly terminated his life ; the soldiers whom 
be bad persuaded to submit to the experiment fell victims to it about 
the same time. As the operations were performed near the bodies of 
the infected, it is more probable that they received the disease by iq- 
baling the effiuvia from their bodies, than by inoculation. When the 
plague broke out in Cairo, at the time Sir Sidney Smith was oflT tbe 
coast) it was traced to the house of a Jew^ who had opened a box of 
linen, which he had received from a part of Egypt that is never en- 
tirely free from plague ; a few holirs afl^r it was opened^ all the ser- 
y^xtlU that were present were attacked by the plague, and from this 
Ihoua? it rapidly spread throughout the city. Surely this circumstance 
affords indisputable evidence of the contagion^ nature of plagye. We 
are inforiiiea that the medical man- who contends that the disease ia not 
i909t9giQus was sent hy certain merchants of this metropolis, against 
whose iatereat the quarantine laws greatly ojpecate, to Turkey, in 
iPTdar to collect the opinions of the phyaiciaos of that qoMOtry respect* 
^ i(«<co«to8iQu» AAtures or tp «9f9ertiuo bjr .^^pi^riqiDa^ if tbc^ w^i)re 
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correct. This roan is blindlj attached to the Brunonian system, and 
loni; before he received the coniiiiiRsiony most obstinately contend^ 
for the non-oontagiovs natare of plague — his chief argument for 
which is, that it is one of the wise laws of Providence that man 
should not be liable to the effects of a contagious disease more than 
once, as is the case with measles, sniall«pox, &c. persons having^ 
therefore been afflicted several times with plague, it cannot be in his 
opinion a contagious disease. A man so strongly prepossessed with 
this idea, was surely an improper person to seno on such a com- 
mission. As the report of that man is onworthy of^ attention, the 
Legislature will no doubt see the necessity of obtaining the evidence 
of men of experience and inteffritj, of the real nature of the disease^ 
before they aliolish laws to which we are probaUy indebted for the 
imn-appeilrance of this dreadful disease among us. A member of the 
House of Commons observed^ that Dr. Roberts, who has held the 
appointment of Pfay^iieian to St. Bartholomew'^ Hospital for 80 years, 
bad asserted that no instance bad occurred durinff that time of typhus 
fover being communicated from those that were admitted with it, to the 
other patients or an attendant—- This we consider no decisive proof of 
tile disease not being infectious, fbr the other patients being afflicted 
with disease, and under medicinal treatment, were not susceptible of 
its action. 

Should the question of the contagious nature of plague be referred 
to a Select Committee of the House of Commons for investigation,- we 
would recommend the members not only to examine those physicians 
of our own country, who have paid particular attention to epidemic 
fevers, as Dr. Perciral, of Bato, Drs. Bateman and Armstrong, of 
London, but also Baron Larrey, of Paris, who paid particular atten- 
tion to the phenomena of plague during his residence in Egypt. 

Some accounts have been published by Dr. Allbin, of Constantino^, 
pie, and Dr. Laford, of Salonichi, to show that vaccination has the 
power to destroy the susceptibility to the infection of the plague. It 
IS stated that of 6000 persons vaccinated at Constantinople, not one 
became affected with the disease during a period when it was preva- 
lent; and also that the Armenians are entirely free from it,' in conse- 
quence of having been vaccinated. It does not appear that those who 
escaped the disease were exposed to the infection, and therefore no de- 
cided inference's can be drawn for such reports. 

ANEURISM. — ^The application of a ligature to the carotid artery, 
fbr aneurism of that vessel, has lately been performed with success m 
8t. Bartholomew's Hospital. The patient was a middle aged mav, 
and had been afflicted with the disease for about two years. No un« 
pleasant svmptoin has followed the operation. Mr. Bond, Surgeon to 
the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, has applied a ligature to the extern 
nal iliac artery, in a case of femoral aneurism, with success. The 
operation was performed on the sixth of June, and the patient was 
^seharged on the 16th of November, 1818. 

EMPLOYMENT OF YOUTH IN MANUFACTORIES.~To 
Bone very sensible observations made by the verjjr worthy Bishop of 
Ohester,' in the House of Lords, on the constitutional injury young 
people sustain by being employed for many homrs together in the m»- 
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iiiifiictorie» at Manchester, Leeds, &c. Lord Lauderdale replied, that 
he should be enabled to prove, by the oertiSeates of respectable prac- 
titioners, that the healtn of joung people was improved, and their 
comforts increased, bj the labour to which thej were subjected. One 
would suppose, that the unhealthy appearance of the young people 
thus employed, was alone sufficient to convince every person capable 
of observation, of the baneful effects of their employment; but after 
considering the extraordinary mortality of young people from the 
ages often to eighteen years, in manufacturing towns, ano the diseases 
wnich terminated their lives, can any medical man have the effrontery 
to come forward to declare, in the face of his country, that earlj 
labour of such a kind can contribute to the health of young people i 
The diseases prevalent in manufacturing towns, among young subjectsi 
arepulmonaryconsumptiouy tumefiictionof the mesenteric glands, indi- 
gestion, chlorosis, ana dropsv, which unquestionably are the effects of 
eedentary employment. Ir lae whole muscular system be not regu- 
larly exercised, the circulation will become languid, the viscera of the 
chest and abdomen loaded, and glandular system obstructed. Hence 
the foundation of the most formidable diseases is laid, which produce 
little or no inconvenience till they arrive to an incurable stage. It is 
an object with certain master spinners, that with respect to health and 
happiness, the condition of the young people employed in their trader 
is not less favourable than that of those engaged in other trades. By the 
reports of eleven manufiictoriesy out of 49& persons employed, 
1658 were^ when first employed, under 9 years of age. 
1667 ditto from 9 to 1 1. 

770 ditto IS to 15. 

371 ditto 16 to 19. 

253 ditto 80 to 24. 

122 ditto 25 to 29. 

47 ditto 30 to 34. 

26 ditto 35 to 39. 

21 ditto 40 to 49. 

3 ditto 50 to—. 

It appears, therefore, that upwards of a third part of the 4938 per- 
sons, began to work in a cotton manufiictory^ before they were nine 
iears of age. And, stranmas it may seem, of the 3325 who began their 
ibours under the age of twelve, onlv 197 lived to the age of thirty ; 
nineteen to the age of forty, and only two to that of fifty ! Surely, 
when such fiicts as these are duly reflected upon, and it is considered 
they are deduced from the statements of the master spinners them- 
selves, some legislative control is greatly wanted for a system of 
labour, which subjects to its baneful operation children so young, 
whose numbers are even now increasing, and from the growing extent 
of the trade continually increases. 

GALVANISM. — ^An account of some rery interesting experiments 
performed by Dr. Ure, on the body of a criminal executed at Glaa- 
gpm, on the 4th of November last, was read befi^re the Literary So- 
ciety of that place. The paper commences with some appropriate ge- 
neral, physiological views, relating to the application or nlvanism, in 
which the author notices particuurly the researchei of Dr. Wilson 
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Philip, on the relation between Voltaic electridtj and the phenomena 
<if life, of which we have already given an account. 

** The subject of these experiments was a middle-sized, athletic, and ex- 
tremelj muscular man, about thirty years of age. He had been suspend- 
-ed from the gallows nearly an hour, and made no convulsive struggle 
after he dropped ; while a thief executed along with him, was violently 
agitated for a long time. He was taken to the Anatomical Theatre of 
Glasgow in about ten minutes after he was cat down. His face had 
a perfectly natural aspect, being neither livid nor tumefied ; and there 
was no dislocation of his neck. 

^^Dr. Jeffray, the distinguished Professor of Anatomy, having on the ' 
.preceding day requested Dr. Ure to perform the ^vanic experiments, 
ne sent to his theatre with this view, next morning, his minar voltaic 
battery, consisting of S70 pairs of four inch plates, with wires of com* 
AiunicatioA, and pointed metallic rods with insulating handles, for the 
more commodious application of the electric power. About fi^e mi- 
nutes before the police officers arrived with the body, the battery was 
charged with a diluted nitro-sulphuric acid, which speedily brought -it 
into a state of intense action. The dissections were skilfully executed 
by Mr. Marshall, under the superintendence of the Professor. 

^^ Exp 1. — ^The spinal marrow of the neck was exposed, and an 
incision made in the left hip, so as to bring the sciatic nerve into 
•sight ; and a small cut made in the heel. From neither of these did 
any blood flow. The pointed rod connected with one end of the bat- 
tery, was now placed in contact with the spinal marrow, while the 
otter rod was applied to the sciatic nerve. Every muscle of the body , 
was immediately agitated with convulsive movements, resembling a 
violent shuddering from cold. The left side was most powerfully 
convulsed at each renewal of the electric contact. On movinr the 
second rod from the hip to the heel, the knee being previously bent, 
the leg was thrown out with such violence, as nearly lo overturn one 
of the assistants, who in vain attempted to prevent its extension. 

*^ Exp. 8. — The left phrenic nerve was now laid bare, from three to 
four incnes above the collar bone. Since this oerve is distributed to 
the diaphragm, and since it communicates with the heart through the 
eighth pair, it was expected, by tnfnsmitting the galvanic power along 
it, that the respiratorv process would be renewed. Accordingly, a 
ainall incision having been made under the cartilage of the seventh 
rib, the point of the one insulating rod was brought into contact with 
the great head of the diaphragm, while the other point was applied to 
the phrenic nerve in the neck. This muscle, the main agent of re- 
spiration, was instantly contracted, but with less force than was ex- 
pected. Satisfied from ample experience on the living body, that more 
powerfiil effects can be produced in galvanic excitation, by leaving the 
extreme ^communicating rods in dose contact with the parts to be ope- 
rated on, while the electric chain or circuit is completed, by running the 
end of the wires alon^ the top of the plates in the last trough of either 
pole, the other wire bein|;steadily immersedin the last cell of theopposite 
pole, the Dr. had immeduitely recourse to this method. The success of it 
was truly wonderful. Ful^ nay, laborious breathing, instantly com- 
9ienced« The chest heavedi and fell ; the belly was protruded^ and 
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again collapsed, witk the relaxing and retiring diaphragm. This pro« 
ce68 was continued, without interruption, as long as I continued the 
dectric discharges. 

^' In the judgment of many scientific gentlemen who witnessed the 
scene, this respiratory experiment was perhaps the most striking ever 
made with a philosophic apparatus. Let it also he remembered, that 
for full half an hour before this period, the body had been well nigh 
drained of its blood, and the spinal marrow severely lacerated. No 
pulsation could he perceived meanwhile, at the heart or wrist ; but it 
may be supposed, that, but for the evacuation of the blood, the essen- 
tial stimulus of that organ, this phenomenon might also have occurred. 
*' £xp. 3. — The supra-orbital nerve he laid bare in the forehead, 
the one conductiiig-rod being applied to it, and the other to the heel, 
most extraordinary grimaces were exhibited every time that the elec- 
tric dischai^ges were made, by running the wire in the hand along the 
edges of the last trough, from the 920th to the S27Ui pair of plates'^ 
thus fifty shocks, each greater than the preceding one, were given in 
two seconds : every muscle in his countenance was simultaneously 
thrown into tearful action ; rage, horror, despair, anguish, and ghastly 
smilefi, united their hideous expression in the murderer's ia^, sur- 
passing fiir the wildest representations of a Fuseli or a Kean. At this 
period several of the spectators were forced to leave the apartment| 
Irom terror or sickness, and one gentleman feinted. 

^^ fixp. 4.-— The last galvanic experiment consisted in transmitting the 
electric power from the spinal marrow to the ulnar nerve, as it passes 
by the internal condyle at the elbow: the fingers now moved nimbly, 
like those of a violin performer ; aa assistant who tried to close the 
fist, found the hand to open forcibly, in spite of his efforts. Wheil 
the one rod was applied to a slight incision in the tip of the fore^ 
finger, the fist being previously clenched, that finger extended in- 
stantly ; and from the convulsive agitation of the arm, he seemed to 
point to the different spectators, some of whom thought he had come 
to life.'' An hour was spent in these experiments, when an experi- 
Buent was made with a view of determining the quantity of residual 
air in the lungs. In deliberating on the atove galvanic phenomena, 
we are almost willing to imagine, that if, without cutting into and 
wounding the spinal marrow and blood-vessels of the neck, the pul- 
monary oivans had been-set a playing at first, (as the doctor proposed) 
by electrifying the phrenic nerve (which may be done without any 
diangeroas incision,) there is a probability that life might have been 
restored. This event, however little desirable with a murderer, and 
perhaps contrary to law, would yet have been pardonable in one in- 
stance, as it would have been highly honourable and useful to science. 
From the accurate experiments of Dr. Philip^ it appears that the 
action of the diaphragm and lungs, is indispensable towards restoring 
the suspended action of the heart and great vessels, subservient to 
the circulation of the blood. It is known that death-like lethargy, or 
auapended animation, from disease and accidents, have occurredy 
where life has returned, after longer interruption of its functions 
than ill the subject of the preceding experiment. It is probable, when 
apparent 4ieath sopervenes firom suffocation with aojnoiis gaaes^ See* 
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and whea there U no organic lesion) that a jodicioosly directed galvanic 
experiment wiU> if any thing will, restore the activity of the vital fane- 
tioos. The plans of administering voltaic electricity hitherto pursued 
in such cases, are defective. No advantage, we perceive, b likely to 
accrue from passing electric discharj^es across the chest, directly throiigh 
the heart and lunes. On the principles so well deyeloped by Dr. 
Philip, and now illustrated on Clydsdale's body, we should transmit 
along the channel of the nerves, that substitute for nervous influence, 
or that power which may perchance awaken its dormant faculties. 
Then, indeed, fair hopes may be formed of deriving extensive benefit 
from galvanism ; and of raising this wonderful agent to its expected 
rank, among the ministers of health and life to man. 

The doctor suggests another nervous channel, which he conceives 
to be a still readier and more powerful one, to the action of the heart 
and lungs, than the phrenic nerve. If a longitudinal incision be made, 
as is frequently done for aneurism, through the integuments of the 
neck at the outer edge of the stemchmastcideus muscle, about half way 
between the clavicle and angle of the lower jaw: then on turning 
over the edge of this muscle, we bring into view the throbbing carotid, 
on the outside of which, the par voeuoi, and ereat sympathetic nerve, 
lie together in one sheath. Here, therefore^ tAev may both be directly 
touched and pressed by a blunt metallic condfuctor. These nerves 
communicate directly, or indirectly, with the phrenic ; and the super* 
ficial nerve of the heart is sent off from the sympathetic. Should, 
however, the phrenic nerve be taken, that of the left side is the pre- 
ferable of the two. From the position of the heart, the left phrenic 
differs a little in its course from the right by passing over the pericarp 
dium, covering the apex of the heart. 

While the point or one metallic conductor is applied to the nervous 
cords above described, the other knob ought to be firmly pressed 
against the side of the person, immediately under the cartilage c^ the 
seventh rib. The skin should be moistened with a solution ofcommon 
salt, or, what is better, a hot saturated solution of sal-ammoniac, by 
which means the electric energy will be more effectually conveyed 
through the cuticle, so as to complete the voltaic chain. 

To lay bare the nerves above described^ recj^uires no formidable 
incision, nor does it demand more anatomical skill, or surgical dex- 
terity, than eveiy practitioner of the healing art ought to possess. 
We should always bear in mind, that the subject of experiment is at 
least insensible to pain ; and that life is at stake, perhaps irrecoverably 
gone. And assuredly, if we place the risk and diificuUy of the 
operations in competition with the blessings and glory consequent 
on success, they will weigh as nothing with the intelligent and humane. 
It is possible, indeed, that two small brass knobs, covered with cloth 
moistened with solution of sal-ammoniac, pressed above* and below 
on the place of the nerve, and the diaphragmatic region, may suffice 
without anv surgical operation. This may first be tri^. Immersion of 
the body m cold water accelerates greatly the extinction arising 
from suffocation; and hence less hopes must be entertained of re- 
covering drowned persons after a considerable interval, than when the 
vital heat has been auflfered to continue with little abatement. None 
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of the ordinary practices should ever on such occasions be neglected. 
JFor it is surely criminal to spare any pains which may contribute, in 
the slightest degree^ to recal the fleeting breath of man to its cherished 
mansion. 

DEAFNESS. — Sies,— In your No. S3, a correspondent of Lincoln's 
Inn, fii voured the public with a cure for deafness, by the application of bay 
salt, and in the 34th number, I pointed out the 'necessity for the ex« 
ercise of judgment in the application of remedies. Your correspondent 
from Lincoln's I nn, has not thought proper to mention the cases, to 
which the same remedy proposed by Cheraicus in your last number 
is applicable ; indeed your last correspondent tells us it will not answer 
in an indefinite variety of cases, but he omits to tell us in what cases 
it wiU succeed. I therefore shall rest upon my former ffround, until 
I know to what species of deafness it may thus be successfully applied; 
because if that general term deafness be used, without particularising 
the symptoms of the complaint, which it is well known are so various 
in their origin, and eflects, I cannot lose my time, by reasoning with a 
person, who must understand so little of the structure of these delicate 
parts, and to which the application of such remedies as he advises, may in 
peculiar states of them, occasion considerable mischief. 

Chemicus is not intelligible as to his common and uncommon reme- 
dies ; if he will be more explicit, he will enable your other corres- 
pondents to reply to him.— —I am, Sirs, your obedient Servant, 
Lotidonj M. 23, 1819. W. WaiOHT, 

Surgeon Aurist to her late Majesty. 

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION Dr. Roos of Petersburgh, 

informs as, that he continues to employ the vapour of tar (noticed 
in a former number), in the early and even advanced stages of pulmo- 
nary consumption, with the most decided advantage. He observes^ 
that it uniformly allays couffh and corrects the discbrge of the lungs. 
Previous to its inhalation, the whole bodv of the patient is subjected to 
the vapour of water, which he has found to abate hectic fever and di- 
minish the action of the heart and arteries. During the use of these 
remedies, the patients are restricted from the use orwine, but not ani- 
mal food. 

ABDOMINAL BANDAGE.— We have received a letter from a 
clergyman of high rank in the established church, in which he observes, 
^ I nave received such essential benefit from the use of the abdominal 
landages, recommended by you, that I am now able to walk eight 
miles without experiencing mtigue, when, prior to its use, I was not 
equal to a walk of one mile. I can also go through the whole of my 
church duty with perfect ease. The symptoms my medical attendant 
attributed to a disordered slate of the fiver have entirely left me/' 

ANATOMY OF THE EAR.— Mr. Wright, surgeon-aurist to her 
late Majesty, is preparing for publication, a coloured plate of the hu- 
man ear, taken from nature, wnich will be accompanied with explana- 
tory letter-press, wherein the causes of deafness will be pointed out 
in a manner easy to be comprehended by everyperson afflicted. 

We are happy to announce to our readers, that a work of this na^ 
tute is in progress, because any mode of conveying a knowledge of 
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the diseases affecting the oi|^n of hearing, must be highlj satisfiictorj 
to every person labouring under such a distressing complaint. 

The same gentleman is also preparing for the press, an investigation 
of the properties and real usefulness of electricity, in a medical point 
of view, being the substance of a course of lectures, wriUen and de- 
livered by Mr. Wright on this subject to highly respectable audiences, 
amongst whom were some of the first mediad characters in the west of 
England. 

We understand the basis of this work will be a candid examination 
of the labours of all who have written on the subject ; we look for- 
ward to the appearance of it with much expectation, particularlv 
as we learn it nas been a matter of study and experience with 
Mr. Wright, at all his leisure moments, for these last twenty-five years^ 
and his assistance has finequently been resorted to by practitioners of 
eminence both in town and country. 

TYPHUS FEVER, &c.— Mr. Dixon, surgeon at Witham, eontra* 
diets a statement which appeared in a late number, that a fever of a 
virulent nature had been prevalent in that place and neighbourhood. 
The information was transmitted to us by a very respectable physician^ 
who received it from an inhabitant at Withanu As our correspondent 
does not live br from the neighbourhood, we hope to be enabled to 
state in our next number, whether the fever only existed in the brain 
of his informant, as Mr. Dixon states, or among the inhabitants as he 
asserts. As Mr. Dixon is a sutgeon of skill and integrity, and the 
person from whom the information was received is not a medical man^ 
we majr suppose the latter may be in error, although he states, that 
the church yard, firom the number of burials of those who had feUen a 
sacrifice to the contagion, exhibited tlie appearance of a recently 
ploughed ground. 

Mr. Dixon admits, that several cases of feilure of cow-pox, as a pre- 
ventive of small*pox, have occurred there, but in every case, with 
one or two exceptions, the small- pox was so peculiarly mild, that the 
jMtients very rapidly recovered. He adds, that he has lately met with 
six cases of natural small-pox, the subjects of which had unquestion- 
ably gone through the disease by inoculation, one an old woman forty 
jears of age ; to this patient it proved fatal, and in the other it was 
severe. 

TENDER, EXCORIATED, OR CHAPPED NIPPLES.— Mn 
Steedman, chemist of Walworth^ has invented a medicated shield, 
which not only protects the nipples firom the firiction of linen and pres- 
sure of stays, but preserves them firom excoriation or chaps, and pre- 
vents the irritating effects of frequent suckling. When the skin is 
excoriated or chap^, it also speedily allays the attendant irritetion, 
and heals the surfi^. This invention is highly crediteble to Mr. 
Steedman, and to those mothers or nurses, who experience pain and 
inconvenience at the time of sudding, in consequence of the natural 
tender stete of the nipples, will no doubt prove a souroe of "great 
comfort. 

EMBALMING.-Mr. Brookes, the eminent Lecturer on Anatomy and 
Surgery, in London, has, by means of injecting the sanguiferous system 
with a spirituous solution df the oxy muriate of quicksilver, and by fire« 
quent ablation c^tbe surfrCie of the body with alc«hol| presenred the 
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dead.bodj of a Negrd fSrditf putrefaction: Tli^ hoAy id' WoW peifectljr 
d^, and althoHgli^it bos been kept twelve ^ears^ does -rtbt exhibit any 
appearanoe of decay. By iillinff the blood 'vesselfl with naptha, and fre- 
quently waging- the exfemal - suHhce with it, the body of ia man 
has also been preserved in great perfection. The. petroleum (from 
whence naptha is obtained) being exceediitgly ^hunclant in* Egypt, 
was probably with it, that the ancients presenred deed bodies; if so, the 
injection of the blood vessels with the volatile parts of the petroleum^ 
ttndthe external use of it, is lln improvement on the ancient method of 
embalming, as fay it the skid, features,' and fofm of the person are pre- 
served in great perfection. ^ 

MANURE:«*Sirs, As you occatsionally admit into your valuable pages 
mefuL bints on the interesting subject ofagrieulture, I^ransmit-to you, 
a^ooess for tlie ^coin{>o8ition of green vegetables, t^hith I haveprac* 
tised with great success in the counties of Norfolk and of Suffolx. I 
am prilieI(Mly induced to make this conmui>icaH.oh in t^dnseouence of 
a visit I paid last summer to a respectable friend of mine, wno is the 
proprietor of acorn mill on the river Avon, at Downton, in Wiltshire. 
Daring my stay with* him^ I went to see a large tract 6f newly inclos- 
ed land^ on the borders of the New Forest, of which my friend had a 
considerable allotment. On my return from this survey j 1 observed the 
labourers at the mill, busily engaged in forcing down tve stream a great 
quantity of vegetable matter, deeming it an accumulation of worth- 
less note. I suggested to him thfe advantage I presumed be might obtain, 
by endeavouring by the underAienfioned mode of turning these floating 
materifldii that itet^ eonstMnfly fbrmikig a bbdy at the lieud of the mil^ 
toaprofitableaccouiit, and if the local facilities that afford Ihemselves 
Ibr fne execution of the same, there being a lime kiln imm^iately ad^ 
joining the new inclosures, and the distance of t)iem from the mill ; nqt 
m^Maing half a mile. Should any of yoojr readers be igno.rant of this 
Drawee, they will, i think, be obliged, by ybiir giving publicity to^the 
Mlo^iag instructions for expcMRiously converting green vegetable int6 
manure. Placealayer of vf^Jetablis matter a foot thick, then a thin layer 
of lime, alternately; in'alew boiirs thedecompositipn will begin, find 
unless prevented bv sodb) or a forkftirjof vegetables, will breaH out into 
a bla^, this niust be guarded against ; in- labours th^ process will be 
complete. Weeds of every ^ description wi\l. aq^wer .fiiC vegetables, two 
pounds worth of lime will produce manure iTor 4 acres, yse the vegff 
tables as soon after cutting as possible, and the Kme as ' fresh from tne 
kiln as distance will allow.' I am, ' Yotir constant teader, 

Do^fnngj Feb. I6y IS19. . : J. M. 

BEER.---The (process of M. Kirchdfl^ for Converting stafch into 
' auger, by means or sulphuric acid, has iriready received^ some usefdl 
appliteatioBs; bat Ihe most asdfiil i^, doubtless, the conversidil of this 
sugar into beer. * Distolved in a prbper quantTt^ df water, feittiented, 
and, according to the method of brewers^ inSpregnated' with fh^ bitter 
quality ^ofthe^hop, it furnishes A beer wbicbis light, EriA, strong;, ^np 
agreeable to the palate. . This refreshing and healthy, beverage!' ^ P^^' v 
prepared, re<|uinng beiAer mtU rior expeiisive'vessels/ so that te cotta- 
ger may make it: Alr^dt two DnnofiittUi'ers are empl^^d' Ii^ F^' 
parioe H tit <(uaiititiea in Fhmce, who e^tiAata f hat i< wfli <Ail/ co^^ 
a fiurtmag a gaUon. . '^ - - - • , ■. 
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No. 40.] To APRIL 1, 1819. [Vol. IV. 

Of sir WALTER FARQUHAR, Babt. M. D. 

Pkjfrieian to the Prince Regent, Sfc. ifc. 

This distinguished physician is the son of a clergyman of the 
north of Scotland, who was highly esteemed for rational piety and 
profound erudition. — Sir Walter received the rudinoents of his 
professional education under the scientific Dr. Gregory , of Aberdeen^ 
where he cultivated with great ardour, an acquaintance with the 
different branches of medicine, mathematics, and moral philosophy^ 
and after a residence of four vears, took the degree of Master of 
Arts. He afterwards pursued his favourite studies in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, where he was highly respected by the professors. 
Having completed his professional education, his active mind led 
him to prefer the army to a confined or stationary practice. He 
accordingly obtained the appointment of surgeon to the 19th 
regiment, at the age of twenty-three; soon, after which, he had 
the honour to attend Lord Howe on his being wounded at the 
memorable siege of Belleisle, to whom b^ gave so much satisfaction 
that insured his lordship's future esteem. The regiment being 
ordered to Gibraltar, Mr. Farquhar, ambitious of further know«> 
ledge, obtained leave of absence to proceed to France, where he 
remained nearly eighteen months, .visiting the most celebrated 
hospitals in the society of the first physicians and surgeons. — ^At 
Rouen, he took up his abode with the celebrated Le Cat, director 
of the famous hospital of that place. A short time after he joined 
his regiment in Gibraltar, his advice was resorted to in all 
cases of difficulty by the inhabitants, and his general practice, in , 
consequence, soon became very considerable. Finding his health 
to be on the decline, he resigned his appointment, and returned to 
London, where he commenced practice as a medical surgeon. Here 
the indefatigable attention he paid to his patients, and the success of 
bis treatrhent, advanced him so rapidly into eminence, that be was 
soon at the head of the profession, takings the lead even of Royal 
Physicians and Hospital Surgeons. This unprecedented success 
his biographer justly attributes to ** superior judgment, integrity 
of mind, unsophisticated manners, benevolence, and general know- 
ledge of human nature." 

Soon after his settlement in London, he m^irried Mrs. Harvie, 
(widow of a respectable physician of Jamaica) whose, very afiable- 
and pleasing manners, and benevolent disposition, rendered her an 
object of respect and admiration in the first circles. Mr. Farquhar 
being desirous to retire from the fatigue of practice, took a doctor's 
degree in medicine ; but he was greatly deceived in his expectation 
of enjoying more leisure hours; for although this step excited the 

VOL. 1-V. 11 • 
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jealousy and opposition of the leading physicians, he soon found 
himself involved in an extent of respectable practice, not exceeded in 
the history of physic, to the great mortification of his opponents^ 
He was not only pliysician to men of the first abilities in the state/ 
as Mr. Pitt, Lord Melville, Dr. Pretyman, &c., but was their most 
intimate dssckiiate-^A proof that his knowledge was not merely pro* 
fessional. He was soon afterwards advanced to the dignity of 
Baronet, and received the appointment olf physician to the Prince 
Regent, Which he still holds. An affection of the lungs, occasionally 
aggravated by over-anxious attention to his patients, has repeatedly 
compelled Sir Walter to have recourse to a tempor&ry retirement from 
practice; but it was not till the year 1813 that he determined to give 
up general practice, sinc^ which his attendance has been exclusively 
confined to the Prince Itegent, and those families to which his at- 
tention has endeared him. About twelve months agp, the affection 
of his chest run so high, that the physicians who were in attendance, 
unanimously gave their opinion that his valuable life was rapidly 
drawing to a termination. His breathing became so laborious, his 
pulse so weak, and the powers of the system were so reduced, thai 
they did not expect him to survive many hours. Sir Waller at- 
tributing his debility to a congestion of the vessels of the lungs, ex- 
pressed a wish to lose blood. This was opposed on the supposition 
that by weakening the system, it would accelerate the fatal event. 
Sir Walter, thinking otherwise, insisted upon the operation being 
performed, Which was accordingly done. The consequences were, 
the blood was transmitted through the Jungs with facility, the 
ulse became more full, the breathing more easy, and the 
ip5 instead of a purple exhibited a florid red colour; and in two 
days, instead of his friends hearing of his death as they h^d been 
led to expect, they had the greai happiness to learn that he was 
out of danger!! 

It is indeed by no means a pleasant office to delineate the cha- 
racter of living persons. No man, as an ancient writer observes, 
can be said to have lived till he has ceased to live: without however* 
ndministeriilg the nauseating food of flattery, we can fairly say that 
Sir Walter Farquhar has supported a distinguinhed reputation 
as a physician, which few have attained, and which few would 
have borne with such perfect moderation. Like the great Syden- 
ham, to whom in the leading features of his character he may be 
nptly compared, he has met in his progress the illiberal jealousy of 
a pompous set of tn^tended regular physicians, which he totally dis- 
tei^rded, and without any efjfbrt he soon overcame. If any proof 
of superior intellectual powers was required, the circumstance of his 
being an ibtimate associate of a Pitt, a Melville, or a Pretyman, is 
alone sufficient. 

Among Sir Walter's friendly acts, may \jfe noticed the very liberal 
support and the unbounded nature CKf the patronage he has bestowed 
on young candidates for advancement in the profession. But there 
is one prominent feature in bis character which peculiarly marks the 
possession of talents, viz. the implicit confidence unifornfily reposed 
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ID him by his patients— an indisputable proof that their opinions 
were verified by facts; and of that superiority and marked decision 
which a man of strong natural understanding always displays. To 
young practitioners (for whose benefit we are induced to give oie- 
moirs of living practitioners) it will appear evident that this distin^ 
jeuished individual owes his success in life to a sound discriminating 
judgment and conscientious conduct Such a man, though the rage 
6f fashion may haveceased, will ever stand high in public aitimatioii 
and private esteem.— It is greatly to be regretted that the example 
of Sydenham* the faithful and accurate recorder of nature, has not 
been followed by succeeding physicians of sound and accurate judg« 
ment. How much more valuable would be the experience of % 
Farquhar, a Haltbrd, or a BabbingtoUi than a hundred volumes of 
the closet speculator. 

INSANITY. — Dr. Kindake, in a late publication, condemns the pre- 
vaifing practice of copious bleeding, in maniacal affectjons of the brain. Mr. 
G. Nesse HUl, of Cnester, in his able Essay on the Prevention and Cure of 
Insanity, also censures this treatment, and observes, that it is common only 
with professional gentlemen who do not attempt, nor indeed wish to take 
further steps than to reduce maniacal delirium, by diminishing liie quantity 
of blood. This practice, says Mr. H. is as indiscriminate as it is frequent, 
and merits bish reprobation, notwithstanding it has the sanction of ages and 
names, illustnous in public opinion. ** Iso sooner is the existing; disease 
determined to belong to the class mania, or indeed lunaoy in any shape, but 
bleeding, hellebore, chains, coercion, starving, and dark dungeons crowded 
OB the mind of the practitioner. Extraction of blood takes the lead, wbich^ 
OB failin|^ to reduce the raging, miserable and loathed sufferer to calmness, 
it is again and again repeated, by which the number of incurables is daily 
increased." Mr. Hill notices two cases to illustrate the bad effects of indis'- 
piminate bleeding. One was bled thirteen ^mes, till he fainted (each time) 
in the course of six days. Mr. H. admits that he recovered, but he soon 
afterwards relapsed. In the other c^e he states, '< It was supposed thai 
the patient was bled to death, without producing any alteration in the conv- 
plaint!!** In a late communication on the baneful effects of bleeding in 
cases of mania, Mr. HiH, alluding to the melancholy case of Sir Samuel 
RomiHy, observes, ** at this momentary crisis it would be almost ao 
unpardonable violation of feeling to close this letter without remarking that 
eventful time has again disclosed to our pained senses a striking, and, if we 
choose ity a salutary though severe lesson on the tremendous consequences 
of defective energy in the prompt and effectual treatment of nascent, but 
decisive, mental aberration, and the ultimate prevention of suicide. Shal) 
the shock which public feeling has recently sustained bis merged in the stroaai 
of common events, and merely serve to " point 9l iporal or adorn a tale V 
Or shall it be improved to the benefit of the present risine gen^r^Uon ? 
Among the medical faculty, there will qot surely be a solitary instance 
of one member sc)' lost to the honor and glory of his profession, as 
Hot to rouse himself %o the determinatipn, that no part of the circle which his 
individual practice embracer, shall want the timely scrutiny, so eminently 
calculated to prevent the repetition of events so truly deplorable, and wheil 
l^ommitted, so uselessly regretted. A subject of mater moment cannot 
occu{^ th^ aftentioB of the Profession. Impressed with this conviction* 
it is neither arrogance nor presumption to those who have perused ins work 
PA the doctrines and plan of trealoient laid down in the c^f^pter on the 
prevention of inst^iity ; a very cursory reperusal will (^onvincp ihem^ tli^^t 
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had the principles there inculcated been faithfully acted upon, the ffreat 
man alluded to would, in all human probabiUty, still have breathed the 
vital air." 

Insane subjects are liable to plediora, and to a preternatural determination 
of blood to. the head, when bleeding never fails to quiet the system, . and to 
abate the inordinate actions of the mind; but when the intellectual functions 
of the brain are disordered by a sudden shock of the mind, or by violent 
mental perturbation, thete is uniformly a considerable determination of blood 
tothe-brafn: and in such case, surely no professional man would hesitate 
as to the propriety of extracting blood in proportion to the degree of genera! 
plethora. .In the case of Sir Samuel Romuly, we do not find that the medical 
attendants did have recourse to the practice which Dr. Kinglake and Mr. 
Hill so much reprobate. Had it been adopted, and instead of taking 
him to his house, where almost every object must. aggravate his affliction, by 
reminding him of the extent of his loss, his medical attendants had di« 
verted his mind from his heavy calamity by change of scene, and particularly 
by visiting tliose places of the Continent which were likely to afford sub* 
jects of sufficient interest, to excite his attention, might not the result 
have been different? To take a patient directly from a place of deep 
affliction to one which must necessarily keep up irritation of the wound 
the mind bad received, appears to us hifi;bly injudicious; but we are 
told Sir Samuel was attentively watched qy affectionate medical skill— 
his two physicians being near relatives, aud men of profound judgment. 
Dr. Kinglake and Mr. Hill should make some distinction between morbid 
^excitement of brain from sudden mental affliction and chronic or qonstitu* 
Clonal insanity. 

CQW POX. — At no period since the introduction of this disease 
among the human race has the faith of its efficacy in the minds of 
medical men, and in public opinion been diminisbed^ aa it has been 
within tbe last two months, in various parts of the united kingdom. 
Amid a good deal of doubt, some scepticism and much gratuitous 
confidence, the minds of the uninformed have not regardlessly looked 
up to tbe vascillating oountenances of their medical friends, and have 
readily seized every feet that had a tendency to diminish confidence 
in its preventive powers. More than one half of tbe last number of the 
Edinbiirgh Medical apd PhysicalJournal is occupied with remarks on 
tbe present state of vaccination, by Mr. Black, an eminent surgeon of 
^ewton Stewart* and Mr. Brown, of Musselburg, formerly a strong 
advocate for the practice, which the editors themselves acknowledge 
have shaken their confidence in its preventive powers against smalj 

£ox. The fact which extensive and attentive impartial investigation 
ave brought to the observation of these gentlemen, and especially 
those which have recently pccured to a considerable extent in various 
parts of Europe, have made sqch an impression on the minds of 
many intelligent practitioner9, as to jnduce them to comipunicate 
the results to the publip; all, however, allow that it has the powef 
of diminishing tbe virulence of small pox, but it dees, not afford a 
certain security against its cont£^ion. Mr. Brown observes, that 
experience and experiment have satisfactorily shewn that on ex* 
posure to epidemic small pox, some years after having undergone 
vaccination, the individual will be more or less influenced by the 
contagion ; and if inoculation with small pox matter be again resort- 
ed to^ some years after vaccination, not. only- the perfect local 
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phenomena of small pox inoculation will be obtained, but also 
fever and eruption; and these two tests will now in general exert 
their influence on the constitution, exactly in conformity with the 
distance of vaccination. For the first two or three years after the 
introduction of vaccination, we did not hear of any thing like a 
failure; indeed, even after the expiration, of four years, so confident 
was Dr. George Pearson of its preventive powers, that he offered 
a premium of a hundred pounds for a well authenticated case of 
failure. Many cases of small pox after vaccination were afterwards 
produced by some practitioner^ in London, at the Doctor's Dis- 
pensary, but we never heard of any instance of his having fulfilled 
his promises; the claim, in his opinion, not having been fairly made 
out. From every part of the world where vaccination has-been 
introduced, the reports we receive are advene to the reputation of 
cow pox ; and at the present period we think no medical man, who 
has a regard for his character, will deny that the cases of failure are 
increasing to an alarming degree. It appears, where the small pox 
contagion in a concentrated state is allowed to operate on persons 
who have been vaccinated six years, that it will exercise its usual 
influence. Mr. Brown observes, that none escaped at the distance of 
six years after vaccination, that were placed in circumstances favorable 
for the operation of the epidemic; very few at four years, and the 
greatest number who resisted the contagion were either within four 
years, or were not exposed to a concentrated, or extensive application 
of the contagion; and he decidedly expresses his opinion, that there 
is no mode of communicating cow pox by inoculation, which can 
permanently secure a person against small pox. The cow pox» 
conducted by Dr. Jenner himself, at public institutions, and in 
private practice by respectable surgeons, by ministers, midwives, or ' 
farriers, has equally failed. The cases of failures having been more 
numerous among the lower than the higher classes of society, the 
supporters of vaccination haveinsinuated that the medical men have 
paid more attention to the process among the latter than the former^ 
and this insinuation, Mr. Brown observes, ismadness itself to suppose 
that medical men could be so base and wicked as to have vaccinated 
the rich perfectly, and the poor imperfectly; and indeed, if this were 
the fact, the utility of our vaccine establishment would be more than 
questionable, as their practice is almost exclusively confined to the 
lower orders of the community. With respect to some opinions of 
determined supporters of vaccination, that small pox, chicken pox, 
and modified small ppx, after cow pox, arise from the same con* 
tagion, Mr. Brown considers too absurd for comment. 

At Newton Stewart, where small pox has prevailed, Mr. Black 
observes, that when preceded by cow pox, it appears in a more or 
Jess mild form. Many cases even exhibited no pustules, correctly 
speaking, but hard vescicles of more or less tubercular appearance; 
they were on this account termed by the people, horn^pox. Mr. 
Bhick has given the^ following summary of one hundred cases, 
indiscriminately taken in one quarter of the town, which occurred 
in his own practice, for the purpose of exhibiting the various degrees 
of SDoall pox aflter vaccination. 
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Summary of One Hundred Cases. 
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To two of the patients who bad gone through vaccination, the 
disease proved fatal. It may be remarked, says Mr. Black, though 
no certain stress can be laid upon it as an infallible test for what 
may happen^ that the more complete and genuine appearance of the 
cicatrix, ihe greater is the power of the constitution to resist small 
pox contagion. If this observation (which was made by us more 
than ten years ago) should be found not to account for the failure of 
cow pox, ** then, says Mr. Black, we are obliged reluctantly to 
allow that vaccination in its niost perfect manner, bestows but an 
insecurity from small 410X, varying from a shade of protection to 
that of an insurance, neither infallible nor uniform in its proofs, but 
until we are driven to the diminished alternative, it is incumbent on 
the profession and the public to be most scrutinous in all possible 
verification, in every case, of a bomb that seemed to bui-st on the 
world like a specific dispensation from heaven, and not suffer the 
merits of a benign blessing to be obscured or fritted away by either 
negligence or misrepresentation. Mr. Brown remurks, since it can 
no longer be denied that small pox has succeeded the most perfect 
form of vaccination, the friends of the latter have discovered that 
the mildness or severity of the first attack will be followed by no 
increase of the second attack, but will be found to mitigate it; 
thereby insinuating that the previous mild disease of cow pox wilj 
^ilways produce mitigated small pox. These gentlemen, adds Mr. 
Brown, formerly contented themselves with producing a very small 
number of instances of small pox having occurred twice in the 
same person ; but since the failures have increased, they do not 
))esitate to produce them in a proportionate ratio. From the first 
introduction of vaccination we have been friendly to the practice, 
lusd, indeed, on the first promulgation of its preventive powers 
ligaiust small pox contagion, we considered it a very important 
discovery, and* among the profession, no one could feel more deeply 
its failure in affording the security which the public was led tq 
expect froni it against a fulsome and dangerous disease. From our 
own experience, and the information we receive from different 
quarters of the world, we are fearful that instead of a preventive, 
it is only to be considered a mitigator of small pox; we are, 
however, of opinion, that bad it been universally adopted at the 
|;ime its influence on small pox contagion was discovered by 
Dr. Jenner, that the contagion' of small pox mi^ht have been 
"destroyed in Europe. That it is a mitisator of small 
nk no man will deny. We sh^tll coQcjud^ ^lis artipl^ witli 
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an extract from the register of the Small Pox Hospital, for twenty 
years before the practice of vaccination^ and twenty years since its 
introduction, df the number of deaths by casual small pox, and also 
the number reported by the parish clerks of London. 



JUrfort the introdtteiiM ^ 
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By this statement it appears, that the decreased deaths since the 
practice of vaccination has been introduced at the hospital, amount 
to 1053, and in the parish to no less than 13709. The cow pox was 
introduced into practice at the hospital, by Dr. W. Woodville, with 
matter taken from a cow, belonging to a celebrated cow-keeper, 
Mr. Harrison, of 6ray*s Inn Road, on the 19th January, 1799. Six 
patients weVe then vaccinated in the presence of Sir Joseph Banks, 
Bart Sir W. Watson, Drs. Garthshore, George Pearson, Robert 
Willan, and several other medical gentlemen. The number 
vaccinated at the hospital from that date to the 1st of January, 1819, 
amounts to 43,3964 

In the bills of mortality, by the company of parish clerks of 
London, for the last year, ' the name of cow pox does not appear, 
and the deaths by small pox, instead of thousands, amount only to 
421 ; this circumstance is an indisputable evidence of the mitigating 
power of vaccination . 

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. *c.— In a veiy interesting 
work from the pen of Mr. John G. Mansford, an able sui^on, on 
the influence of situation on pulmonary consumption, and on the 
eluration of life, the author states he has satis&ctoriiy ascertain- 
ed by experiments, that on an elevation of five hundred feet, 
the circulation becomes more rapid. If this effect be produced on 
a healthy subject, how much more considerable will it be when the 
system is rendered irritable by disease, and the substance of the 
lungs is in a morbid state.— ^This elevation diminishes the average of 
the pressure of the atmosphere somewhat more than a sixtieth parr^ 
or nearly six hundred pounds,on the surface of the human body. The 
result of Mr. Mansfordrs enquiries, evinces a striking affinity between 
the points of elevation and the mortality from pulmonary con« 
sumption. Local causes, independent of the weight of air, have 
unquestionably considerable influence in exciting or modifying 
organic disease of the lungs; but the range taken by Sui^on Mans- 
ford, in the county of Somerset, in which be has chiefly pursued his 
enquiries, the general correspondence between elevation and the 
frequency of pulmonary consumption is so very evident, as to leave 
no doubt of the fact, viz. that elevated places are very inimical to 
consumptive subjects. In the elevation of 67^ feet, Mr. Mansford 
ascertained the average mortality from consumption to be 407 to 
1000, whilst in the low plain, which on the average did not rise 
above 45 feet from the level of the sea, the proportion of deaths frond 
the disease was not more than 13^ to 1000. This relative prevalence 
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of consumption in high and low situations, although leading to an 
inference very satisfactory, does not afford a true measure of the 
effect we may expect will be produced by a removal to the one 
situation of a person who has resided in the other : where there is aa 
evident predisposition to the disease, or where its admonitory 
symptoms have shewn themselves, a removal to a lower situation 
may avert the mischief, and when the disease has advanced^ may 
retard its progress. On the other hand, quitting the accustomed 
situation ^ reside in a higher one, may call the disease into 
immediate action; and where it has commenced, may accelerate 
its progress. The natural powers of the constitution, in the 
situation to which it has been accustomed, may be able to maintain 
for a time the struggle -with the deadly foe, and to postpone the 
visible advances of disease; but if a powerful auxiliary be abandoned 
by removing to a more elevated scite, the disease once liberated 
from constitutional controul, will advance with great rapidity. The 
fatality attending pulmonary consumption in the numerous cases 
which are reported to have resorted to Richmond in Yorkshire, il- 
lustrates this fact — To remove to a situation higher than that a con- 
sumptive patient had inhabited in any stage of the disease, is to run 
into the very jaws of death. 

Extending his enquiries into the comparative prevalence of con- 
sumption in low situations, Mr. Mansford found in the vicinity of the 
sea, some circumstances connected with it, which countervailed the 
advantage of a dense atmosphere, which increased the mortality from 
pulmonary consumption, above what it is in low inland situations. 
Places of the latter kind, whose temperature is more regular, and 
somewhat higher, with protection from the north and east by hills, 
are to be selected for consumptive subjects. The situation in this 
country, Mr. Mansford has found the low ground which extends 
southward from the Mendip Hills, to be most, friendly to the con- 
sumptive. The geographical position of this place, is in the south 
western part of the island. The protection afforded by the range of 
hills towards the north, and the lowness of its level, whilst spots may 
be chosen sufficiently raised above the marshy lands, to escape the 
prejudicial influence of marsh effluvia, without being so high as to 
defeat the object in view, Mr. Mansford is of opinion, points it out 
as one of the most eligible. To these physical advantages, may be 
added the varied and romantic scenery of the neighbourhood, which 
cannot fail to charm those who possess a relish for the beauties of 
nature, while the taste and habits of individuals may be gratified in 
the society of a qity, or the seclusion of a village. 

The second part of the work is devoted to the consideration of the 
influence of atmosphere pressure in prolonging or shortening life. 
In the first part he has shewn that high and low situations have 
considerable influence on the vital powers, the former increasing the 
excitement of the system, and the latter in diminishing it la 
advanced life, where the powers of the system are languid, on 
diminishing the pressure of atmosphere, by resorting to an elevated 
situation, the actions of the machine will be carried .on with less ex- 
penditure of the vital principle.— Statistical reports prove the greater 
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avemgd loogdvity -of tbo>idi!afaitaiit8:dfiigh.sitftidlMDul This how- 
ever may not arise entirely from a lighter atmoephere,/.bat;filx4dubt 
it tias the largeet abare of tnfloiJBce ;> for wh^irthfe niertfalfprediure 
of the body of an^i^ged peraoa is* increased isy a den^tir; the vital 
powers OMiSt mvcessarily te oppreriaedu :! . ^ . , 

GENERAL DEBILITY OF THE SY8TEM.-^A. eiemymati 
jrejsi.ditig in Yorkahis^ itafses in a letter of the 16th ittstawi^ thit he 
has been restored to perfect health by taking the mixture of lima 
»ndPerufiarfbafk,.robde\ according to the prescription of tM fata 
X>j^ H4itcbinaon of DaUm^ and that aince^he taa taken it he has iPcU 
attained free frtmi gouty pi«i8«i the knees anit'feety to whreh be had 
pfeyioMely been very subyecti The ^eflbcts 'it ha» had oil the gp^^ \tn* 
Ution of the extremtliies^ hiaPivyiioian (an iatinultd friend) afitribu€ei 
to the lime. Through tfae^iediran of thie Work heb^ lo reiurlk hie 
ftficere thanks tor Sir John jJanria White ^Janris^ Bart^ foi* havitig 
coaununicated to the puUic the Mcilae "Sot tanddif^ so Takntble « 
saedtcipefor indigbstionv aad geneiai -diatnlity df the ancr^Oiflatfsyttero^ 

A .noUieman^ . who I hto . kmg. laiboured under •geti^valdebilitjr 
«f tbe nervous ^stem» attended.. with grdal! d^ectioiy df ipiHta 
imd indigestiox^, iofotmauft^lliitt be .has been res^red Ma perfect 
slate of ^aUhiby galvilnism; underthe direotionof Mr. Le Beaume^ 
and bjr inhaling oKj^n ga»; fbra kiio#tsd^ ef which 'he states 
he stands iqdebuid to this wwk. -^He adds^^tha^ he had beett 
under the care of aereral physicianaandsurgeiNM; enniiielit for their 
knowledge of connplaintsof the livers; and. that the firmly believ^; 
had be foUowed their advice* he sheuld, at the time he wrote thi^ 
letter, bare been aik inhabitaiit of thei iik>rid of Spirits. On ^tfient io&2 
ing these nsmediea 4o a., faramedi p^sictaev^be cibsei^^d,' #icif 
801 indi^$iKt:8eiile> ih&ttfaey might 'fet or* <the fanagination of bypin 
chondnaet or. people pfilDeafcinteikcteJ! 'i J* «" ^i- ' 

UTERINE » aifiMQRRflAaiU-^»^tfa)ft<*-M'ci^l^ 
from the wOtoh, whictr. i^ ktadwo ^by.the-inianseneKtf ofmefi^^ ^ii^ 
the ¥a|c|ilaAfyiilteM, andpi^cbded hgr iicad-«crhe^(ivertigb/ dtflttiii«;^of 
hie|kthi<«»..oac9aioaalieftiliiiieatfj fblbwed^by^uehin^ 4f^t ; ttie u«e 
of the liMEKiet I Wefohnd iiidi8penaabtepbtjtthe«qiMfl^ty ^of blocMi 
tsken ' fvom the artai ^ at j«dtf time shovMon^er ((xeeed 4^ atiiic^^ /^ 
as the pulse irises^. and> Ogives to xbe: linger odi pve^sevi^vi > '^\t^ 
jerks so ^ugbt |l teptHtim of ihei bieediii| to be reoeimifended' ThM 
plan, followed) up' by thefoltos9ing)mediaiLfireM;meilt/-I(raVI|^tih4 
et!eqUMA\y fois^jtecei^ afield theufaral: remedies had failed,'^di where* 
the patoeeisfihad .beea reduced to a .state borderihgon .disbolntidn. 
tf yojii th^irfc.tbis cQniBfa^iqaitaois in sd^srioua adiec^esei tkK^omp^'^ 
nied with the prescription alluded to, anv way worthy of 'ins^tioit^ 
in year i[ahiable'<M<ynlMy BubKciition^'Iismida 'b^ happy to renew 
t)ia sul^t at an^ariy optpevtdni dyr« I afo , <Sity youvohediient Set-Virtit , 

: t,; ' ARNALL. THOMAS f^AYfiltlilAN; 

Take of imcMire pt gunr kin6vl odedraabie i dilute: tiitHo^KAdi^ nine 
drops; qfnn^mOn water, orie!o«mce« Mix, and' form a draught j 
one to.be taken every* thueer^rfodr hours. ; 

Take of extract of be9iIock,.ithifee:gnita;'ilimiteof alnm^tiiai* tnd 

VOL. IV. N 
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- griifis; Mix and form a pill ; to be taken dveiy night at the hdCHf 
: ofbed^time. • 

t U istieoefeaiy that the bowels should be kept regubrty open-, 
iirhtcb ought to be done l^. the mildest tpeans^ stich as castor oil; 
or two tea-spoonsful of £p8oni salt dissolved in a wine glassof pep^ 
permtnt wat^r. The patient should be debarred the use of warih 
drinks, the feet should, be raised when in bed, and the body kepi 
cooU ' ' ' ■ ' 

. EXCESSIVE FLOWo/ BLOOD o/lcr EXTRACTION of ^ 
XOQTH.-^Mr. Cullen, a surgeon of ex|»erience, of Sheeniess^ 
having noticed/the extraordinary ease of .loss of blood after thd 
extraetion of teeth) which appeared- in one of .our«ariy mimbenH 
bafl been induced to puolish thefolkywing simple mode of treat^^ 
n^ient, wbich he has adopted with success on such emergencies, and 
which, be flatters himself, will succeed in the practice 'Of 6ther8 i^ 
tiinit^r cases.*^" Take a mmdlfine tdal tefk^ of a size ad«ipted to th^ 
socket from whence -the tobth was extracted, then with a' small 
^OfS^el of lint wet it 'in the styptic watel-, vaA piit iton thesmallest 
^ndof the cork; . push the cork irito the bleeding orifice^ presfifilg it 
jfiftHy \n: ti\\ »t be, as it were, wedgM -in the socket, atict- k^fi 
it. there' a^ long as may be necesaary^ desiring the patient^ Id 
turther press against it with the teeth of the opposite i jaw till 4hef 
bleeding, foe 8toppfeKl».^wlHch it is. almost instantly. -This jlid'^ob^ 
serves) .'acts as a (ourniauet, and gives you time to yte ivhatev^ 
other 'Olefins pou tmay aeem rec|uisite« Btit it is seldom .chat any 
thing else is, requhed'J': Mr»Chllen having made this^odtnntiinica^ 
tiw to the: Editevis of the^ Edinbiirgh Medical and Physioai Journal 
t)re^ave not presittied toaker his lai^uage««^The ctte f» wht0b 
I^v/CtlUw nUudesnhaa only appeared in «& Journal; sM we hiiv^ 
reason to believe that had ' ^e.nOt noticed it^ and tfi'fP Ibrmid&bJd 
^P^mtiw jbiy which Mi-Brodie bad' recoiitse, •■ viz* die applieatibi^ of 
%^iga£are to. the trunk of . the ^carotid aitery, we bdte^e the -t!^ 
VP^klsiieyier.have^been. cbrnmuflidited to the Medic«^biMar^i<^F 
Society* The reasonlgrv^it by Mr. Brodie for having jisd^eeMrsd 
to^ucli a 9)6asuTe, and the cause of the death of tb^ patieMJ 'k& ti^ 
were-so^xtiaofdioaryaod aofar-fetched, that wedecltobdtotakeanjr 
Curttie^ i^otiee of it* As Mr. CuUen has thought proper to ^e^ive 
^e subj^ct^ we shall give Mr; Bnodie's account of it in^our' nexl 
?(i.ttmber, with the ob^rvations of' an eminent lecturer 6t«' j^urg;^^) 
%sr well as otrr 6wrh« The method of stopping tbfe bleedtog'/ 
]>f§pos6d by Mr«CuIlen, is less likely to succeed than that-df aii 
iik^pduction of a piece of sponge, as si^gested by our c<k¥esp<kkfeiie 
%tc'Gx9)0iitb-* ' '1 .* •'. . '• • ' * '^ 

v/ JIJRULEST I^TFLAMMATLON q/; the EYES of INVATftTS: 
rHL|i*t<bfQejcaseiof thisjdiseasel, which of late ^yeani has -b^n very 
pi?«»lR»tii> Ahts^::rfi*tino^li^, and bill' too frequently terminates in 
blindness, a medical gentleman has foilmd the application of a Misl^r 
t^:lhQ>li9()e ofjthe. deck to prove highly beneficial. In the first inC 
f tiitifi^ Af^r, giving, the remedies usually employed a iairtrial, with- 
out any advantage; so immediate vrepe the baieficial resnltso^ 
tbi9 nm ifS9iHvi0n% w.to^aataoish hihi. In the three cases he has 
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since employed the remedy, it has completely succeeded in tfen day?,* 
He concludes his communication with the observation* that thdf 
blister should not be very smdlt. The practice is by no means nexvj^ 
and is, no doubt, a powerful au^Hiary to the topical application of a 
weak solution of acetite of copper, and alterative aperient remedfeSi 
recommend^ in an early number. To a blister alone no experiencecT 
suFgeon would trust. . ' 

MEASLES. — ^A correspondent at Exeter informs us, that thi^ 
disedse has been veiy prevalent in that city,' and that it has proyfed 
particulariy fatal to those children that had been vaccinated, while in 
those thilt'had received the small pox, it was generally milq. "An 
anonymous writer in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Joiirnaf 
states, that fce has observed!** that infants under the age of sijc 
months, never receive the infection of true measles." Because the 
eruption was not accompanied with the catarrhal symptoms, 'h0 
supposes that the disease Was not true measles. We have repeatedly 
ebserved the eru]>ti6n of infants without any affection of the eyes^ 
the membrane lining the nostrils, or of the lungs, which weatributec^ 
to their being l^ept warm, or rather to their not being exposed to the 
open atmosphere. The anonymous writer thinks that he has lately 
met with one case, where the patient was %t the age of twenty-one 
weeks, whose only syinpton was an eruption. 

PALSY, — ^Mr. bhewring, of Boswell Court, informs us, that he 
has lately been eifectually cured of a bad paralytic affection of the 
extremities, by the aromatic fumigating bath, under the direction Qf 
Dr. Theodore Hart, of Red Lion Square, a member of the Medical 
School of Paris. He had been under the care of Dr.Ager, from 
whose prescriptions he derived no benefit The effects of aromatic 
fumigation, in rousing the action of the debilitated nerves, he says, 
were evident after the first trial. Dr. Hart, we understand, has fitte4 
up a variety of machines, at his house in Red Lion Square, foR 
applying different vegetable and mineral vapours to the surface o£ 
the body, on the plan recommended by Dr^Oal^s, of Parish which we 
have noticed in an early number. . . 

SCROFULA* ic. — An institution, under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness .the Duke of SusseXi and several noblemen,, has 
lately been established in Aldersgate Street (No. 89) for the admission 
of patients afflicted with scrofula, and diseases of the joints and spine^ 
Mr. Fayerman, who lately held the appointment of surgeon to the 
Royal Medical Institution of Norwich, having paid particular at-^ 
tention to the phenomena and treatment of those diseases, has been 
induced by urgent solicitation to undertake the medical and surgical 
superintendance of it. ' * 

SARSAPARILLA. — ^Notwithstanding the long experience which 
tbe Profession has had of the qualities of Sarsaparilla^ medical 
judgment is still divided respecting its efficacy in the cure (^disease. 
ii will) therefore, probably be considered fortunate if the ground 
of this difterence of opinion can be satisfactorily explained* ^ 

In surgical practice, indeed^ the credit of Sarsaparilla lias more 
iioiformly bpen obtained, perhaps because surgeons are more fre* 
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queDdy imjled npon to seek tbe means which iaerea^ the restoratiTS 
powers of the body, when reduced by the various aoeidents, and by 
the class of diseases on which ther are loore parliisidarly ooQsulted* 
' It is wdl known, however, thai oven the aUest- surjteons^ not# 
withstanding their uni&rm opinion./as totheejBeapy ^this medi* 
cine, have vet doubted whether the ordinary mode of preparingp k 
was best calculated to preserve lis essential properties ; hence some 
bave been led to prescribe 3arsapariUa jn the inconveaient and 
bulky form of powdierrhopiogy amongst the useless a^ least to retain 
the efficacious parts. 

In the course of the attention Mr. Battley, a respe^ahle pbar* 
maceutical chemist^ of London^ bad paid to the preseryatian and 
preparation of medicines in their active forms, he nas hepn induced 
to pay some attention to this root. From the result of direct ex* 
periments, he asserts that its medical properties reside^exdiisively^ 
jn the bark of the root ; and that such properties may effectualfv 
be disengaged by infusion in cold water* The root tbos treated, 
becomes a tasteless and inert substance, and it follows, that when 
the bark has been materially injured^ or when, in the preparation 
of the medicine, the ligneous part of the root has been chiefly re«N 
garded, the remedy so prepared must be, in a great measure^ ii not 
wholly, inefficacious. Various modes of improving on the simple 
infusion will readily suggest themselves to practitioners* Mr. 
Battley has found an elegant preparation to be produced by infusing 
the perfect root in cold lime-w^ter ; a menstruum particularly cal^ 
eulatedr to improve its medical properties, when administered to 
dyspeptic patients. The bark of the root we find to possess a slight 
acrid quality, similar to that of the mezefion. We are inclinea to 
attribute the good effects the sarsaparilla has apparently produced 
in serophHla, and in promoting the effects of mercury 6n the con* 
atitution in a certain disease, to ihe mucilage it affords, and as a 
diluent; having witnessed the same effects from a decoction of 
the marshmallow root. Indeed, the latter we have found more 
generally beneficial than the former. Because the flavour of the 
bark is communicated to cold water on infusion, surely we are not 
justified in supposing that all its medicinal virtues are also imparted. 
COLQNEL RIDDLE'S FEBRIFUGE POWDERS. — Mr, 
Pole, a respectable aurffeon of London, who has lately witnessed 
the salatary operation of this remedy in fever, expresses his sur^v 

I rise that it has not entirely superseded the fever powder of Dr, 
ames. He states that he has satisftctorilv ascertained that the 
CSolonel*s remedy more apeedily subdues rever than any other 
medicine, a|id that too without reducing the powers of the system, 
so that on termination of the fever, the patient finds hitaiself in 
possession of perfect health. ' It has also the important advantage 
ef beine eertam in its effects on the constitution, which cannot be 
said of Dr. JtmesVi fever powders, or the antimonial powder of the 
€ollege of niysiciana i indeed, bv some lat^ experiments by Dr: 
Balfour, it appears that the letter is insoluble in the stomaeh, and 
•a ineffieaeious in excitipe perepinition as the prepared chalk. Our 
eovrespondeQt addit if twse medical gentleip^ who ^te in tbo 
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Ittfcit'Of pireBcrnHM Jameses powders will do hha the ^vour to gire 
Ae Coloners remedy a trial, he Has no doubt thej will be so bi^My 
pleased witb tbe resolts, as will in iiiture induce them to give it ft 
deeided preference. 

Tbe basis of Colonel Riddle^s remedjr is a saline preparation of 
antimony ; but what the preparation is, we hare not been able to 
ascertain wiA snflieieat accuracy as to g^ire it a chemical name, in 
consequence of its being combined with sugar. We understand the 
Cirfonel intends to communicate the mode of preparing his remedy 
to the College of Physicians, should it come into general use. 
B^inga saline preparation, soluble in water, it is doubtless more 
certain in its operations than tbe antimonial powder or Dr. James's 
^cvAff* nowder 

E^IPELATOUS INFLAMMATION. — Mr. Osborne, of 
Tunbridge, informs us. that he has succeeded in curing a case of 
extensile erysipelatous inflammation, of long standing, by sprinkling 
over the stir&ce finely sifted oatmeal. He was induced to adopt 
this remedy in consequence of a variety of ointments and lotions 
having ftiiled.-^AAer the flrst application, the pain, inflammation, 
and discharge considerably abateo, and in the course often dajs the 
disease entirely disappeared. In a case somewhat similar, which 
was aggtavateo by the most cooling ointments, we bave lately found 
tiiis mode of treatment to succeed. Mr. Osborne adds, that the 
insUiictions of Mr. Abemethy were followed, respecting internal 
medicine and diet, as detailea in our Fifth and Sixth Numbers. 

PILES.— Sirs — ^The enumeration of different species of this dis^ 
ease, as tbe blind, external, mucous, &c. &c. by the most eminent 
medical authors, has no doubt led to a mal*treatment of diseases of 
tbe rectum^ in consequence of leading practitioners and patients to 
refer all affections of this part to one or the other of the species. 
I have been led to make this observation by a very melancholy dis« 
ease of the rectum that lately occurred in my practice, which in the 
first instance was termed blind nervous ttites. The disease being 
evidently increased by the treatment of tne apothecarj, (consisting 
of stimulating medicines, generous diet, and exercise), I was re<* 
quested to see him; On examining the seat of the malady, I foun4 
tne internal sur&ce extensively ulcerated, and the canal evidently 
contracted. 

Tbe patient's general health had suffered so considerably by the 
constant pain and copious discharge of bloodj mucus, that lie soon 
afterwards died. Now Sirs, I do not mean to insinuate that had 
the apothecary ascertained the nature of the disease when he was 
first consulted, that the distret^sing consequences might have been 
prevented ; but I do say, that by the treatment that was adopted. 
the sufibrings of the patient were sreatly increased, and its &tal 
termination consideraoly acceleratea. When the usual remedies 
fbr piles Ail (of which many very valuable ones may be found in 
jour publication), 1 would seriously advise the patient to have 
recourse to the advice of an experienced surgeon. In elderly sub-* 
Jeets the piles are generally tne effects of fulness of the venous 
sjatem ; and in those cases our object should he to moderate tha 
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discharffeof blood, and not entirely to cbeck it (Qiiless iadeed 
strength has been materially reduced by it) for by suddenly slop-> 
ping. the discbarge, apoplexy has been frequoBtly prodiured,-^ 
whenever the cessation of the bleeding piles is foUowed by paiB», 
e sense of bearing down, and a discharge of mucQs, some disease of 
the substance of the intestine may be suspected to exist.; and 
therefore when these symptoms occur, I would advise the patient to: 
keep the bowels open bv means of the Harrowgate salt (noticed in, 
one of your Numbers) than which I do not know a better aperient ^ 
to take the Blue Pill as directed by Mr. Abemethy in your Fifth- 
Pif umber, and to apply to the. pact the following ointment every 
night and morning; — 

Take of prepared calomel, one drachm ; elder-flower ointiQen^ 
six ditjto -^Mix well together. 

If the pain should continue, extraction of blood by leeches will be 
proper. Attention should also be paid to the general health; and* 
in case the system be plethoric, extraction of bbod from a vein will 
be necessary. I am, Sirs, Your constant Reader, 

X<;«£foif, i^eft. 6, 1819. AN HOSPITAL SURGEON. 

\ CHEESE. — A respectable former, residing near Eversham in: 
Worcestershire, in a letter addressed to the Editors of the Farmer'a- 
Journal, intimates, that he has ascertained that the assertHMi made^ 
by us, that poisonous articles are employed to colour* cheese, is not a^ 
feet, because A respectable maker of amatto in London, had lately 
informed him, that no article of a pernicious nature enters the cora» 
position of arnatto. Now, on reference to our remarks on this 
subject, the gentleman will, find we stated, that patent yellower^ 
yrpiment had been used as a cheap substitute for arnatto, by far* 
mers unacquainted with the composKion, and not, as he states, that 
.arnatto is poisonous. — But why has his friend, the manufacturer of 
arnatto, withheld the composition of the article ? Was he awfire 
that it would not bear promulp^ation ? It may not be injurious to 
animal life, it is true; but such is the composition of the article gene- 
rally sold under this name, that was it universally known, no 
person would etU artificially coloured cheese. We shall be much 
obliged to the Worcestershire maker of cheese to inform us, either 
directly, or through the medium of the Farmer's Journal, why any 
colouring matter should be employed ? Arnatto certainly neither 
imparts flavour nor richness to cheese. In Derbyshire many for- 
mers never use it, and the pale cheese made in that county we. 
have uniformly found the best. — Will the Worcestershire farmer 
deny this assertion, and give a reason for so doing } In Cheshire 
likewise it is falling into disuse. 

FILTRATION OF WATER.—Mr. James, of Knig;htsbridge, 
(S3) has invented a cheap machine for depriving water of its impuri* 
ties and animalculae by filtration, which we have found to succeed 
much better than those made of stone or bibulous paper. The ad** 
vantages of pure water we have noticed under the head of distilled 
water in an early number ; and the water filtered by Mr. James's 
machine is much more pleasant to the palate than dietilled water, and 
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not less pure. The machine, fot* which Mr. James charges twelve 
riiillines, will last a small 9ktni\y two years. The mode of using it 
(for which Mr. James gives with each explicit directions) is verj 
Simple. 

We recommend this valuable discbvery to our medical friends^ 

ibr purifying the water thej use in the cotnpounding ef pre- 

eertptions. ' For culinary purpose, it is of no less importance. '^ 

CHRONIC AFFECTION OF THE LIVER, &c. — SiAs— 

Cdnteiving that it is the duty of every honest practitioner to second 

{bur praise-worthy efforts to oifl^ise useful knowledge among mafi^ 
ind, and to expose the most detestable practice that cbn possiblj^ 
exist even among barbarians;- viz.' that of spoiling with thelif6 
yf'^ felletr^creature for thesakb of gain;^ I send you a long cortei 
apcmdence between my patient (a gentleman of considerable fortune! 
and respectability) and a Mr, Paithh6rn, Who has published a work 
under tne taking tftle ef ^^' Facts and Observation&r on Liver Com* 
plaintey 8ce.^* I shall leave you to determine which of the laudabM 
dbjects of your work the' advice and opinions of Mr. Faithhorn ard 
Hkely to prdmoie. When the produce 6f the sale of an edition of 
a Work ralU short* nearly seventy pounds of the* expence of paper^' 
printing and adveftistng, I think it is a ftfir conclusion that the 
aiithor*8 object is to advertise himself.- Th^ letters of Mr. Faith^^ 
hdrn, and tho^e ef my patient^ are ik their ^Wn hand^writing'j 
The supersortptiotr of the former 'letters Will acquaint you Willi 
the name and residence of my patient. The' tetteris you ar^ at; 
hberty to sh^w to any person that may apply to 'you for that pat^ 
pese. I atn> Sk*f Yoarobement Servant,* r- 

• Zd»*m, Jtr/ySO, 1818. ^ ^ CHIRO-MBDICUS; 

' A-few day «» after we^ were fevobred with this communication^ we 
afrttn^d the letters for pub}i<iation in' our follovring Number.* 
Notwithstanding the respeetabiilty of oUr medical correspoiident^^ 
we thought it right to apply to the patient, to know if the public 
cation of the letters met with his consent; In hi^ answer he 6b« 
serves, ^ I eftve the papers to tny present medical friend for the 
^wpose 0f being pnmisned in your *#ork.^' In « letter we aift^r- 
^ards reitefv^ inMC^ Chiro-medions, he observes, ^' If Mr. Faithhdrtf 
did myt pret^nci^ to 'be better ac^ttitfiiiled: with the causes, treatmenf,' 
ftTv ef diseases of* the liver,^ &c.* thati* practitioners in- general, 
I'should, with' youy doubt the propriety < of publishing a confi^^ 
dential -copresp^iideqce. If Mr. F. really ^pesses^es^a superior- 
kild!«|ledge of . this cless^of diseases, he- will cdnindei^'liiiiteelf und^lr^ 



tn <A)li^tieiv to von and I^s lale^atient for the ' honour ' you har#' 
done bim ; and if not, still he will beobliged tdyeu,' inasmuchaa^ 
y<Mf prbmdtevthecfbject of his Treatise, by gtvtiig i|Miblil;i ty to liis, 
name as a liver doctor. I sent the' letters by the particular roqiiesl^ 
of thepaitient^ wh6'ha8'been a subscriber to your iVork'' from^ its 
commencement; and therefore, eccordi ng to your prodpectiis, be baa 
a ri^^ht to demand an early insertion of them." 
*> A perusal of Mr. Faithhorn's ^^ Facts and Observations ^^'tembVed 
q^l doubt trmn bur minids as to the propriety of inserting the cot^Fl^* 
^ondance. between hifiif and bis. patient, being likely 40 previa ait^ 
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leifil amudiBf ti^ our readers^ who have buffered bjr a Iropicat cttr 
male. We have not presuned to take anj liberty with the langui^ 
and style of the teamed author ; and fin* the treaUe we have takei% 
to translate his prescriptions, he will discover sufficient reason te boi 
tbukftil. 

The patient) a gpentleman of seventy years of a^e^ wb» had resided 
many years ia the East and Wes4 indies^ having read Mr. Faith* 
liorn*s ^^ Facts and Ohservatiotta relative to Brlioaa and Liver 
CeoiplaiotV gf^plied) on the Isl of June, to the author for hie 
opinion of U» eomplaint) and has advice respectinr its treatmeni hf 
mediciiiei diet^ &c» In ibis letter he staCesy thai *< he had been' 
afflicted With a pain in his ri^t. side,: beneath the fake rib8> for qp^ 
wards ef twelve mottths^ for which he had taken the nereiirial pttl 
for aome tinse without effect. That latterly the pain had evidentlv 
inoreasedy and was attended with slight fiever and sittipor^ wfaada 
were considerably diminished by a blister* The Mue pill was again 
prescribed ; but although be had taken' one hundred, the- \fsim in 
the side continued ; they did not affeet Ma mouthy but bad evideatlj 
weakened his memory. Finding hia strength to be consideraldjr 
reduced, he abandoned the pills, and took to a mere genemus diet* 
Although he had been a great part of bis life in tropical climate^ J19 
bad never experienced the slightest symptom of any. affection of the 
liver tiU. he returned to England. At the thne hefirst wrotato 
Mr. Faithhona, he was aiE^ted with paina Ip his left elbow, the right 
shoulder, and mnaclea ef the Iqfi leg. Oji rising evesy moraingi 
which he generally did at six o'cl^, he alwaya had a sense of 
stupor and siddin^ess. His appetite was partieaferly gpod— he wm 
free from mver. His nights were generally ireatlese, ^eldom^en* 
jojting aefiieahin^ sleep. He had no aflMtian off the eheeft-^no 
enlargement 09 mAiration. of the liter could be discovered on ok* 
aminatioa by a aurgisoa — the pain. in. the region of the li^er waa noC 
ilxed — ^tbe-Imwels were disposed t($tQmistipation.*' 
. Tn Aia letter the giantl^man received the foUowing teply 1-*^ 

8i«-^n answer to your letter^ l b% leave to inform you^ theft 
tpowk the description you have ^^ven me of ymix coa^plaiiti) £ 
entertain a well gwaitrfcrfenp ocM i to on of hanring litia^my powers 
render you very essential benefit. Pcevious* ta pt escribing, I mahA 
it an invariable rule with aU mgroauntry correspondents^ to acqoitini 
them witb{ my genera/ termtt wluch V^ tw<t pomade mih ihil^Jir$t 
letter of eonsullation, and ooe poM4 w*th' etier^ subseqwent 
oarrcnpondenee excimint of pwiage .* if eenanlted al home, item 
one guinea m'Cf^ o^iker eonsullalioti« 

. I trust I shaM be enabled tot prescribe with success without yonn 
leaving heme. Your obedient Servant, 

^ Tc^X W. Csq. JOHN FAITHHORN.. 

; lio this letter the gentleman returned the following answer :-» 

$iar--Yesterday I was favoured Irith your letter of the 9d^| and 
hope tbati my ignorance of your tcmne will be a sufiieient apologgp 
^^ 90t having smty ia my preoedi^g lettea,. the suae wUnli yo^ 
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mention, bod v[hich I noHr ^nblose in a .Bask note for ^e.S^ 
No. 23,4349 dated 6th July, 1815. You have ffiven me great 
.consolajtioo bj. t^e hqpes you hold out to me^ anid shall anxiously 
expect your answer to this. I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

J. W. 
On the 9tb of June J. W. received the foUomng letter : — 

Berners Street^ June 7, 1817, 
Sir — Two of .the pills here .prescribed, you will take at bed-time 
every iiight ; of the mixture^ a fourth part about ten or eleven 
.every i^orniikgj ^yel if .your bowel9 have exceeding three motions 
after the first three days, and you feel yourself sensibly debilitatea 
from the effects — but not without, in that case, you will dimiiMsh 
.the quaQtity; or, on the contrary, if they are torpid and do not act 
regularly twicer in the twenty-four hours, under these circurastanees, 
it may be taken twice in the day: one of the powders to be taken 
the second. morning in a dose of the mixture, and repeated every 
fourth or fifth day; but should your bowels have been largely 
operated on previously, then I would only have you take half of one« 
Dinner^ Mutton or beef, (abstaining from all vegetables at 
present), not eating more at this m^l of meat than the pro-^ 
portion of a good sized mutton chop, sparingly of bread, eating 
very leisurely, and being particularly attentive in well masticating 
joll your food; drinking after this repast half a pint of toast water 
or sjpring water in a. warm state, if it doesnot ofiend your stomach, 

mthing better for your supper, than a small cup of grit grud 
' flavoured with salt. 

You may take' the yelk of a fresh laid egg beat up in your first 
cup of tea at breakfast^ if weak and languid. 

You mav continue taking two glasses of good wine after dinner, 
or taking Uuree or four tea-spoonsuil of brandy in a tumbler of warm 
water. ' 

You will take all the walking exercise in your power without 
suffering fatigue. I should wish you to drink a pint of lemonade 
daily if it does not disagree with you. Ei^^ht or ten days after your 
Gomn^encement upon these remedies, I wish to hear from you. 

* Your obedient Servant. 

To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

N. B. Reftain fi*om pastry, puddings, fish, smoaking, high 
seasoned dishes. 

This letter contained a prescription^ of which the following is 
a translation : — 

Takeofextract of dandelion, squill pill, of each half a drachm ; 
mercurial pill, two scruples and a half; extract of spike aloes, 
ei^hte^n grains; capsicum, powdered, two grains; mix and divide 
into twentv-*four pills ; two .to be taken every night. 

Take of compound infusion of orange peel, five ounces; Epsom 
salty. six. drachms; tincture of senna, half an ounce; tincture of 
aloes, three , drachms ; carbonate of soda, ^r.xij; white sugar, 
one drachm ; distilled water, two ounces. Mix. 
*A fourth part to be taken every morning. 

Take of rhubarb root powder, one drachm; carbonate of am^^* 
vol*. IV. o 
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monia, fi?e grains; ditto of soda, eiffht grains; (Kirl&od sugar, 
otie drachm and a half; ginger powper) three grains. Mix and 
divide into three papers. — One to be taken erer^ fourth morning in 
1^ dose of the mixture. 

On the 19(h of June, J. W. informed Mr. Faithhorn that he had 
strictl; followed his advice. That the pains continued, bu( at 
times they were less violent. He Was much troubled with flatu* 
lence, which he attributed to the adoption of water at dinner, 
having been aflRected with it when he used it, under the directioii 
of a medical gentleman some months before. He enclosed a p^und 
note. 

On th^ 23d of June, J. W. receiTcd the followed letters — 

18, Bernen Street^ June SI, 1917^ 

Sir— -I have made some addition to the mixture, which, with the 
pills, you will go on with as before, continuing one of the powders 
in a dose of the mixture everj fourth or fifth morning. You are 
now in my opinion sensibly better, and I have everj justifiable 
reason to expect jour recov^rjF to health. I hlive no objection to 
your taking cofiee. The general instructions and regimen laid 
down in my former, yt>u had better adhere to strictly for the 
present. A week afier yoor recewi ef thisf let me again hear 
from you. Your obedient Servant, 

ToJ.W. Es(^. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

This letter contained a prescription, of Which the following 
IS a translation : 
Add to the mixture, carbonate of soda, one scruple; white sugar, 

half a drachm. 

On the oOth of June J. W. acquainted Mr. F. that he had 
Allowed his advice^ and that on the S4th instant, he found himself 
so much better and ia such high spirits, that be had been induced 
to take much exercise withput experiencing any fatigue. When he 
awoke the next morning, he found the pain in his side more acute 
and considerably extended, and which continued so as to confine 
him to the house. His appetite was not so good as it had been. 
The bowels were open. He enclosed a pound note* 

To this letter he received on the 5th of July^ the following reply. 

Berners Street, July 3^ m7. 

Sir— You will take at bed- time every. night, two of the present 

1>Jlls;. a foqrth part of the mixture about eleven o'clock in the 
brenoon, if there be a paucity of bile secreted, and your bowels be 
not operated on regularly twice in the twenty-four hours; in this 
case I would have you take it twice in the day. One of the 
powders previously prescribed, to be taken in the morning in 
a wine glass of water, once a week. You may now drink a pint 
and half of cream of tartar beverage instead of the lemonade, 
tnakinff that quantity with a quarter of an ounce of itj made 
palatable by adding a small quantity of honey. I should wish yon 
to have your side and body rubbed with the hand or a piece of 
flannel for ten minutes, night and morning. / request io hear from 
you AGAIN a week aflqr ^ofrr beginning on these remedies. 

Your obedient Servant, 
To J. W. Es;i. JOHl^ FAITHHORN. 
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The following is a translation of the prescription which bq* 
co[npanie4 tlie preceding letter :r- 
Take of extract of senna^ half a drachm; mercurial pill, one 

drachm ; compound powder of cinnamon, five (grains. Mix and 

divide into t\yenty-four pills, of which take two every nij^ht. 
Take of compound infusion of senna, five ounces; sjrup of 

gini^er, three drachms; compound decoction of aloes, three 

ounces; tincture of the hop, two drachms; compound spirit of 

ammonia, forty-five drops. Mix. — One fourth part to be takes 

every day. 

In a letter dated the Ist of August, J. W. states, that since he 
had followed his last advice, his bowels were more open. His 
tongue continued very foul, often covered with a dark mucus. The 
pains continued unabated, although his body had been well rubbed 
with flannel. He adds, ^* I have neglected to inform you, that I 
'^ have been for some time subject to a pain in the left gn»in ; and| 
^> on coughing or sneezing,. I feel a sense of protrusion there, which 
M makes me suspect that a rupture may take place, of which you say 
\^ in your Treatise, liver complaints are sometimes the cause; I 
'* never had any symptom of the kind before, it may be the effect of 
^^ weakness." He proposes to take veal instead oi mutton, and to 
adhere to his advice of taking no other liquid than the solution of 
cream of tartar. He inclosed a one pound Bank note. 

To this letter Mr. F. made the following reply :— 

Berners Street, August Ijr/, 1 8 17. 

Sis, — I should by all means wish you immediately to wear a 
truss, in order to prevent a rupture. I recommend your continuing 
the pills and mixture as before advised, taking likewise a table- 
spoonful of castor oil at bed- time twice a week, in a small quantity 
oiwarm weak brandy and water. / whh to hear fromygu in seven 
4ov*» Your obedient Servant, 

To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

On the lOth, J. W. informed Mr. F. that he had takisn the castor 
oil agreeably to his directions, and that it had operated copiously. 
The pains \n the joints continued as acute as ever, and the tongue 
exhibited the same appearance. His appetite was good. He took 
DO other beverage than the cream of tartar. As he had not been able 
to procure a truss, neither in Anglesea nor the adjoining countv, 
he -made use of a bandage (made of flannel) which he thought 
answered very, well as there was no external appearance of 
tupture. He requests Mr. K; to inform him where he can obtain 
a truss of the best sort, and the price of it, Two (lie observes) 
are advertised, one by Mr. £gg, and the other by Messrs. Salmon 
and Ody; and as both highly extol their inventions, he requests 
Mr. F. will candidly tell him which is the best. He expresses 
a wish to be informed if he may be allowed to take potatoes, in 
case he will not allow him to take cauliflowers, peas, or cabbage. 
He enclosed a Bank note of one pound. 

On the idth, J. W» received the following letter : — 

Berners Street, August 13th, 1817. 
. Sir,— > You will take a fourth part of the mixture here prescribed, 
every day at noon ; yet if your Dowels are excited more than twice 
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in the twenty-four hours, you will lessen the quantity ; or if they 
regularly do not accomplish this, repeat the dose. — I ha\re no ob« 
Jection now to your partaking of vegetables- I consider that Salmon, 
Oddy, and Co/h to be the preferable trusses; the common kind is 
fiold at 1/. 1^. ; the best witn fine tempered steel, 2/. Ts. You may 
have one to fit you on taking the circumference of your body imme* 
diately above the hips, and sending up the exact number of inches — 
It is material to be accurate in your measurement : the better kind 
I should recommend, as it will sit most easy and comfortable ; if 
you wish it, I will forward one to you. I, beg to hear from j/ou in a 
Tpeek, Your obedient Servant, 

To. J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN: 

N. B. The Castor Oil I ^ish to be continued twice a week as 
previously advised. 

The following is a translation of Mr. F.'s prescription inclosed in 
the foregoing letter. 
Take of compound infusion of gentian, six ounces and a half; 

Epsom salt, six drachms ; dilute sulphuric acid, forty drops ; 

Surified sugar, one drachm and a half; compound tincture of car« 
omon, six ditto. Mix. — One fburth to be taken every noon. 

On the SSd of August, J. W. informed Mr. F. that the last medi- 
cine had not operated to the extent heexpected, having only produced 
one alvine evacuation daily. The pains still continued in his side 
Qpd joints, the tongue completely covered with a dark slime, and 
the debility of booy had so much increased, that he was scarcely 
capable of walking. He thanked him for his civility in offering to 
procure a truss for him, and inclosed, agreeably to his direction, 
the proper measure of the parts of his body, and also 31. 7 s. for the 
trifss and his advice. 

To this Jetter J. W. received the following answer i — 

Berners Street^ August 26, 1817. 

Sir, — One of the pills here prescribed, you will take at bed-time 
every night: of the mixture, a fourth every morning, or twice a 
day. I do not now wish your bowels to be acted on more than once 
in the twenty-four hours ; therefore, if they are excited more than 
this, yoii will diminish the quantity ; or should they be confined 
two or three days together, 1 would have you take one of the pow- 
ders written for June 7th, in a dose of the mixture. I consider you 
inay with advantage take an additional glass of wine after dinner. 
Your tongue being ^somewhat cleaner is a material proof of 
amendment. When I wrote you before with respect to Salmon and 
Oddy*8 trusses, I was informed theirs were preferable to Egg's. In 
consequence of your great distance from the metropolis, 1 was anx^ 
ious to procfire you one from a maker who could be weil recnm' 
mended from a Surgeon of the Rupture Society, whom I called on^ 
and who staled to me that upon a fair trial of Salmon^s trusses, he 
found them not to answer the purpose; in consequence of this repre^. 
sentation, I considered it right to get yours from the maker who is 
employed by (he Rupture Society ; the charge of which is twq 
|>ouNDs, the seven shilling piece is returned to yOu under the seal 
of this letter. A week after your commencement upon these medi^ 
cineS;! / shall wish to hear from you. 



LIVER COMPLAINT.] The Gazette of Health. 101 

You will place tbe loose cushion under the pad of the truss ; the 
strap is to be brought under the thigh and fastened to the buckle in 
front. You had better put tlie truss on before you leave your bed 
in the morning, and take it off at night on going to rest. 

Your obedient Servant, 
To J. W. Esq- JOHN FAITHHORN. 

N. B. It is packed up in a brown paper parcel and sent to the 
coach office (directed for jou) b^ the Union Holjhead Coach. 
You had better now leave off the cream of tartar beverage. 
In this letter was inclosed a prescription, of which the following 
is a copy. 
Take of the compound pill of calomel, one drachm ; divide into 

twelve pills, of which tEdce one every night. 
Take of infusion of Cascarilla bark, five ounces : Rocbelle salts, 
three drachms ; best roannti, three ditto ; tincture of the bop, 
three ditto ; tincture of senna, two and a half ditto ; pimento 
water, two ounces. Mix. — One fourth to be taken twice a day. 
In a letter of the 7th of September, J. W. thanks Mr. Faith* 
horn for the trouble he had taken in procuring a truss. He com- 
plains of the iritation and other inconvenience the under strap of it 
produced. He states that the truss invented by Salmon and Ody, 
on account of its not requiring an under strap to keep it in its proper 
place, having been recommended to him, he requests Mr. F. to 
nave the goodness to give his opinion of it. From the last medi- 
cines Mr. F. prescribed, he received no benefit. The pains con- 
tinued unabated, and the tongue more furred. He had substituted 
water (or the solution of cream of tartar. A bank note for a 
pound was enclosed. 

To this letter J. W. received the following answer on the lOth of 
September. 

Berners Street^ September lO/A, 1817. 
SiR«-My engagements just now being so numerous, has pre- 
vented my calling at Salmon and Oddv's, but this 1 intend doing 
the earliest possible opportunity. T nave seen the truss maker 
foncerning the one you have ; he wishes you to place a bolster 
of linen under that part of the strap which feels so uneasy, or if the 
truss retains its situation without the confinement of the strap, in 
that case to leave it off altogether. In the course of the morning I 
should wish you to drink a tumbler of rennet whey. The medicines 
as last prescribed, I should recommend your continuing a week 
longer, t^hen I bes to hear from you. Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN FAITHHORN. 
On the 19th of September, J. W. requests Mr. Faithhorn not to 
take any further trouble about a truss, as the one he had, he thought 
might prevent a rupture. 

He had taken the rennet whey and the calomel pills, 
agreeably to his directions. His bowels were constipated, and 
in addition to his other sufferings, he was much annoyed by piles. 
The pain in his side, &c. continued severe, and, in his right side, was 
very acute — he solicits instructions as to beverage. A bank note 
wus inclosed^ 
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To this letter Mr. Falithhom made the following reply on the 
S3d of September :— - 

Bemtrs Street y September 93dj 18 17. 

Sir, — Two oF the pille now written for, are to be taken every 
night; of the mixture, a fourth part twice a day ; yet^ if it causes 
more bile to flow into the bowels, it may in that case be too Active, 
Cind if so, decrease the quantity. I have no objection to your now 
drinking half a pint of good beer with your dinner, and afterwards 
taking three or tour glasses of wine. 

Salmon and Oddy's trusses I have seen ; they fasten from the spine 
ofthebackto the ruptured part, and do not pass more than half 
round the body ; in my opinion they are very liable to shift their 
situation, which must be highly objectionable in a ruptured state of 
the bowel. You will write me again a week after your commence* 
ment upon these medicines. Your obedient Servant, 

To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

This letter contained the following prescription : — 
Take of infusion of columbo, three ounces and a half; compound 

tincture of rhubarb, half an ounce; compound decoction of aloes, 

four ounces. Mix. — A fourth part to be taken twice a day. 
Take of extract of the hop, ditto dandelion, of each half a drachm ; 

mercurial pill, one drachm; mix, and divide into twenty-four 

pills : two to be taken every night. 

On the 6th of October, J. \V. informed him, that since he took 
the last medicine his bowels were more open, but the piles were 
much worse; the pains continued, and the tongue was \ery foul.. 
The sympt<)m8 continuing, notwithstanding he had strictly followed 
his advice in every respect for four months, gave him much uneasi* 
Bess. The confidence he had in his judgment, induced him to 
attribute the failure of his prescriptions to their being compounded 
with bad drugs. ^ For his account of the truss invented by Salmoa 
and Ody, he thanks him, and considers it fortunate that he did not 
procure one from them. He inclosed a bank note us usual. 

On the 11th of October, J. W. received the following letter : — 

Berners Street^ Oct. Qlh, 18 i7* 

Sin,— I cannot forbear expressing some disappointment at the 
unusual degree of obstinacy which your case has shewn, and the in-* 
adequate effect of the medicines prescribed to what I certainly ex-* 
|)ected. It is well known that all drugs and medicines pf almost 
every description are materially injured by long keeping, which is 
•ftentimes the case where the distance is so far from the metropolis % 
indeed if your complaint continues much longer unsubdued, I will» 
if you wisn it, forward a box of medicines from my own house,^which 
I have often done with tbotie patients whose disorders have been fop 
a length of time particularly stubborn. You will continue the pills 
as before prescrioed, and the same mixture with the addition kf re 
directed. An electuary is now written for, the quantity of a nut<* 
nmg, more or less, you will have recourse to occasionally if the bile 
continues to be so tardily secreted, or your bowels remain so inca^ 
paeiated trom performing their required and propulsatory function^ 
48 the discharges from your bowels bear a comprest appearance, ilia 
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probable that some npasmodic contraction of the sphincter muscle of 
the rectum takes place, or that there is some disposition to stricture 
nt this part of the canal. Are you obliged to make use of much 
straining in your evacuations, and are they generally small or of 
the usual diameter? — I wish to hear from jfou again in a week. 

Your obedient Serrant, 
To J. W. Esq, JOHN FAITHHORN. 

This letter contained the following prescription :•— 
Add to the mixture prescribed on the 2Sd of September, sulphate 

ofpotasff, one drachm. 
Take ef i£thiop*8 mineral, two drachms and a half; lenitive elec* 
tuary, two ounces ; confection of scammery, one drachm atid a 
half; powder of jalap, two drachms and a half; cream of tartar, 
half an ounce; tincture of aloes, sufficient to form an electuary.-— 
The size of a nutmeg to be taken occasionally. 
On the 18th of October, J. W. informed Mr. Faithhorn that his 
bowels continued very irregular ; the pains had evidently increased; 
the intimation, that a contraction of the sphincter muscle of the in- 
testine existed had impressed on his mind, that he had some disease 
of the hind. The pains in the shoulders, &c. he observed, had 
greatly increased since he had taken mercury. He had continued 
the friction with flannel ; he was free ii*om fever; on getting up in 
the morning was yery giddy. A bank note was inclospd as usuah 
To this letter J. W . received the following answer :— 

Bemers Street, Oct, 2Utj 1817. 

Sir, — I have prescribed for you a box of pills, two of which are 

to be taken at bed-time every night ; but should they stimulate the 

intestines to more than two evacuations throughout the twenty«four 

hours, under such circumstances you will proceed with one; or, if 

the peristaltic action of them is defective as not to occasion one 

tolerably copious discharge in thirty-five hours, have recourse to a 

dose of the electuary as directed in my last, and repeat it in fourteen 

hours, if the first proves insufficient. I should wish you to take 

the following beverage; — half an ounce of cream of tartar, the juice 

of a lemon, one drachm of powder of borax ; these to be mi:iD»d in 

i| quart of water, to which as much honey is to be added as to make 

it palatable. A week after your receipt of this, / shall wish to hear 

from you. If our obedient Servant, 

To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

In this letter the following prescription was inclosed :— • 

Take of compound colocy nth pills, two scruples ; emetic tartar, one 

grain; resin of jalap, 15 grains; oil of carraway seeds, five 

drops; mercnriaf pill, forty-five grains. — Mix, and divide into 

twenty-four pills : two to ne taken every night. 

On the 31st of October, J. W. informed Mr. Fait^ihorn, that the 

pills had operated briskly. The pain in his side had somewhat 

abated, but his health continued much the same. He adds, ^^ I am 

afraid I shall not have a tooth left by the time I am cured — 1 have 

lost four within these few days, and two more are so loose that they 

will shortly follow them, and those that remain are so sore that 1 
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' can scarcely masticate my food. Inclosed you will receive a bank 
note for one pound." 

To this letter J. W. received the following reply, and the ad^ 
joining prescription : 

Bemers Streety Nov. iih^ 1817. 

Sir, — t have here directed some change to be made in the pills, 
and which you will proceed with as before, adhering to those in- 
structions given in my last : a gargle is likewise prescribed, a table 
spoon of which you will wash ^our mouth and gums with two or 
three times a day, retaining it in the mouth for a couple of minutes. . 
I should recommend you alsp to suck a small piece of alum once or 
twice a day. — You will write me again in a week. 

Your obedient Servant, 

To J. W. Esq. - JOHN FAITHHORN. 

To the pills prescribed on the Slst of October, add extract of ca- 
momile, one drachm, in place of the mercurial pill. 
Take of borax powder, half an ounce ; best honey^ ten drachms ; 

syrup of red poppies, two drachms; decoction of oak bark, six 

ounces. — This gargle to be used three times a day. 

On the 14th of November, J. W# acquainted Mr. F. that the 

?tll8 seemed to agree with him, producing two evacuations dailj. 
be pains in the sides and the gums baa abated, but the tongue 
continued foul. He adds, ^^I have often thought that mercury 
carried long is more injurious to me than otherwise. I shall 
continue the present pills for 9l fortnight, when 1 shall be able to 
«ay 'whether my conjectures are correct. — I have inclosed a bank 
note for one pound." 

On the 18th of November, Mr. Faithhorn made the ifollowing 
reply : — 

Bemers Street^ Nov. 18th, 1817. 

Sir, — Your case imperiously required the ver^ small quantity of 
mercury which I combined with the other medicines, ii| order to 
counteract the diseased action then goin^ on in the hepatic organs, 
and which could not be etfected without its aid. I have here written 
for another gargle, which you will use three or four times a day, 
mixed with half its quantity of port wine ; if you find it too sharp, 
a small portion of water may be added. You will proceed with 
those pills as last directed. Your obedient Servant, 

To J. \V. Esq. JOHN FAITftHORN. 

The (?arg/0.— Take of decoction of bark, seven ounces and a half; 

• conserve of hips, five drachms. After/ rubbing them well toge- 

• ther, strain off the liquor, and add to it tincture of myrrh, two 
drachms: dilute sulphuric acid, three drachms. 

On the %th of November, J. W. informed Mr. F. that he had 
persisted in thf use of the pills. His health continued to decl]ne« 
The pain in the right side was more extensive, although the fric- 
tion was continued. The tongue was much furred, and his appear- 
ance was much darker. Having been under his care six months, he 
expresses a doubt of ever being rej^tored to health. If he thinks he 
can cure him by sending him medicines, he begs he will do it. An 
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^eaccortation and an enhir(|;eiiient of tbe ihumb, attended witli ^npat 
pain, had lately appeared. He indosed a bank note for one pound; 

On the4tb of December, J. W. received the foHoiring Jitter and 
prescription:-— 

BerntTs Street, Dee.^d^ 1817. 

6tr,-^I prefer tending jou a prescription rather than medicinea 
at present, in consequence of the excoriation, wfaieh I should hope 
vtin speedily be removed. Of tbe mixture here ordered, you will 
take a sixth part three times a day ; the lotion io be applied to tbe 
parts. seTeral times a day b^ keepin^^ linen ciotM wet with it. Yoa 
will now discontinue rubbin? your body. Ifyour bowels are with- 
out a motion for Ihirty^five hours, you will have recourse to a table* 
S[ioonful of castor oif. I recommend your living particularly for a 
week or sa on slops and light puddings— ^uch as ai^^o, tapiocsi^ rice 
l^ruel, and tbe like^ abstaining altogether from animal food, drinkf- 
ing lemonade^ «iid taking three or four glasses of wine.— A week 
.after your receipt of this 1 request to bear from yon. 

Your obedient Servant^ 
- ToJ.W. Esq. iOHN KAimilORN. 

Takeof infusion of roses, seven eunoes; epsomealt, fonr drachms 

and a half; compound tincture of bark, half a. drachm; syrup of 
senna, three drachms.— Mix. A sixth part to be taken in a wing 

Waix of water. 
.Take of white vitriol, 6Aeen grains; sugar of lead, five grains^ 
. distilled vinegar and rectiiied spirit, ot- each one drachm ; dis^ 

tilled water, eight ounces. •«» Mix. This lotion to be applied 

frequently. 

On the 19th of December, J. W. informed Mr. Faithhom, Ihat 
the mixture had greatly exceeded its intended operation on the. 
bowels, although he had taken it only twice a day. The pain in 
the side and knees bad abated, bat the tongue eoatinuad fiirred. 
He complains of Mr. F.'s having omitted to give bis advice re- 
4p<ieting the enlargement of the thumb, which waa then very pain'- 
jCuL He inclosed a bank note value one pound. 

To this letter Mr. F. returned the following' answer : — 

Berners Streti^ Dec. lftA> 1817. 

Sin, — You have acted perfectly correct as to the mixture ; I did 
not expect it to induce a costive state of the bowel, and my obaer* 
vation as to the castor oil was in case the liver should become ex« 
tremely slugglish in its function, which I am happy to find has not 
•beea its condition ; therefore you will proceed with it twice a day. ' 

I woukl have you take a small quantity of meat twice or thrice in 
the week, and on the other' days to live as last enjoined.— I have 
prescribed a lotion for your thumb; some folded Imen cloths you 
:will apply wet with it several times a day, and if highly inflamed, 
you shopld keep ii in a sling. — I shall feel desirous of hearing from 
you in a week. Your obedient Servant, 

To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN 

For the Thumb : 
Take of Mendercrus's spirit, one ounce and a half; rectified spir 
. b^iran oupce ; eamphoratod mixture, fourounocs.-^Mix* 
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Od the I7th of December, J. W. experiehced m very Tiolent «t^ 
tack of the liver, which continued till the 26th, when he agein wrote 
to Mr; Faithborn. In this letter he obserres, that the recnrrence 
of the attack of the liver (being more violent than any he had ever 
experienced) had grtotly diminished his confidence in medicine, 
and therefore be entreated him candidly to acquaint hon with his I'eal 
opinion of his case. The lotion he recomnaended for the thumb had 
abated the pain, but the enlargemetit continued. The application he 
prescribed for the excoriation having failed to afllbrd any relief, he 
suggests the propriety of applying an healing ointment to it.'-^He 
inuosed the usual.fee. 

To this letter J. W. received the fidlowingreply t 

Bemeri Street^ Dec. SO/A, 1817. 

SiR,^^From your long residence in warm dimates^ in conjunction 
witb yourfbriner free mcde of living, and thd extreme stdbboniness of 
your complaint, leads me to suspect that the liver haa undergone 
some alteration in structure; if so, howevn* slight might be ita 
nature, is quite cause suficient to account for the diseased action 
mauitafning its morbid influence so long, and so aggravating on the 
system at large. You reallv must not allow impatience or irritability 
to overcome you, as this will only tend ia augment the cause of your 



I have ordered a box of cerate for the excoriation, which you will 
a|)iply night and morning; previous to its application wash the parts 
with theformer lotion. Two of the pills are to be taken every night ; 
a fourth part of this mixture once or twice a day. 

Your obedient Servant, 
To J. W. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

Toke of faenaoic acid, ten grains; compound squill pill, extract df 
dandelion, of each two scruples ; ipecacuan powder, five grains ; 
Pernyian balsam, sufficient to form a mass, to be divided into 
twenty«two pills, two to be taken every night 
Take of oarboiiate of soda, rhubarb powder, of each two scruples ; 
purified sugar, two drachms ; compound powder of cinnamon, 
twelve ff rains; compound tincture of benzoin (commonly called 
Fry ar*8 balsam) two and a*half drachms; gum arabic powder, one 
drachm ; infusion of columbo, four ounces; camphorated mixture, 
two and a half ditto. Mix. A fourth part to be taken once or 
twice a day. 

Havinff given these medicines a trial for ten da^s, J. W. informed 
Mr. Faitnnorn that '^ the pains had continued to increase, and were, 
then verv acute, particularly in the rcffionof the liver, in the elbonf 
joint and legs. With regard to Mr. Pl's suspicion of an alteration 
in the structure of the liver, he observes, ^^ 1 cannot perceive any,** 
as the pain had been the same ever since he had been under his 
care. The excoriation was somewhat better for the ointment, but 
the enlargement of the thumb continued. The tonffoe exhibited 
the same appearance as noticed in his former letterl He concludes, 
^^ For the last seven months 1 have ^iven vou a statement of my 
symptoms, which have scarcely varied : tnerefore you cannot be 
surprised that 1 should express au anxiety to know whether there 
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be aiij chanee of fdy beioff cured/' He inclosed the required fee. 
On the 19th of January, J. W* received the following letter* and 
prescription : 

Bemers Streeij Jan* I7l*, 1818; 

•StK^^-^I recommend yoar oontinuing the pills and mixture as last 
prescribed. I have* here ordered a lotion, which you will apply to 
the excoriation three timesa day, and if you find it too frequent for 
tiie part, dilute it with a small quantity of water. I should wish yott 
to apply to your thumb, soap plaister spread on black silk, and which 
jou may let remain on as long as it adheres. 

Althaugh I consider the organization of your liver to be affected, 
yet from the small morbid change which has taken place, justifies me 
in expectrng that I shall be able to bring it to perform its ftinctions 
more correctly, which, by being maintained a suflicient length of 
time, will reinstate the organ itself^ or place its general faculties in 
such an unfettered condition, so as to preclude the risk of any fresh 
accumulation of disease. I hope you regularly take all the exercise 
in your power. 

1 request to hear from you again in a week. 

Your obedient ^Servant, 

To J. W. Rsq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

The Lotion. — Take of lime water, eight ounces'; calomel, Sscruples. 

On the S7th of January, J. W. informed Mr. Faithhorn, that 
finding the pains, &c. to increase during the use of the mixture and 
pills, he had that day determined to give the mixture he prescribed 
on the 3d of December a further trial. The excoriation on leaving 
off the ointment and lotion rapidly healed. He laments that the 
weather will not admit of his taking all the exercise of which he 
found himself capable. The tongue continued veiy much furred. 
JHe inclosed the required fee. « 

On the Ist of February, J. W. received the following letter and 
prescription : 

Bemers Street^ January SO/A, 1818. 

8iB — It gives me much satisfaction to learn that the excoriation 
is cured; this is not only exceedingly troublesome in some. con« 
stitutions to remove, but oftentimes assumes a character seriouslj 
important ; the lotion I last ordered, was intended to excite a new 
action in the parts without ^ which the vessels most probably had 
not the capacity of healing. Y^ou will take a fourth part of the 
mixture herein written for once or twice a day. When the weather 
will not allow of your taking exercise in the open air, you should 
walk about your room, so that the body and limbs be duly and 
regularly exercised, without which, it is utterly impossible for 
•ome of the interior glands to perform their allotted functions 
as required. Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN FAITHHORN. 

To J. W. Esq. 
The Mixture. — Take of the compound infusion of orange' peel, 

four ounces; conserve of roses, five drachms; when cold strain 

off the liquor, and add Epsom salts, six drachms; dilute sulphuric 

acid, thirty*five minims; tincture of hops, three drachnis; ditto 

of senna, twp ditto; distilled water, two and a half oonces. 
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Oil tl|e }4th (mT F^bruarj^ J. W. acquaiRtied Mr. Faiihhorn thai 
)h^ Qpedicine taken, twice a day had kept his bowela in a proper 
state. The complaint however continued unabated, and the painr 
of the right side bad extended to the kidneys. . The excoriation 
had returned in a slight degree, which had eiiabled him to discover 
(be cause ; viz. the use of a saline impregnation^ which he was in 
th? habit of employing as a common ti^asfa. To thcf usual postscript 
ofan iiiclosttre of a one-poUndbank note, he adds, ^^ I request yotf 
will Jet. me kn«W if I am to continue the pudding diet, as i am not 
partial to it, and I do not find that I have derived any benefit fromr 
it ; and likewise Chat you will particularise the articles of which 
I may partake, both s(s to eating^ and drinking." 

l^o this letter J. W« received the following reply on the 19th of 
FebrMry, 18i& 

Btmers Street, Feh. ITy 1818. 
. Sir — Of the mixture herewith prescribed, four table spoons to be 
taken one^ a day^ and one or two of the pills an hour before dinner 
daily ; biU should your bowels become excited more than once in 
the S4 hours, under these circiimistancesy the dose of the former 
ought to be reduced. You will have recourse to the same remedies 
for the ditcoriatiotis which succeeded before : when healed I recom- 
mend your washing the parts with the lotion directed Dec. 3d^' 
twice or thrice' a week, abd whicb I trust will so strengthen the 
ghuids here situated as to preclude a recurrence. A renewal of 
excoriations in the parf^ is by no means an unusual occurrence, as 
tliey more especially will be susceptible to irritablcf actioir, while 
tlie gefilcral condition of the glands of the system continue so mor-* 
bidly disposed, as to yield their several secretions of an unnatural 
and acrimonious quality. ' 

You may now quit the pudding diet, and take moderately of 
animal food, generally giving the Reference to mutton: mustard 
might be taken with your meat with advantage. 1 have no ob*. 
jection to four or five glasses of good wine daify ; nor to a tumbler 
of sound old beer^ if after the trial of a week you fidd it agrees 
with you. Your obedient Servant^ 

^ ToJ. VV. Esq. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

27ie il/ix/i/re.— Take of Epsom salt, six drachms; calcined mag- 
nesia, one ditto; liest manna, half ail ounce ; compound tincture 
of rhubarb, tiocture of senna^ of each half an ounce ; dill watery 
three ounces; distilled ditto, three ditto. Mix. 
■I he Pills. — Take of compound rhubarb pill of the Edinburgh 
Pharmacopcsiai one drachm and a lialC To be divided into 
eighteen pills. 

On the Cth of Mai-ch, 1818, 3. W. acquainted Mr. Faithhorn 
that he had continued to take the medicine he last prescribed till 
that day; but although it succeeded to keep his bowels in a laxative 
state, the pains had increased to an alarming degree; his tongue 
was also very much fiured. He therefore earnestly entreats him to 
let him know by return of post, if he can send him something that 
will abate the pains. He had adopted the diet he recommended 
c{xcept the strong beer,, which he was afraid to take. The paiiM 
were now so severe during. the night time, as to prevent sleep* 
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To this letter he added the usual Postcript, '^ Inclosed is a one 
pound Bank note." 

Oa the ISlh of March, J. W, received the following answer and 
pre«criptioD : Bemers Street^ Alarch lOM, 1818. 

Sir— The pressure of in? engagements yesterday, would not. 
allow of iBj answering you before the present post* I apprehend 
that you have t^ken cold, which has given rise to some febrile 
action, and thereby occasioned an increase of the distressing pains 
you complain of: indeed, at this season of the year, in those deep 
seated affections of the liver, and where the obstructions of the. 
organ have existed such a length of time as your own« the disordered 
effects are more sensibly experienced. While the tongue con- 
tinues so coated, and the constitution generally sq irritated, you. 
had better take three table spoons of the mixture here prescribed. 
every six hours; one of the pills night and morning, or, even thrice 
a day, should your feelings not be relieved; if they occasion any 
uncomfortable nausea of the stomach, in that case, only half of one 
is to be continued for the dose. If your bowels require assistance, 
you may have recourse to a table spoon and a half of castor oil, in a 
small quantity of brandy and water, or to one of those powders 
formerly directed in a dose of this mixture. 

If tte pains ore not manifestly better in a day or two, vou may 
take either vinegar, whey, or wine; whey for a couple of nights. 
The lemonade had better be continued; if any fever of an active 
kind prevails, you had better keep to slops, and take wine only in. 
the form of negus. I should much xcisk to know the exact state of 
your pulse. Your obedient servant. 

To J. W. Eso. JOHN FAITHHORN. 

The Mixture. — Take of carbonate of potass, two and a half scruples; 
recent lemon juice, one ounce and a half; Hoffman's anodyne 
liquor, one drachm and a half; spirit of nutmeg, oxyniel of 
squills, syrup of tolu, of each two drachms and analf ; Epsom 
salt,, two drachms: camphorated mixture, and distilled water, 
of each three drachms. 
The Pills. — Take of true James's powder, 18 grains ; powder of 
squills, ten ditto, ipecacuan powder, compound powder of cin- 
namon, of each twelve grains. Mix, and divide into 12 pills. 
These medicines having fiiiled to mitigate his sufferings, J. W. 
declined the honour of a further, oorrespondence with Mr. Faith« 
horn. He had recourse to a prescription in the Gazette of Health, 
which rendered his tongue clean, and improved bis general health. 
On this curious correspondence we shall make some observations in 
our next Number. 

STRICTURE.^— A gentleman of rank and fortune, of Ireland, 
informs us that he was induced by the advertisements of 
Mr. Lynch, to visit London on purpose to place himself under 
his care. Oh his first interview with Mr. L. he was a litile 
astonished to find him a negro so ignorant as to be incapable 
of writing his own name. Supposing that he might by accident 
have discovered a remedy for stricture, (as he declares in his 
advertisement), he- told him that money was not a consideration with 
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him, and that if lie cured him he would cheerfully pdy his charge^ 
whatever that might be, and also present him with fifty pounds. 
Mr. L. assured him in positive term^, that his remedy would 
effectually cure him. The gentleman commenced the use of the 
medicine, and strictly adhered to his advice. With the five guinea 
packets of the remeidy he was abundantly supplied; but finding 
after he had taken the medicine thrtfe months, that the disease 
had rather increased than abated, he ventured to express a^ 
suspicion that it was a loss of time. Sursenn liynefa accused him 
of impatience, and after assuring him that he bad not given the 
medicine a fair trial, and that his constitution being then saturated 
with it, he might daily expect to experience considerable relief; for* 
the disease not being constitutional, it would assuredly give way to' 
the remedy when it bad produced the necessary emct on hid 
constitution ! ! The Surgeon's reasoning succeeded, and the patient 
continued to swallow the remedy regularly ibr three months longer ; 
when finding the local complaint considerably worse, and his general 
health reduced, he summoned up resolution to take his leave of 
Surgeon Lynch and his remedy. With the amount of the sum he 

Eaid Mr. L. for his medicine and occasionally fi>r his attendance, 
e states he is ashamed to acquaint us. We have been credibly 
informed that it exceeded two hundred guineas! I TheGentlemaa 
afterwards met with an old acquaintance firom the West Indies^ 
who informed him that the said Surgeon Lynch came to this 
country with him in the capacity of a menial servant, and that 
on leaving him he turned doctor. His good lady finding that he 
had embarked in this business, called upon him for the purpose of 
convincing him of the responsibility he was taking upon himself 
and of the serious mischief he might do by tampering with the 
invalids who might be misled by his plausible advertisements and 
false promises. The surgeon thanked her politely for the honour 
she had done him, and &gg;ed she would not allow her mind to be 
uneasy on his account, as she might rest assured that his remedies 
were simple herbs, which, if they did no good, would do no harm* 
Now as this man is tampering with the itiost distressing cases that 
occur in the practice of surs^ery, we do conceive it to be the duty in- 
cumbent on the College of Surgeons, to adopt prompt proceedings to 
Erevent his doing mischief, or, which is in met tantamount, inducing 
y ffalse promises the afflicted to trust to a remedy which is not even 
capable of arresting the progress of the disease, till it arrives to a 
state that endangers life, or renders the unfortunate patient 
miserable for the remainder* of his days. 

CRANIOLOGY.— Drs. Spurzheini and Gall have published a 
tract on the opposition their doctrines of the brain, and different 
formations of the skullmet with in England, wherein they assert 
that it arose solely (irom the selfish principle of envy and the fear 
of personal observation, and make the shrewd observation that 
those persons who are most strenuous against it, are conscious of 
not having the most intellectual heads. 

GOUT AND RHEUMATISM.— Messrs. Flood^ and Co. of 
Lambeth, have lately olfered to the public a remedy for gout and 
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jcute rheumatism, which ihey have fomid to be the most effectual 
and certain specific that has been disoovenxl for tboae diseases. They 
piefitce their account of it with a Qootation from the 98th chapter of 
Ecclesiastes, ** Out of the ground natfa the Lord caused medicines to 

Eow, and he tiuU is wise will not despise them, for with such doth 
\ hea\ and take away their pains." They assert that ** numbets 
of persons have been restored, from the most excruciating pains and 
agonies, to perfect health, '* the most indisputable proot of which 
they are enabled to produce: viz. ** Oaths made before the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mavor of London ! ! " The good effects of Uiis 
^ wonderful remedy," they attribute to^ ** its combining with the 
secreted matter (that lav out of the reach of common medicine), 
which causes those dreadful complaints, and carries it off speedily 
and effectually in a asannerthe most surprising! ! " — ^< A tea-spoonful 
taken immediately on the approacih of the symptoms^ generally takes 
off the fit^ almost instantaneously leaving tne patient to doubt 
the realitv of the attack!" Its operation, iJiey say, ^ is sometimes 
emetic, diuretic, cathartic, or perspiration^ according to the cotf- 
stitution and seat of the disease ; and where the parts are weakened 
by a long continuance of the affliction, a longer time must be 
allowed to restore the tone and strength of the parts." The codch 
position '' will keep good in any climate for the longtst time 
required, and therefore persons going to distant parts need not 
be afraid to take large quantities with them." 

On examining this wonderful remedy, we find it to be the 
tincture of the root of the meadow saffron, coloured and flavoured 
with the compound tincture of cardamon,*— the contents of a 
four shilling and sixpenny bottle of which cost the pious pro« 
prietors three-pence 1 ! 

The Eau Medicinale, introduced into this country by Dr. Jones, a 
licentiate of the London Royal College of Physicians, as an infallible 
remedy for gout and acute rheumatism, Mr* Want discovered to be a 
preparation of tiie root of the meadow saffron, I'his respectable sur- 
geon, like a man of true science, communicated the results of his ex- 
periments, and the method of making a tincture of the root which he 
had found to produce the same effects as the Eau Medicinale, ob- 
tained from France. Since Mr. Want communicated his discovery, 
feveral ** infallible remedies for gout and acute rheumatism," have been 
industriously advertised, the basis of which is the meadow safi*ron. 
The indiscriminate use of powerful remedies in gout, have been pro« 
ductive of the most serious mischief; in many cases, attended with 
general debility, having proved as suddenly fatal as a poisonous dose 
of arsenic. Of ail the infallible remedies that are advertised, those 
for gout are the most dangerous; and such have been the injurious 
effects of many, that it is a matter of surprise to us that the pro- 
prietors have escaped prosecution. 

IMPROVED BAI^AM OF HONEY. — " A never-fiuling 
remedy for Coughs, Colds, Asthmas and Consumptions. Prepared 
by Henry Cundell, Chemist and Druggist, of the Minories." — The 
l^med proprietor asserts that tliis article contains, in a state of 
great concentration, all the balsamic virtues of honey; and as hon^ 
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lifl tbci essence of a^great' rariety of plants, so it may be considered a 
iconcentrated essenoe of the vegetable kingdom. — ** As proofs of its 
'icurattve powers in asthma, consumption of the lungs, colds, &c. &c« 
dnay. be adduced the aHidavita of conscientious persons, and the 
.testimonies of Right Honourable characters of the British Empire. 
Jt gires such powers to the lungs of ^ntlemen, that to the orator, 
ifiither in the.senate, pulpit, or at the bar, it is a most invaluable 
^discovery, imparting even vigour to the brain itaelf; while in females 
it checks a disposition to loquacity.**— On examining this happy 
discovery, we find it to be a solution of balsam of tolu in rectified 
spirit of wine!! In cases of recent catarrhal cough, and incipient 
.consumption, by accelerating tha circulation, and increasing the 
nervous excitement of the system, it cannot but prove very injurious. 
Slight catarrhal cough it will convert into jrfeurisy and incipient 
consumption, it will hasten the suppurative stage, and thereby 
destroy all hopes of recovery. No traffic has been productive of 
more serious consequences than that of telling potent compositions 
as preparations of herbs or articles which are not capable of doing 
mischief. Such are the nostrums that are sold under the names of 
Balsam of Horehound, Balsam of Lungwort, Balsam ot Coltsfoot^ 
Ac; in the composition of which, the articles whose names they 
bear do not even enter, nor do th^ possess the power of alleviating 
the diseases for the cure of which they are so extravagantly ex- 
tolled by the proprietors. 

ALBIN'S CHILBLAIN WASH.— This nostrum is made by 
Elias Taylor, Chemist, of Newport in the Isle of Wight '' That it is 
.^* a certain cure for that disagreeable and troublesome complaint 
J* termed CkUblainSf may be generally found by one application; 
*' but if ever so bad and broke, two or three times bathing the pai^ 
/' with it will entirely disperse the tumours,, though ever so swelled 
<* or enflamed." I'he humane proprietor, who» like all others 6S 
:this worthy class, has. no other motive in advertising his invaluable 
4irticle, than to benefit bis fellow-creatures, gives the following 
•directions for its use:—" Bathe the part affected with a feather^ 
a piece of fine cloth, or your finger, going to bed, and the first 
thiiig in the morning. If tlie tumour should be broken, take a tea* 
.spoonful of the wash, and put it to a pint of soft water, with .which 
iwash it well, and then. dress it with Turner*s cerate or saturnine 
.ointment** 

. The composition of this " wonderfully healing lotion,^' we find to 
:be, Goulard's extract of lead, with a small proportion of opodeldoc 
The contents of a thirteenpenny-halfpenny bottle of which cost the 
' humane proprietor about a penny. 

If the preparer of this ar^le were, as he styles- himself, a chemist^ 
he would have known that the mixture is uncbemiqal; tiie alkali of 
the soap, by uniting with the acetic acid, producing ft precipitatiofi 
of the lead. Goulard's extract of lead, ivith spirit of wine and water, 
is a common topical remedy for chilblain during its first. stage; but 
when it has advanced to suppuration it is an improper application ; 
and in some instances, attended with a languid circulation, it has 
produoed mo^ificationt 
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The late Sir WALTER FARQUHAR, Bab*. M, D. 

AND TH£ LATX 

Db. warren. 

• • • • ♦ 

A cditipariaon boB be«n often made between the late Sir Walter 
Farquhar and the late Dr. Warren; but on putting the professional 
merits pf each fairly into competition* how greatly superior does 
the latter rise in the scale ! In one point all must agree — that both 
reached in the course of their progress, the greatest extent of prac-* 
tice ; in every other particular they differ. This practice was ac' 
quired by Dr. Warren, through policy and intrigue — with Sir W. 
Farquhar it was the effect of an acute mind and an intuitive know- 
ledge of mankind. The one impressed the patient by apparent 
parade and bustle, to mark the extent of business pressing upon 
him ;4^tbe other won the confidence of the patient by the strong 
interest seemingly taken in his feelings. Dr. Warren approached 
the bed«side with self-«ufBciency and impatience — Sir Walter 
comes forward with the calm «tep of the philosopher to listen with 
sedateness to the detail of the sufferer. 

But the prognosis is the true criterion that characterises the real 
physician ; and the impatience of Dr. Warren made him often err 
in this respect, of which one remarkable instance may be mentioned, 
narrated to the writer by a surgeon of high talents and information. 
The patient had been some tirhe ill, and at this period displayed 
strong marks of approaching dissolution, when the doctor entered 
the room^ approached the bed-side iti his usual Iturried manner, and 
drew aside the curtains. ** I see, Sir," says he, *' you are better; 
you need not tell me so.** The patient's face spoke a different lan- 
guage to the young surgeon. Two hours after brought the news of 
hia death.— Such instances are not in circulation of Sir Walter 
Farquhar. 

Dr. Warren's standing in the College 'was the grand engine on 
which his success depended. He was the means of instituting the 
licentiates in midwifery; and their interest in return elevated him 
in practice. Sir Walter's influence was of a higher cast; it claimed 
an intimate connexion with ministers and statesmen. Si^If^interest 
united Dtp. Wan-en to his midwives, — merit only could secure to 
Sir Walter his* sphere. Thus the influence of the latter was the 
influence of mindy — the influence of the former was literally, in the 
technical words of a distinguished Fellow of the College, disli-clout 
influence. ^ ^ 

If in the same manner their dispositions s^Tcompared, the same 
superiority attaches to Sir Walter Farquhar. The liberal friend and 
patron of the younger part of the profession, to him how many have 
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owed their elevation in life ! Dr. Wstrren^ on the eontm|y, led by 
little enmilii^s, shewed too often the vUidictiVeness of a little mind. 
Witness his antipathy to the late Dr. Rowley^ whom he tried, by 
every manoeuvre, to keep out of the College. Money was the idol 
of Dr. Warren, and to it delicaqy was often sacrificetl by him ;*— in 
the eyes of Sir Walter it was never but a secondary consideration. 

INFLUENCE OF RELIGION ON THE INSANE.— Several 
governors of Bethlem Hcflpftal being of opinion that religious con« 
solation should be regularly administered to the patients capable of 
receiving it, a special court of the governors, held on the I7th of 
February last, requested Dr. Monro, the senior physician of the 
charity, to report to the adjourned meeting his sentiments of the 
probable effects regular religious instruction would produce, either 
in retarding or accelerating the recovery of curable patients, ahri 
increasing the comforts of any class of incurables* About two ycarft 
previous to this meeting, Dr. Monro laid before a special committee 
of. the Hospital, a report of the effects of religion on the patients 
who had attended divinci service, in which he briefly considei^ed this 
very important subject in two points of view; firstly, whether the 
efficacy of such instructibn as auxiliarv to the cure of rrtent unfinUjf 
were not doubtful ; and secondly, whether its more proper sphere 
were not to be soufi:bt in the consolation of the more settled and 
permanent cures, in this document the Doctor laments the many 
natural impediments that arise from the character and constitution 
of active and recent insanity^ which prohibit the application of 
religious instruction and consolation during the influence of absolate 
disease, but he ^' hails with salutations ^ satisfaction the general 
augmentalion of comfort and decorum among the older classefl* 
where the more violent symptoms have alreadv abated, and all 
asperity is removed." He therefore expresses his approbation of 
the frequent exercise of religious instruction and consolation 
among tiic incurable patients, at the same time declaring that he 
does not anticipate any great ox permanent good effects upon recent 
lunacy. To the aged and care-worn patients, he is of opinion, that 
religious devotion would afford great comfort, and pronounces the 
absence of such a provision a hardship. In the.report lately drcu* 
lated among the governors on this sub ect, the Doctor observes, that 
since he delivered his former opinion, he has considered deliberately, 
and with the greatest attention, ever^ circumstance connected with 
this weighty subject, the result of which he unre^rvedly gives. He 
is decidedly of opinion, that it is amongst the incurables (which con- 
stitute more than one half of the patients) that the governors are 
chiefly to look for the objects of their sol icitude, and for Jit and 
willing receivers of religious comfort and instruction ; and among 
the class of criminals, he had ascertained, that many were anxious, 
and even importunate, for admission to this source of support and 
consolation. Considering the variety of causes which have rendered 
confinement necessary, and bearing m mind that the majority at least 
of these sufferers would probably be detained during the residue of 
their lives, he enquires. Shall they not enjoy in full abundance this 
most invaluable privilege ? Shall they not be encouraged and sup* 
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ported, and consoled under the weight of their overwhelming afflic- 
tion by every effort of humanity ! shall they not reap all possible 
instruction fl-om this p-and source ofunfadlnff consols^tion ? 

** In these cases," the Doctor observes, ** we nave not to combat with 
active disease and the less {^fiable symptoms of recent insanity ; we 
rather behold in them a class of offenders against their country and 
their Ood, whose reason indeed has been partiaUi/i and in some 
only occasionally impaired, and who still labour under a modifi* 
ration of insane symptoms ; but the greater number have manifested 
tokens of repentance pnd amendment, atid would easily be induced 
to seize every opportunity of religious communication. 

** The class denominated ineurable is also, in many respects, ana»- 
logons to the criminals, so fhr as relates to the advanced period of 
their malady, its settled character, permanent confinement, ' and 
their only remaining source of solid comforts. 

** Among these many might be selected as fit and willing objects of 
religious care, and others would in all probability be speedily 
tempted to lend an attentive'ear ; ^o that a spirit of decorum Riid 
good order, and, what is above all, a Spirit of comfort and piety, 
might gradually, under the'blessing of Providence, be promoted sind 
established. The private communications of a sound and judicious 
chaplain (continues the Doctor), which might be held under certain 
regulations with many of the more aged patients, the settled in- 
mates of the Hospital and the j)6rhianent objects of regard, would, 
I am cow/Rfcw/,. materially add to their little stock of present comfort, 
and afford them opportunities of reaping everlasting benefit. In my 
deliberate and^ea opinloti, thercfbre, which I wish to express with 
all submission, it is incompatible with any species of justice or 
benevolence to withhold fVoin them this inestimaole blessing." 

The Doctor rejoices that the opportunity has arrived for him to 
deliver a mature judgement op this important poiiit; although in the 
estimation of some lie has not adduced teri/ urgent argument in 
ikvoar of the subject in general, yet his attention, he asserts, ^' has 
been studiously directed to the mark;** and he holds the sentiments 
under certain modifications, which he has ever expressed — that a 
course of religious instruction afid consolation, although nugatory, 
as he fears, during the active stages of insanity, must be to many of 
the more advanced stages a lasting and a solid advantage, lie 
therefore recommends the governors to appoint a chaplain to read 
prayers and such portions of the Bible as may be thought most 
appropriate, with a Art^ judicious discourse thereon, at least three 
mornings in the week ; wno shall be able at the same time to dedi* 
cate, after each service, a certain portion of his time for the purpose 
of private communication, with such patients individually as shall 
be 8o disposed, or are likely to be benefited thereby, always under 
the discretion and selection of the physicians. The criminals, being 
necessarily confined apart, this service must of course be two- 
fold. The Doctor offers a few remarks on the erroneous opinions 
held by some writers respecting the pliability of the mind in active 
stages of recent insanity. — ** They appear," says he, " to imagine, 
that in the majority of cases at least, the mind is affected indepcn- 
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dentfy at ibe body, and that therefore there 18 no actual bar or 
hindrance to the reception of moral truth and rational comniunii 
cation; whereas, he fears, there is top much cause to apprehend, 
firoqn examination of the brains of maniacs after death| tnat actual 
diseased structure is obvious 191 a//.;lo a greater or less ej(tent« 
When the malady exists only in the bud, during its infant state 
indeed, consolatory and rational communications, united with the 
resources of medicine, m9y> by tranquillizing the agitated mind, sq 
compose and steady the nervous systeiPf as to prevent any organic 
or serious mischief; — but once, says he, su^er the flame to spread, 
the wkole man becomes so alienated froni his true nature — that 
fine}y spun apd nrpi^derful machjnenr, upon the healthy action of 
which bis reason depends during this transitory life, becomes so 
affected, actually, bodily, constantly, and visibly by disease) that he, 
during the active pressure of such a malady, is no longer capable 
of a just perception of things. During this stage of insanity, time, 
xnedjcine, reaimcn, various modes of discipline (always assuredly 
linder the bkssing ai)d directfqn of Divine Providence), are our 
chief sources of reliance ; and by these ipeans manv are restored 
daily to a state of sanity, and to the coipfbris of life and rational 
existence. Those who labour long undpr symptoms of alienation, 
frequently fall intq a passive tranquil stafe, resuming, *in some 
measure, their national faculties, and fetaipipg only a modifici^tioa 
of the disease* These cases the Doctor recon&mends to religious 
care and support, because, in bis opinion, they are the only class 
of maniacs tnat is fitted for the purpose ; being free from the bodily 
infirmity so general in recent cases^ and being also permanent 
inmates of the Hospital) they naturally looH up to the governors 
for the supply of every c»mfortt Undpr this ppovisinn of religious 
services, apd n^ore especially of private communications, ifanj^ case, 
even among the ^nrables sjight^ aQected or particularly circunn 
^tanced, should occur,^ there would be mapy an opportunity of 
inakin^ judicious experiments, and exciting every poasibie endeavour 
for their advantage^ under the discretion of the physicians.'* 

4t the conclusion of this report the Doctor expresses the deep 
Inter^t he feels ip thjs pertainly very important discussion : — ^^ 1 
fim/' say^ he, ^[ anxiqus that it shoi|ld \ke arranged upon a sure and 
permanent footing." He conceives tl^t po qne c^q say ^hi^t ^dy 
vantage, under the Divine tilessing, may pot arise from it ; apd if 
a few only be substantially beneQted, the consicteration is ample^ 
At all events he considers the undertaking must necessarjly promote 
good order and prppriety pf copduct, apd a gen^r^l disposition for 
religious feeling | ana he f^nticjpates such advuntagea ^s qiay (iq 
injunction wjth mild treatment qnd n^pre general sourpps of pccu? 
pation, and, if possible, the absipnce of afl (coercion whatsoever), 
shed a lustre upon all endeavours by Isirgely augmenting the com? 
forts, the rfitiopal enjpymepts qnd ^st interests of the unfortunate 
patient, apd promoting the gcppr^l ^elfi^re of the establishment. 

The Doctor's report (which gave gre^t satisfhptipn tq tbpse 
governors who are members of tbp high church) was ordered to be 
reporde^ ip their booj^ of trapsf^ctions; ^(]| the th^n|^s of th^ 
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nieetinff were eDanifflougl^jr voted to him. Some governors, being 
still of opinion that religion was more likely to prove injurious 
than otherwise, or, at any rate, that it was a very nice point to de^ 
termine, proposed to take the opinion of the jirittor physician on the 
subject; and all agreeing that itwasaeompIiraentduetoDr.Tutbill, 
a resolution was adopted to that eflfect. In the report Dr. TuthiU 
made on the 3d of December, 1816, he stated, that the only con- 
clusion that could be legiiimaiely drawn firom the experiments that 
bad been made at the Hospital, was, that attendance on divine 
worship is not a mode of promoting the real object of the charity, 
namely, the cure of insanity ; and that it evidently tends rather to 
reiord than to. promole recovery* 

In the new report which the governors have solicited from hiro^ 
he therefore considers he has only to state^ whether that conclusion 
has been eonfirroed or invalidated by subsequeni experience and 
, pbservation* Since April, 1817, three men and nine women of the 
class of incumbles had been permitted to attend divine service. 
Dr. TuthiU gave permission for all patients of this department 
to attend who were not likely to disturb the eon|;regation. Those 
who attended occasionally, expressed great satisfiiction on being 
allowed to join in prayer, and to profit by the kind exhortations of 
the chaplain. With respect to the class of curables, the Doctor 
gave general directions toat the ctmoalesceni patients be permitted 
to attend the Sunday service, together with such other patients as 
he fihould think proper to send from time to time, whilst their 
jnsaniU continued. In conformity with these directions, 28 men 
ftnd 36 women of the curable class that were under his care, 
attended divine service. Four- fifths were convalescent when they 
(legan ; and as the Doctor's patients very rarely remain more than 
pne month after their convalescence was already established, each 
pf them on an average attended Sunday service thrice previous to 
their discharge. These patients, he states, also expressed great 
satisfiiction op being allowed to join in prayer^ and to profit by 
the exhortations of the chaplain. The remaining fifth part who 
iittended divine worship had done so in their insane state; and the 
Poctor found that the attendance did not in the smhllest desree tend 
to change tb^ir hallucinations, or to remove their disorder. Two had 
jpdeed been so excited as to render it necessary to prohibit their atf 
tendance. Some of these patients had been discharged uncured, and 
the rest continue insane in the hospital. Th^se facts and observations 
aeena to authorize the conclusion that th^ Sunday service, as at present 
performed, may be safely continued, and bo suffered to form a pcrma* 
nent part of the establishment. The trials made on patients in their 
insiine state, lead to the conclusion which the Doctor formerly express- 
ed, nnmely,Tliat attendance on divine worship is not a mode of 
J^ml^g insanity; but in stating^ this, the Doctor observes, ^^ I do 
not mean tq assert that more extended observation can never prove 
this copclnsion to be f|dse; and it would therefore be more 
accurate tp state, that there is no method at present known to the 
profession, of applying religious instruction successfully in the cure 
pf insanity. £xperin|ents tliat piigbt be calculated to «isc^rti|in the 
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existence of any such metkod, cannot be peribrmed with tbe same 
freedom as experiments in natural philosophy, Irhere the ma- 
terial may without scruple be transmuted, the inachiaery destroyed, 
and the operations diversified and multiplied, ad libitum^ with new 
subjects. Here the operation being on human subjects, we arc 
not warranted in hastily trying; (experiments that may endangper the 
safety of those entrusted to our care. If, says the (joctor,' *^ it be 
asked why none of the fifty-three patients who attended divine 
service in a convalescent state were permitted to attend in their 
insane state, I answer, that I conceire myself already possessed of 
means by which j oould probably restore them, (an opinion justified 
by the event) and therefore 1 aid not venture to subjebt them to 
what I 8U6i>eGted might preyent or retard their recovery. ' 

Dr.Tothill does not tnink himself justified in taking upon himseir 
alone the r^ponsibility attendant on further experiments; but if 
the rorernors of the cWitr should be desirous that further trials 
should be made with the patients thdt' are supposed to be curable, 
whilst in an insane state, he expresses his willingness to multiply 
them, so as to arrive ultimately at truth. Anattempt t6 apply the 
reg'niations of private lunatic establishments to the ^ov^rniiient 
of Bethlem Hospital, he considers absurd, the institutions being 
totally dissimilar in their nature ; the patients bein^ admitted into 
the hospital in the tarfy stages of the disease, and retained in 
it only a Untiled time. The* Doctor observes, " That if It should 
be true that relfgroti or its forms can be applied medieinnffy to 
disorders of the mind, it may not fbllow that the most pure (ind 
rational forms are best suited to that purpose ; for whaf i^ Food to 
the sancj is not medicine to the diseased, bat on the contrary, dii;- 
order must be commonly met by counter-disorder." ** Hence/' says 
he, ''we need not be surprised if some of the striking peruliaritirs 
(to use a gentle term) of the Quaker meetings seeni to have had 
more efiect over the minds of lunatics than have ever been observed 
from the ra/tdrra//y pious and decent observances of the Church of 
England." Whatever the decision of the special court of governors 
on this important subject may be, the doctor expresses a hope that 
they will never doubt the propriety of contint^ing to invest the 
physicians with the contrt>l they at present possess, — a control that 
might be dangerously exercised in other hands. The Director of 
|i principal lunatic establishment (noticed by the select Committee) 
observes, *<That the motive of the insane in desiring a private 
interview with a minister of religion, is in itself insane ; and that 
reliffiotts melancholies experience an increase of disease, and a more 
•confirmed delusion, by this special spiritual indulgence." If autho- 
rities were wanted in flivour of those limitations at present observed 
in the attendance of the patients on Sunday-service at Bethlem 
Hospital, Dr. Tuthill observes, ^' I would willingly advert to the 
opiiuons implied and expressed of the virtuous and intelligent 
Howard. ^ When the character of this truly greqt man is consi- 
dered,— his deep sense of the general value and necessity of religious 
exercise, we cannot but feel assured that he would have been most 
eager to recommend the extension of those exercises even to the 
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insaaCy had be eonceired it to be either proper or practTcable ; and 
when, in pleading for coasecrating a room in every lunatic esta« 
bliBhnnent to the purposes of religion, he expressljr limits its use 
with (he insane, to be for the recaverii9g patients; and declares 
that he knows no way of beneficiallj ext^noing it to those who are 
laboarine under alienation of mind. This testimony is not to be 
treated slightly. His patience, sagacity, and deep attention to the 
subject, as well as his noble and sacrtxl devotion to the alleviation 
of human misery, entitle him to quite another deference than that 
Me owe to an ordinary observer." 

An intelligent and an active governor of the Hospital, not being 

able to make up his mind, from the reports of the pnysicians, as to 

the propriety of introducing regular religious worship, requested a 

dignitary of the Church of England to peruse them with attention, 

and to favour him with his candid opinion of the subyect. To 

this application the Reverend gentleman replied :— ^^ I much (ear, 

in any stage of insanity, the patients would be liable to misapply 

the instruction intended to be aiforded them ; and I agree witn 

Dr. Tuthill, that the only chance of arriving at the truth is, bv 

multiplying experiments ; at the same time the cases would s6 differ 

from each other, that it would recjuire a long, a yety long time 

before any just and accurate conclusion could be formed, and i think 

with him, that the experiments should be made with tlie greatest 

caution. Of course I must differ from Dr. Monro, who wisltes them 

to have service three times in a week. I have no doubt it haa 

happened to you, as it has frequently to me, in the course of my 

paKtoral labors^ that persons have applied to themselves personalty^ 

wliat I have mentioned, and intended to be understood as general 

instruction, and have sometimes mistaken the sense I meant ta 

convey. If then this happens, which it frequently does, to persona 

ef sound mind and intellect, how much reason have we to foar, 

and how much more caution is necessary,, when we are addressing 

those, whose rational faculties are impaired, and who are very likely 

to be influenced by strong and wrong impressions. The chapkiin to 

such an institution will have a very arduous task, and certainlj 

ought never to take upon himself to act, but under the directions of 

the physicians ; and even then it will require greater judp^ment and 

caution than most men possess: to frame his discourse for such an* 

audience, in my humble opinioO) he should be full as intent in not 

doini*^ harra^ as \fi trying to do good. It appears that such an 

institution should have a chaplain, but at the same time great care' 

should be obseri'ed in selectinap a person for such impoi*tant duties ; 

and perhaps Dr. Tuthill is right, when he says, that what is at 

present performed may be safely persisted in, and that any netv 

experiments should be cautiously made^ The aberrations of mind, 

J have always understood, in persons so alHicted, are so frequent, 

that no dependence whatever can be placed upon them; — ^the same 

instruction which could afford them comfort to-^day, if offered them 

to-morrow might produce a very different effect.'* 

The view the learned physicians of the institution have taken of 
this very interesting subject, is more superficial, and their in* 
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ferences note puerile than we should have expected frotn the pen 
of the apothe<!lir^, or indeed the secretary himself, who is totally 
unacquainted with mental diseases. With respect to the roi?« 
stitutional treatment of insanity, the exciting causes of the malady 
may be of little consequence; but with respect to the mental 
treatment, much, very much must depend upon the cause which 
brought the disease into iiction. If the morbid excitement of the 
brain be produced by pecuniary embarrassment, failures lit specula-^ 
lions, or persecutions, the pure doctrines of Christianity, during 
lucid intervals or progress of convalescence, by cheering and 
strengthening the mind, most prove a most powerful auxiliary to 
medicine ; for how completely go they render us superior to cala- 
mities, poverty, pain, disease, and even death itself! They smooth 
the rugged paths of life, and soften what is fierce, by promoting 
a humble submission to the decrees of heaven, and a cheerful 
contentment with our lot in this transitory existence. Christianity, 
more than any other religion, teaches us that life is a state of 
probation, and consequently that it must be checquered with good 
and evil in order to form a school of wisdom, in which virtue may 
be disciplined for the fruition of eternity, and that occurrences 
we may deem misfortunes, are intended for our benefit. When 
aberration of intellect is the consequence of the operation of any 
religions doctrines, or a wantof confidence in the mercies of the 
Creator, the propriety of religious instruction duringlucid intervals^ 
or on the appearance of convalescence, is a ve^nice point to 
determine. If the malady wasbrought on by the wild doctrines of 
the sensible operations of grace and foith, as preached by some 
dissenting ministers, it seems reasonable to suppose that a proper 
explanation of the doctrines of the New Testament would powerfully 
tend to quiet the brain, and .restore reason to her throne. This 
should be introduced as a mltoita/ exercise of the mind^ in a manner 
so as not to excite irritation, or confuse the intellects. The dis^- 
euBsion of subjects of doctrinal uncertainties should be avoided, and 
such discourses should lie adopted as are calculated to inspire a 
rational and elevated piety, the principles of which consist in the 
love of God, and gooo-'wiU towards mankind. When insanity is 
the consequence or close application of the mind to deep researches 
or intricate calculations, religion/ by ennobling and oieering the 
mind, may also be serviceable, unless indeed the subject was 
metaphysics, in which the propriety of relij^pous instruction is very 
questionable. The pure doctrines of Christianity are so simple and 
so productive of comfort to a disturbed imagination, that we are 
inclined to believe that whatever the exciting cause of the disease 
may be, they may prove beneficial. The mind of curable maniacs 
is in general very ardent, and when advanced in convalescence, it 
is generally engaged on one subject. Instead therefore of oc- 
cupying it with an object from which it cannot be easily diverted, 
we should amuse it with a variety, in order to counteract 
any disinclination to entering the society of rational people, which 
is absolutely necessary to render its recovery permanent. 
ThjB subscribers to Betbiem Hospital are composed of members of 



.T>'SAiic?Y.] .The Ga::eiU of Health. 121 

-the difer^nt regions, and i\i grraf eril iroold be tliat in case tTiV 
cnminiti^e we^e taaipree cht the prppricty of appointing a re^^ular 

chaplain to the tostitation, eadi mt would endeavour to bring in 
a clen^ynuiii of their own pnrsuasion.-^^If the majority of votes 

J (should be in ihvour of one of the higfa^church, or what is termed a 
ranting metfaodist, would n«t his doetrinaa of ^race, faith, working; 
of the Spirit, and etctnal damnation, be productive of the ni(i$t 
iM?riou8 mischief? would the^ not indeed convert the curaBles into 
incurables, and the placid incurables into violent maniacs ? Herc^, 

,hy seeking to avoid one rock, the governor^ would split on another, 
l^he bigotry, superstition, and enthusiasm of another sect would 

•also be ibore Hkely to aggravate the disease, and render recovery 

-doubtful, ^beihg in themselves if not partial insanity, certainly very- 
nearly allied to it. The discourses on religion should be varied 

, occording to the state of convalescence, the exciting cause, and the* 

.di^pOfiitiona und indinations they betrayed during their insane 
periods; and, if the patients be of any other persuasion, jt would 

• be highly injudicious to touch on Cliristianity. 

Dr. Tuthiirs remark on the influence of certain pecgliarities of a 
very worthy sect of Christians, is, in our opinion, very puerile.-^)f 
peculiarity oc eccentricity amuse or quiet the mind of an insane 
subject, ' unless he be of the persuaiiion, what is the inference ? If, 
al first, it should excite attention, is the continuance of it likely to 
render the patient rational ? In the treatment of bodily complaints, 
we roui4t atte^^l to peculiarities; but tbe old maxim, ^^whatisone 
man's fi^od is another mau's poison," does not apply to treatment 
of mental diseases, where the object is to counteract irrational 
. action. His allusion to what he has been pleased miYi//^ to term 
striking peculiarities of the Quakers, is very indecorous ; and we 
nre not a Uttle surprised that the Committee sliould have allowed 
it to appear in their printed report8.»---No sect of Christians evince 
\i\ their deportment the influence of the religion of our ^faviour in 
a higher de^ee than this respectable class of society. — TheSie 
striking pecu}iaHties at any rate do not disorder their intellects, 
(or we believe they are less subject to insanity than any other sect^ 
and? on trying occasions, thejr minds in general are cool and col- 
lected. In tb^ir general conduct, they are humble and correct; 
0fld their contributions to charitifM of crery description, are in pro* 

' portion to their ipeans. — Surely then tbat religion should not be 
ridiculed as liad, whiah teaches man to be good. 

To render religion beneficial or harmless to maniacs, it is nece9^ 
aary it should be varied .according to the eicciting cause of the 
ffualady, and the state of convalescence. No person can therefore 
be so competefit to the important office of administering it, as thel 
phvaicians themselves. Ur. Tuthill was originally educated for the 
Church ; and Dr. Monro, in bis Dissertation on Itelirion, has given 
sufficient evidence of his competency to administer religious instruct 
lion. The object of the institution fs to strciigthen the mind ; and 
therefore, as^ Dr. Tuthill justly considers it^ in a medicinal point of 
view. It is the physicians alone that can determine when the patient 
is in a proper stale of mind to fcceiyo instruction, and from it^ieffect^ 
yoL. IV. * ' * 
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«< the time (a detehtoine if it shoidd ht oantinned. The ofic6, so Ar 
I mm deroffatio^ from their dignity as physictaos and fellows of the 

Soyal College, would raise tlrnn in the estimation of good or tc^ 
fleeting men. In eUseH of emergency, we hare often exercised the 
office of a ciergynen ; and, in every instanoe, we derived as mach 
consolation as the patients who were on the veive of eternity. 

In order to demonstrate with precision the influence of the difc 
ferent religions on the mind, we would recommend the physicians, 
when they register the cases, to specify the sect to which the 
patient belongs. This will afford a proper basis for a more rational 
discussion of this highly important subject. 

DROPSY of the H&AD.^Dr. Yeates, late of Bedford, a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians, the Medical Societift of Edin- 

gbprgh and Dublin, and the Historical Society of New York, late 
bysician to a Lunatic Asylum, and Ordinary Physician to His 
race the Duke of Bedford, has publish^, undei* the title of ^ An 
Appendix to a Pamphlet on the ^rly Symptoms of Water in the 
Brain,'' ten cases of affections of the head and stomach, whidi he 
thinks illustrate the doctrines he has broached in the said pamphlet 
of the cause of water in the brain. In bis adrertisement, the 
learned Doctor states, that ^^ the ikvourable manner in which the 
profession received his firjit pubHcation, an(| fbe appeals they bare 

Siade to their own experience of its fctality, as confirming the 
octrines he wishes stroi^gly to impress upon the minds of those 
who have the management of young people, and the apparently 
trifling nature of the early symptoms, witn their apparent want of 
connection with the ultimate stage of the disfpse whicn so ffeguently 
proves fatal, haye induced him to publish an Appendi>(. He triiata 
that his intelligent readers will, from inductive reasoning, see tlint 
the })robability is, that the cases which he has cured, wonM have 
terminated in very sserious diseases, connected with watery effusion in 
the brainy had not such s^ treatment been adopted as tended tq 
obviate the morbid impressions, which a neglected derangenient in 
the action of the digestive organs will lyMst coiqmonty prodqee.** In 
detailmg the particulars of the cases, the Doctor professes to have 
.;^ produced facts unsophisticated bj ant pre-conceived notions.'^ 
But he has discovered^ i^ that when the qiind is actively engaged iq 
pursuits, and is intent upon the objects of its prolessional enquiries, 
]t is impossible not to reason^ and in reasoning not toiheariteV^ 
After noticing the oQces of the stomach and duodenum, and the 
'^ beautiful arch of the colon,*^ and boldly asserting that the gall 
bladder is a reservoir for bite, the bladder Ibr urine, and the colon 
for the fasces ; the learned Autiiqr observes^ ^^ 'fhere is another 
point of view too in which / coni^ider the functions <if the rntest^ne^, 
and in which probabljf there may h^ some NoyEtTv, but which 
appears to me to be established by facts. The whole tract pi the 
intestines is a great secreting surface, not only for supplying imocas 
^ for bibrication to facilitate the transmission of their contents, but 
their exhalent vessels and glands discharge parts noxious or useless 
to the constitution, similar to the kidneys, skin, and lungs. It is 
^ verjr probable, however, considering the peculiar functions of the 
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dhiodeaiuB, that die secretioiis from its ([laadB, which are naraerous* 
in iU.upper part, are more immediately intended fix* the purposes of 
the digestive process, which is more complicated here than in the 
firsi stomach I " That the principal office of the colon is to separate 
from the blood the imparities conveyed to it by the absorbents in 
the general process of mutation, is an opinion that vte gave in ^ 
noticing the doctrines of Mr, Abernetby, about eighteen months * 
since* If the learned Doctor supposes thai the internal surface of 
the intestinal canal secretes a mucus to^cilifate the transmission of 
its contents (rather for its protection) is a new idea, he will find, o% 
raferring to any apothecary, that it is as old as the Hippocratic 
systeesv Another, fiict which the Doctor considers a novelty, is a 
point which he thinks has not been attended to with sufficient 
consideration and euquiry, th^ constipated state, into which the 
intestines relapse after a ]3urntive!!*' He adds, that it will 
*^ accordingly be found. that, in the cases he has detailed, almost all 
of them had taken Qceasional purgatives to remove the precept 
uneasiness of constipation, yet nevertheless fell into that state of 
disease, requiring the aid di powerful medical treatment ! *' To Hie 
Grace the Duke of Bedford the lucubrations of. hi^ ordinary 
Phvsician must appear wonder&illy great ! 

f he following case (the tirst on the Author^s list) we select opr 
account of its aVbrdiag stronger evidence in &vour of his suppof 
sition than any of the rest 

^ J. R., aged 22 vears, on the Doctor^s firiit visit, (July SGth^ 
1815) compUined of almost constant k<?ad-ache ; the paia sitiiate()r 
at the back part of the head, sometimes attended with a throbbing 
sensation; she was feverish in the evenings when the head-^che 
became worse, with flushing in the fiice at the liiTie.— Tlie appetite 
was good^ and she made no complaint of thirat-r-the tongue wa^. 
white and clammy from an unusual tenacity, •f ithe spittle— 4|ie 
bowels were torpiid, and the evacuations of a very, dark cploiiy* p— 
but several weeks before a spontaneous diarrlHea tc^me out, whenr 
t^ evacuations were observed to be very whilie^ The pain of tb» 
head was increased by stooping, moving, or coughing; she bad 
frtqutntly a ringing in her ears ; H an (bet were al waj^s ' very cold ; 
the pulse sev.entv, foeble ; the urine not pariicuhrJy bigb Qoloured,« 
but deposited a lateritious sediment. — Sm b^d been cjupped in the 
bcicfc of the neck, and leeches had been applied 4a the temples ; but 
she did not derive any benefit from them* Several week# .before, 
her head w}is shaved, and three bUstecs in succession were applied 
as each healed. The most relief had becfi obtained from thi^Ke, but. 
sometimes the head-ache has spontaneously remitted; and whenever 
this ha4 been the case, she had observed the bowels to be mori^ 
w^ubr in their action. ShV had menses rc^-ujarly, but alwa^-js 
With .pain; she bad taken a variety of medicines. Mercuni^ 
ointment had been rubbed ip for one nu>.nth in the spring, when the 
mouth hacnme.so.re» and was kept bo for iinpther month. At the 
time i first eaw her, she had a seton in the neck> which wpls iuswtj^ 
ifk Ibe fireceding March; but no jiermanent benefit had bef^n 
4eniv(4 icom f^ thing. The physician whp had >^tte^4^ h^, 
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^Tc It as his opinion, that it was a case of wirter in Ihe brafft j anrf' 
Iio qtiitted her in* consequence of it?^ not yielding to the usual mode of 
trcslting the disease. I was sent ^ from London to gee hei*, aftd' 
went down to the county of Berks on the 25th of July, 1818, and , 
ibund her in the situation ahove described. The complaints bad 
commenced about one year and a half ago> ivith pain in the right 
' side under the ribs, which increased so much asto require cupping, 
leeches, and blisters. This pain was accompanied with uneasiness 
across the chest, difficulty ol*^ breathing, and severe cough. At tiiat 
tfme the head first became pained, and has continued to be trouble- 
f^me ever since — the bowels were also obstinately costive. This' 
ttt'die continued with various degrees of intensity for six months;' 
the side and epigastric region being very tender to* the touch, she 
was so reduced as to be carried from the bed to the sofo. Im- 
meftiately previous to this attack, hard knots or tumors appeared in 
different parts of the body, which at first discharged blood, but' 
afterwards' blood mixed with matter. The tumors had the ap** 
peatancc of a carbuncle; the^ healed aljhe conclusion of this 
attack, and have not appeared since. During this painful state, 
she was occasionaNjf affected with a convulsive agitation of the 
rjo^ht arm ; since this time the bowels have been a/wavs costive,- 
wlth occasional returns of pain in the right side. She bad always 
been previously in ffood health, with r^gi/Zor bowels/' The treat*: 
ment the Doctor aappted in this cas6 we aball also give in his own- 
words, except th^ prescription, which we shall take the liberty to 
translate into plain Englisn, for the instruction or amaseoicnt of our 
non-medical readers. 

^^ Let the feet be bathed every night with warm water, with som9 
,<aU and mustard in it. Regulate the diet both in quantity and 
quality — a small quantity only of animal food — little or no wine. 
The seton withdrawn." 

- ^^ During menstruation, if attended with pain, she may take at 
bed-time the following pill. 
^Purdtipium powdcreo^ one grain ; antimonial powder, two grains. 

Mix. 

^^ Two of the following pillfl to be taken every morning and noon : 

^ Take of extract of hops, half a drachm; socotrine aloe, IcDograins; 

*' sulphate of potagis (commonly termed Sal Polychrest) half a 

• drachm. To be well rubbed together, and with simple syrup to 

be formed into a mass, and divided into twelve pills." 

The learned Doct6r adds an annotation — that the sal polychrest 
tiliould be in fine powder ! 1 ^ 

*^ A. saline draught, with a scruple of sulphate of potass^ was* 
taken 6 very night at bc*d-time, iit a state of effervescence ; «nd threo 
2^'aind of mercurial pill, and two of extract of hemlock, «vOry other* 
nig;lit ; leeches to be applied, when the head^-ache is severe. I did 
tipt visit this patient a second time, but I corresponded with h^ 

Srofessfonal attendant, Mr. CollJson, surgeon and apothMarf of 
Tewport Pa^uell, utider whose imaiedtute superintondanck Ibo 
principles of the ^bovc plan w^re steadily punsued* On the first of 
^Optttmlier Iwas (nibrmed that ^Mi«s*J« i(# bad iMNiofitod hj^kn^ 
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medical treatiaeiit, Mai that %i\\\ hcrliead is very much affected : 8h#^ 
baa diftcontinucd her medicines about a week; she was yesterday- 
obiff^ to have recourse to the leeches for the wei<^ht and pressure 
in the bead; the appetite is good, and she is evidently gaining, 
strength; but she is for a time better, and then becomes much worse. 
She wishes to know whether I wish her to continue on the same* 
plaD, or prescribe differently. ' *' — The following prescription was 
forwarded : 

Take of distilled water, half an ounce; sulplmte of potass, half a 
drachm ; compound decoction of aloes, six fluid drachms. Mix, 
and to-be taken every morning. 
Take of prepared calomel and ipecacuana powder, of each a grain ; 
extract of bops, three grains ; powdered opium, half a grain. — 
Make one pill, to be taken every night. 

^^ On the l^th of October following, I had the pleasure to receive 
a letter containina^ the following paragraph : — ^ I feel very happy in 
relating ikvourabfy of Miss J. R. ; she has much longer intervals of 
health than she has bad for these two years past : but still there are 
slight returns of the pain in the head. Sue has discontinued her 
medicines a fortnight, but with no unfavourable symptoms return- 
ing : it was by my advice she discontinued them, purposely to sec 
if any relapse would take place, or rather to witness whether her 
present health depended upon the continuance of her medicines ; 
and I am glad to say^ that I consider it evidently arising from an 
improved state of the digestive organs.' I have been lately in- 
formed (December 1818) by the same gentleman, that she remained 
nearly in good health for some time, but that she has since had a 
relapse from a faulty action of the powers of digestion, and that the 
adoption ofsimilar.remedies proved favoui*able! !*' 

** Tbe serious irritation which existed in the digestive organs, 

and in which the liver largely partook, had produced a very painful 

impression on the brain ; and the irregular intestinal actions, with 

the vacillating morbid secretions, sometimas white and sometimes 

very dark, smired largely in the production of this alarming state* 

lliese irregular actions being frequently repeated, and the conse« 

quent irritation of the brain often racurrin^, l^atl most probably 

caused a morbid vascularity* or a chronically inflamed state there ; 

ultimately a thickening of the membranes of the brain, or an effusion 

of water into its ventricles, would have been the result ; hence u 

fotal termination would have taken place, or great corporeal, dis*^ 

tress, with a- degenerated state of the' inteUectual powers, would 

bave supervened ! ! 1 The most powerfal remedies had been used, 

salivation blisters^ setoas as evacuants to the head; but little bene-^ 

fit however was <lerived, until gradually alterative and exciting 

medteines were had recourse to,- for tooMingthe irritatieu'of tbe 

digestive' organs, eorreeiih'g the secretions, aad* giving a^hsahhy 

ej^^tiemeni tothe-tolestifiai eenaLttf* ; . ; ^ . • - i .. 

In this ease we cannot discover one symptom of an effustonrof 

abater Haviiig taken 'plitoe in Ihb veiltricles'or the brUin, or, asilhe 

.author states, fit the-braiw; dr^asy «vitipl0ai/ denotiag a prtdi^piK^ 

aiticnl to the diseaaey . Hr what ram he ietraoed premsiiiitery; 't6m 

case wu^ evidently morbid excitability of tbe br^tn and mtfnbg 
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system, more from uterine tban froiii hepatic irriCation. There was 
inflammatory exeilement of the membrane coverinf^ the lirer and 
the pleura, common attendants on such sflfecttons; and if the 
Doctor had not had recourse to bleeding and blislerir^, it might 
have tenninated in pulmonary consumption. The small tomofs^ 
which the learned E>oetor 'scientifically terms ^^ hard kn^it^^ were 
evidently boils. These were of a critical nature, and therefere 
suppuration should have been promoted. Thev were deeidedly 
lieneficial ; and instead of stating they disappeared on the symptoma 
of water on the brain terminating, it would have been more correct 
to have observed, '^ that the excitement of the brain, liver, and 
lungs, terminate in the boils/' Had it have been a case of watec' 
in the brain, or what is termed dropsy of the brain, either incipient 
or advanced, we think every medical man of experience and obser- 
vation will affree with us in pronouDcing tlie treatment that had 
been adopted by the physician who attended the patient befiire Dr. 
Yeates '^ wan seni for from London^ and zoeni to see in Buchy^ 
was more judicious than that which was adopted by Dr. Yeates; 
and had the case been water in the brain, the Doctor^s remedies 
would have proved mere placeboes ; and if, under such mild treat- 
ment, a patient with the disease in question should recover, it 
would have been one of those, cases which, as Mr. Aberncthy ob« 
serves, would terminate well at any rate. 

^Vhen Dr. Yeates first gave his opinion that it was a case of 
water in the brain, we are surprised thai Mr. CoUison, who the 
Doctor says is an aMe soigeon, should not have set him right. — 
The case terminated fiivourably, and the learned Doctor had the 
credit of curing a disease which is generallv considered incurable. 

The Doctor, besides the honour of holding the appointnent of 
ordinary physician to the Duke of Bedford, 1ms had the honour of 
attending Her Serene Highness the Princess of Salms, whose case 
he pronounced to be water in the brain.- In this case, a similar 
moae of treatment succeeded, and the doctor had the credit of drain- 
ing royal brains of water. On this interesting ease the Doctor ob- 
serves, ^^ The varied morbid action^ sympethiaing in other parts 
with: the irritated digestive organs, was beatttiftMi/ exemplified in 
ks 'vacillating^om the lungs to the brain at different times. When 
the lungs sympathiaed with the iiTttated brain, a cdufffa was very 
Iroufalesome dnring the day and night, with a small pulse as qnick 
as 121 in a minute ; when the brain synspalhtaed, tne p«ilse was 
as low as 69, being reduced to one half the number exactly, full and 
intermitiing I ** Thus it appears, in the learned Doctor^s opinion, 
the lungs sympathiaed witn the sympathetically affected brain, in 
irUch case the sympathetic aflaction of tluit organ decreased 1 1 bnl 
when the sjrnpatbetic afection of the lunn subsided, the morbid 
irritabilitgr of .the heart also subsided!! iThia ia the reasoning 
of all theorists who make fiicts bend to iheir pne-conoeived ^ypo«i 
theses* 

In one case to which lli^ Doctor ^ waa sent Jbr from Jjondon and 
treat to Tunbridge Wella to saCt'* he ardeced, besides the uaaal 
aperient nsedieinea, &c; tern drops of the fallowing mixture to bo 
iaktn inrica a day. 
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Tftk# (yTst^el wine half an ounbe$ aromatic Bpirst of ammonia^ vuU 

gUrfy teill^d Msl volatile, two drachms. Mix. 

A ebeoiist would fiuppo^e that the Uam^i doctor was not aware 

that the iron in the wihe id held in solution by an acid ; and^ of 

.courae, that by the addition. of the aromatic spirit of amraoaia, it 

.would be precipitated. But we munt not Suppose that a learned 

Fellow of the iioj^al Colle^i^e of Physicians can w ignorant of so im« 

Krtant a brai^ch of medicine as chemistry. -'-^One of a corporate 
dy loO) who declares the Licentiates (Graduates of the Scotdh 
.UniTersities) to be only quulifled to attend simple cases of disease, 
and who have agreed to discountenance the attendance of an apo« 
thecary at the bed-side of a patient, and to send prescriptions to the 
shops of druggists, in preierencc to apothecaries. — So far however 
we will dare to say, that the practice of Doctor Yeates, t^ wbiuh 
.be declares many of hi.s patients are indebted for their recovery, is 
as disproportionate to the disease for which he recommends it, as 
the roost ignorant apothecary could suggest ; and his work alto- 
gether as contemptible as any that has appeared on mediciae fiwm 
either an apothecary or surgeon within the last century. 

For the '' favourable manner in which the profesiion have 
feteived his 6pst work,'' he refers his readers ^^ to the Medieal 
Repository for 1815, and the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal/* Does the learned Doctor suppose that those, works 
speak the sentiments of the profession at large? Favourable 
reviews of the most contemptible works have crept into them ; but 
* we may venture to sa^', as long as they are edited by the present 
conductors, tio such impositions will be practised on thetr sub- 
scribers. But why has he thought proper not to refer his readers to 
^mother respectable review, the London Medical and Physical 
fFonmal? ouch a reference would not have answered the Ooctor^s 
purpose!! 

if the proftssioti really wish to suppress quackerv, the memben 
should discard all unwortky practices, and exercise tne art holiesthrt 
or at leost as much for the corporeal benefit of their patients, as mt 
their own peconiary advantage. To magnify the danger of a ma* 
lady, or to give it a formidable name, merely for the sake of leadiii^ 
the patient or bis firieiidi to suppose that a wonderful cure has been 
eflfected, is, of all empirical practices, the most despicable. 

PRUSSIC ACID.-^Dr. Grativille, an ordinary physician to tke 
Duke of Clarence, licensed b}' the colle^ to practise in simple cases 
pf disease, physkian^ccwtchtur to the Westminster Dispensaty, an^ 
^who, to the imposing initials of M.D. can add those of F.R.S. 
F. JL.S. and M. R. I. , has lately published a work under tbe title of 
'' Fiirther observations on the internal use of the Prussic acid (lately 
tertned, tyyOay Lussac, th<^ hydro-cyanic acid) in pulmonary coip- 
pkmits, ohr^ic catarrh, ipasmbdic cough, asthma, hooping c6ugh, 
and aome other dieeoaeft.^' In his adveitisenieiit, the Doctor claims 
the credit of h^virtg f}i^ excited the attention of the medical brofes- 
siot) to this active remedy, and therefore he considers himself pledged 
to ikem fWr fut^tb^r inibi^mation. Sanguine as his erpectacions were 
as to this remiidy on ^s first noticing it/ he declares, that his sobse- 



I 
I 



128 The Gazette of Health, [p&vssic aci». 

iiuent experience bas surpassed them! The effects of the Prussic acid 
in allaying nervous excitement were noticed by uk, and by the editors 
of other journals, beforqfthe Doctor's account of it appeared in this 
country; and we stand indebted to Dr. Magendie, of Paris, for our 
first knowledge of it. The name of Prussic acid was given to this ar- 
ticle by the celebrated chemist, Guyton de Morveau. Scheele, a ce- 
lebrated Swedish chemist, was the first who obtained the acid from 
Pru^sian blue in such purity as to enable him to examine its chemical 
properties. Ga^ Lussac obtained it in bo concentrated a state, that 

.the small quantity of one drop applied to th^ tongue, or even to the 
end of the nose« destroyed life instantaneously. The following 

'method of preparing the acid by Vanquclin, is generally adopted 
by the French chemists, and is introduced into the new French 
Pharmacopceta: 

** Into a solution of two ounces of prassiate of mercury, in sixteen 
ounces of water, pass as much sulphuretted hydrogene gas as will 
decompose the salt, leaving an excess of the gas; separate the suU 
phuret of mercury by filtration, and heat the filtered liquor with an 
excess of subcarbonate of lead; shake the bottle until the excess of 

' snlphiiretted hydrogene be absorbed, and filter the liquor for use,** 

' The pitxluce is a dilute Prussic acid, which, in the hands of cautious 
practitioners, is a safe and no doubt in cases of inflammatory e^«« 
citement of nerves, a valuable remedy. Parkes directs the Prussic 
acid to be made by separating it from Prussian blue, by means of the 

' sulphuric acid ; but the method we have found to be the most simply, 

' and for medicinal >purposes the best, because it is not only pure, but 
always of the same strength (which for an internal remedy of such 
))otency are of the first importance) is, by decomposing the Prussiate 
of potass by sulphuric acid. -^Of three ounces of the dilute acid 
obtiincd from two ounces of the Prussiate of potass, from one to 
two drops may be administered two or three times d day. We 

* have, in several of our back numbers, ^oticed the peculiar powers 
of this acid in lessening nervous excitement, and of course in di<» 

^'minishing the action of the heart, and reducing the temperature of 

[^ the system; and it is to these efl'ects that the benefit it produces in 

"- nervous and inflammatory afleetions of the lungs and other parts of 
the body, are to be attributed; and to those accounts. Dr. Granville 

, bps not been able to make any addition in his further observations; 
indeed, those of our readers who may think proper to refer to his 

*work, will think with ourselves that the learned. Doctor is moie 

indebted to us for his further observations, particularly the diseases 

to the cure of which it is applicable, and the mode of administering 

it, than to bis own experience, 

' In the iiervous affections, for which we,bave recommeuded the scid* 

' as thi: tic dolortux, locked jaw, &c., tba Doctor has tibe modesty to 

; confess that he had had no opportunity of giving it a trial. 

Irf prescribing tlip acid, the Doctor, oUerveSi •* care shoidd be 

. taken not to associate i.t Witli substunces^.whicb are known to 

decompose it, or which are decon^posed by its action. In this 

'respect the medicinal Prussic acicJ is. not singular; lor it i» a 



pjmssic ACID.] 'The\Gazett€ of HeaUh. 129 

. matter of *the Oral fanportance. iiarer to^ lose sight of ibe cheibic^l 
affinities pf every medicine we prescribe. The Prussic acid is 
soluble in water^ and is not. decomposed by any of the vegetable 
substances. It may therefore, be given in vegetable infusions, and 
^syrups may. be added if necessary. Jt decomposes most of the 
salts usually employed in medicine, particularly those of antimony 
aiid soda; ai|diCai|not therefore be used in combination with them 
,ei their before pr aftes^;its.9ii;ecti[(^n into the stomach/* 

*' it should also be recollected, that at a high temperature the 
Prussic acid is decoraposecl^ hence the simple combinations of thb 
acid, rand .the Farioiis bases :Called PrussiateSy.ceaae to be such if they 
.be dried at a high degree of l^eat, 90 aa .to?4^prive tbeiti of all the 
water present, witliout which the acid cannot e^isU" 

** The Prussic acid combines with the alkalies and earths, but its 
afiinity to theni is inconsiderable; for as the acid is so liable to 
decomposition, t^e constitMtion of the triple compounds it forms is 
easily subverted." 

** Magnesia iq dissolved but in. small quantities by the Prussic acid, 
and again soon precipitated. .With ammonia it forms a peculiar 
salt, which mignt.be used with advantage as a medicine. In cases 
where, the Prussic acid :has, been given in too great a dose, the 
ammonia has been suggested as the best me^ns of neutralizing it; but 
pn this subject^" observes the Doctor, *' J- have two observations to 
make. l*he first, that the acid .is' so rapidly absorbed^ when once 
taken, that little expectatiop can be formed of the ammonia finding 
it in the stomach; and the secoqd> that when ammonia has been 
used immedu^tely after taking die acid, in order to diminish its 
bighly. sedative power, the addition of the alkali did not seem to 
correct the effects of the former medicine.*' 

** The Prussic acid," he thinks, ** cannot be administered in com- 
bination with any of the sulphurets, which it has the property of 
decomposrag« The affinity of the Prussic acid for the alkalies is so 
weak, that even carbonic acid displaces it from those combinations. 
Hence the Prussic acid may be given in conjunction with the 
carbonate of potass, forming one of the most successful modes of 
prescribing it in spasmodic and hooping coughs." 

•* With tonics," he states, ." that it may be associated with real 
advantage* The watery ^nd filtered infusion of bark, cat umbo, 
caacarilla, and even sarsaparilla, quickened by a few drops of 
alcohol, will be found to answer best the intended purpose. In 
incipient pulmonary complaints, ^a strong decoction of the lichen 
ifflandicus will prove an useful addition to the acid." 

The following are the formulas under which the Doctor has 

prescribed it in the varioas complaints he has treated with the acid. 

1. In Incipient Consumption. — Take of decoction of Iceland moss, 

eight ounces; Prussic acid, eight drops; syrup of roses, half an 

ounce. Mix. Half an ounce to be taken every second hour. Or^ 

Take of almond emulsion, eight ounces; Pi^ussic acid, ten drops; 

syrup of tolu, jjalf an ounce. A table-spoonful to be taken every 

third hour. 

iroL. IV. s 
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% In Spasmodic Coughs, Hooping Co^gh, and Asthma. — Take of sub- 
carbonate of potass, fifteen grains; cochineal, eight grains; Prussic 
acid, ten drops; distilled water, six ounces. Mix. To an infitnt 
give a tea*spoonful according to the urgency of the cough. But 
to adults a table-spoonful may be given three or four times 
a day. Or, 
Take of infusion of orange peel, five ountes; Prnasic acid, eight 
drops; syrup of wormwood, one drachm. Mix. To be taken as 
the one above. 
3. In Chronic Cough with De&f/ily.— *Take of decoction of pale 
Peruvian bark, two ounces; Prussic acid, two drops; compound 
spirit of juniper, half a drachm. Mtx^ This quantity to be taken 
three times a day. 
** It is indispensibly iiecessaiy to use no other than distilled water in 
all prescriptions having the Prussic acid as one of their ingredients ; 
or decomposition of the salts contained in common water, and of the 
acid itselr,'will take place/* 

To no science is the old adage of ** a little learning is a dangerous 
thing'* more applicable than to chemistry. In one place the 
learned Doctor asserts, that the Prussic acid decom'poses ali the 
salts usually employed in medicine, particularly those ofantiniony and 
soda, and in the following pi^ he observes that its aRinity for the 
alkalies is so weak, that it may be given with the Cartomite of 
potass! ! It will, in the Doctor's opinion, decompose the sulphates 
or muriates of potass, but it will not the carbonates ! ! Admirable 
chemist! Chemical cautions from such a man most be valuable 
indeed. By the assertion that the Prussic acid is so rapidly absorbed 
after it enters the stomach, that ** little expectation can be formed of 
ammonia finding it there,'* it appears that he is as Well acquainted 
with the modus operandi of a sedative as he is with the first lessons 
of chemistry! The learned gentleman seems to have become a 
convert to the opinions of that great philosopher, and scientific 
experimentalist, Sir Everard Home, who supposes that anodvue 
medicines are speedily conveyed to the circulation, and through it 
Operates on the nervous system!! Reflecting practitioners suppose 
that this class of medicines operates on the nerves of the stomach t 
and that, by them, their peculiar efi*ects are transmitted to the 
brain, and diflfused over the nervous system ; and if this idea be 
not correct, how are we to account for the sudden manner in which 
some poisons destroy life? A drop of the concentrated Prussic acid 
applied to the nose of a dog has instantaneously proved fiital, even 
without producing a convulsion. Are we to suppose that the acid 
in such a case was absorbed and conveyed to the brain by the blood ? 
According to the learned Doctor's theory, the Prussic acid diminishes 
the nervous excitement, and increases the action of the absorbents! ! 
Admirable physiologist! ! ! This is indeed, as Dr. Yeates would 
say« somethmg new. 

The Doctor's prescription for hooping cough is an old domestic 
receipt, with the addition. of ten drops of the Pru#sic acid; in each 
dose of which, an adult will take about half a drop of the acid ! ! 
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aad a child abouli an eigbtH of a iit^W Tbia compound affords 
another proof of the Doctor's chemical knowledge The Prussic 
acid» by uniting with the potass in excess, forms the Prussiate of 
potass, and is thereby rendered inert ! Had he ordered the carhonaie 
of potass instead of the ni6*carbonate, the acid would not have 
been neutralized, the carbonic add having a greater affinity to the 
alkali than the Prussic acid. Such chemical precision we should 
not perbajps expect from a licentiate of the College. The propriety 
of administering a strong decoction of the Iceland moss, even with 
so powerful a sedative, in the first stage of pulmonary consumption, 
is much to be doubted* We have always found this medicine 
to increase the feverish state of die system, and to aggravate cough 
during what the Doctor terms the incipient stage; ana we think no 
man acquainted with the state of the lungs at this period, would 
have recourse to a <ome^ medicine. Almond emulsion we conceive 
to be a much better vi^icle for its exhibition during the inflam*' 
roatoiy or incipient stage. 

In reconwiending a remedy, a few drops of which are capable of 
destroying life as instantaneously as lightning, surely some patho* 
logical remarks, by vray of caution, were necessary ; and, as a pby« 
sician, it was incumbent on Dr. Granville to point out clearly, like a 
man of science, which a physician should be, the states of con- 
stitution, or under what circumstances it may be given with bA^ 
vantage, or otherwise. It is in cases of ioQammatory excitement of 
nerves, or what we have termed super4rritationt that this acid has 
proved beneficial, and may be administered with impunity. la 
sub-irritative cases, where no inflammatory disposition exists, or 
where the vital powers are much reduced, the dose that would prove 
serviceable in a ftuper*irritative disease, would absolutely destroy 
life in a few moments. In die last stages of asthma and con- 
sumption, the acid would, even in the smallest dose the Doctor 
recommends, soon terminate the sufferings of die patient How 
many lives have been destroyed by the ea» medicinale, in con*- 
sequence of the cases of gout not having been properly pointed out 
to the cure of which it was applicable, namely, the euper4rritative / 
In Stttv-irritative sout, or gout m a debilitated, or what Dr. Granville 
would term a j^egm^c habits it has destroyed life in a few 
hours, and that too' in the most distressing manner. So long as no 
principle is established, founded on a general knowledge qf the 
aniinai economy, and abetter acquaintance vrith the modus operandi of 
medicine, the practice of phylieians will be little better dian 
qimckery,-- the ralance, as the late Sir Walter Farquhar very justly 
observed, being greatly against the public. 

The work before us confirms the truth of a remark lately made 
by Mr. Abemethy, that physicians too frequently commence their 
career by teaching instead of learning. 

Of the nineteen cases the doctor and his ** dear friend Thomj^n^ 
have been lAle to collect, to ilkistrate the benem:ial effect of the 
Prussic .add, the following, is the most worthy of notice : 
^ To a lady aged filly, who bad, for some weeks previous tv my 
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seeing h^n been gradually Wasting wMi b'edtic fever. Incessant couj^, 
and occasional haemoptysis, I gave the Prussic «dd, beginning with 
eight drops, as the tptal quantity for twenty>four hours, and increas-> 
ing the dose, usually at the rate of one drop per day, up to twenty* 
four drops. The following was the exact form of the mixture : 
Take of Prussic acid, eight drops; almond mixture, 4 fluid ounces; 
.decoction of yellow Peruvian bark, and spear mint water, of each 

two ounces; syrup of tolu, two drachms^ Mix. A fourth part 

to be taken every sixth hour. 

*' At first the effeots seemed very promising. There was a speedy 
and a general improvement. The appetite, which had been lost, 
returned; the cough subsided; there was^ome abatement of the 
expectoration, which was manifestly puriform: the hectic fever 
and attendant perspiration abated, the sleep improved, tlie spirits of 
the patient were elated, and she became sanguine in her hope of 
recovery. I did not, however, allow myself to indulge in such 
flattering feelings; there was too much evidence of, advanced dis* 
eased organization of the lungs to waiTant any expectation of cure; 
and this was proved by the fatal termination of this case in about 
two months. After a month the Prussic acid began to disagree; 
sometimes vomiting, at other times diarrhoea occurring; the former 
efiect apparently produced by the medicine, and the latter evidently 
increiLsed on the difierent occasions of renewing the acid." 

It appears, by the composition the Doctor prescribed in this case, 
that he considers the Peruvian bark and spearmint water nearly as 
powerful a medicine as the Prussic acid. It is certainly the first 
time we have seen two ounces of spearmint water and of the decoc- 
tion of bark prescribed in an eight-ounce mixture! ! When a medi- 
cal man extols a sedative medicine as a remedy for pulmonary 
consumption, the inference is that he is ignorant of the disease that 
exists in the substance of the lungs. By diminishing irritation we 
may lessen the sufferings of the patient, and induce him to fitncy he 
is in a state of convalescence: but whac real progress do we therein 
makfe in removing the diseased structure, or in repairing the parts 
that have sustained injury? The physician acquainted with surgery 
will be aMrare that something more must be done to assist nature in 
efiectinga muttition of the diseased portion of the luiTgs. CHi this 
subject we have already dilated in our third number. In order that 
the Prussic acid nray.have a fair trial in this country, we have care* 
fully prepared a quantity of it for our professii^nal subscribers, 
which' may be obtained in* vials containing from half to ojie ounce, 
at the Medical Hall; 171, Piccadilly. It, is necessaiy to observe^ 
that in consequence of its great volatility it should be<kept iaa eool 
situation ; and as light haSiCvidently'an effect on it, the place should 
abo be dark. 

As Dr. Granville considered ** himself pledged to the profession'* 
to communicate his further observations on the medicinal virtues of 
the PjuBsic acid, in consequence of having published a brief account 
of Dr. Magendie-s experiments with it, was it not equally incumbent 
on kira^'to report his further observatiohs on the Vomic Nut-^-the 
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eiTeota of which he fto highly extolled in paralytic afTectionfs, in his 
communicatiotis to the Medical Repository during his short residence 
in Paris } Having spoken in such high tenusof the specific operation 
of that powerful poison in paralytic affections, and recommended it 
to be given to such a frightful extent, we certainly did expect to 
have met with some ** further observations " on its medicinal pro- 
perties; particularly as it has since been abandoned by the physicians 
who first gave it a triaL Those reports evince a sanguine mind as 
to the effects of remedies^ and will induce those practitioners wl^io 
are acquainted with them to disregard bis future observations. In- 
deed, after it has been ascertained that the remedy, instead of prov- 
ing beneficial, had been productive of serious mischief^ be cannot 
expect that a considerate practitioner will place implicit confidence 
in what may in future come from his pen. 

The Prussic acid vre have been in the habit of prescribing was in 
so dilute a state, that fifteen drops were equal only to one drop of 
the medicinal Prussic acid obtained by decomposing the prussiate of 
potass, recommended to the attention of our medical readers in the 
preceding pages. This preparation^ therefore, must not be given to 
the extent we have specified in the prescriptions for the dilute 
Prussic acid iu otir.back nombers. We beg our non-medical readers 
to keep in recollection, that the article, in the quantity of a few 
drops, is capable of destroying life, and that its effects should be 
watched by a skilful practitidtier. 

DISEASES OF THE LIVER— Dr. MHls of Dublin has lately 
communicated to the public, the result of his enquiries into the 
influence of diseases of the liver, on the brain, lungs, &a The 
learned Doctor brings forward a variety of cases, which, in his 
opinion, prove — Istly, that the brain if affected by disordered actions^ 
in the liver; 2dly, that affections .of the lun^s originate in the 
liver; ddly, that the heart is influenced by disease in the liver; 
4thly, that the stomach is disordered by obscure marked disorders 
of the liver; 5thly, that dysenteric afEections of the bowels are the 
effects of diseased action of the liver; 6thly, that gout often owes 
its origin to a morbid state of the liver; 7thly, that palsy originates 
in disease of the liver; dthly, that boils and affections of the 
cutaneous vessels arise from a vitiated secretion of the iiv^r; 
Othly, that derangement of the nervous system is occasioned by a 
diseased state of the liver; and lOthly, that several organs may be 
at the same time affected through the medium of the liver! I — The 
Doctor is of opinion, that practitioners often fail in curing a disease 
in consequence of directing their remedies to the secondary instead 
of the primary affection. Experience has convinced him *' that 
diseases of the liver possess a power of remaining latent^ and, as if to 
mislead the physician, of sounding considerable alarm in other 
quarters! ! ** and, like an able general, by keeping op a regular-attack 
on the strong hold of the enemy, he has paralysed his operations in 
other quarters. The liver is, in fact, the strong fortification of the 
enemy; and affections of other parts are merely false alarms. The 
following case will acquaint our readers witli the Doctor s medical 
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tactics, mod the mode of attack he has fbond tnost successful in 
defeating the obscure operations of the grim tyrant Death. 

On the dd of January, 1815, " I first risited Mr. Sw a young 
gentleman, aged 21, of a slender form and sallow complexion. He 
complained of cough, foetid expectoration, difficulty of breathing, 
and a pain in the breast boac^ which was augmented by sneezing, 
coughing, or by making a deep inspinition; these symptoms were 
of seven months* duration. The bowels were constipated, and the 
faBoes dark or tar-like — tlie urine was high coloured — the tongue 
foul, and coated with yellowish mucus — loas of appetite-^esh and 
strength — a low ineguiar fever — ^pain felt on pressing the right 
hypochondre and the epigastric region, and both lobes of the liver 
were apparently enlarged.** 

'' Apply ikirty-seoen leeches to the r^on of the liver. Take a 
pill of calomel and extract of colocyuth every night, and two or 
three drachms of Epsom salt every morning." 

January lOth. Has taken the pills and salt regularly ; two or 
four dejections daily, dark or greenish — urine ' turbid — pain on 
pressing the right hypochondre and epigastric r^ons, abated. 
Continue the pill and Epsom salt. 

January aid. He feels somewhat relieved, but the pectoral 
symptonis continue, accompanied by morning sweat; faeces not 
quite so dark; soreness on pressiBg the right hypochondre. Apply 
a blister over the region of the liven. Continue tae medicine. 

February lOtb. Considerably better— |»€clora/ symptoms almost 
removed — ^no morning sweats-*sligbt ptyalism«**faeces brownish^— • 
urine deposits a lateritious sediment — ^no soreness on pressing the 
right hypochondre — appetite and spirits improved. Continue the 
pill and Epsom salt, and take twenty drops of the muriated tuocture 
of iron, in a ghns of tepid water. 

On this case the Doctor makes the following remarks, which he 
considers " practical.** 

** We here witness an instance of the good effects of topical blood 
letting and of cathartics, combined with mercurials in removii^ 
pectoral symptoms, arising from enlargement and itr^ular actions cf 
the liver. The urgent symptoms at the onset were cough, foetid 
expectoration, difficulty of breathing» and pain in the chest; followed 
by weakness, loss of appetite, heat of skin, and morning sweats; 
symptoms which gave rise to the suspicion of approaching pul- 
monary consumption. On tiie other hand, the sallow complexion, 
the indigestion^ the morbid condition of the faeces and urine, were 
indicalive of a diseased'state of the liver; and, on examination, both 
lobes were apparently found eidarged, and extremely sensible to the 
touch.*' 

Under such circumstances, adds the Doctor, it will be fortunate 
for the patient, if the physician direct his attention to the organ 
ehUfiy and primarily diseased. 

The plan of treatment he adopted on the ground that the 
pulmonary Symptoms were secondary; and as the habit was free 
from scrofula, he continued the mercury with a cathartic. ^' Their 
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first effect was to unload the bowels of their lotig-accumulaied 
contents; the next, to produce a more healthy secretion of bile, and 
more regular alvine discharges. In proportion to the regularity and 
natural appearance of those excretions, the cough, dyspnoea, and the 
other pulmonary symptoms gradually gave way. But as cases of 
this nature are, for the most part, insidious in their attack, and slow 
in their progress, so they are found obstinate and difficult of 
remo^; and this younff gentleman took the medicines re^iarly 
more than three weeks before he experienced any decided relief.** 

^ When the state of the digestive organs was amended, the 
chalybeate was given with effect as a restorative; a* more generous 
diet was allowra, and country air, ei^ercise on horseback, tern* 
perance and early hours were strongly recommended.** 

If symptoms have any thing to do with the name of a disease, tlie 
case we have quoted above was evidently incipient phthisis, or that 
inflammatoiy excitement of the membrane lining the bronciual 
ramifications and pleura, which immediately precedes it. To that 
disease the treatment adopted by the Doctor was as applicable as to 
an affection of the liver, l*be extraction of blood, application of a 
blister, aperient medicines, calomel, and an anodyne, were surely all 
as proper in one case as in the other. The observation that tb^ 
application of leeches over the region of the liver is a topical one, 
betrays an ignorance of anatomy. It was certainly nearer to the 
liver than if they had been applied to the head, but with respect to 
connection by btood-vessels, it was as remote; and the effect in un« 
loading the vessels of the liver would have been the same. This 
method of extracting blood, so frequently resorted to by physicians, 
in cases of internal inflammation and organic disease, is ridiculous. 
The quantity of blood extracted by a leech does not exceed one 
drachm, and the quantity that afterwards escapes from the punctures 
of skin covering the chest and bowels, although eucouraged by the 
frequent application of warm water, falls very short of what 
should be taken away in sqch cases. On a napicin or in water, a 
few ounces of blood make much more show than they produce 
effect on the system. 

The quantity of blood taken by thirty-seven leeches, and tlmt 
which subsequently escapes, would not amount to more than eight 
ounces ; and from the very slow manner in which it escapes, the 
benefit of the remedy is. lost. Other objections to the application of 
leeches in such eases are, the impossibility to ascertain, with a 
necessary degree of accuracy, the ouantity of blood that escapes 
after the removal of the leeches, ana the difficulty that frequently 
happens of stopping the bleeding. Dr. Powell some time since was 
called to an adult who was very nearly bleeding to death ; Chevalier 
Ruspini's styptic had been applied without any beneficial effect : 7*he 
learned Doctor applied cob-web with success ; and in a late number we 
have noticed a case of the death of a child from the continued bleeding 
of the puncture of a leech. The speedy extraction of eight ounces of 
blood from a vein more effectually unloads the vessels of an inflamed 
viscus than double or treble the quantity taken by leeches from the 
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skiiu The cx>nclu8ioii thereCbie, that because the application of 
leeches o?er th^ region of the liver afforded relief, the disease waa 
prin^ariJy and chiefly seated in the .liver, is ridiculous. The idea 
that the seeds ^f nearly all tlie diseases to which poor humanity is 
aubject are germinated in the liver, was first broached in this 
country by th^ Rev^ Mr. Barclay, the proprietor of a parent anti^ 
bilious pill. The. lU(Cky idea was industriously advertised % atid an 
archbishop and several noblemen becoming converts to his doctrine, 
it became a fasbjon to term all complaints, particularly of the 
stomach and he^d^ bilious. . Parson Barclay carried his opinion- so 
£ir as to assert,, that the liver.. was placed in the machine chiefly to 
.toripent man, for indulgence in luxriues and dissipation. This 
doctrine succeeding, the antibilious pills were in great deman4. 
The spiritual and temporal lords seem to vie with each other iii 
declaring in strong terms, the wonderful benefits they derived from 
them!! The coipposition transpiring, soon proved fatal to their 
reputation. The fashion of attributing affections of the stomach to 
redijndancy of bile, continuing, medical men availed themselves of it, 
and, from that period to the present, we have been inundated with 
publications on disorders of the liver and bilious complaints^ and 
with bilious and antibilious remedies. Some writers have even 
gone further in their hypothetical theories than Psuvon. Barclay, 
attributing local di^ease8 of the extremities to a morbid state of 
the liver. 

A person of common sense will naturally enquire whjr. the liver 
should be more liable to disease than any other part of the body ; 
and why other organs should particularly sympatnise with it to that 
degree as to disturb their functions, and even to derange their struc- 
ture, l^he liver, like other organs, derives its nourishment from the 
blood, and its power of exercising its office from the brain, or the 
ranglionic sj^stem :, why then should it be more liable to disease ? 
Its secretion in the animal economy is nqt of greater or so great an 
importance as that of tjbe kidneys, the stomach, or the pancreas; and 
therefore, why should the lungs or any organ suffer by its not duly 
performing Its oifice more than by a disease or sluggish state of any 
other viscus ? 

Again, we find, that a very considerable portion of the liver, 
may be destroyed by suppuration without materially affecting the 
secretion of bile or disturmng the ^qnend health. The office of the 
stomach being to prepare materials for the nourishment of the 
body, the health of every organ must greatly depend upon the 
proper performance of its functions ; for if the chyle be not go6d, the 
body will not be properly nourished. Again, the stomach and 
every other organ deriving their nervous energy from the brain, and 
the ganglionic system, their powers of performing their offices must 
depend upon a healthy condition of .the brain, and, therefore, they 
are more likely to be disturbed by an affection of the brain, than 
the brain is to be disordered by them. How are we to account for 
tlie effects of disgusting objects in exciting vomiting? Will 
Dr. Mills say that in that cafec the liver yf^s primarily afljected, and 
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the brain secondly, and the stomach lastly? The fashion of terming 
all diseases nervous, which prevailed before the introduction of 
Pareon Barclay's bilious system, was certainly more ratiolial than 
the prevailing one, of attributing all diseases to a morbid state of the 
liver; for the brain, and its ramifications the nerves, are in general 
chiefly, if not primarily affected. According to the liver system of 
Drs. Mills, Currie, and Mr. Abernethy, the brain and nervous 
system, in which the primary moving powers of the body unques- 
tionably reside, have nothing to do with disease. With them the 
liver is every thing; to it we are even to look for the origin of a 
disease, and for assistance to subdue it; and if mercury succeeds in 
restoring a patfent to health, no other proof can be necessary, in 
their opinion, to convince the patient that their supposition was 
correct, as if mercury acted on no other part of the body. They do 
not condescend to tell us what part of the liver is diseased, or indeed 
the nature of the disease which 'impedes its functions. If the 
disease be inflammatory, inflammation we know chiefly depends on 
nerves, — for without nervous excitement there would be no preter- 
natural determination of blood to the part; and a^ the nqrves receive 
their energy from the brain, surely the disease may be traced to 
that organ. If the secerning vessels do not perform their office, or 
if the absorbent vessels are languid, still we are to refer it to the 
brain, because they receive their power of acting from it. Of the use 
of the fluid secreted by the liver, termed bile, in the animal economy, 
they do not condescend to inform their readers. Is it excremen- 
titious, as intimated by Boerhaave, or does it separate chyle in the 
duodenum from the digested mass received from the stomach, as 
stated by Abernethy? The most plausible hypothesis of the office 
of the liver is, that it separates from the venous blood carburetted 
hydrogen, in order to prepare it for the change it is afterwards to 
undergo in the lungs. ' This is, we believe, uie office of the liver, 
and in this it acts in concert with the internal surface of the colon, 
the secretion of which is excrementitious. 

When the biliary duct is so obstructed that no bile can pass 
into the duodenum, the process of chylification is not interrupted, 
and the bile passes off with another excrementitous secretion, the 
urine; and if the internal surface of the colon be irritated by 
throwing a stimulating liquor up the rectum, the faeces will be 
tinged with an appearance of being properly changed with bile. 
The good effects of the nitro-muriatic bath, so highly extolled by 
Dr. Scott as a remedy for bilious complaints, arise from its 
operation on the colon; for ^uiless the absotbed acid produces 
griping pain, the appearance of the evacuations from the bowels will 
not be changed, nor will any advantage be derived from it. From 
its liability to disorder the brain, and to produce apoplexy, it is a very 
dangerous remedy, The stationary, and Sometimes retrograde 
state of medicine within the two fast centuries, are attributable 
solely to the doctrines of system-mongers.- Whoever reads with 
attention the history of medicine from the time of Hippocrates to 
the present period, w^ll he convinced that its progress has been 
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retarded by the tlieorL^ of sysiem-mpngers. and a Vlind admin^tiou 
of new doctrines. The methodics,, th,e Gal^nistg, tbe chemists, ao4 
the mathematicians, who respectively taught narrow and ^xcfusiv^ 
doctrines of disease^ flourished Sot a time. From the opinions, 
however of all, the practitionier who proceeds on an extensUe view 
of the laws pf anin^al life, may ciill aome useful practical in- 
formation; and h^ who i% desirous to cultivate th^ sdence ot 
medicine lor the benefit of mankind, lyill not wholly neglect such, 
researches; for every system, that has. been broached, is not entirely; 
destitute of some useful poiiit; indeed, the hunK>ral pathology, 
which is now totally neglected, la as ration^ as any that has 9ince 
been promulgated; for it directs us to researches into the morbid 
condition of the fluids of the body, and especially of the bipod, 
which, in the treatment of diseases,, ia of great importance; an4 
bad it not been carried too far^ by its enthusiastic and narrow- 
minded adherents, inst^d of falling into utter neglect, it would 
probably have existed in an improved state to remote ages. I^ 
we give the nervous systqni its ij[pportance iq the animal machine, 
how much more rational, would this system of pathology be than 
the prevailing one of the pr^s^nt day ! We shall subjoin a few case^ 
of disease, which were attributed to tbQ influence of a morbid st^U; 
of the liver, to elucidate the folly, to ^^y the best of it, of the narrow, 
view the admirers of the liver or bile doctrines t^ke of disease 

Master S., aged eight year^, was qffected witji incessant cough, 
copious expectoration, general emaciation, apd great debility* Dr* 
Currie gave his decided, opinion that the liver was. nearly destroyed 
by disease. Cajomel proved, unavailing. On djss^ctiqn, the liv.ei; 
was found perfectly fr<ee from any ^ppeaisince of disease. Botli, 
lungs were extensively ujcerated, and a. considerj^hle quanti^ c^ 
serum and pus wa^ found. difi*u8ed i^ the cavities of tt|^ chest 

Mrs. R.^ aged. 65, waa. affected with diarrhoea^ acut^ paiqs abouj^ 
the lower, parts of the bowels^ great emaciation, qnd occasional 
discharge of blood by stool. The complaint wa9 attributed to ^ 
diseased liver, and a blue pill w^s accordingly prescribed. On 
dissection, th^ liver was found perfectly ^ound — the internal surfec^ 
of the rectuiu wa» much ulcerated » and ttiQ colon indurated an4 
contracted. 

B«. S. complained of los^ of appetite, occasiopal diarrboeta, nau^a, 
giddiness, &c. On the left; side there was a considerable tumor, 
which Mr. Cline, aftier examination^ pronounced an enlargement o$ 
the left lobe of the liver: calomel was accordingly prescribed. On 
dissection, the liver was foimd to be perfectly healthy, the tumor; 
being an enlargement of the spleen] ! 

Mr3. F., aged S9, complained of very acute paips within the 
^Ivis, an obtuse paip in the loins, liausea, flatulence, head<^he, 
irequent rigours, &c. The physician attributed her aufferinga to 
a disease of the liver.;, and calomel was accordingly administered 
twice a day. On dissection by Mr, Charles Bell, the uterus wva& 
found inuch enlarged, and the neck of it scirrhous and ulcerated. 
The liver was free frppi disease. 
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^ S^fvetol caiWfli at dim»e tif tl* BWin, liA|8, Madder. &c., trans- 
mitted to uft b^ fnedi<!6l rtienAf fexJ^Werice and observation, which 
^€;fe uttribuled to b'^t'ic irtflfi^nce, \v« tnight bere introduce to 
^Mvfe the absurdity of attributing d^sedse of remote parts of the 
body to the influence of a morbid condition of the liver, if the 
pi'^^cfedinj cases, which octdrt^d withitt our own practice, were 
not sufficient to pit)ve the hepatic System, dr, as Dr. Currie has 
modestly denotninated it, the Curf'ean system^ as dangerous a sys- 
tem of em'piriciiffn *is atiy that has been^ promulgated in this or 
iny dtR€fr coarttry. ff all disfofd^Vs 6f the system originate in the 
Hver, dtid aiie tb be cured by btitfering that organ every twenty-four 
hours with taercury, ahd by keeping up a regular action of the 
bowelis; fevtJry )iatient must bie as competent, if not more so, lo the 
fnedical treatment of hisovvn cate, as any physician. He has only to 
take five grains of the blue or calomel pill every night, a draught 
of camomile tea twice a day, and a dose of an aperient salt oc- 
casionally to obviate costiveness ; to subdue disease of any part of 
the body. We advise Dr. Mills, and otber inspectors of faeces, tb 
read with attention the remarks of Erasistratbs on the effects of 
purgative and other medicines on the colour of the alyine evacuations, 
find also to attend to the effects of different vegetable and animal 
fooS on them. The alteration produced in the colour of the ficces 
by calomel, depends more on its operation on the intestin^ canal^ 
particularly the portion termed colon, than on the liver; and when 
it fails to excite irritation in the latter, so as to occasion griping 
pains or diarrhoea, the colour of* the feces will not be materially 
.changed by it 

In our next number we shall introduce the opinions deKvertd 
by the different jsystem-moiigfers of this cbuntry, with respect to the 
causQ and mode of treating the case of the tate Orang Ouiang, which 
will enable our non-medical readers to form a proper estimate 
pf their respective merits, and will emphatically point out the 
wonderful resources medicine affords ifi cdses of disease* That 
highly-interesting article will give rise to tb* question. Why does 
itian die, who has the means and opportunity to apply either id 
Drs. Currie, Mills, YealeSi Pemberion^ or to Parsdn Carrington^s 
life-securing, pills? 

. INCONTINENCE OF URINE.— Dr. John Madean, of Edin* 
burffb, has published k caseof Incoiitirfence of Urine that was cured 
by tlbe tincture of canthafides* The Subject, aged forty-two, after in-i> 
dulgenee in the es^cessive use of sptritaotis Itanors for several years^ 
was afflicted with inCDDtinence of urine. Dr. Maclean, atlrlbutiag the 
complaint to reltaation of the urmliry passages ftom habitbal in- 
teropeniBce, prescribed tlw peraviah bark^ oHd directed him to ab« 
stain entirely from spirituous liquoi^^ to lire clUiefty on animal food^ 
and to employ sea betbing, with a view to inrtigorirte the debilitated 
{Mirts. Tdis treatment hating fittleii, tbe doctor recommended the 
tincture of eadtharides in saiall doses^ whi^h waa gradually increased 
to twenty droita three times a day in a denrolce^t vehicle, as the 
almond emukiion, bark^ wat^, or an infusion of linseed. After 
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taking this medicine for a few weeks, Btmnguary ooeorred, wkich on 
discontinuing it, subsided; and shortlj afterwards, by perseTering 
in the regimen he directed, and the occasional use of the tincture,' 
the complaint entirely left him, and during a considerable interval 
^ which has since elapsed, he has remained entirely free froin it. 

TIC DOLOREUX.-;-Mr, Kerrison has latefy administered the 
Peruvian Bark in full doses, with complete success, in several cases 
of lon^ standing and obstinacy of this distressing disease. He ad» 
Tiftes the powder of the best pale Peruvian bark to be givqn to the 
extent of a drachm every two or three hours, in milk or water ; and 
if the stomach will not bear this quantity, from twenty to thirty 
grains, with half a drachm of the extract (gum-resin) of the same 
species, as frequently as the stomach will bear them* Jh one case, 
a drachm of the powder was given with half a drachm of the gum- 
resinous extract (dissolved in water) every two hours. This treat- 
ment for the first week generally aggravates the disease, which, 
Mr. K. observes, portends favourably ; for in every instance after 
persisting in its use a few days longer, the pain gradually abates 
till it entirely ceases, and the cures which have been thus effected 
appear to be permanent. Dr. Pemberton has for some time suffered 
exceedingly by this disease — a medical consultation is held every 
week at his house, but hitherto he has derived no benefit from the 
results of their deliberations, although the nitrate of silver and 
some of the mineral and vegetable poisons have been pushed as (ar 
as was considered prudent. 

DIABETES. — We have lately met with a case of this disease, in 
which the extract of hemlock in the dose of five grains three times 
a day, succeeded in the course of three weeks in reducing the quan- 
tity of urine voided in a day, from six quarts to one* The quality of 
it was also corrected by it. This extract should bo made by eva- 
porating the juice immediately after it is expressed by a gentle heat 
in a water bath. The virtue of thjs plant resides chiefly in its 
volatile parts, which, by the great heat employed by man^ drug- 
gists to evaporate, the decoction or the expressed Juice is dissi- 
pated, — The extract should be of a firesh green colour, and entirely 
free fi-om empyreuma. 

iiCROFULA. — The expressed juice of the cliver, in the quantity 
of half a tea-cupful three times a day, has proved very successful 
in correcting the scroftilous constitution^ and in curing local aflR?c- 
tions of joints and glands which had resisted tegular and irregular 
remedics-«-Mrs. Pearson's celebrated specific not excepted. Poul- 
tices made with the recently expressed jnice and fine oatmeal, we 
have found uniformly to correct the discharge of scrofulous ulcers, to 
abate the attendant inflammation, and in a short time to heal them. 
Having inserted a letter from Mrs. Pearson in a former number, on 
the antiscrofulous properties of her nostrum, we consider it our 
duty to state, that we nave not met with one case of decided scro- 
fula in which it proved of the smallest advantage, and in one in- 
stance the patient regularly persisted in its use for eight months! ! 

GRAVEL.— -In an early number we introduced some observn* 
tions oD the treatment of Ked and White Gravel, by Mr. Brande; 
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In a late communication Mr, Brando observes, ^^ that subseqiuedt 
experience has completely justified the character he there ^ave of 
the advantages of magnesia as a preventive of red gravel." He does 
not, however^ recommend it to the exclusion of the other alkalies ; 
for in many cases he savs, ^^ that it is improper where they may be 
properly employed ; but where potass and soda have been so long" 
used as to disagree with the stomach, creating nausea, flatulence, a 
sense of weight, pain, and other symptoms of indigestion, magnesia 
may be adopted with the greatest chance of success/' The caustic 
alkalies he recommends to be taken in a vegetable mucilaginous 
liquor, as barley water, decoction of marshmallow-root, &c. From, 
ten to twenty drops of the liquor of potass of the London Pharma- 
copoeia may be taken night and morning, or three times a day, in a 
glass of barley wat^r, or decoction of roarsbmaUpw-root. FroBn 
half a drachm to two drachms of the liquor of ammonia of the 
London Pharmacoposia may be taken in a sufficient quantity of 
water ; but the suh-carbonace of ammonia is as effectual, and has the 
advantage of being administerable in the form of pills, in which it 
ma^ be advantageously united with a stomachic bitter, gravel 
being the consequence of indigestion, — as the following: 
Take of sub«carbbnate of ammonia, twenty grains ; extract of ca« 

roomilc, one drachm ; powdered Jamaica ffinger root, twenty 

srains. Mix and divide into twenty*four pills ; two or three ta 

be taken twice or thrice a day, 
. The sub-carbonate of soda, M r. Brande observes, may be taken 
twice a day, as recommended by Sir Gilbert Blane, dissolved in 
a little water; to which half an ounce of lemon juice is to be 
added at the time of taking it. The addition of the acid certainly 
renders the draught more agreeable to the palate, as Mr, Blande 
and Sir Gilbert observe ; but by neutralizing the soda and dis- 
engaging the carbonic acid gas before it can probably enter the 
stomach, is it not rendered inert i We coincide in opinion with 
Mr. Abernethy and others, that the beneficial eflfects of the alka*« 
line medicines in gravel, arise entirely from their neutralizing 
the acid in the stomach; and if the sodta be previously neutral* 
ized, it cannot produce this effect* The citrate of soda or pot-> 
ass, which is an aperient only, pos3esses no advantage over the 
tratrite of soda or potass, or any other neutral salt ; at leasts 
we have never discovered any other effect from them, than is uni- 
formly produced by the common neutral aperient salts, and we are 
decidedly of oi)inion that the addition of lemon juice to soda water, 
renders it inefficacious in cases of gravel or stone. 

SODA WATER.— Mr. Brande has ascertained that the article 
sold under this name, contains so small a proportion of soda as to 
be little else than water impregnated with nxed air. Soda water, he- 
says, '^should be kept in the shops, single, double, and treble. The 
finit should contain najf a drachm, the second one drachm, and the 
third two drachms of the chrt/stallhed sub-carbonate of soda in half 
a pint, and from one to three half-pints may be taken daily, as it 

{proves agreeable or efficacious. Both Mr. Brande, and Mr. Pepya 
lave detected copper, zinc, and sometimes lead in soda water, arising 
from the vessels in which the article was prepared. Mr. Johnston, 
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iti^Bt/ofOreek Sfrefel, dW^tfed rtiis !bii#^irnatJ6h feoilife j^^ts k^o, 
iind in cotis^^qo^nee of Whi^h h^ hiiA k tnAchih^madi^ ^t a bdnsider^bl^ 
*xpence, for '{)t^paring ft without the uise of any itretallfc substance 
that could postiiblj conftaminate the water. The sbda watdr prepared 
by hiiii contairiiB a pr6p6r proportion of soda. Wife hhve ascert^intsd 
that th6 krticl6 generally sold irt rfowc bottles, Jb a Very weak solu- 
tiofi of potass Isbpeif'^aturated with fixed air. The Ir! ngle, dbtible, and 
treble ^oda Witte^ recomnietided by Mr.Brantle, hihy be obtained at 
the Medical tfall, ITl, Piccadilly ; and No. 1 , Clak-ettdoh Square, 
Sotners Towrt. The igmnc ffrdparation df Tnaqnesfa, which We con- 
liider an improvdnifent on soda, miiy be procured at the skmfe phtces. 

SClttftllOUS EJ^LARGEMENT of the NECK tifm WOAfB. 
Iki a far advatic^ cade of this most formidable malady, ft decodtibn 
6f the marshmallbw root, the extract of hemlock, ahd the dccasfonal 
o^e of mercury, tave cbmpl^tely succeeded ih removing the dfsea^e 
and re-^stablishingf the ^n^ral health of the patient, which haj 
greatly suffered by it. The lady (fifty years of age) >vas of opinion 
v\^i the complaint h^d b^en gradually advancing for ti^o years. 
She took regularly, for one year, nehrly three pints of the decoction 
of the dried marshmallow root (foreign) daily ; every night at 
b^-time five grains of the exti^act of hemlock, to ii^hich was ad^ed 
one grain of calomel, for ten successive nights in every month. The 
boWlsts were kept in a regular state by a weak soltitioh of the 
Epsom salt. Having never indulged iti tfa& nsie of vinous or 
ilpirituons lidudrsj or high-seasbnra dishes, no alteration Was 
made in !?er atet. When the nature arid extent of the disease were 
fifstascertaiti^d, th^ prattitionet* (iohsidei-ed it incurable. It was at 
her 6ivn suggestion that she took the deletion of the mai^shnmllow 
foot; an accouilt of it Which she fiad tead in an old Herbal^ 
tnspii^ed her With siJch tionfideflce in its alterative virtues, tliat she 
wa§ strongly prepossessed ivith the ide& that it wotild cui^e her. 

SARSAPARILLA.*— Sirs, — At different times, nd medicine 
hl&6 be^n more extolled fbr the cure of t certain disease, than that of 
SarsapaHlla ;— ^it has as frequently Mien \xiib dibnse. Some have 
thought it a mfediciiie of great effidlcy, while pthers hkve supposed 
it to be an indrt rriucilslffiftous bitter. I* shall oiSfer y6u the following 
t^ttiarks, frbin thfe resuft of ca^eij \\iii have fellen under my Own 
observation, and in which the satsaparilla had b^en employed. 
" In those fcarfes of lued vetterea, \Vhfefe from great debility the 
patient has been unable imitred lately to ent^r on a course of rner- 
cuiy, I have fouttd it a mOst useful thedicine in stopping its progress, 
ag well as giving strength to the patient ; I bave likewise found 
vcnerekl eruptions to disapjp|ear under its use, and to relieve those 
baifis (to constant an att^ndaiit on this disease] sooner than under 
the irse oi mercurv : but in cases combined with ulceration of the 
throat, I have hot (oiind it to succted so welt ; in similar cases, I 
have made use of {Peruvian bark, sassafras, mezereon, a decoction of 
marshmallows. nitric acid, &c. without the same. good effect. Now, 
sllthough I have foui^d sarsaparilla to relievb symptoms much sooner 
than mercury, it does not, as mercury, prevent their return; yet, I 
doubt not but a resumption of the remedy, on the re-appearance 
6f the symptoms, would ultimately cure the disease ; — I am not at 
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l^jcesepji^ ajihpngh I hop&^t W^ futuse period to Ij^, aU^ tp. decide 
(bs^ important point* t have lUfewise found it us^fitl io scrofula, 
and in those, di^e^sea o£the le^ tinned leprous; the powdei: I bfive 
ibund to siicceed bgetter than, either the decoption or extract, given in 
doses of one to oof^ drai^h^ aodtahalf three times \fk the day* Sa^sa«i 
p^^rilUj therefofie^ although ii^apfihle pf cutuig ti^ prknary, ia noA 
tp^ be coi|si4eFe4 (^ mediooe ^ useless- in the cure ofiaeeo^darji 
^yB9|>toais 0% sypbi^ \ t9»j your obedienl^ humble aravfiDt, 

iAmiou. A^U, lHX9k A CONSTANT REAEXER. 

The «rtiple gene»Uy soU unden tb^ nat^e o£ powdec of ssfso* 
parilja^ i» the p9^ o£ the tiunk o£ the shrub whicb is. a&acbed to> tb« 
VQQI. Ijk bfl»s little back, ajid appeara to posaess no medicinat 
virtue wh^ver.. Fjpooi Uiis pait/ termed aanapasiil&ch^mps^ the. 
extrad i^ generally' mado. With tiiese fiids, avrgeons are imaio- 
<}uainted; Dr. CuUen^ in speakii^ oS the medieinal virtues of the 
aarBBparilia loot^ ohseBvesi^'^ if I weve to consult my own experience 
alonp.i should not give this, root a place in the Materia Medica; (or^ 
tried in. every shape, I haive never found itefiectualin syphilid or any 
other disease. ** TbQ reulte' 06 the numerous tmk we have made of 
it, both ia prrvate and hospital practice^ for tnventy«ftve year^, 
conftrm in oar minds^ the ttiuth* of Dr. GuHen*s observations. We 
shaft be happy Io be favoured with the results of oar intelligent 
Correspondent's further trials with iU 

SAFFRON, Sf€. — Si'BS)-— It is^ much to be lamented that the 
set of the le^ishUive) ^eispecthvg the edueation of apothecaries^ 
and' eanmipiation ef tile drugs of apothecaries and retail chemists, 
lave fiiiled to» eheck,. or even to lessen tlhe> infhmous pnictice of 
^dulteratinff drags, and substituting artrclies' possessing no vir,tue 
whateyer mr those of^peal value. The article first mannihcturefl 
by the worthy- chemist and druggist, Ilite oif Fleet Street,, to whom 
1 served my apprenticeship^ as a substitute for stxffron^ I imdt 
is generally sow tbrcraghout thi» country under tfie name of 
*^ cake saffron^^* and that too- by druggists who. are' considereif 
vespectabm. This imitation of the English saffron cake is m^de 
by steeping the marigold flowers^ in a strong infiision of saifron^ 
aaf[k after evapoiiating part of the watec they aBmorb^ by placing theiit 
on. tin pl»tes on a sand beat; th^ are compressed into cases^ 
which are afhsrwards^ cut int^ proper shafies, and' the sur&cc^ 
sprinkled over with a* little- true safton, when they are again; 
subjected' ta at. slight oompresNon* Thi^ artkte' is sold* to drugg^istsr 
ia the country at six shiliki^s- and sixpence a pound, andret^itedl 
at the rate< of thirty-sixf shillings, wnereaa the* true saflRron oan«- 
not be procured at the first hand^ for less than fifty-six shiHinga 
a pouna! ! 

Another ioiainou» traffic is the substitution' of the, sbavinga 
of bones, for those of tile horns of stages. So general is this 
practice^ that there is scaroely a* shop in this kingdom where 
tjie bone shavings m^e not substituted fer hartshorn shavings. 
The shapings oi^ bones scarcely yield any gelatinous matter to 
'^raler on boiling, whereas the water in- which the true hartshorn 
shaving^ have been boilnd, on becoming- cold^ forms' a strong^ iindy 
no doubt, a very nutritious jelly. 
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' I have heard a phjsician say, Why should not the shavings of 

bones be as good as those of norns, which are, in fact, bones ?— ^ 
The answer is, that bones, by the process to which thej are subjected, 
to render them white and sweet, are deprived of their gelatinous^ 
property. The collectors of bones for this manufactory are totally 
indifferent to what animal they belonged — to them the bones of 
dogs, horses, and asses are equally valuable ; and whether sweet or 
in a putrid state, is of no conseouence to them — for stink they must 
before they can be bleached. The shavings of bones may be de- 
tected from those of the stag^s-born, in being very white, large, and 
affording no jelly on boiling. Those of the stag's-horn are brown, 
small, and heavy; and, .on being boiled in water, yield a strong 
jelly. My late worthy master, having displayed much ingenuity in 
the . adulteration and imitation of drugs, it will be in my power to 
communicate to you much important information on this species of 
traffic, provided you encourage me so to do, by inserting this 
letter. This 1 consider myself at liberty to do, as he has long paid 
his debt to nature. Notwithstanding his talents for this lucrative 
trade, and <* turtuag every thing to an advantage, " he died in* 
a workhouse in Yorkshire; and this has been the fete of others, 
who for a time flourished in this diabolical traffic. I am, Sies, 

Your Constant Reader, RICHARD FRANKS* 

Bishopsgate Street, April 12lA., 1819. 

. ARNATTO.— Si as,— The article sold in this country for colour* 
ing cheese, is made b^ mixing the flake arnatto. imported from 
Spain, (after dissolving it in water and straining it through a sieve) 
with turmeric powder and ochre. I certainly nave known « small 
proportion of gamboge added in making a better sort, and also clay 
and Armenian bole for an inferior sort. That the patent yellow 
has been also employed by a manufacturer ignorant of its poisonous 
quality, I have strong reason to believe. If it be necessary to 
colour cheese, why not use saffron or turmeric, which can com* 
municate nothing injurious ? I am. Si as, Your obedient servant. 

Broad Street, April 17/A, 1819. JAMES REED. 

RED PARTICLES of the BLOOD.— A. correspondent at Edin- 
burgh informs us, that during a conversation respecting the shape 
of the red particles of blood, in the presence of His ImperiaL 
Highness the Archduke Maximilian of Austria, His Highnesa 
took an animated share in the discussion, and gave a drawing* 
of the form of the red particles as discovered by Amici, the 
professor of mathematics at Modena. He adds — the Prince, not 
a, little to their astonishment, soon satisfied them that he was 
as well acquainted with physiology, chemistry, anatomy, and ma« 
thematics, as themselves. These highly interesting branches of. 
iphilosophy constitute a part of the education of the German prince, 
and even the Russian princes; and in those countries men of science 
meet with proper encouragement, and impostors with their deserts. 
Were the princes of this enlightened country (as they represent it 
to be) to devote a little of their time to the cultivation of those sci<t 
ences^ how different would be the list of royal medical officers,- 
and how much more creditable would it be to the country and bene* 
ficial to themselves ! 
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Of doctor AINSLIE, 

A Fellow of ike London Royal College of Phyiicitms, a Graduate of the 
University of Cambridge, and Member of the Royal Society. 

This learned gentleman is the son of the late Mr. Ainslie, who 
for many years practised the healing art with great credit to himself 
at Kendaf, and who died possessed of considerable property, which 
b^ principally left to his son.. The doctor received the rudiments of 
Iw classical education at a seminary in his native place, where he 
displayed sudi acuteness of observation, and proon of great inge* 
nuityand.taatefor the Belles Lettres, which, his father conceived. 

5>laced him far above the trade of boluses, pills and draughts, ana 
ult^ to justify his sending him to an £nglish university, from 
w.hicb so many luminaries m divinity, law and physic have ema- 
nated ; having no doubt, in whatever profession he might make his 
debut^ he would prove a constellation of the first magnitude, and 
that the name of Atnslie would make as brilliant an appearance in 
the pa^es of the history of his country^ as a Newton or a Pope. 

Dqring the first years of his residence at Cambridge, he seemed 
to, pursue hi^ studies with the view of displaying his abilities in the 
charch. Like the admirable Crichton, he could relax his mind 
wbenln the society of his e^ay associates, so that the interest of ttie 
inhabitants of Cambridge cud not materially sufier b^ his examples, 
or th^/time he devoted to physical and metaphysical researches. 
The intellectual superiority he felt over those wno formed his even- 
ing party, the object of which was to ascertain the effects of different 
vinous productions on the human system, gave him such a degree 
of confidence that he soon became a Wraneler, which his biographer 
notices^ with a degree of exultation, as ^^a most decisive' proof of 
great talents!" 

Having kept the number of terms which entitled him to a doctor*8 
deffree, he made choice of that of medicine, an advantage ^hich we 
believe no other university but those of Oxford and Cambridge 
affords. No examination with respect to medieal acquirements 
being deemed necessary, a graduate is at liberty to take the degree 
which may best suit his future prospects in life ! After receiving 
this academical honour, the doctor commenced his professional 
career in London with a degree of confidence which evinced a con- 
viction in his oWn mind, that he was competent to the important 
office of exercising the medical art as a phj/sicicm ,\nnd althoiigh 
one would suppose that at that time his object was experience, the. 
doctor considered himself fully entitled to the cnstomary«iee for his 
advice. Being k graduate of an English university^ he became a 
Fellow of the Koyal College of Physicians»,.which placed him above 
the most experienced graduates of the scotch universities. Ha 
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was, according to the charter of the college, competent to practise 
in the mofit complex cases of diseases, whilst the graduates of the 
other universities, who were only licentiates of the college, were 
deemed qualified to prescribe for simple cases only. The doctor 
was therefore a coniuiling physician,^ and able to direct the expe- 
rienced licentiates — even aBabbington, a Farre, and a FarquharJ !! 
The absurd idea having; been propagated that some experience is 
necessary to form a juaiciovs or a safe practitioner, and that the 

Saduates of universities, where lectures are regularly delivered on 
e different branches of medicine, that afford opportunities ibr 
acquiring prar//ca/ information : and where a candidate for a doctor's 
degree is examinrd as to hfs competency to practise medicine, is 
more entitled to the confidence of a patient than the one who has 
spent his time at a place where lectures are not delivered on medicine^ 
tfiat afford no opportunity for acquiring practical information, and 
where a medical diploma is granted as a matter of course, without 
any previous examination in medicine. The doctor had plenty of 
time to devote to a favorite rural pursuit, viz. the impmvement in 
the plantation of forest trees, which was considered by the Royal 
Society of London, of such political importance, that they almost 
unanimously voted him a gold medal, by way of encouraging him to 
continue his experiments and investigation. The communications 
the doctor made at different times on this subject, his biographer 
ptates, were highly creditable to him : — " To clothe the barren 
heath/' says be, and to extend and promote vegetable life, is a task 
more phasing and successjvl in its attempts, than to prop up with 
doubtful and too often unsuccessful care the decaying steams of animal 
existence. The one presents the picture of hope, animation, and 
pleasure ; and the otner the sombre shades of chagrin, disappoint- 
ment, and ennui *M! The practitioner who cannot bring the rays 
of every department of medicine to bear on the grand qucFtion of 
practice, will doubtless too often find his attempts to combat disease 
unsuccessful ; but to him who, in consequence of being conversant 
. with all its branches, h conscious that it is in bis power to effect all 
that human ingenuity can accomplish, what can possibly be more 
gratifying than even the attempt to mitigate the afflictions of Ms 
fellowcreatures ? The pleasure the properly educated physician 
experiences in employing his talents in lessening the sum of numan 
misety, in promoting the recovery of health, and mitigating 
the anguish of disease, we conceivp to be infinitely more gratifying 
than that an agriculturist may experience in covering the barren 
heath, and in promoting vegetable lilb. 

Doctor Ainslie possesses in an eminent (we were near sajing an 
enviable) degree, the exterior qualifications of a physician. Hi» 
appearance, on enteriqg the chamber of the sick, is highly pre- 
possessing; and,^ in approaching the bed-side, he displays the 
firmness of h stoical philosopher, dnd the dignity of a modern or 
fhshionable physician — his toes and his eyes bein^ properly directed. 
At the bed-side, his attitudes are graceful and impressive. In his 
listening position, he exhibits much ease, and nis countenance 
displays firmness and sympathy. His interrogations are pointed ; and 
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his obserTatipm and instructiong are so plausible} that the ^ood old 
women who are present g^enerallj ag;ree in pronouncing biin to be 
^^ a good kind of man.*^ Of bis interior qualifications, the doclor 
has not given us the means of forming an opinion, for he has not 
condescended to make any communication on subjects connected 
with medicine. In the society of medical men, he seems studiouslj 
to avoid medical discussions ; and as to his prescriptions, we never 
met with one that would have done credit io an apothecary. He 
has broached no new doctrines, nor does he pretend to have any 
system of his own. We have heard of his being consulted by a 
royal Duke, but of no *^ luck^ hit" that has raised him in the esti- 
mation of any family of distinction. In the case of the Duke of 
Sussex, he may however have been particularly successful, for it 
does not appear that his Royal Highness found it necessary to 
consult him a second time. He has not held the appointment of 
physician to any charitable institution, so that his means of ob- 
taining experience has been very limited ; being a Fellow of the 
Royal College, he may have supposed, as others have, that to hold 
9uch an office would derogate from his dignity. During the last 
illness of the Irish Demosthenes, Mr. Curran, he had the good 
fortune of being appointed his physician; but his disease continuing 
to advance, the learned Barrister was so ungracious as to request 
the attendance of Dr. John Robertson. Dr. Ainslie, on meeting 
this gentleman, expressed his astonishment at his audacity in pre- 
' suming to meet him in consultation. Mister Robertson, he em- 
phatically observed, was not only an irregular man, but the author 
of a work which was pronounced to be a very indecent production. 
As for himself, Mr. Curran should have known that he was a 
classiatl descendant of the great father of medicine^ Hippocrates, 
and Hi// the ancient philosophers, and therefore it was his duty to 
uphold the consequence and dignity of the Rqj^al CoUege of rhy«< 
siciaus^ an institution erected on the lucubrations of the learneil 
of all nations. Dr. Robertson replied, that although he did not 
possess a licence from the Qollege of Physicians to practise medicine 
within the limits of their jurisdiction, he was a regular graduate 
€>f Edinburgh ; and having received nis education in the schools 
of anatomy, chemistry, and pharmacy, he eonaid^red himself as well 
qualified to exercise the healing art, as the man If ho had acquired 
his knowledge of diseases in the closet. As to his work, which Dr. 
Baillie had bsen oieased to term an indecent production, the doctor 
bad expressed to aim, in very friendly terms, his approbation of it ; 
and it was not until he had dared to condenHi the practice of Sir 
Everard Home (Dr. Baillie's brother in law) in urethral stricture, 
that he discovered it to be an indecent prodUotion ! ! The work 
was puf ely medical ; and the object of it being to communicate what 
he considered important aaformation, it was not more entitled to be 
termed indecent, than Or. Baillie's description of certain local mor^ 
bid affections, or Dr. Denman*s Treatise on Midwifery, 

This altercation, which we have noticed in a former number under 
the head of '^ Medical Fracas," was terminated by t he interference 
of a friend of Mr. Gurrau, who observed to Dr. Ainslie, that lie 
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thou<|^ht, to dwell on etiquette at a time when the life of the patient 
was rapidly drawing to a close, was hi^hl^ indecorous, if not dis- 
graceful to a man who professes Christianity. '^ The case is," said 
he, with a countenance strongly expressive of indignation, ^^ Mr. 
Curran has a very high opinion of Dr. Robertson, and as you have 
attended Mr. Curran from the commencement of his indisposition, 
I do conceive that it is your duty to consult with the doctor as to 
the nature of his disease, and to the best means of restoring him 
to health, or of miti£:ating his sufferings, in case his malady be 
deemed incurable. His case will not admit of delay, and therefore, 
if you suppose that your dignity will suffer by attending with Dr. 
Robertson, I beg you will resign the patient entirely to his mana^ 
ment." — The doctor could not submit to the degradation, and with 
the coolness of a stoic, he took his fee and his final leave. — 
Doctor Robertson, oil meeting the doctor a short time afterwards, 
had the audacity to observe, that the time was not far distant when 
those practitioners which he and the college presumed to term trrc* 
gulatf would be considered entitled to the entire confidence of pati- 
ents, and that those whom they represented to be regular^ would 
be considered contemptible Quacks; — viz. those who could boast 
only of having kept a certain number of terms at an university 
where even the ruairoents of the art are not taught. The college 
may boast of being classically descended from Hippocrates and 
Qalen, but the public, who has not been inattentive to the progress 
df chemistry and surgery, fancy that they discover a rational system 
of medicine emanatiitg fl*om these departments, and that many were 
so foolish as to consider the practitioner who is unacquainted with 
them, to be no more entitled: to the confidence of the afflicted, than 
the most impudent advertising charlatan. 

' It may be policy in the graduates of the English nniversitiea 
to attempt to prejudice the public against the physicians who 
have received their education at medical schools, but the generality 
of mankind is too enlightened on the subject to be misled b^ 
their sophistry and misrepresentations. The physicians of this 
metropolis generally boast of some superior knowledge of a 
brancB of medicine. We have a set who endeavour to force 
themselves on public notice for a superior knowledge of anatomy, 
another of chemistry ; another of morbid appearances, or diseased 
structure, and another for some important discovery on tha nature 
of animal life. — We have not heard of Dr. Ainslie having par- 
ticularly laid clflim to either of these acquirements ; andinv^hat 
his fort lies, we have not been able to discover. — Dr. Baillie has 
enjoyed a considerable share of public confidence, in consequence of 
his acquaintance with what is termed '^ morbid anatomy.'' The 
idea haa been very prevalent^ that the person who is acquainted 
with the appearances of diseased structure, and who is conversant 
with the mechanism of the body, must be the most competent to 
undertake the cure of diseases, particularly those that are seated 
internally. A man may be well acquainted with the appearahces 
different organic diseases exhibit on dissection, and with the struc* 
ture of the numan body, and yet be a very bad, nay, a very dan* 
gerotts physician. The man who is in the habit of sawing or cutting 
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up the tranks of trees, may very satia&ctorily describe the appear- 
ances the interior parts exhibit, whether morbid or natural \ but 
will this knowledge enable him to point out the means of prevent- 
ing or curing a disease, or to suggest any plan of management in 
order to prevent disease or improve the plantation ? If a practi- 
tioner be unacquainted with the medical agents that are employed 
in the 6ure of diseases, his boasted knowledge of anatomy and 
morbid appearances amounts to nothing. The man, ignorant of 
chemistry, cannot venture to prescribe chemical preparations, which 
are unquestionablv the most powerful we possess to combat disease ; 
for if he does not know — ^ivhat mischief he may do by certain com- 
positions, some mild preparations beinff rendered active poisons by 
the addition of another apparently as mnocent, while other active 
remedies may be rendered inert by a slight admixture* 

Whatever stock of knowledge Dr. Ainslie took to Cambridge, 
we cannot ascertain that he has brought much from it. — ^As this is 
the case with so many physicians of this metropolis who received 
their boasted education at the English Universities — 

** No wonder that Oxford and Cambridge profonnd, 

** In learning and scienoe so greatly abound ; 

** When all carry thither a littie eadi day, 

** And meet with so few who brinff any away/* 
Let us however hope, that Doctor Ainslie is accumulating facts, 
which, at some future time, he will promulgate for the benefit of 
mankind. 

Some of our worthy friends have I>een so kind as to state, in a cer- 
tain ^quarter, that the object of the Editors of this work is to 
^^ write down classical learning, and to prejudice the public against 
those physicians who inculcate the necessity of a physician being 
acquainted with the writings of the antieiiti.^' Now, the fact is, 
that no man can more highly estimate classical learning than our- 
selves ; but we contend that classical learning alone cannot qualify 
a man to direct the medical treatment of diseases. 

The oiBce of a physician is a most important one; and he who 
undertakes it, incurs an awful degree of responsibility. To tamper 
with the life of a mear relative or friend, for the sake of the fee, is a 
crime scarcely to be surpassed. We repeat that the object of our 
biographical sketches is not to censure, but to point out to proper 
models for imitation, in order to induce medical students properly 
to qualify themsjelves to discharge the important duties of their 
profession with credit to themselves, and justice to the public. 

In compliment to Dr. Ainslie and his liberal-minded colleagues, 
who modestly assume the humble station of consulting or directing 
physicians, we shall conclude this article with admonitory reflections 
on the manners of a physician, from the works of the ikther of medi- 
cine, from whom thev boast of being ^^classically descended," which 
we recommend td their serious perusal. — ^^Be afiable ; for if aus- 
terity he repulsive to those who are ia health, it is still more so to 
those who are suffering from disease. Do not amuse ^ai/r^e^ with 
long discourses before ill-informed people, but speak ot those things 
with precision^ which are strictly necessary to their welfare. Before 
you visit sick pcrsoAs^ reoiember vfh^X is to be dou^ for their good : 
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it-it comSoifi and alleviation of their affliction^ which they require, 
not vevbal ar^iHnents. On entering their chamber, do not neglect 
either the manner in which yo\x take your seat by them, the arrange* 
ment ofyour dress, or your personal actions and behaviour, lie* 
member that you are invested with real authority. Let your atiswers 
be short and precise, Maintain a atate of calmness amidst the 
trouble with which you are surrounded ; and be ever ready for 
prompt and judicious exertion of your aid. In serious cases, be 
diligent in your attendance, that you mav witness the important 
ohanges of the disease, and promptly remedjr any errors which may 
have recently occurred ; but^ above all, qualify yourself to undeKake 
the practice, both by study and experience^ before you embark ia 
it ; and never trust to your own judgment, in cases of obscurity, 
when you can have recourse to the assistance of one, whom you 
know to be more skilful than yourself. Be not conceited; for 
conceit is a constant attendant on ignorance." 

HYDROPHOBIA. — A very distressing case of this disease lately 
occurred at Sheffield. By the narrative published by Mr, Overend, 
an eminent practitioner of that place, it appears that about the 
commencement of last February, in the house of his mather-in«Iaw, 
where he and his wife resided, a young dog was aftected (as they 
supposed) with the disease termed the distemper, of which, in the 
space of a week or ten days, he died. From the commencement of 
tne disease, to the time of its death,- it was irritable and savage, 
repeatedly biting another dog in the house, snatched at every 

Kerson who attempted to caress it, and once assailed the patient ; 
ut whether the animal scratched or penetrated the skin with bis 
^n^, no one could positively assert. It is further stated, that the 
patient was in the habit of thoughtlessly introducing his hand into 
the mouth of the dog, to prove his docile state; and some weeks 
preceding the indisposition of the animal, he suflfered one of the 
dogs to lick a wound that he had recently received on the skin, 
from the idea that a wound licked by a ioz would heal witiiout 
trouble. Whether the dog was mad, or diecTof the distemper, Mr. 
Overend declines to give an opinion. On Saturday, theSd of April, 
the patient went to his work at the u^ual time, without any obviout 
symptoms of indisposition, and returned to bis dinner at noon. 
When the meal was presented to him, he observed to his wife that 
he felt unwell, and took much less than his usual quantity. He 
returned to, and continued his employment during the afternoon; 
On attempting to drink a elass of beer, after finishing his day*$ 
work, at the iiouse where be and his companions received tiieir 
wages, he felt some impediment in swallowing the fluid, reeulting', 
as he described it, firom a rising in his throat ; he consequently left 
the beer, and returned lehislieme, where he sat down to tea in 
company with his wife; in attempting to drink it, be remarked te 
her, that a painful rising in his throat prevented him awaltowiug at 
the heat he usually drank it. He suffered it lo cool, bat soon 
discovered that the heat of the tea had no indaence over the impe* 
diment in swallowing, and that a few drops nearly cool in the tea- 
spoon, annoyed him as much as a larger quantity in the cup, pes* 
sesiuiig a higher temperature. After several iaefb(t«al aitempta, 
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h6 relfnquiirhed tbe paitiAil eonfltct, ftnd retired from the tabl^ wttti* 
mit ^uetlthin' Ms thirst. After tea his Wife made preparations for 
leaving him for a short period, wkh an intentioti to purchase Dee«s^ ^ 
saries m the market for the ensnino; week. The idea of bein|(^ ted 
alone excited in his mind some feehngs of distress, that indneedliim' 
to request she would get through her operations with all possible 
dispatch. As he had received little nourishment from his last meal, 
his wife, on her retam, was anxious to prepare htm sotnethifig in a 
solid farm, and accordingly cooked him some meat; but the want of 
appetite, combined with the difficulty attendant on deglutition, were 
insurmountable barriers to his eating ; he consequently retinqnished 
his supper and retired to rest, and slept until four o'clock iti the 
morning. Feeling restless and indisposed, he shortly after left his 
bed, and desired his wife to prepare breakfast. In attempting to 
swallow the tea, he found his incapacity in that res|)ect considerably 
increased, and the moment it came in contact with his lips, he was 
seized with spasms in the throat, almost amounting to suffocation, 
combined with indescribable horror and excessive anxiety. In the 
course of the mot*ning he obtained some water with an intention of 
washing himself, but the moment bis hancfis came in contact with the 
fluid, he was instantly seieed with convulsive sobbino;', similar t^ 
that feeling commonly experienced by individuals wno walk de* 
liberately into a cold bath. On applying the water to his face, 
violent spasnls were produced in his throat and chest, that left oh 
his mind the impression ^ great alarm. 

Early in theferenoon (Sunday) he was in a state of g^eat per* 
turbation and anxiety, but vei*y deliberately described the state of 
his safferings firum their commencement, and with determined 
f irtttttde and manly resolution, shewed hfs painful incapacity to 
swallow flttfds, by attempting to drink a small quantity of water, 
which produitod an effect truly alarming. 

At this interview he was copiously bled, and a bolus and mixture 

w«re tmraediately sent hfm ; the former of which was taken, and 

operated, properly; but the latter remained in a great degr.ee 

miswallowed, after many n fruitless effort; and many a manly 

resoliition to conquer the horror and repugnance he entertained for 

all kinds of li<]tiids. Early in the evening Mr. Overend found him 

in bed, with the upper part of his chest uncovered, to avoid, as 

ke expressed it, the steam that issued from the bed clothes against 

his face, and produced spasms that alarmed and disturbed him t6 

excess. He haiFed his entrance into the room with the most friendly 

salutations, expressed his gratituile for attention, and informed him he 

had experienced great benefit from the bleeding for more than two 

hours after the operation ; and that it had enabled him to support 

the painftil application of the lathering brush to his face, ana that 

lie had actually shaved himself. He informed him that his spasms 

were now getting much worse, that his thirst was immoderate, and 

upon the least application of moisture to his lips, he was instantly 

seized with an indescribable horror, that evidently appeared 

associated w\i\i a sense of suffocation. He observed that the breath 

of a by-standcr, when too near him, or the least stream of ait 

pasisiag over hts countenance, pt*oduced huMipportable spasms^ and 
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that he liad suffered exquisite torture from one of the women iacau'- 
tioiwly laying a bit of carpet at his bed-side, which caused a 
concussion of the atmosphere against his &ce». 

Mis- countenance, his manner, his watchfulness, his anxiety, and 
solicitude, shewed the extent of his sufferings, and io a gr^at decree 
deterred me from wishing him to jperform any operation, where 
no advantage could accrue, but the gratification of mere curiosity. 
As he comj^ained of great thirst, we proposed he should attempt 
to moisten his mouth with a tea-spoonful of water; to this propo- 
sition he most willingly acceded, and sat up in bed to accomplish 
the process; in handing the water to him, a few drops were in- 
advertently scattered on the bed, part of which fell upon one of 
his hands; this trifling incident produced a paroxysm of painful 
suffering; he snatched away his hand as if it had been struck with 
electric fluid, and quicker than thought was seized with spasms 
in the throat and chest, that excited a strong sensatiqn of terror in 
the minds of all who beheld him. After recovering from this trivial 
but terrible accident, he resumed his usual tranquillity, and informed 
us he would endeavour to drink some water; the cup was handed to 
him, which he seemed to view with a sort of horrid repugnance, but 
with a resolution apparently resulting from a great effi>rt, with n , 

trembling hand he embraced it, )and made several attempts to reach 
his mouth, but his resolution failed him. His countenance on this 
trying occasion too plainly pourtrayed his feelings; but with a 
calmness he apologized and begged pardon for his delay. He now 
became more steaaily fixed in nis posture, as if he was summoning 
up his whole resolution, and rapidly carried the cup to his lips, 
which instantaneously produced spasms in his throat and cheist, to 
an alarming and frightful extent* In moving his hand over the 
bed, after recovering from his last paroxysm, he accidentally touched 
that part of the sheet where the water had been spilt; the moisture 
of which excited a strong impression, and produced a slight spas- 
modic attack, with an increase of momentary suffering and 
distress. 

Mr. Overend, for his own satisfaction, called in the assistance of 
a Or. Gounge, who recommended mercurial friction ; but the smell 
of the ointment so much annoyed him that they thought proper t<» 
abandon it. 

^^ At our succeeding visits," observes Mr. Overend, ^^ we had some 
difficjilty to separate ourselves from him ; and, on every attempt to 
leave the house, with expressions of great anxiety and solicitude, 
Jhe desired us to continue with, and protect him. We prevailed 
.upon him to go to bed ; begged of him to be tranquil and composed, 
that he might obtain a little sleep, which he promised to perform to 
the best of his ability. We saw him again after dinner, and found 
him seated in a chair without his coat and waistcoat, at a distance 
from, but opposite the window, with half an orange in his hand, 
which he frequently applied to his tongue, in a very hurried 
but very cautious manner, carefuUv avoiding his lips, and solicitous 
that no part of the juice should drop into his mouth, as either 
circumstance agitated him with convulsive horror. At one time, 
while in the act of touching the tongue with the orange he con 
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jfttantly held in his hand for a period of near thirty hours, tvhich 
seemed to impart to him feelings of momentary comfort and 
satisfaction, he observed to me, with a wistful countenance — 
^ This is poor consolation to an individual whose intolerable thirst 
Would t^ke a whole gallon to quench. " His spasms were growing 
Worse, and evidently more violent, with a morbidly increasinj 
susceptibility of impression, so much so, that he suffered incredibi; 
From any person moving across the room, except when performeL 
cautiously and slow. His desire for fresh air was incessant; but he 
was frequently thrown into violent spasms, when assailed by a 
gentle current from the window. The dancing and undulatinr 
motion of the sun beakns, against the wall and other surfaces in the 
room, perplexed him considerably, and never iailed, when observisd 
by him, to produee d paroxysm. 

*' The urgency of his symptoms had now a very obvious ^flect ' 
upon his breathing, which ne managed with the most assiduoub 
circumspection; his posture in his chair Was erect; his respiration 
was a sort of half breathing, avoiding, by every voluntary effort, ti 
full inspiration, as the common action of the respiring organs was 
attended with spasms and distress. Observinn^ the way in which he 
moistened his tongue with the orange, one of his mediral attendants 
suggested the pUn of administering fluids through the medium of a 
ftexible tube; ne readily conceded to the proposition, and a tube 
was accordingly procured, one end of which he carefully introduced 
into his mouth, without touching bis lip<;, white the Other was 
immersed in.a cup of warm milk, at a distance from him. Things 
heing thus arranged, and composure recommended to him, \i% wis 
desired cautiously and gently to suck the milk through the tube into 
his mouth, which he timidly and fearfiilly tried to perform; but 
whether from the action of the muscles, in attempting to embrace 
and su6k the tube, or from the air rushing into the mouth in emptying 
it, I cannot take upon me to say; the effort was instantly associated 
with convulsions of a very formidable and frightful aspect. This 
was the last time I saw him attHnpt to take fluids. 

'^ He was seldom or never without one or other of his medical 
attehdants/ and Continued, without miich variation, till past mid* 
night, when he fell into the last and most distressing stage of 
th^ disease. 

*^ Instead of the Want of moisture in his mouth, a roost abundant 
secretion of mucus and saliva took place, which he laboured to dis* 
(Charge With ineessant vehemence, forming on the floor where h^ sat 
a pooty that covered a considerable surface. The upper part of his 
body was dmwn and distorted in every possible direction^ and 
twisted from side to sidcf with incredible velocity, during which 
lie constantly occupied himself in discharging from his mouth, with 
great impetuositv and perturbation, the saliva that annoyed him. 
With his hand ne frequehily wiped from his forehead the large 
drops of sweat his sufferings pr^uced, the moisture of which con- 
tinued to inci'ease his distress, ^nd Which he dashed on the floor 
with nnparalleled efforts^ piteoiisly groaning, and emphatically 
uttering the word *^ horrid.'* In this situation he ctintinued till 

VOL IV. X 
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halP-pafit eight o'clock on Tuesday morning, when he quietly, and 
almost imperceptibly, fell into the arms of death, after a severe 
purojcysm, supported on one side by an acquaintance, and on the 
other side by our pupil, Mr. James Fox. 

/' He was perfectly sensible to the last moment of his existence^ 
and at all times apologised to his attendants for occasionally pushing 
them from him, when involuntarily acted upon by the violence of 
his ftuflerings ; and expressed, in his last moments, his obligations to 
those about him/' 

The unfortunate patient derived no advantage from the additional 
aid of Dr. Gounge. In a case of so acute a nature, that must termi- 
nate in a v^ry short period, unless some means were employed 
^capable of arresting its progress, what benefit was mercurial friction 
likely to produce I and if mercury could have been introduced into 
the system by friction, so as to affect the gums, was it not more likelj 
to increase the irritation of the nervous system than allay it ? The 
abstractibn of blood was certainly proper ; but why did not Mr. 
Overend follow up the practice recommended bv Dr.Iieid, of Dublin? 
Why not apply a blisjLer over the spine, and indeed over the head 
^nd the abdomen ? A disease which destroys life so rapidly as hy- 
drophobia, should be vigorously attacked with active remedies- 
remedies that will act rapidly on the system. Had this treatment 
been adopted, which has been found to succeed in some cases, the 
physician and surgeon would have had the satisfaction of having' 
acted on some rational principle ; but we are told, that althougn 
Dr. Reid's treatise has been noticed in all the periodical medical 
works, and advertised in all the newspapers of this coifntry, neither 
the physician nor the surj^eon ever heard of it. Of all the cases of 
this formidable disease that we have met with or heard of, this was 
tJie most favourable for giving Dr. Reid's treatment a trial. 



PRESCRIPTIONS. 

For Indigestion^ attended with Costivenessy hy Dr, Babbington. 

Take of the blue pill, extract of rhubarb, of each twenty-four grains. 
Mix and divide into sixteen pills. — Two to be taken every night. 

Take of infusion of cascarilla, five ounces ; carbonate of soda, one 
drachm ; tincture of orange peel, six drachms: mix. — Three 
table-spoonsful to be taken twice a day, i. e. about two hours 
before dinner, and three hours before bed-time. 

For Fluor Aldus and Gleet. 

Take of the saturated tincture o(, cubebs, one ounce ; decoction of 
marshmallow root f foreign) feight ounces: mix. — ^Three table- 
spponsful to be taken three times a day. 
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« 

for Indigestiorfy allentled zcith frenernl Debifity and edematous 

Smelting of t tic Legs. 

Take of the f^turated tincture of cubebs, one ounce; extract of 
rhatany, one drachm; barley water, six ounces: mix. — Three table 
spoonsful to be taken three times a day. 

Tal:e of extract of rhubarb, ditto of jalap, of each half a drachm; 
prepared calomel, ten grains; oil of cloves, six drops: mix, and 
divide into twenty-one pills. — Three to be taken twice a "week in 
case of costiveness. 

Fo7* chronic Asthma, attended with generat Debilitj^, and edematous 

Szcelting of the Legs. 

Take of solution of gum ammoniac, seven ounces; the saturated 
tincture of cubebs, one ounce: mix. — Three table-spoonsfui to be 
Jakeu three tinier a day. 



Mr. FAITH H0RXa«rf/ii5 PATIEXT.— The long correspon- 
dence between these gentlemen, which appears in our fortieth num« 
her, was inserted by the particular request of an old subscriber. 
The first letter the patient received from Mr. Faithhorn afibrds ample 
evidence of the motives that induced him to publish a treatise on 
hepatic complaints. His declining to answer Mr. W.'s letter, with* 
out a fee of two pounds, one would have supposed was alone suffi- 
cieut to have convioced him which of the two was to be benefitted 
by a further correspondence. 

If a man, styling himself a surgeon, declined to answer thelelter 
of a gentleman, without a fee greater than that the most experi- 
enced physician would demand or expect, what was the inference ? 
Credit is due to Mr. Faithhorn, for having opened his eyes in the 
first instance ; and for proceeding in the correspondence the patient 
can only blame himself. The correspondence (which many of our 
readers have thought tediously long) confirms our statement that the 
object of most medical men, in broaching new doctrines and publishing 
practical treatises, is to increase their own practice. Mr. Faithhorn, 
it must be allowed,^ exhibits a profound knowledge or the art of 
keeping iip confidence, and promoting the fee trade. This art, it 
lias been said by an eminent lecturer on pathology, is the principal 
qualification of a physician. Of it Mr. Faithhorn's letters afford a 
very pretty specimen — we were going to say, exposition. 

In the patient*^ history of his disorders, giddiness, restlessness, 
and stupor, are the n^ost prominent symptoms, and we should have 
supposed would have principally influenced a surgeon or an apothe« 
cary in the medical treatment. — Indeed, to us it appears that his 
general health suffered chiefly, if not entirely, firom over-detention 
of the blood*- vessels of the brain, to which elderly people are very 
ttubject from venous plethora^ and had it been removed by vc- 
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nesection, vre are of opinion all tbe other symptoms would ha^e dii* 
appeared. 

The benefit he derived from active purgative medicines confirms 
this supposition. The shooting pains he experienced in the region 
of the liver» stomach, and spleen, were evidently symptoms of in* 
ilammatory excitement of the peritoneal covering of those organs, 
(not of nu>fbid derangement of the structure of the liver, as stated 
by Mr. Faitbhorn, ) and indicated the propriety of blistering. The 
pains in the one case are acute, and in the other, obtuse. To mag* 
nify symptoms, and to represent trifling affections as serious, may, 
in some cases, be proper to keep alive confidence ; but to represent 
ft pain in the groin, incipient rupture that required a truss, and the 
excoriation, as a complaint that might have advanced to something 
very serious, was, we think, carrying the art rather too far. The 
excoriation, which Mr. F. takes the credit of curing by exciting a 
fresh action in the part, it appears by a subsequent letter from the 
patient, to have soon disappeared after he left off the application, 
and that the **new action" seems to have kept up the "oM one.'* 
With respect to Mr. F.*s remarks on different trusses, and the charge 
he made for a common one, we shall say nothinr^ as Mr. Oddy has 
signified his intention to reply to them. In Mr. W's letters we disr 
cover no symptom that, in our opinion, justified a regular exhibition 
of mercury. In inflammatory excitement of membranes, mercury, 
carried to an .extent to aflect the mouth, we have uniform *y found 
iiyurioua. After the patient had lost all bis teeth by t))e use qf mer« 
4niry, the direction to live chiefly on light puddings, and to take 
little meat, was certainly very judicious. By Mr. Faithhom it apr 
pears evident that all his sufferings were attributed to a disordered 
state of the liver; but upon what principle, or with what view he 
prescribed ipecacuan, with squill and the benzoic acid, wlien the 
pains in the hypogastric regions were extensive and acute, and! when 
the stomach was in a very disordered state, we cannpt copjecture. 
The effects of the medicine being an aggrHvation of his sufferings, 
Air. Faithhom very ingeniously ii^timates his suspicioi^ that the 
medicines might not be good; be therefore proposed to get his 
prescriptions compounded in London. This, althpugh he was urg^ 
to do it by the patient, he afterwards declined^ in consequence of 
♦• the excoriation, which he hoped would be speedily ^•emoved:** a 
Tery cogent reason indeed ! ! The prescriptions are curious com* 
pqunds. To prescri|)e the carbonate of soda with ox>m^l of squills^ 
betrays an ignorance of chemistry. 

The prescriptions are, however, on a par with his pathological re* 
marks. — In this respect there is something like consistency : had they 
come from a pupil that had been with us only two years, we should 
certainly not have formed a favourable opinion of the figure he 
would make in the medical world. The correspondence evidently 
proves that although Mr. Faithhom has made a book on complaints 
of the liver, in which he professes to divulge a successful mode of 
treatment^ that his pretended superior |LUowlcdge does not sur- 
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pass that of any apothecary in ibis kingdom*— and further thd 
deponent saith not- 

DEAFNESS. — Sirs,— In your S9th number, a letter appears 
from Mr. Wright, an aurist, calling upon me to fipecify the cases of 
deafness, to which my remedy is applicable. Having specified the 
eoraposition, I conceive it was more his duty, as an aurist, than mine, 
to point out the species of deafness in which it was likely to prove 
beneficial, and those in which it was capable of doing mischief. It is 
very plausible, and, no doubt, very politic for an aurist to talk of 
different species of deafiiess; but to assert that a remedy so simple 
as a solution of bay salt is capable of doin^ mischief in any case of 
deafness* is, in my humble opinion, ridiculous. The remedy I 
recommend, simple as it is, I have found wonderfully beneficial ia 
many ca^es of deafness, which I attribute to its chemical action oh 
the nerves of the membrana tympani, S^c* and in promoting k 
secretion of wax. It is therefore applicable to all cases of deafness, 
arisinji^ from relaxation of the membrana tympani, or other causes, 
$eated in the external ear. By invigorating the branches of nt»rve8 
which spread over the membrana tympani, and the internal surface 
of the external ear, it may even prove highly beneficial, when the 
cause is seated in the internal cavity. That it is capable of doing 
mischief, even where the membrana timpani is ulcerated, 1 deny. 
Of this I am satisfied, that if the case is curable it will succeed, and 
I defy Mr. \V right to cure the case in which it has failed — I speak of 
its local efiects. If the constitution be impaired) or in fhult, consii* 
tiilional tre^in^eui will be necessary. This, 1 conceive, is the province 
of the physician. Now as I have, without reserve, stated the cases 
to which it is applicable, 1 hope Mr. Wright will, with equal 
candour, specify tii9 species of ^deafness in which it may prove 
injurious. I am, Sirji, your obedieot Servant, 

LornUm, Feb. «d, 1819. CHEMIOUS. 

BOTTLEDPOKTER.— Sins,— The plan you have adopted of 
subjoining practical or explanatory remarks to the communications 
you insert in your work, gives it a most decided superiority over all 
other publications of the kind, and must render it particularly 
useful to .junior practitioners and pupils. I was led to these 
observations by a report which I have read in the Medical Re- 
pository, from a Mr. WhitmorepfClerkenwell, of the extraordinary 
restorative effects of bottled porter in a case of typhus fever. It 
appears, that after administering an active aperient medicine, an 
antimonial sudorific and the saline mixture, blistering the skin over 
the spine, and keeping the lower extremities warm, by means of a 
ppuiti<:e; aAer the expiration of seyen days, the patient was in an 
alarming state of debility. In this situation Mr. Whitmore de- 
iternined to have recourse to bottled porter, which seems to have 
had a magic influence; for the patient, after taking the first draught, 
reyived and t^ecame sensible, and in the course of the evening was 
evidently in a rapid state of convalescence. Mr. Whitmore 
tlierefi)re copelMdeSj that biottled porter is a sovereign remedy 
ibr typhus fcyerll Had tfata remedy been employed in the irat 
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instance, would the result have been the same, or rather would 
not Ihe febrile symptoms have been aggravated by itT When it 
>vas employed, the morbid excitement of the system had been 
reduced by medicine, and the difiease had nearly run its course. 
In detailing tlie effects of medicine, it is of great importance to 
notice the stage of the disease, and the state of the system. 

Mr. Whitmore's case reminds me of a farrier in the neighbourhood 
of York, who was very studious in collecting medical facts. A 
young woman in his parish, in the last stage of typhus, being given 
over by her medical attendant, her friends requested the farrier to 
see her. The farrier on his first visit, gave his opinion in positive 
terms, that he would restore her to health. Her parents consenting 
to place her entirely under his care, he sent her a bottle of brandy, 
with direction to take half a glass every hour. The brandy pro- 
duced similar effects to the bottled porter. She revived, and 
in a few hours became sensible. Her convalescence under thi<< 
stimulating treatment was so rapid, that she was perfectly restored 
to health in a fortnight. The farrier, in consequence of this 
success, made a memorandum in his book of medical facts, ^^ Brandy 
good Jbr fevers. " This case did him so much credit, that he was 
shortly afterwards requested to visit a young man on the first 
attack of the same fever. He commenced with brandy ; which, 
instead of reviving the patient, aggravated the fever to that degree 
as to produce inflammation of the brain and lungs, which terminated 
life in a few days. From this unfortunate result, he made a 
memorandum, " Brandy good for fevers^ but not alwai/s. " From 
these medical facts a most important lesson may be drawn. They 
speak volumes, and I hope Mr. Whitmore will profit by them. 

I am, Sir, Your constant Reader, 

Baher Street. JOHN ROBSON. 

HEAD-ACHE. — There is a species of head-ache by no means un* 
common in this country, which seems to have escaped the attention 
of medical writers.— -Jt commences with great dimness of sight, 
which after a few minutes is succeeded by an obtuse kind of sensation 
throughout the brain, with an incapacity to exercise the intellec- 
tual functions. The extremities and the scalp become cold, the 
pulse feeble, and the pupils of the eyes much dilated. It is not 
attended with any increased determination of blood to the brain or 
of any disorder of the stomach. It appears that the electrical or gal- 
vanic powers of the brain are nearly suspended, and that the ener- 
gising nervous fluid is not distributed over the body in sufficient 
quantity. Sometimes vomiting comes on which often terminates 
the paroxysm, the circulation becoming more active and the ex* 
tremities of a proper warmth. The vomiting seems to be an effort 
of nature to rouse the energy of the brain so as to enable it io 
disperse the accumulated nervous fluid ; for the ejected matter from 
the stomach does not shew that that organ was in fault. Warm 
applications to the extremities, especially such as possess a stimula- 
ing power independent of heat, as a mustard poultice, is in general 
beneficial by occasioning a determination of nervous fluid to them. 



MEDICAL MONOPOLY.] 77/e Guzctte of Health. lo9 

and thereby unloading the brain of its accumulation. Sneezing, 
excited by the compound asarabacca powder, is uniformly beneficial 
by rousing the action of the braih. Stimulants taken into the 
btoniach are also serviceable on the same principle as stimulants to 
the extremities. As an internal stimulant, the saturated tincture of 
cubebs has been found the most successful. Galvanism is also a 
very efficacious auxiliary. When the complaint abates, the patient 
experiences a curious vibrating or prickling sensation along the 
principal nerves^ and many have observed that they felt as if some- 
thing was running from the head to the feet. 

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION— A Mr.Kenyon informs uf», 
that he has been cured of an aifection of the lungs which was 
pronounced to be pulmonary consumption, by inhaling the hydro- 
carbonate gas, under the direction of Mr. Payne. Before he com- 
menced the use of this remedy, the cough, which was incessant, was 
attended with acute pains in the chest, and a copious expectoration 
of a matter of a purulent , appearance, sometimes streaked with 
blood. His general health bad given way very considerably, being 
much emaciated, and greatly debilitated. He was subject to 
colliquative perspirations^ and his pulse was frequently accelerate;!' 
to 140. His friends considered him to be in the last stage of 
consumption of the lungs. Mr. Kenyon concludes his letter with 
the following observation :— When I reflect on the wretched state 
of Q|iy health at the time I commenced the use of the hydro-carbonate 
gas, and the wonderful change the remedy produced in so short a 
period, f am totally at a loss for terms sufficiently expressive of the 
high opinion I entertain of the restorative powers in affections 
of the lungs, and of the gratitude I feel for the cure it has effected 
on me." The gas powerfully allays inflammatory excitement of the 
membrane lining the windpipe and its ramifications, and therefore 
is, no doubt, a valuable auxiliary to constitutional and other re- 
medies in the incipient or even an advanced stage of pulmonary 
consumption. 

MEDICAL MONOPOLY.— A respectable gentleman lately re- 
turned from Brighton, informs us that a physician, four surgeons, 
and a chemist, have combined in that town to monopolise the practice 
of medicine, and to entrap the invalids that resort there for the 
recovery of health. They are bound by a Bond to recommend each 
other. The physician is extolled by the surgeons and the chemist 
as a most able practitioner. The patient who consults him goes to 
the fountain head, and all that art can accomplish will be done for 
him, is the general cry of the other partners ! ! The surgeons of 
course are recommended by the physician and the chemist in similar 
terms. The drugs of the chemist are recommended by the phy- 
sician and surgeon as the best that can be obtained ; and as to his 
attention to the compounding department, it never was equalled : 
this conscientious chemist, who is as much entitled to the denomi- 
nation as to that of a conjuror, is bound to charge mixtures, pills, 
&c. at a certain high Price. On analysing this curious combination, 
our friend discovered, that one was a Taj/lor, another a Brewer or 
near to it ; one, a native of Newnham, had been brought up to ani- 
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fnd medicine ! ! They atl profess to be honourable men, and to feel 
for the situation of their patients : they calculate on making fiftj 
pounds of a patient ; and this, on an average, they generally by one 
means and another succeed in doing. At certain'boarding houses, 
the proprietors riBcommend the Physician to be consulted before 
recourse be had to bathing ; " Oh," emphatically observed Mrs. W. 
to our friend, " you surely would not be so mad as to go into the 
sea without consulting Dr. P. — Besides, the warm sea-water bath 
should be taken to prepare the system for sea-bathing.*' The 
gentleman being a medical man, replied, ^^ i am satisfied that much 
mischief is done by previous warm-bathing, and that to receive the 
full advantage of sea-bathing, a person should commence with it : all 
the rest is leather and prunella.*' Although our friend was a medical 
man, he ivas fleeced out of thirty pounds by the plausible humane . 
' gentlemen, of which the honourable combination is composed ! ! 
In artifice, perserverance, and hunting out patients, as well as 
impudence, they excel the medical combinations of Bath. J^et 
visitors, therefore, to this fashionable retreat beware of medical, 
combinations. « 

PYROLIGNOUS ACID.— The account we have giveti of this 
acid in preserving animal food, has induced some chemists on the con« 
tinent to give it a trial : one gentleman immersed the whole carcass 
of a sheep in it, which on examination some months afterwards he 
found perfectly soutid and free from any appearance of putrefaction ; 
others have found iiieat that had been impregnated with it to keep 
good after it H^as dried, without the aid of salt. The leg of mutton 
on which we tried it twelve months ago, although it was so far gorie 
(as the butcher expressed himselO as not to tie saleable, is now 
perfectly sweet, and from its appearance will keep so many years. 

POISONING FROM ARSENIC— In a foreign journal there is 
an official report of the examination of the body df a \Votnan, who 
was supposed to have died from poison. The presence of arsenic, 
in a state of solution, was detected in the contents of the stomach 
and intestines, but from these contents it could not be obtained in 
the solid form. In order, if possible, to procure this decisive proof, 
the (Bsophagus, stomach, and intestines (on the inner surface of 
which no trace of any thing in the form of a powder could be per- 
ceived with the microscope] were boiled in a solution oF caustic pot- 
ass; this was afterwards strained, the potass saturated with nitric 
acid, and lime water added to it, when a precipitate which, when 
dried, weighed 40 grains, was obtained. From this precipitate, after 
adding boracic acid and charcoal, three grains of solid arsenic were 
obtained by sublimation. 

PHOSPHATE OF IRON.— Dr. Bostock has lately claimed the 
first disGOTery of this article in Britain. Jt was long affo collected 
in great abundance, on making the excavatidns for the West India 
Docks, from the places of the roots of plants that had grown in the 

feat. In Mr. SoWerbv*8 Cabinet there are many specimens of it. 
t has also been found on the commons of Woolwich and Plum- 
^tead« 
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BUIlNS. — Tb^ fc^tomng obseTvations add reflections relative id 
the treatment 6{ burn^, ilthou^h chiefly from the pen of a lady, will . 
be found id possess mudb ment both by our medical and non-medi« 
cal readers. — •* To Doctor Samuel Mitchell of New York. — The 
only apology 1 judge necessary for the freedom of, this address is^ 
thAt I believe I am writing toagentlemari, a physician, a philosopher, 
alhd philanthropist. I therefore take the liberty of slating to thee a 
discovery which 1 accidentally made about thirteen years ago, in 
trhich natural philosophy had little or no agency, (whatever degree 
of it I might flatter myself with having previously acquired,) but 
by enabling me to trace back to the cause the unexpected and sur- 
prising effect. 

•* I had burnt thte back of mV thumb, near the hand, a space per- 
haps I^ss than the size of a dollar, w^hich was nevertheless sufficient 
• to tie down my sore attention' to its smarting for two or three 
hours, while busily engaged in domestic avocations. At length, 
irnerely because I knew not what to do with it, I applied a plaster, 
Compounded of Bui^undy pitch, bees-wax, and a little oil; which 
I had long kept in the house as a convenient application for slight 
tirounds, and which I shall take the liberty hereafter more particu- 
larly to describe. I then went On with my work, ^nd did not think 
df my burti again till about five hours after, whefi the singular cir- 
comstance of Sudh cortiplete relifef excited an immediate iiivestiga- 
lioti of the cause ; which, as it appeared to me, was, first, the 
toihponent parts of the natural cdVering, the skin, were so for 
decomposed or weakened by the action of fii*e as to render them in- 
capable of bearing the dpplicatioii of oxygen to that part, w^ithout 
iuffering a continued tendency to further dissolution, that the exter- 
nal application of a coibplete non-conductor gave the part imme- 
diate rest, and afforded nature an opportunity to repair the breach. 
By thus excluding the brisk action of oxygen, 6very tendency l6 
inflammation from without was also fully excluded. 

** In consequence of the conviction resulting from this traiin of rea- 
k)nin^, I have never sirtce made any other application to a burn 
Or scald ; and, by a continued series of invariably successful trials, 
t am io fully confirmed iri the rationality of the theory, that I now 
feel it an incumbent duty I owe to suffering humanity, the infant 
part df it especially, to use every effort in my power to give it pub- 
licity. And, though I flatter myself it will not be necessary to cor- 
roborate it by facts in order to obtain Dr. Mitchel's assent to the 
justness of my theory, yet it may be to some others, to whom thou 
tnayest have the goodness to communicate it, from the same bene- 
volent and compassionate motives which, I trust, have induced me 
to make this candid statenfient. I shall, therefore, now select three 
of the most prominent cases out of the many to which 1 have Ijeen 
Witness, or which have been substantiated to me by what I consider 
unquestionable authority. 

" The first was the case of a young woman in our family, eight or 
nine years ago, who scalded her arm with a column of steam, which 
raised an entire blister otl about one-third of its surface. I applied 
the plaster, and bouiid it up close : It gave her immediate and com- 

VOL. IV. Y 



162 Tht Gazette of Health^ TBvmss, 

jAete relief from any further suffering. . She let it remain four or 
five days without opening, and pursued her work as usual. In 
little more than a week it was completely healed, and no inflamma* 
tion appeared in it. 

** The second case was that of a child of about a year old, in the 
summer of 1817» who was scalded with salt-meat broth on the 
breast and nearly the whole'of the right-arm. The father, whose 
tiame is Nichols, came nearly six miles to me for directions; hav- 
ing previously heard something about my mode of treating burns 
andscalds. This was the afternoon of the first day [Sunday;! and, 
before the week was out, he informed my late lamented brotner-in- 
law, Richard Robotham, that, on the application of the plaster, the 
child went quietly to sleep, after suffering extremely during four. or 
five lM>urs; bad a good night's rest; that the parts were nearly all 
healed ; and ike child had, through the whole process, been en- 
tirely ^asy and fvjee from fever. 

** The third is a recent instance of its good effects in the case of a 
child o1' David Rogers in this towti, about four years old, who was 
scalded on the 24th ult We judged about one half the surface of 
the right leg was blistered ; and, in the bend of the ankle, where the 
stocking W4IS wrinkled^ and held the heat longer, the flesh was 
destroyed under the skin, apparently more than the skin's thickness. 
The leg was immediately wrapped close in cotton, until the salve 
could be made and a plaster applied; which could not take less 
than three quarters of an hour, during which time the child's suf- 
fering was extVeme- In less than ten minutes after the plaster was 
on, fihe'was perfectly easy, and in less than ten more was asleep, 
and has never since made the least complaint of smarting pain 
or «oreRess. Next morning the .blisters were carefully pierced, 
on the under side, with .a large needle, through the plaster 
and salve, when tbe water copiously flowed; after which 
the plaster was drawn a little closer and bandliged snug, but was 
not taken off till the thi^d day, and then with great care not to 
break tbe skin, only with a large needle to let out the water, which 
bad again accumulated. The kg was then, without washing, again 
cBclosed in the plaster^ after adding a little more salve where it 
appeared to be necessary. I attended it every day, merely for the 
sake of critically marking its p^rogress ; for the child had in its 
maternal grandmother one of the best of nurses, in whose skill and 
atteation I placed the most entire c<>nfidence. . About tbe fifth day 
there were plain indications of healing, by great part of the space 
ceasing to discharge. On the ninth the new skin was formed 
evidently over tbe whole. On the tenth the plaster was removed 
entirely, and the leg only wrapt in a cloth wetted with spirit, and 
. a bandage applied, merely to shieM tbe young skin from the air, 
and prevent the child's taking cold after having the limb so much 
wrapt up. This day, the eleventh from the accident, the leg ap- 
pears wholly free from redness, or even tetter?, so common on the 
healing of burns which have suffered in their progress by inflamma- 
tion to any considerable degree ; and it has never been swelled at all. 

** I now respectfully request thee to inform me on the foUoirin^ 
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points i^'first, -to what extent may a non-conductor be closely ap- 
plied to the superfices of the human body, and yet leave sufficient 
space for the necessary oxygenation of the blood, throu^j^b that 
source, to preserve it in a healthy state? — also whether, and in 
what oeffree, oxygen can be artificially increased through the lung¥, 
with safety to that important organ ? 

*' With regard to the composition, I would just observe, that, 
though the pitch and wax are, as thou knowest, equally non- 
conductors, yet the pitch alone, even when softened with oil, is 
more adhesive than is necessary; the wax not enough so. 
I, therefore, allow one quarter or a little more wax, wi(h a little 
lard, fresh butter, or oil, to soften the composition sufficiently, but 
not so as to cause it to melt away with the warmth of the flesh and 
admit the air, which would destroy its effect as a non-conductor. 
I then spread it with i| hot knife on old nankeen, or any other close 
limber cloth : leather is not so good, as, on any moisture gettinio^ 
to it, when it afterwards becomes dry, it is apt to grow hard, /f 
Mie skin is rubbed off in any part, I first cover the part with a little 
soft linen lint, and then apply the plaster close, and bandage it 
carefoUy to secure it from slipping. I trust thy goodness will 
readily pardon mj thus attempting to light a candle at nooiwday ; 
and, with requesting a line from thee when leisure from more im- 
|M>rtant avocations permits, I subscribe^ with high consideration 
and esteem, thy assured friend, Hannah Barnabj^. 

'• Hudson,' Oct. 6, 1818. 

To this letter Dr. Mitchel returned following the answer :— 
^^ Madam, — On looking over my letters requiring answers this 
morning, I find yours to l^ one. 1 had very often heard of the 
writer as a person of extensive observation and enlarged mind : I 
BOW behold her as a physician and a philanthropist. 

^^Pain is so great an evil, that 1 wish by every rational means to 
lessen its dominion. The fiicts stated in your communication are 
very interesting, and present the accidents of burns and scalds in a 
new aspect to me. ice, cotton, spirit of turpentine, and various 
others remedies, were ftmiliar to ine ; and,^ although I knew the 
employment of ceraie^ or a composition of bees-wax and olive-oil, 
for a dressing for wounds or sores, 1 did not know that it could 
assuage the torment consequent upon accidents by fire. 

'^Tbese casualties are so frequent and distressing, that it is impor** 
tant that an efficacious and ready method of treating them should be 
known to the head of every family, as also to every medical prac* 
titioner. 

^* The theory of the manner in which, the plaster acts is ingenious, 
.and, I will add, so probable, that I nm not acquainted with a better. 
It is certain that the oxygen of the atmosphere is in contact with the 
vrhole surfiice of our bodies : it penetrates the windpipe and lobes of 
the lungs ; it passes into the alimentary canal ; and in all these 
jiituations it has more than a mere mechanical operation. The 
other effect to which I allude is chemical i-^when the human body, 
or any part of it, or any animated substance, is heated to such a 
temperature as to attract oxygen, a combustion, more 6r less rapid 
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takes place: thejr call it inQammatioii ; %ad^ in iHin viev of th^ 
subject, (he term is very appropriate. IS iXW iatwrfpd tpt xppuf^m 
the further accumuIatiQn and action of ike i^iloric, ^he os^i^eMnp 
parf of the atmosphere mast be kept ui^ay. A c\g^e yppUcatacMi cJT 
uii ointment or cerate does this: the part is protected frpQi l||e 9$* 
sault of ox^geo and caloric, and the consequent paiq ^nd ^ngui^li 
cease. 

^' The analofl^y with inanimate matter is jery strict: a pi^co. of 
wood, when highly charged with caioric^ may he i^ept from actual 
burning or decomposition by being separated fram i\^ o^^ygen of 
the air. In that case the 6re is smothered, or dqipanot kindle. 

^* Why may not the ioterpretatipn appIjK to bq^h pas^ i It |iaf ^ 
^uicli nice similitude as most of the theories we ppsse^* 

^^ Permit me to conclude ^y %n as^uiraqceof my gr^at regard ap4 
^8teem. '< Samjuv ii. MiTfui ^|#* 

*' To Mrs.. Hannah J^qrmrd. 

COW POX.— A Doctor Pew of Sherbourne, in a long article on 
tbe preventive powers of cow-pox and of inoculated small pQj| 
against natural small pox, which the Editor of the Phy^ioal Jow 
nal, in compassion to his age, we presume, has inserted in (he^ 
last number of tbc^t work, positively declarer, that notwithstaadiBg 
all the' cases of supposed small-pox after cow-pox, which hav^ bw^ 
published by Dr. Monro and others, '^ his mind continues to be mad^ 
up Qs to the complete preventive powers of cpw-paift and that bo 
has not a shadow of a doubt but the canes of Docjtor Moqrp will 
speedily follow all the other sup^posed cases of i^maU-pOX after 
vaccination to the tomb of all the capuletsH" A conversation the 
learned doctor lately had with an oldxcoman in Shefbouriie, ho m^yfh 
ll^as fully satisfied his mind, that the ^uppos^d ca^es of small-po3( aH^ 
cow-pox were in reality chicken-poi^ ; and that tbey v^rQ wilfnUjf 
represented to be amalf-pox by a few straggling individual^, ^^ who 
might b^ called the wild men of the woqds ! T' If the doctor, 
during his practice, kas paid the same attentioifi to the cbarap^eis of 
other diseases as he has to small-pox and chickcn-p^, b^ ai^usi bi 
fi rara avis \n the medical world. The £di^>rg of the Idedical J^msi 
nal mtist be hard pushed igr matter to All up tl^e^r u^vfjbf^r^ ^ ai^nii 
f uch ridiculous nonsense. 

The last report of the London Vaccina Institution is grfatly ill 
favour pf the preventive influepce of cow-^pox, acainst 69iall«pox 
contagioQ.-^They admit that something lik^ (ailuras have,ci^4;i)rr?d» 
but that manv of the cases of supposed sn^U*p^^ w^e chi^^n- 
pox. — The bills of mortality unquestionably afford strong ^vid^n^ 
of the fiivoiiraUe efiecta of vaccination, ; for the mo^ vi^olent ene- 
mies to the practice must admit, that since ita intrpdvctipp^ ik^ 
mortality bj^ small-pox has been greatly di9^nisbe4 — We havf 
iatelv met with a fe^ cases of eruptive fever $ioMlar to that d^^cf ibMl 
by Dr. ]^en^, under tlia i^aqaa of Varioloid D^^e^sOi^^-Tl^ OFiiptioo 
Kery much resembled ^alL-pox ; it continued fuU for nine dnjl^ 
but it did not terminate, liH^ ^mall-ppx, in ^uppii(ratia9^--Tk^ «kiJi 
in every instancy continu^ ip^ c^^hil^it, tha ^ip^ apf^anw^ finr Uie 
fijpace of three w^ks,^ which fi^llp^a ro/ea^l^— It wa#. e^rtiiiiiijf Ml 
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«9m11-()qy modi^ed by cow-ppx, for m on^ case the psiti^iU, H 
f^maif: aged 32, b^cj nevf r receivi^d eitW the cqh^ or SDi^iU-pQ^.— r 
Our \e^X repprtg fVoip f arii und Rgu«n of the progregp pf vaccin*- 
tion aru Highly in ita favour. — The caseii of f^ii^ire, it is said^ wer^i 
CD investigation, ^at is factor ilj Qscertained to he chipI^en-poXf— <^ 
A correspondent in Glo^cestersbire inforras ns, that Dr. Jenqer 
intends shprtly to m^kc some further cornmunication relative to 
cow-pox and tl)e causes of its failure. — We sincerely hope that it 
^ill turn out, as our friend intimates, that the failuretare solely sit* 
tributable to the ignorance or inattention of vaccinators, 

EXCESSIVE ESCAPE of BLOOD after EXTRACTION of 
q ^OOTH, — The remarks ^e made in our eleventh number on a 
case of obstipato bleeding after the extraction pf a tooth, which oc- 
cvirred in St. George's Hospital, has induced AJr. Brpdie to publish 
the particulars in the Srst part of the eiglith volume of the Medico* 
Chirurgical transactions — Although the patient died under the care 
of Mr. Brodie in the hospital, the communication was made to the 
spciety by Mr. Blagden, who has nothiiig to do with the hospital.-*- 
We simU give Mr. Blagden's or Mr.^Brodie a narative in bis owa 
words : — 

^f Joseph I^ancton, while a boy, had fi tooth extracted, in conse- 
c^uence of which an alarming heemorrhage took place from the «1<- 
veolus. The hssmorrliage continued twenty-'one days wd th^n 
ceased. It was observeqafler wards, that whenever he cut himself 
accidentally, or received any other slight wound, haemorrhage tpok, 
place to a ^e|iter extent ths^p \^ ordinary persona, and th^t it was 
more difficult to stop. In the summer of loI5, being then twenty* 
i|jx years of ag^, he received a slight wound on the forehead. A 
profuse hgDmorrhage tpok place from ^ wounded artery. Pressure 
^nd the ordinary styptics, were employed for the purpose of suppres* 
fling it, but the bleeuiog constantly recurred. Mr. Gatoombe, who 
tooK charge of the case, applied a ligature rpund each of the divided 
eiads pf ih^ bleeding vessel, but it gave way behind the ligatures 
and the bleeding returned. Mr. Gatcomhe observed the arlery to 
(je very thin in its coats, like a vein rather than- an artery. Thc^ 
hasmorrhage was eventually stopped by the application of the kali 
purum^wbich produced an extensive slough of the soft parts, aud even 
caused an exfoliation of a small portion pf bone. In the spring of 
)816 he 8M0ered mqch from a caries of the secoad moralis of the 
upper jaw on the left side, f'earinff that the extraction of it would 
pi;^asion an haemorrhage, such as nad occumed formerly, . be for a 
considerable time delayed having the tooth rei¥>ved. At lengthi aa 
^k^ CQiUinued to suflfer,, he determined to submit to the operation, 
and the tooth was therefore extracted on the 30th of Jiine. The jaw 
sustained no particular injury by the o]>eratioQ, but there waa an 
%bsp^99 at the root of the tooth, which either was in, or CQuuaunit 
cated with) tba maxillary sinus. A profuse haemorrhage imonedi^ 
al^elv too^ place from the alveolus. On the: evening of the )at July^ 
as tbi^ Ue^ding still continu0dj» I w.^ desired to B»e h'un, and immc^« 
di^ly appHf^ctthe lu^ar caustic tQ thft bottom of tha alvoolm* boA 
wilbQMt ^$ect* I, tbeii carefully stopped the s^ket with spODga 
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soaked in a golution of blue vitriol, and directed that the face should 
be kept moist with some cold application. The bleedings now ceased 
but returned in a few hours. On the following morning the bleed- 
ing was still profuse, and continued so through the whole day, al<> 
though the socket was again plugged with the greatest care and 
attention. On the morning of the 4th of July, Mr. Brodic was con- 
sulted, and applied the cautery to the alveolus, which immediately 
restrained the haemorrhage, and the bleeding did not recur for six 
hours, but in the evening it returned -as violent as before. I again 
stopped the alveolus but without success; the cautery was repeated, 
twice, but the bleeding continued notwithstanding. In applying 
the cautery a large quantity of matter escaped apparently from the 
maxillar]^ sinus. On the following morning, July 5th, the bleeding 
still continued ; the patient had never fainted, out he became now 
very low and depressed ; his situation altogether was very alarming, 
and it became necessary to make some further attempt to restrain 
the flow of blood. The bleeding vessel was evidently out of the reach 
of surgery. The nearest and the only vessel to which it was possi- 
ble to apply a ligature, was the trunk of the carotid ; and as a liga- 
ture on this artery does not seem to be attended with any particular 
risk, and as the risk of allowing the hasmorrhage to continue was 
very great, it was determined that the carotid should be tied. Mr. 
Brodie performed the operation about ten A. M. As the li^ture of 
the carotid produces a cure not only of the common aneurism, but 
of the aneurism from anastomosis, which is a disease of the smaller 
arteries, it was fully expected that it would stop the bleedingjn 
this instance ; but in this expectation we were disappointed. The 
haemorrhage still continued. The wound made in the operation 
bled very little at first, but in the course of a few minutes aAer the 
operation it began to bleed profusely. No single vessel could be 
observed bleeding, but there was a general oozing from its surface. 
Ice was applied to the wound, and while this was continued* the 
bleeding from it was suppressed, but it returned immediately on the 
ice being removed. Ice was also applied to the left side of the face, 
and there was reason to believe that it stopped the bleeding for a 
few hours; however the biemorrhage Afterwards returned, and the 

Jmtient died at five A.M. on the Sunday morning July 7th, a week 
rom the time of the removal of the tooth. 

*^ After death the trunk of the carotid was examined. It was found 
to be of its natural texture, except that there were several opaque, 
white dejpositions on the outer surface of its inner coat, such as pre- 
cede os»fication. The temporal and some other branches of the 
external carotid were also examined ; their coats appeared to be 
thinner than usual, and nearly transparent." 

In this detail the writer has certainly displayed much ingenuity. 
It however falls very short of satisfying our minds of the necessity of 
having had recourse to so formidable an operation as that of applying 
a ligature to the trunk of the carotid artery— an operation, which in 
our opinion, was more likely to terminate in death, than the bleeding 
from the socket of a tooth. With respect to the propriety of forcing 
a piece of lunar caustic into the socket, we shall only observe that it 
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was a practice tbat we should not have adopted. ^' In performing 
our duty as Surgeons," observes Mr. Astley Cooper, " our feelings 
should direct us: the case we should consider as our own ; and we 
should ask ourselves, whether, placed under similar circumstances, 
we should choose to submit to the pain and danger we are about to 
inflict/' This remark, Jiowever absurd it may appear to experi- 
mentalists or cutting philosophers, carries with it true wisdom — It 
IS on the principle of *^ doing as we would be done by,*' that every 
conscieniiousy and indeed scientific surgeon would act. The absence 
of such a feeling does indeed, as Mr. Young observes, debase the 
profession to the level of a mercenary traffic in human calamity* 
Finding that our remarks on this extraordinary case were deemed 
illibersu by a Lecturer on Surgery in London, we put the following 
question to Mr. Abernethv: — ^' Can a discharge of blood from the 
jaw, after the extraction of a tooth, occur to an extent that may jus- 
tify an application of a ligature to the trunk of the carotid artery ?** 
To this question Mr. Aberncthy replied, '^ that he did not conceive 
that a case of haemorrhage could occur from such a source as to render 
such a measure necessarj', the discharge of blood not bein^ likely to 
advance so far as to destroy life."— we put the question to Mr. 
Abernethy for our own information, without making the slightest 
allusion to Mr. Brodie's, or any other case. 

PROSECUTION OF A REGULAR SURGEON.— An action 
was lately brought, by a Mr. Neale, against Mr. Pettigrew, a 
surgeon, aged seventy-five years, to recover a compensation for the 
loss of the use of his right arm, in consequence of a want of skilU 
The cause was tried before the Chief Justice, at Guildhall. 

^T. Scarlett stated the circumstances of the case. The plaiatiflT 
was a respectable artisan, and had been employed as en^^ineer and 
brass-founder, in a large manufactory in the city, and by his iadustrv 
was enabled to earn about four guineas a week. On Sunday, the 1 1th 
of July last, he was returning home about twelve o'clock at night, in a 
gig with a friend, and by some accident the Y^Incle was upset on 
Blackfriars-bridge ; in consequence of which the plaintiff's rjight 
shoulder was dislocated. He was carried, in great pain, to the 
house of his friend, who resided in Fleet-street. Surgical assistance 
was immediately sent for, but the messenger having gone to two or 
three other surgeons, none of whom could be found at home, he 
went to the house of Mr. Pettigrew, who then kept a surgeon and 
apothecary's shop in Fleet- street, at the corner of Shoe-lane, and 
on inquiring for him, the answer was, that he was ill in bed, but his 
assistant undertook to attend the patient. lie was immediately 
conducted to the plaintiff, who was then l^ing in the greatest 
agony, and attempted to reduce the dislocation; but appearing to 
bungle at the oueration, he was asked whether he had ever set 
a dislocation before, and he answered, fifty times before. Afler 
pulling and dragging the arm for about an hour and three quarters, 
during which time the plaintiff was under the most excruciating 
tortures, he said the dislocation was reduced, he bandaged the 
shoulder, and then went away for the night. The plaintiff having 
passed a dreadful night, the next day he was worse, and on the 
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third daj tti^ defenddnt himselr paid him a visit, atfid sifter looking 
fti Ihe ^houider^ dp^cai*^d quite satisfied llsat all \ta^ Hght; 
iis^ur^d his j[)aiieht that h^ would be well enough ill ten days to go 
out, and in three months W6u]d recover the perfect use of his arm. 
He continued to use the dePendant'd prescriptions for about seveti 
^^eks, wh^n finding himself no better, h6 consulted Mr. Gilham^ 
II siirgeon in Black-fri^rs-road, who, oh looking at the shoulder, 
immediately discovered that it had never been set, that Ktl the 
inflammation had subsided, and that the end of the bone had fofified 
a hew bed for itself in the muscles, and had become JLced by the 
osseous matter which surrounded it. In a cdse so e&traordinarj, 
Mr. Gilham did not like to act upoii his own judgment, and feeling 
lor the reputation of Mr. Pettigrew, but still more regarding the 
life of the plaintiff, he determined to consult Mr. Cline; atid upon 
Considering the case, with another eminent surgeon, it was 
determined to try the experiment of the pulley, to try, if possible, 
io reduce the dislocation; but afler the plaintiff was again subjected 
to the most excruciating pain, the operation wholly failed. Since 
iheh the plaintiflT's arm Iiad withered, and he had now only the usi^ 
of the eloow-joint, in underhand motions. The plaihti^ was It 
inarried man, with 3 children, who Were wholly dependent upon hii 
industry for support* In consequence of this misfortune ne wad 
ihroivn out of employment^ and was reduced almost to beggary, from 
having been able to live with comfort and decency. Under these 
circumstances he appealed to the jury for such damages a.^ his 
pftfable case seemed to demand, in consequence of the gros^ 
Ignorance and negligence of the defendant. No money that the 
Jury could give would be an adequate recompence for the loss of a 
fight arm; but the case of the plaintiff was still more deplorable 
l^hen it was considered, thdt through the defendant's ignorahce he 
was deprived of the power of maintaining his family. Since this 
hhfbrtonate occurrence, the defendant had retired frona business, 
*nd had sold his practice for 600/. It should seem, therefore, that 
he Vras in a condition to pay large damages ; and if the evidence 
made otft the case so stdted, he was persuaded that the jury woul^ 
feel great pleasure in giving such damages as vvduld operate as 
A viholesome example, at least to ignorant practitioners, and afford 
some compensation for the pluintiflrs grievous injuries. 

Mk Vandenburgh, the plaintiff's friend, who was with him at the 
time of the accident, proved the circumstances which came under bis 
knowledge. Mr. Gilham, the surgeon of Blackfriar's-road, also 
(Sonflrmed Mr. Scarlett's statement, as to that part of the case 
Which related to the subsequent treatihent of the plaintiff. The 
defendant was ft very old man. Mr. Cline gave evidence to the 
same effect. On his cross examination, he said it was possible, in 
the case of a lusty patient, and where there was a great deal of 
inflammation, for a skilful surgeon not to be able to ascertain 
inimedidtely whether a dislocation of the shoulder was reduced ; but 
with accurate observation, even in such a case, it was easy to 
ascertain whether the bone was in its proper place.- Here, however, 
the observation could not apply, because tne plaintiff wa^ a thia 
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spare man, and It was impossible ibr any surgeon ofcompeleat skill 
iri bis profession to* be niiataken. Ue was of opinion tbat the 
plaintiff^a didocation had never been reduced* The plaintiff had 
completely lost the use of his arm for all purposes wherever it waa 
necessary to raise the hand above the chest; he might use it i^ 
underhand motions, , The foreman ii| the house in which the 
plaintiff had been employed stated, that the plaintiff if as a mos^ 
skilful and scientific workman, and could earn four guineas a w^k. 
He had been seventeen vearis in the house, and his employers luiiL 
never been able to find a sufficient substitute in his branch of thc^ 
maau^ctore. He had been an industrious and respectable ma.U)r 
and^ in the opinion of witness, would never be able to resume lii^ 

employment. . . » • / 

Mr. GuairEy addressed the jury in mitigation of damages^ a^a 
urged, that the defendant was a very old man, and was not in 
circumstances to pay large damages, for there was no proof that he 
had sold his business for 60p/» The misfortune which happened to 
the plaintiff was certainly much to be deplored; but as it was an 
injury not arising from any malice or intention on the part gf the 
defendant, the jury ou^ht not to give any damages which would 
reduce him to Iieggary m the evening of life. 

The Chief-Justice summed up the case^ with strict Impartiality ; 
and the jury, after considering their verdict for.aboiit half an hour, 
found for the plaintiff— Damages 800/, 

In (he evidence of Mr. Gilnam, as auofed by Mr. Scarlett, ther^ 
is certainly something tiew. — It is thenrst time we hciv6 heard of the 
end of a dislocated bone being, fixed by osseous matter .-r-A iter puch 
assertion^ we think Mr. Gilham acted vet^ wisely in tot trusting 
Xo his own judgment. From fractured extremities of a bone, an 
exudation takes place, which maybe termed osseous matter ; but from 
the surface of a bone where the periosteum or the capsular ligament^ 
covering the extremity of the bone, is entire, which is the case iit 
simple dislocation, no such secretion takes place; We ha ve met with 
cases of dislocations of the shoulder-jofnt, apparently as simple as 
the one for which Mr: Peltigrew was prosecuted, which exceedhiglf 
puzzled some Hospital silM'seons in London, and which termi* 
natel as disastrously. Th><s pi^osecution, we hope, will ifiduce 
surgeons not to place too much confidence in their pupils, atid espe^ 
cially those who hold appointments to Hospitals. Vr hen; -we eon* 
sider the advanced age of the surgeon, bis not having interfbred 
with the case in consequence of the- assurance of his assistant that 
it was reduced', and the impossibility of ascertainingtbe.natttrt of 
Iheaccident^ fi-om the adhesions that had taken place at (the time 
Mr. Cltoe and the other experienced surgeons attended, the verdict 
appears tons to be severe.^^Frora the position of thearm^ Mr^ 
Pettigrew might have known, without taking off the plaster and 
bandages, that the dislocation was not reduced. 

AN ACTION by a QUACK for REMUJ>HaiATION for 
ATTENDANCE.— During thelast terra a Mr. Hiibe, who pretends 
to cure cancerous ulcers, proceeded against a Mr. Phelps, to recovcir 
the sum of seventeen pounds and fourpence for mfdicinea and 
attendance pn his wife. 

VOL. IV. z 
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Mr.Gurney stated- the case to the jaiy. He said that the plaintiff 
was not a regular practitioner in this country, but he was in posset 
sion of a most valuable neceipt for curing thai dreadful distempee 
the cancer. Ifi March « 18 18, he was employed by the defeiidhnt to 
attend his wife^ and she had acknowledged that hia medicinsB were 
Very efficacious. The charge, h^ agreement, • wae 5S. tot every 
risit, and he was to be paid ^r 44ie medicines also. 

Caroline ffube, the daughter of rtie ptaintifT, about «0 years old, 
iteposed, that her fjither attended Mrs. Phelps, who had a eancer in 
hef breast. There was no wound, but a large swelling. We at- 
tended hef eighteeti titni^, and ftimished a lotion, which waa 
charged at the rate of i\. 10s. per gallon, and atl invMird medietiie; 
which he sold at 15s. a pound. ' 

On cross-examination by Mr. Scarlett, she was asked' whetlier she 
assisted her fether? She rfeplied in the affirmative. Vfer father was 
a German ; he had lived at Manchester : he dW not advertise as ail 
eminent practitioner; hi^ patifents, out of grattlinde, published his 
cures in the papers, and recommended the use of his medicines ! ! 
It wiis principally an inward medicine which he administered for 
th^ curfe of Cancer : it was very efficacious, and was called '"Sove- 
reign Medicine." Mrs* f helps certainly improved under the advicfe 
of her father. Her father had been in Englatid about thirtfeen years. 
He had never tried his remediies in Scotland. He had not been at 
either of the Uoi versities ; he learned his practice abroad, buV 
she- could not say. whether he had taken his doctor*s degree 
abroad. 

Mr. Scarlett here submitted^ that the plaintilT was not a regular 
physician, but a quack doctor^ and, by law, quack doctors had 
no right wl)at«ver to practise. The plaintiff styled himself doctor, 
and his gratirful friends, as the witness called them, recommended 
bim to the public by that title. The greater part of his deniand 
was for medicines furnished ; but no person could vend medicines, 
by law« withoul. ^ licence from the company of Apothecaries, in 
the feign of Henry VIIl. when the practice of physic was mpstly 
engrossed by illiterate monks and empyrics, the celebrated Linacre, 
in order to.' redress that' grievance, procured letters patent from the 
King, which were coa(irmed by Parliament, to establish a corporate 
society of physicians in thia city;, by virtue of which authorityyihe 
college, afi a corporation, now enjoys the privil^eof admitting atl per^- 
soils whatever to the* practice of physic, as well as that of supen^ising 
all prescriptionB. And it is expreiislv declared, that aeone shall be 
admitted to exercise physic ia any of the dioceses in £ngland, out of 
Loadoh, till such time tliat be be examined by the president 
and three of the el«ects, and have letters testimonial froei them, un^ 
leas he be a graduate in either University, who, as such, by bis 
very degree has a right to practise all over England, except wifebin 
seven mites of I^cinmn, without being obliged to take any licence 
from the Bishop. By the 14th and Idth H^nry VIIL c. 5. s. flu 
fctrther provision s were made on this subject; but by tfae%S4th and 
Smh Henry VH I. c. 8, the legi«la€une allowed persons, being the 
King's subjects. . to practise in external applications, but not to admi«- 
nister internal i nedicincs, except in three cases, namely, stone, Btren- 
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gusiyyEtid ague. Thencametheactof the56tbof{iiiiprp86ntMajesty, 
entitled ^' An act for tbe better regulating tbe practice of apotheca- 
riea tbroughout England and WaM;*' by whicn it waseiiacrted, that 
froin.aud after ibe lat dayof Auguat, 161-6, it abottld not be lawif^l for 
any person or persona (except perwNis already in practice as suoli) 
. to practise as mi apothecary in any ^rt of England or Wnles, unless 
he or they should have been examined by ibe court of exnminers, 
directed to be appointed by the said act» and sbould (M»re anceived a 
certificate of his or tlieir bekig duly qualified to practise an siicb apn- 
tbecaiy as aforesaid, io tbe manner by tbe said act directed ; and by 
the said act it was further enacted, that it anv f>efBon ^except nuoh 
as were cheo actually practising sa such) should, after tbe said 1st 
day of August, 1815, act or practise as ao apolhecary in any part 
of England or Waka, without having obtained sqch certaficate as 
aforesaid, «very person so ofTendii^ sbould, for every sncli nflmtie, 
forfeit and pay 4be sunt of 10f« 

The Chief Juslice examined the several atatutcs, and after nanse 
convenMHtion with the counsel on both sides, delivered his opinion, 
that although die phiintiff could not practise eiftlier as a physician or 
aA apothocary, yet that be might, under tbe woida of lbe'34tfa and 
35th. of Henry Vlil., administer external «ipplioations. flis lond- 
shk) said, that the piomqlgaiaon'of the met of the 56th of the King 
had done infinite good to society. 

Mr. Scarlett then addressed the jmy. He eairi, be <liri not eKpect 
with much confidence, that he shonM be iuble tin put down this 
quack doctor by the acts of parliament, but he tniated that tbe fiicts 
. which he should boring hpfore them would aeeure n verdict for bis 
client. The pndfieasioa of physic was of the utmost iSiportance to 
mankind, and when he fefleoted on the talents and chamoter of those 
eminent persons in this coiustry, wdio dofisg the lost bundled years 
had brought this artaimcst toperfectioo, be conid not lestrnin the 
expression of his indignntian nt thie fmuds and infiaries oom«tittad 
by thoee ignorant and cnlfMble impostom, who, in order to £11 their 
own pockets trifled wath the faaalth, «ncl often deatsoyed tbe liven, 
of tbeur fedtoHHcneatuireB. I'hese insolent and detsstnble obSMCters 
bad flonrisbed >too long tn tihis country. "Some of tbeoi reoom* 
mended (internal medicines, iwbile otbeis professed to cure entemal 
aiJkmonts ; but all of them pretiittded tic be possessed of ^ sovereign 
medicines^" end they poisoned the health and aioniis of the people, 
by the propagation of falsehood and imposture^ He wojald not then 
mention th^ names of several of these persons, who vended patent 
pilk, vital wine, and other nostrums, with promises of perpetual 
health and pleasure; but he most sincerely trusted, thtit die present 
case wowld appear before the public, and that it would opto the eyes 
of fl^ ercMlulouB part of mankind. ' Some of these tjtiack ^d^ti>rs re- 
commended themselves to public notice under /ofetf na^nes, and some 
of them had houses in different parts of the town, being known at 
one phice by one nam^ and ^t another place by a different name ; 
and they did not hesitate to .publish the most false and indecent 
.pulfi^ sometimes, indeed^ evep commitUi|g:perjt«ry, in order -to de- 
ceive the weak and ignorant by their pretended cures. These unpos- 
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tor8 were the most dangerous pests of society ; and he was surprised 
that any reapeetable journal could consent to publish the false cata- 
logue- of 'their infallible specifics. The- mdecent language which 
niaiiy.t>f these persons employed, and the false names which they 
rtrere known to apsumet'which wasa fraud upon society, should ope* 
rate on the liberal conductors of the press, and induce them to ex* 
dude such obscene adirertisements. At present, no lady in a family, 
'.lib female of character, could take up a newspaper to read, without 
Jiaxruigliev. eyes. offended by these advertising quacks* If the press 
,idere to acttowmrds them as the public health and the public morals 
$requiredi these men would soon cease to impose upon the credulous 
part of the oornmuniiy. What could be more immoral, what, in* 
;tl(e^di:inors criminal, than to defraud another of bis iponey and his 
.'life, under the pretence of alleviating pain and restoring healtli ? 
. The best medicines, administered by the clearest heads-^by nien of 
learning, of judicious 6bservation, and Wise reasontng****woiild some* 
' tMues-ddthe misobief they were intended to prevellt: but when men 
..without skilly without eciucation, without knowledge, either of the 
.4iisteniiper^ or even of- what they sdll, make merchandise of the mi« 
.> serable, and, from a dishonest principle, trifle with the pains of the 
unfortunate, too often with their lives ; every such instance, though 
nofc cognizable, by our laws as mimler, yer, in point of risht, is 
equally black and detestable. Numbers of infatuated mortals bad 
^ swallowed: the deleterious preparations of the quack, and had sunk 
. iioder the combined pressure of disease and medicine; who, had they 
fesorted to the regular physician, to the man of education and expe- 
Vi^Qce, would have lived healthy and happy for many years. This 
. >va$ar'mosl afflicting thought; and who thst had a heart to feel 
• wqiihl not endeavour to prevent the further progress of this iniquit- 
^l>us bi^r^ch of trade? Having made these general observations, tbe 
iJearBied'gentleman proceeded to state, that Mrs. Phelps was attracted 
by tbe i^d^eitiaements of the plaintiff, and his pledges of certain 
t. cure I and, Unfortunately, her husband suffered this quack doctor to 
. uttQnd'heii; Jhe lady became.so wretched under his care, that she 
was obliged to iapplv to regular surgeons, who were under the neces- 
Aity of taldn^ off her breast Such had been her fate under this 
doctor of m^idiqe, although the distemper with which. she was 
afflicted was originally only a small tumor. And yet this doctor had 
, told her* that he bad 'cured Mr. Walker, of the Percy Coffee-house, 
Ralhboa^tplacd, of a caticer in the mouth, and the child of Mr. Aste, 
in Tottenham-coiirtrroad', of a cancer in the arm, whereas both of 

^hem had died under hia tf^tment* The following witnesses were 
r^heo^alled ;*-w • 

JHUf Hatthaw Coatos Horsley, t)ie hrpthar of Mrs. Phelps, deposed, Ihmi 
pn tbjB }<||h of Alav he weat witb' h^tlp^oplorHube. Her breast had not 
iinpror^ Ufider bis hands: on the contrary, (ha ^welling had much iacraased. 
Tlite i^iuiess asked him what he conceived the tumor to be ? He replied 
ftat it was a panoer — a stone cancer : He had seen some considerably laiger, 
and $ome smaller ; he had also seen some harder than this — as hard as a 
5U>n^. He said he had been in the habit of cqrinff cancers, and that in ,a 
inonth or six weofcs he could cure Mrs, Phelps. He had aot the smo^llest 
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doubt of tkisy as l!ier« was alreadv an alteratioii for the' better. He said he 
hiid patients tiien under bis hands, namely, Mr. Walker, of Percy-street, 
and the daughter of Mr. Aste. He declared that he should not use the 
knife or caustic to Mrs. Phelps, but cure her by steaming. Mr. Phelps then 
Agreed to p^y the 12^, on the assurance that the cure would be made. Wit* 
ness saw his sister afterwards ; the tumor was much increased, and the pain 
was dreadful ! I 

On. .cross<tezannnatiou by Mr Gumey^ the witness stated, that his sister 
.bad been previously attended by Mr. Astley Cooper at uitervals, but he had 
never professed that he would cure her^ 

Mr. Edward Stanley, a surgeon in Charlotte-street, Bedford-square, said, 
that he attended Mrs. Phelps, i^ July. The tumour was then very large, 
but it w^ not \\i a state of much irritation. He was decidedly of opinion, 
'that no external application for the last six months could have been of any 
use to it. Nothing could be proposed but the removal of the disease by 
operation. That was effected* There was certainly no sovereign medidne, 
'either internal or externa], to core the cancer. 

Mr. Robert Newman Cummin^, a surgeon, at Chelsea, depbsed, that, on 
lh« md of Jane, Tie attended Mrs. Phelps. He found her labouring under 
violent spasms. He was of opinion that nothing would relieve her from the 
cancer but extirpation by the knife — there was no sovereign cure for a cancer. 
Thomas GoocT, a wine-merchant, said, that he was acquaint^ with Mr. 
Walker, of Percy-i^eet. Doctct Hube attended him in March last, and re- 
presented that he would tpeedily cure' him. -Mr. Walker had a cancer in Che 
mouth, and the doctor was to cure him by the ''Sovereign Medicine," and 
different outward appKeatioRS. Mr. Walker became worse under the 
doctor's care, and diea under his^ hands, of that distemper 1 1 It was not for 
the want of paying the doctor well ! 

Mr. John Aste deposed, that he had heard- by chance of Dr. Hube, and 
•eat for him to attend his daughter,, who was eight years old. The doctor 
said that she had a cancer on me arm, and that he would forfeit his life if 
he did not cure her in sixtanonths. He then sent her some lotion, and some 
of the "Sovereign Medicine.** The child, h<iwever, grew worse, the doctor 
- attended herftoqi March till the end of July, and in December she died. 
The witness paid the doctor 2M. for his medicines and attendances. 

'Mr. Gomey, in reply observed, that the best medicines' would sometimes 
fait ;- that his dient, though not a regular physician, was a man of great skill 
end exneiience ; and that, in this case, mere had been a positive agreement 
>to jray liim for the medicines and attendances. 

Th^ Chief<Jnstic4 summed up the evidenoe, and told the jury, that the 
acdon was brought to recover 12/. 10s. for medicines, and 4/. 10s, for 
atten<laDces. Bvl, at idl events, the plaintiff was not entitled to charge for 
•attendances, as he had formerly delivered in a bill for 12/. lOt. for me<&cines 
onty, and ike defendant had not engaged to pay him tor attendance. The 
only question for their consideration was, whether the defendant had been 
induced to allow the plaintiff to attend his wife on the false and fraudulent 
lepresentation that he would cure her. This was the case of a man, not a 
regular practitioner, who hald forth that he would cure a particular disease, 
and Aen referred to other cases which he had treated with great success. 
It appeared, however, that in the instance to which he had referred, the 
paHetUBf imitad afbein^ euredf had diedMnder hi$ kand». Now, no man 
j'had airight: toinluee another to purchase any thing of him, whether medicines 
or other articles, by holdins oat fahe and frauttuleni hopes. The question 
therefore was — Did the defendant allow the plaintiff to furnish medicines 
jin^er {§^9 a^ii frimMeiU promises f If th^ were of that opuioD, they 
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womM fiftd a T«nUet fbr tke defendant; trat if dieylfaoiig^t that ihe plaintiir 
had not practiaed any delusion, then they would give him such eompeiisatioii 
as they might consider reasoniJde. 

The jury immediately retenied a verdict 'for the defendant. 

We are credibly mformed, that in consequence of the very ad« 
iniraUe address delivered to the jury by that upright and scientific 
counsel, Mr. Scarlett, the Editors of the most respectable dafly 
papers that are published in this metropolis, have determrned to 
exclude the advertisements of the most notorious quacks from their 
paffes. — ]f this praiseworthy example were to be ibilowed by the 
Effitors of all the newspapers in England, this niost disgraceful 
traffic would soon, as the learned Dr. Pew would observe, ^^ be 
consigned to the tomb of iall the Capulets,'' where it has doubtless 
sent millioas. 

C UBEB8.— The dried berries of the piper eMba, sold mider the Mflie 
of cubebttf have long been held ia Ugh esttsMitieo amoag the Indiaos aa a 
remedy for gonorrhoBa «nd gleet* Mr. Aadey Cooler* and other $uigeoos 
of London, have lately ibuim th^a highly beaeficiai in those aieelioM» often 
effecting a cure in the course of a lew days. Although they poaaesa a ali- 
mulating property, these ^ntlemen eontuid that they allay irritatitfa et sa- 
creting membraaes. In TucopUeg^atic or languid oonstitutions, we have 
administered them with eocoesa iu the first atege of goaorHKBa (after Mm 
use of an aperient mediooie); but in excitable and plethoric habitathey have 
evldendy aggmvated the disease. For gleet, a diseharge of macua fiam tke 
bladd^r (termed chronic caUurrh of the bladder)^ aad the flaor albas* Ikey 
uB^uestioaahly afibrd an eiMellent remedy^ — ^Th^ ai«e given ia dtfferoat 
forms : some surgeons order a tea-spoonlal al the.benries ia the stale in which 
they »re imDorted* 4o be taken two or thnee times a day. They coatend 
that when tney are giadaaliy digeatad, they do aot produce bo nsiieh irnta- 
tion in the stomadi as whea takea in a state ef powder ;w elhciTS me a 
ureference to the powder, because, tf the digeatioa be not vei^ f^'f^ ^^ 
berries will pass through the iatestia^l caaal undigetfbed. Certem K is, that 
if the stomach be stimulated to a derree as to increase Ike beat of Ike 
body of accelerate the circulatien, the inSanaaatory afiectioa of the aretkia 
will be incneased ; but if the stomadi besUg^y atimalaAed» a determinatioB 
of nervous fluid is produced 40 it, aad, prohabfy* 4a tke iale^Unea wUdi 
relieves the affection of the aredua. Theae beariea afibvd oa disiiUalion aa 
essential oil resembling thatjof die juniper, a thick oil oa eifresaioa, aad 
..qa evaporating an aloobolic tiaottire, aresia eimikr to the attideadd aader 
tbe fkame of Balm of Oilead. They alsa pasaeM a betler ^^oi(ife, wfaidb 
.promotes digestion; they are diuretm, ancf the aritae^froai itsjtraagadoar 
IS evidently strongly impregnated with its fecidiar leTabantkiaata part, it m 
.from this latter ciroumslaace, many praotitionais altrikate thak h eacfaial 
effects ia acute and chroaic excitements of the mtenid aarfbie of the Uadder 
,and urethra, far. gleet and flaor aUias, the -satBiaied tiaatuie iaihabeat 
preparation, and, we have aohesltation in sayiag* tha-nsaat tiif m aa i a l a iad y 
tor tiiose complaints that has heea iatrodaded into ^thepiacstioa af vtadoM. 
A tea-spoon£ul of diia itiactuie taken three 4kaeB a oty ia^ arina*|fkss af 
Wlev water, will soon satisfy the patient 'of ihe truth of tbb asnai'iiaa, 
Por debiUty of the digestive oi^gans, patticulady ia aida^pao^ and wbea 
accompanied with edematous awaUing of Ike Iqn, attraaed swith paadty of 
urine, flatulence. Sic. it is dso a valuakle xeoMw. 

CRAMP IN THE MUSCLES OF THE LEGS.— A n»pactabie 
lady desires tis to state, ^ that ^btt baa ^ibUDd the le»i>ea and the 
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flowers of roscmaty worn in the shoes, to prevent the recarrettce of 
spasms of the muscles of the legs, — ^Tliat she had suffered exceed- 
ingly from repeated attacks of this painful disease, but since slie 
adopted this remedy, (which was recommended tb her by a 
friend) she has remained entirely free from it*' Did the essential 
oil of the rosemary* in this case» act on the nerves* or on the 
imagination? That the lady hews remained entirely free from.spasnis 
sioee she adopted the remedy* and that she previously sutfered 
severely from freqtient attacks of the makdy» we know to be fturts. 

BOlL. — The powder of box teavM, though given as an astringent 
to nealf cattle, appears to be fiHal to pigs. The box' borders of 
several beds fn Mr. Boor's garden at Withering Lod^^e, near 
Stamford, were last week thrown npoo some manure, in which nine 
strong pigs were rooting, four of whom died from eating the leaves, 
notwithstanding castor oil and other antidotes were given. 

BEIJR. — Xo production of this country abounds so much with rcgetable 
saccharine ai&tter as tlie shells of green peas. A strong decoction of them 
so much resembles in odour and taste an infusion of malt (termed wort) as 
to deceive a brewer. Tliis decoction rendered sli[j;htly bitter with the wood 
sage^ and. afterwards fermented with yeast, adords a very excellent 
beverage. The method we have employed is a« follows : — Fill a boiler with 
the Ereen diefls of peas,' pour on water till it rises half an inch above the 
shelU, and simmer ror three hours. Strain off the liauor, and add a strong 
decoction of (he wood sase, or the hop, so as lo renaer it pleasantly bitter; 
then ferment in the usuai manner. The wood sage is the best substitute 
for hops, and bein^ free ffom any anodyne property, is entitled tb a 
preference. By boihag a fresh quantity of shells in the decoction before it 
becomes cold, it may be so stoongly impregnated wHh saccharine matter, as 
to afford a ISquor when fermented as strong as ale. Tn our next number we 
intend to give the results of several experiments we have made with 
different roots, particularly the beet, the parsnip, carrot, wurzel, turnip and 
potatoe,.pea shells, different seeds, as wheat, barley, peas, and ripe fruit, in 
order to asoertaia the proportion of alcohol they atfora. 

GILEEK TEA. — ^The Prussic add ha^ fately been obtained from the 
leaves of .green tea, in so concentrated a state, that one drop introduced into 
the stomadi of a dog, proved almost instantaneously fatal. Green tea, 
therefore, was not fikdy to be g^reatly deteriorated by adulteration. Indeed, 
if no other leaves than those of Uie ash, die sloe, and the birch were 
employed, it was rendered more salubrious than otherwise. A corre- 
spondent in. Dublin informs us« that the accounts which appeared in all the 
Sapers of the' leaves of henbane and deadly night-shade having been 
etected in the adulterated tea seized in Irelana were false, and evidently 
fabricated by those concerned in making the seizures. That the teas 
imported from China afford, on cUstillation, an essential oil very injurious to 
animal life, is a well known fact, and that the prevalence of disorders of the 
stomach (fashbnably termed bilious complaints,) aud disorders of the 
nervous system, are more the effects of tea than any other article of diet or 
luxury^ we have not the smallest doubt. A strong infusion of greeu or 
Souchong tea, sweetened with sugar, is as effectual in poisoning flies as the 
solution of arsenie, which is generally sold for the purpose. 

THE CARDIAC AND NJERVatJS TINCTURE.—This nostrum, 
prepared by James Rymer, JS^^uire, and Surgeon of Ryegate, under the 
proteciwn and ^anctimt of his Msyesty's Royal Letters Patent, the pro- 
prietor declares to be the only fia/e bxiA effectual remedy for disorder!9 of 
the stomach, head, and bowels. In the Treatise the learned Esquire and 
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Surgc^oB has published on iU properties, &€••' he astives the pablic thai lit 

Sosseases nxteen virtues. — ^That it is siimutani and fehrifugeU — That it is 
iuphoretic» diuretic, and a corrector of patrid bile ! !— That it is cephalic 
and stomachic ! ! — That it is sedative and aromatic, &c. &c. ! !— 'Con- 
sequently, that it is good for nearly dU the diseases that assail poor 
' humanity, particuhtrly '* i^ie flying and the windy gout, relaxations or all 
kinds, whether general or local, jail distempers, stomachic and intestinal 
wind, cramps and spasms, paucity and excess of urine, Vatery habits, and 
thirty-six other diseases ; and also for sudden dea^If For childien and 
delicate persons, (whether young or old) it is an admirable corroborant, 
rendering the young strong and healthy, and the aged younff/* Hie Squire 
and Surgeon embraces wim pleasure, the opportunity his publication afiprdd 
him of returning his thanks to those medical gendemen who, in difficuU 
cases, have wim candour and liberality recommended patients, not only to 
his medicine but to his opinion 1 ! I ' 

In costive habits it tends greatly to " open the body; but in cases of 
looseness it tends to check it! ' 

By way of caution, " that tiie public may not be imposed upoit,^ the 
Squire and Surgeon " begs leave to state, that each bottle is sealea with hiA 
coat of armour as follows : — Field Gules, (not Gulky a tree Jrucied and 
eradicated — against the Trunk a Greyhound (not a BuH) passant argent, 
collared of the second — (no Duck) and around the margin of the seal are 
the words, By the King*s Patent, James Rymer.** With respect to the 
cures the cardiac and nervous tincture has effected, they would till as nmny 
volumes as are to be found in the library of the learned Dr. Birkbeck, or 
Mrs. Johnson, or indeed of Mrs, Dick. ** On chemically examining thiis 
*' oufy safe and effifectual remedy for disorders of the head, stomach, . and 
bowels, ** we find it to be composed of camphor, sulphuric acid, rhubarb, 
tastor capsicum, and spirit of wine ! ! I A very judicious <*omposStion for 
fevers, pestilential sore throat, apoplectic predisposition, asthma, and tweiity 
more diseases of inflammatory excitement!!! Three parts of the long 
list of diseases for which Uie Squire and Surgeon recommends this 
remedy as an infallible specific, arise from opposite causes, and are attended 
with opposite states of tne constitution. When the system is in a plethoric 
state or increased excitement, what must be the effects of such a.powerful 
stimulant? In such cases it would indeed be found good for sudden death. . 

The proprietor's right to style himself an Esquire weishall not disptite, 
being, no aeubt as much entitled to it as to that of Surgeon. The modest 
nssumption of the title of Esquire, reminds us of an observation lately made 
by an eminent Lecturer, on finding himself, and all the members of tiie 
Medico-Chirureical Society, styled Esquires by the sccretaiy, (who very 
modestly added the title to his own name) : — ** 1 have no claim whatever to 
any such rank iti society, and I suspect, according^ to the list, that more 
Esquires than Surgeons belong to tne society. The man musi be vaiii 
indexed who ak^umes titles to which he has no just claiim At my hospital 
we have three Knights, and I wish 1 could say as many Surgeons! !" if a 
person fancying he has derived any relief from Squire Kymer's cardiac and 
nervous tincture, in cases of indigestion arising firom debility of the stomach 
and general langour of the nervous system, will give t!ie following tincture a 
trial, we have no hesitation in asserting that he will receive from it' more 
speedy and permanent benefit. 
Take of extract of rhatany (foreign,) half an ounce ; cubehes, bmised, two 

ounces; col umbo root, bruised, one ounce; mix, and infuse for ten days in 

a (|uart of. the best brandy, shaking the bottle twice a day for four or five 

minutes. Of the clear tincture, two tea-spoonsful may be taken two or 

three times a day in a glass of water. 
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Of Dr. FERRIS. 

Tnif emisent physician) after reeeiviiif a classical education, 
commenced his studies in modern medicine, under his particular 
jriend, Dr. Bates, at that time a physici&n of ffreat celebrity, at 
Xittle Missenden, in Buckinghamshire. He afterwards attended, 
the Hospitals in London, and the anatomical lectures and dissection 
rooms of the immortal Dr. William Hunter, who paid him great 
attention. From London he went to Edinburgh, where hesooh 
became a member of the different medical societies. In 1783, the 
Harveian Prize Medal was voted to him, for a scientific dissertation 
on the chemical and alimentary properties of milk. This work 
he published on taking up his residence in London, with sdnie 
judteiotts observations on the important advantages arising from 
maternal sickling, both to mothers and their progeny, When not 
contraindicated by disease or some natural defect. In 1784, he 
f^radtaated OS a dkx:tor of physic in Edinburgh, at which time he 
was one of the presidents of the Royal Medical Society. la 
4he thesis he wrote on this occasion, he ably maintafned the 
humoral patholo^ in opposition to the new doctrines of Mr. John 
Hunter, on the vitality oithe blood, and of Sir Fraticls Millman^ oti 
the diminution of the vital power as the proximate cause of putrid 
fever. 

In 1785, Dr. Ferris entered a perpetual physician's pupil at 
St. Geor^e*s Hospital ; and in the same year, after the usual 
examination, he was admitted a licentiate of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London. He then commenced practice in the 
netropelis, and was elected one of the fifst presidents of the 
Lyceum Medicum Londinense^ established under the patronage of 
Dr. 6. Fordyce and Mr. J. Hunter. Soon afterwards he removed 
to Little Missenden, in Buckinghamshire, as successor to his fKend, 
Dr. Bates; but subsequently returned to London, wh^e he pub* 
lishpd an anonymous work, for popular distribution, with a view to 
ceunteract the dangerous principles of Thomas Faine, and of the 
jaeobinical clubs. In 179!!^, Dr. F. was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries in London. About this^ period^ he gave 

Kituitous lectures on sdect articles of the Materia Medica, at the 
Qse of the late Dr. Burgess, of Mortimer-street, with whom he 
was particularly intimate. In 1797 he was elected a Fellow of 
the iioyal Society of London. In 1795 he united with the most 
respectable licentiates of the Royal College of Physicians^ for 
the laudable purpose of obtainhig, by legal decision, an equality of 
privileges with the Fellows of the College, which was demonstrably 
intended by the College Charter ; and to. prove the facts, he pub- 
lished, in 1795, his general view of the establishment of physic as a 
science in England^ &e. ; a poUication which shews gooid sense, 
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liberal jirinolples, a minute iovestigation of the CSoUege rights, 
and a fair ana candid interpretation of them, to which every man 
of science will accede, ana which even the chicanery of the law 
can hardly contest. Dr. !Fcrris justly remarks, ^^ that the brightest 
talents, if not in alliance with the Universities in £ng;landf, are 
unavailing titles to patronage from the corporate society of the 
College* The blaze of unconnected genius may, by accident, 
display its brilliancy; but it has to make its arduous way through 
a dense cloud of inveterate prejudice. Men of the greatest vigour 
of mind are oAen thus depressed and condemned to toil in obscurity, 
excluded from all the le^l privileges to which talents and industry, 
learning and virtue, fairly and unequivocally entitle them ; whilst 
the grossest ignorance and empiricism, the mc^t atrocious knavery 
in physic, is tolerated iMid suffered to roll on in an uninterrupted 
course of luxurious prosperity. When the cause of all this, 
observes the doctor, is done away — when the stream of professional 
preferment is restored to its original channel, and the source of 
professional feme to its original purity, we may look forward 
to the accomplishment of the ereat object for which the faculty of 
physic was incorporated, and which is now so extremely n^lected, 
as to be apparently forgotten/' 

The beiiltb, the welfare, the happiness of mankind, might be 
greatly promoted by the impartial encouragement of professional 
merit, and by a general and uniform exertion in a liberally regulated 
College, to suppress a herd of infamous quacks and scandalous 
impostors, whp dfiily buoy up the hopes and expectations of 
deluded multitudes, and fktten upon their credulity. '* Ono would 
suppose that an appeal so reasonable, and supported by arguments 
unanswerable, made to a body of learned philosophers, who profess 
to be warm advocates for supporting the dignity of the proteseion 
and promoting medical science, would have had some influence. 
The doctor's ideas were however deemed visionary. — To their ears 
the word reformation was most .appalling. All corporate bodies 
should be tenacious of their rights, and (entertain a just estimation 
of the loaves and fishes. They had already been, in some degree, 
compelled by public ridicule, to give up the cane and the wig, 
which, at the bed-side of invalids, and on the minds of hypochon* 
driacs, had considerable influence. That the efficacy of medicine 
was promoted by the doctoreal paraphernalia, no man of observatioa 
could deny ; and that physicians have lost much of their influence 
II) society by relinquishing them, daily experience affords ample 
proofs. In the profession of the law^ the wig is still retained; 
and it must be allowed, that it^ appearance gives great weight 
to the arguments of pleaders, on th^ minds of an enlightened jury. 
What indeed, observed Dr. Pemberton, would the. Bashaw be 
withQ|i( his' nine-tailed wig ? Further sacrifices they could not 
make; ai|d those who contend that their laws, which are founded 
on the wisdoni of all the antients, are inimical to the progress of 
medical science, inust be enemies to their institution. 

Dr. Ferris was likewise an active member of the Society for the 
eacQur^gen^eiit of Arts^ Manufactures, and Commerce, in the 



^ARtURiTro!^.] The Gazette ofHealth4 179 

Adelphi, London ; mid in 1799, he was one of the clmirtnen of 



Dr. Robert Barclay. At the beginning of 1800, in consequence 
of an increasing asthma, which assailed him everj winter in London, 
he determined to reside entirely at Beaconsfield, in Bnckinghamshire, 
Where he still continues to exercise the important oiBce of a 
physician with great credit to himself; and of late years he ha<i 
added to his employmenta the duties of an acting magistrate for 
the county. 

It is to be regretted, from the specimens he has giten of accurate 
experiments and deep philosophical reasoning, that he has not 
applied his mind to otner subjects of equal interest to the com- 
munity as those we have noticed^ but we may safely say that, 
during his professional prdgness, he has shewn himself an ornament 
to the regular profession, and that, in the different literary associa- 
tions of which he is a member, he has displayed a zeal and ability 
which will render his absence felt. 

The author of ^* Authentic Memoirs of eminent Physiciltns and 
Surgeons in the United Kingdom," in speaking of this gentleman, 
observes, *' With the profession of high literary talents, inde- 

Cttdence and exertion. in his professional career hare been the 
idine traits of his character; and on opposing^ the unphilosophical 
and illiberal conduct of the College or Physicians, a memorable 
event in his history, he displayed both the liberal impulse of duty, 
and a proper respect for the dignity and interest of his brethren, and 
the true intercsst of his country.'* 

PARTURITION.— Mr. Power, a member of the Royal Medical 
Society of Edinburgh, and practitioner in Midwifery &c., has lately 

Iublished a Treatise on Midwifery, in which he flatters himself he 
as developed ^^ new principles by which the duration of labour may 
be materiaUjjf lessened." The work is divided in two parts. The 
first comprises the doctrines of paturition; and the second ^^ practical 
observations relative to the process.*' In the doctrinal department 
we discover nothing new, or likely to interest our non-medical 
readers. Natural parturition the author defines to be ^^ labour which 
terminates iavouranly within six hours without pain.*' In civilized 
life^ this operation of nature unfortunately never terminates so 
bappily ; and the cases that proceed more tediously, and with pain, 
being denominated unnaiurm^ the result of his new mode of treat- 
ment, as detailed by himself will have little or no weiffht on the 
minds of experienced practitioners. The only part of his ^ practical 
observations*' that has the semblance of novelty, is the employment 
of friction over the abdomen, to keep up the action of the uterus, 
abdominal muscles, &c., by preventing metastatic determination of 
nervous energy to any other part of the body, or, as we should sa^, 
to keep up a determination of nervous fluid io the parts engap;ed m 
the process. Although friction has long been emploved to excite the 
action in the uterus, in cases of retention of the after-birth, the author 
exultingly claims the merit of originality in this treatment. On this 
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n^ode of RStbtinf natiurey he obgerves — ^^ Friction is, witbout doubf , 
beoeficial) by exciting warmth in the part rubbed, and also in aflfbrd- 
ing it pressure and support ; it is probable also that it possesses at 
peculiar ratio operandi dependent upon a stimulating action produced 
amongst the nenrous rami of the muscular fibres, by their con- 
seaaent agitation or concussion, and by which their local or innate 
irntahilitj (w insUa) may become so fiur exhausted, or changed in 
its quantity, or susceptible of receiving nenrous impressions, as to 
give rise to diminished action or ouiescence of the moving fibres^ 
with correspondent cessation or oiminution of painful sensation. 
The nervous energy, being thus prevented from being expended 
upon the part affected metastatically, is determined to the proper 
seat of its action, the uterine mnscles. 

^' It has been advanced (hat the present genus is characteriaed by 
the existence of spasmodic pain of the muscles affected, and soreness 
on pressure continuing through the interval; the above'stateof pain, 
although it occasion^ly and partially oontinoes or lingers through 
the interval, is more particularly attendant upon the paroxysm. 
The application of friction will be found to alleviate or disperse both 
these symptoms, so* that the spasmodic pain will often be entirely 
removed, the subsequent paroxysms being simply attended by the 
efforts of expulsion, conjoined more or less with the pains neces- 
sarily arising from the dilatation of sensible parts or spasmodic 
uterine action; the state etf soreness will totally be done away with, 
so that the patieot who, at the commencement of the friction, conM 
scarcely bear the slightest touch, will now 8oSk the roughest 
pressure without inconvenience. 

'* This sense of soreness occasiondly predoces a strong oljjeetio» 
on the part of the patient la the use of the friction ; and she will, in 
consequence of the distress acoemiiiinying its commencement, 
earnestly entreat its discontinnanse. Her wishes must, however, on 
no aocowt be complied with, and Ae ought to be encouraged to 
support the operation with resolution and patience, uttder the foil 
assurance (an assurance which wUI not be disappointed> that the 
inconvenience of which she complains will speedily vanish under its 
use : tifi objection, in reality, constitutes the strongest reason ibr 
persevefance^ as being a certain evidtenoe of the existence of 
me^^sts^a, the removal of which is necessaiy for her weHhre, and 
which the friction will, if persisted in, be aknost certain to remove. 
*^ The application of friction will, however, rarely be fouacl n 
painful oneration to the patient : on the contrary, if artfuUjr com- 
ie#n^, the relief and comfort experienced from it will both surprise 
aad gr^ify her^ akfaough Ais happy elbet may prove not a little 
troublesome to the aeconcheor biosself : the author has occasionally 
been compelled to heep ap his friction, even with both handb at once,' 
for one or two hours wioMot intermission, in consequence of the 
urgent entreaties or commands of his patient, whose relief from it 
bus been so great, that she would on no account altow htm to desist 
oc quit her for a moment. 

^ The length of time required to produce the desired eflect will be 
found di&cwt in diflferent cases, according to the nature of the ex« 
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citing causes ; in some the improper action will be removed almost 
instantly, and as it were by a miracle, so that a case which has been 

Jirotracted for the greater part of a week under the most intense suf- 
ering, without the least progress, has been happily terminated in 
fifteen or twenty minutes from the first commencement of the friction ; 
in other cases a. longer period will be rec^uisite, before any 
Cividence dein be gained of its eood effects ; but it may in general be 
<apected that the paroxysm following the commencement will be 
<!ombined with uterine efforts, and the pain and soreness which 
bad previously existed, materially lessened. 

^^ The spasmodic actions of tne part affected may be taken off 
without the metastatic action being removed ; which action will then 
be.determined to a new set of muscles ; for instance, if it has previa 
oiisly existed in the abdominal muscles, it ma^, on being expelled 
from thence, fix itself upon the lumbar one : in this case particular 
attention should be paid td the exciting causes, which msiy be consi- 
dered as powerfully exciting their actions ; but the use of friction is 
not to be relaxed from ; on the contraiy, a more vigorous application 
will become necessary, and the back must be rubbed in its turn. 
The spasmodic pain may now possibly revert to the abdomen, and 
may be thus maoe to oscillate at pleasure from one to the other : it 
will now be requisite to apply the friction to both parts at once, 
each hand being brought into action, and occasionally a third or 
fourth may become desirable : this want may be imperfectly supplied 
by an assistant, who can, if unable to supply the friction, at least 
keep up warmth and pressure. 

*^ In the above case, the operation always req^uiring much exertion 
from* the practitioner, becomes peculiarly laborious, at least until he 
is habituated to it; if, however, it multiplies his exertions, and ex- 
Ihansls a portion of his strength, he will find himself amply recom- 
pensed by the saving of time, and the satisftction of having afforded 
real good to his patient* The old adage, that ' Practice makes per- 
fect,' will eventually operate in his iavonr^ and neutralize his exer- 
tions : the author has, nrom practice, acquired so much facility, as to 
be able to use both hands at the same time for one or two hours 
without iatepmisaion, and with little fiitigue. 

^ It is a feature of no small importance in the eilects of friction, 
that those patients with whom it has been used have, in almost every 
iostaoce, reeorered with remarkable celerity, althongh in previous 
and protracted parturitions, where it was not employed, they had 
sustained much subsequent illness, and deferred recoveries : in short, 
in the practice of the author, puerperal diseases are comparatively 
uakaowtt." 

With respect to the method of employing friction, we are told by 
the author, that 

^^^ Experience has proved that it is not so efficacious when applied 
with the palm or flat part of the hand ; the friction is then not so 
regidar, the warmth and glow attending it less excited, and the 
exertiotts of the operator are matericifclly increased; nor will its good 
efect be so decided. 

'' 7he better mode of applying it is with the ends of the fingera, 
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Applied together so as to form the segment of a circle, and moved 
over the part to be rubbed, in much the same way as the sound is 
elicited from a tambourine : this must, however, be done with great 
celerity, making from 130 to 150 motions of the hand in a minute, 
and, at the same time, with such degree of pressure as will produce 
considerable warmth and glowing feel in the part. The application 
should be made to the skin itself, and not through the medium of 
dothing, and must be vigorously kept up in the above described 
manner, and extended with rapidity over the part aflected ; and if 
the spasmodic action should be found to vary its situation, it must 
instantly follow it. 

*'^ Nothwithstanding it may appear to have produced its full and 
decided effect, the friction must oe persisted in for some time, as it 
will not nnfrequently happen, that, wnen discontinued, the metastatic 
action will return; at least it must be occasionally repeated, 
particularly if any variation in the nature or seat of the pain is 
observed. 

^^ If the state of soreness is considerable^ the friction must be 
Cajutiously commenced, only a slight degree of pressure being at first 
used, according to the sensations of the patient : this must gradually 
be increased ; and it will be found that, in proportion as it proceeds, 
the soreness will be diminished, until its niU force can be sastained 
without incovenienoe. 

^' Jn order to perform the operation with comfort to the ac« 
coucheur, the bed-clothes and dress of the patient should be arranged 
so as to offer the least possible impediment ; for it is singular, how 
immediatelv the arm tires if any obstacle is opposed to it; the 
position of the patient must be regulated by the part re<|uiring 
assistance, and will generally be obvious : to make the application 
to the abdomen, she will conveniently lie on the back, but the usual 
position on the left side will senerally be found most convenient. 
It may be remarked as an useful fact, that the part on which the 
patient lies is very rarely affected by the spasmodic state^ in con- 
seouence of the pressure and support given to it." 

To ^^ lessen the sufferings of a parturient patient by shortening 
the duration of labour,*' must be the most anxious wish of every 
accoucheur ; but the experienced pratitioner will take into conside- 
ration that period which follows labour, termed by old women, *^ a 
getting up.'' ^ By keeping up the action of the uterus and the mus- 
des engaged in parturition, we may unauestionably *' shorten the 
duration, ' but oy it may we not retard her recovery and prevent 
thaf good getting up," which is always highly creditable to the 
accoucheur?— Ma^ not friction over the abdomen, (partictdarly after 
the evacuation of the waters, when the projecting joints of the ex- 
tremities of the foetus render the external surfiice of the uterus irre- 
gular), be productive of inflammatory excitement in the parietes of 
the womb, or inflammation of the membrane termed Peritonasum, 
which might afterwards, by occasioning puerperal fever, endanger 
the life of the patient ? When nature flags, friction may be employed 
with advantage ; but even in that case we are to consider the nature 
of the obstacle we have to overcome. If the capacity of the pelvis 
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be preternaturally small, or the bead of the child preternaturally 
large, the judicious praclitioner, instead of further exhaustiog the 
powers of the system, would have recourse to means that would 
more efiectually lessen her suffering, and be more likely to ensure a 
*^ good getting up." The state of the constitution should be taken 
into consideration ; for in a nervous and plethoric subject friction 
may excite fever, and by disturbing the brain may produce the me- 
tastatic determination which the principal object of the Author's 
practice is to prevent. The most successful practitioners in mid- 
wifery are those who are the least officious, or rather those who do 
not interfere with the process only when nature absolutely requires 
assistance. On the effects of an abstraction of blood during pro« 
tracted labour, the observations of the Author are puerile.— When 
the sanguiferous system is overloaded with blood, and particularly 
when the brain is compressed by distended vessels, .the loss of blood 
is unquestionably proper. — ^During labour pains the afflux of blood 
to the brain is often increased to that degree as to compress that 
organ, and thereby greatly to weaken the power of the system. In 
such cases, by abstracting blood, a weight is removed off the springs 
of life, which immediately affords such relief to the patient as to ena« 
ble her to go through the process with cheerfulness. In a debili- 
tated subject of a phlegmatic habit, the loss of blood would weaken 
the parts engaged in the process, but no sane person would hkve 
recourse to such a measure in such a case. — This would be an abuse, 
and not a warrantable use of a most important remedy. 

DEAFNESS. — Sir,— In ;^our 33d Number, a gentleman of 
Lincoln's-inn advised a solution of bay salt as a cure for deafness. 
I replied in the following number, that I had never found it useful 
in any case, but injurious to a certain description of cases, which I 
mentioned, and begged to know in what species of deafness it had 
been found beneficial. To this no- reply was given, except by 
yourselves, saying, you had met with some cases wherein it had 
been used with advantage. A' person under the signature of 
Chemicus, in your SStn Number, again mentioned the same 
remedy; I answered, resting on my former ground, repeating my 
enquiry, and calling on Chemicus to explain himself, as to the 
improper or unnecessary use of names for remedies, which he 
seemed desirous of fixing as an aspersion on some person. Your 
last number furnishes an answer from Chemicus, who assumes, that 
as he has specified the composition, it becomes more my duty, as an 
aurist, than his, to point out the species of deafness in which it is 
likely to prove beneficial, and those in which it is capable of doing 
mischief. After having so distinctly stated the result of my olraer- 
vations, in regard to this remedy, it is too ^^ ridiculous*^ (to use 
your correspondent's word) to expect that I should give a comparative 
account of its good qualities, and evil ones ; the former of which, I 
have twice stated, I never saw an instance of; but I have had, very 
ireauently , the pleasure of curing those who have tried this remedy 
witnout gaining any relief; and m several instances have given ease 
to persons suffering excruciating pain, in consequence, I most 
syn^eirely l^Ueve, of using it wh^r^ ulceration of the auditory 
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passage existed. That {be mere action or it as a menstruum, 
may have cleansed the ears of superabundant cerumen^ and 
thus have restored the hearings, I am ready to admit; but ^* the urine 
of a t/oung whefpj that cannot go alone^* as recommended by 
some old authors, who also advise the solution of bay salti either in 
water or vinegar, and many other very curious and diMcuU thinge 
to obtain^ might produce the same effect ; and probably, from 
their chemical properties, be even beneficial whore Day salt 
would not : the mere solvent effect I speak of, is better accompltsbed 
by spirituous or aqueous preparations of soap, left in the ears for a 
time, and cleansing them by the use of a syringe, in the bands 
of a competent operator. 

Your work is intended (according to my opinion of it) to convey 
useful information on subjects connected with the health and 
comforts of the community; and in order to elicit the observations of 
persons most likely to afford it, a degree of urbanitv ought to 
De preserved by those who may differ in opinion as to the means of 
obtaining that desirable end of advancing the state of science, 
and increasing the comforts of mankind. I think that Chemicus has 
not adhered to this principle, even in his first letter ; for without 
assigning any specific reason, he enters into a violent tirade against 
uncommon names for drugs^ whereas I am persuaded you will agree 
in opinion, that the names of most articles of the Materia Medica 
are rendered more consonant to their real derivations ; and I know 
of no person worthy of any notice from a sensible man, who has 
given any uncommon names to those medicines he may prescribe for 
afflictions of the organ of hearing ; for after the quotations Chemicus 
gives us, he cannot think it uncommon to comply with the usual 
custom of writing the prescriptions in Latin. 

Having made these general observations, I shall beg to make a 
few more particular remarks on some observations of your corre* 
spopdent's; which, without any conscious feel iligs that th^y really 
apply, I must be deficient in common sense if I did not see were 
intended as insinuations against myself. Whenever one person 
attributes to another (without knowing his character) any improper 
motives, it is a fair presumption that he would act in the manner he 
piscribes to the other, if placed in the same situation. ■ Now, as I 
can defy all the world to produce one person whom I have eithef 
kept under my care one hour longer than I really and conscien* 
tiously thought was for the benefit of my patient, or ever betrayed 
into expence, by pretending to cure wnat was impossible in ouv 
present state of knowledge to benefit, I think it is a fair suppositioq 
that if it had pleased God to make an aurist of your correspondent, 
he wonid have been as interestedly ^ plausible'* and *' politic^* as 
be thinks an aurist neeessarily ought to be, but of which apy OMia of 
character would never deserve the imputation. 

As Chemicus seems to have an ambition to shine in that do* 
partment, and to your readers who are not acquainted with 
the anatomy of the «ar, his description of the ^ invigorating** and 
*^ chemiear eflfects of the remedy he advocates, ^* upon the branches 
of the nerves spread over the membrana ttfmpanif and the internal 
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surface of the edtierfttl ebr^^ faay appear a lototdous display of 
eroditioti ; I shall beg to ob^c^te, first, as to himself, he has 
nnch to acQuire as to the variety of remedies suited to the various 
species of aeafness, more than he appears now to be acquainted 
With} before he tan practise Urith that satisftctiofi, which every man, 
who prefers honour to interest, oug;ht to feel, on a retrospective 
view of hi(« labouta: and as to your readers, I think I shall shew 
that Chemicus is not only too inconsistent to entitle him to attention, 
but also too erroriebus and vague in his prescription, to have 
any right of recommendmg it on the ground of expenence< 

In regard to the ineonsistency of your .correspondent, it will 
be evident from reading his first and last letters; in the former he 
says, three or four cases have been benefitted by this remedy ; 
but he does not mean to state that it will answer in all cases of 
deafness, such as where the tympanum is injured5 or where there 
is a deficiency of wax ; or it may be possible from several other 
causes.— In his last letter we have more correct technical terniSf 
thoturh not eomtnonly understood ; nor^ as it appears, understood 
by Chemicus, when ne wrote his first letter. The nerves are now 
spread out befisre us, and he positively asserts, it will cufe Meatex 
of deafbess arising from a relaxation of the membrana tympant, and 
mUl also promote a secretion of wax. I should like vety much to 
hear your correspondent's account of the origin of these different 
species of deafness, which he thus in the body of his letters 
acktfowledges to exist, although in the commencement of the last, 
he attempts to attribirte unworthy motives to me for making the 
observation. ^ An aurist, properly speaking, is a person who attends 
to all complaints of the earv and no one oan^ id my opinion, be 
qualified to do so, unless he looks further than mere local ap* 
plications. In your S8d Number, p. 998^ and other of the Medical 
Jourlials for that month, Chemicus will see a case where medicine 
produced efEscts of a most beneficial nature, although the first 
cause was entireW local, and most of the species of deafness which 
lie dtes^ must be cured by removing the inducing cause from 
the constitution. Although Uy success in relieving deafness has 
been unexampled, yet I have two much esteemed Iriends, whose 
deafiiess in my opinion, and that of several medical gentlemen of the 
first character for abilities, arises from a rekxaticMi of the membrana 
tympani, and to» whose cases medicine and topical applications 
Save not yet afibrded relief; bay salt in solution, as advised 
Jn a work 900 years old, has also been tried, but without effect. 
Having thus expressed- my opinion of anjf solution of this salt, 
I shall not take advantage of the vague and uncertain directions 
given by Chemicus, as to toe quantities, who, firom his assumed name, 
•we should have expected to be more precise, except to declare 
my perfect conviction that he fuiter applied the remedy, or knew of 
its effects, but by hear*say ; and as I shall not, like him, make a9ser? 
tions without ofering a reason ; I consider this a satisfiictory one ; 
•namely, that aa nmdi bay salt as will lay on a sixpence, cannol be 
dissolved in a tea-spoonful of water, either hot or cold. 

I shall now take Jeave of Chemicus, as I aiQOot compromise the 
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ns))ec(ab1c statto* iiv life vrhtth t ill, by further . reply to an 
mionyinous correFDondent^ particularly as be had departed from 
fair ars^iment, and resorted to unfounded insinuations in fiupport of 
his roninuliciions. 

In your next Number t shall offer some obserYHtiona on the 

use of gariifles in cohos of deatuessi, with the manner of usiog^ 

them most advanta/^eously. I ^m, Sirs, Your obedient Servant, 

28, Henrietta Street, Cozent Garden, W. WIUGHT, 

^ June 8th^ 1819. Surgeoui Aucist to her late Majesty. 

THE SOUL —The following lecture^ delivered Jby Dr» Reeoelo 

hiit private pupils, on ilie existence of a soul^ we f^ive as a refutation 

of the dangerous doctrines of materialism^ lately .broached by 

professional gentlemen-^doctrines to which ihe alarming progress 

infidelity has. of late years made^ and the frequency of.ihe most 

appniltng crimes^ are chiefly to.be ascribed.. 

Having noticed, observes Dc. R., the chemical properties! and 
csensible e&cts of the ariiciea emplioyed in the practice of medicine, 
and their probable .morfifs operandi in Ihe cure of .diseases^. .1 
«hall miw describe the shdpe, .structure,. connexion,, and. situation 
of the different parts, of the human body. . The dinerent systems 
of which, the machine is composed, have such a connexion, and 
'reciprocal rnfluenoe on one another, that it is difficult to fix on 
a part to corbmenoe a description. If in imagination, observed the 
immortal tiunter, I were to make the body of man, L should 
proceed on the supposition that it. was to be a corporeid fabric 
ibrihe residence : of 'an invisible- spirit termed Ihe. soul, <thfrott|^ 
which it was to maintain a correspondence with other jnaieriol 
beings, ami .to become acouainted with the physical world, ,and 
-should consider what would be wanted foe per accommodation, 
f >n taking this view of the. sulgect, we shall, plainly aee Ine 
beautiful arrangements of .the. Creator, .and i the final causes of 
'the diffiftrent organs which. we disoovar iatlhehoiAan machine^ 
I A iate writer^ a .surgeon of some eminence, ridieiiles the idea 
(of the human Imdy being occupied. or .anperintended. l^'ian im- 
material principle,' declaring. it (like the. late Dr. IViiasiln alid 
other pbiloBophera) 4o te.whollv material. / The. aasembfage of 
all the fiiactioufr constituting ^lim, .he contends^ h immediaielu 
'de^evdent 'on . organisation; i.and Uittt the? operations of .the mtnfl, 
which we aicribeto a sanrl, ane merely tbe^ aesuAta- of ^cerlaia 
distribution of piirlicfes of mattJer; and, loonsequeotly, Ikai the 
idea <of rewards had ptnriahriients -in a future state, or ofroor 
surviving the* grave, wasVoriginally the invention of rulem, fir 
•the purpose' of subjomting;. the human mind* and.thereby makinjB^ 
their sunjects willingly to ^submit to slavery^ or, in other mofds, 
freely to give 4jnto Cesar the things that are Cmsar's, and to 
the preachers of their docti^ines the. thinga that belong to them, 
as the servants of God !« 

' The doctrines of materialism are so truly gloomy and derogatory 
to man, that the devout peroon,. or .the man who .veauires no 
further evidence of an immoptal pari, than the ='^ divinity' —^—^ 
stirs within him,'' twrns iwilh horror from them*. 
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>If Aatbtny aflbrdB oaj* ground ftr tiie' supposition that' thero 
i» not an immaterial or spiritual tenar^t or superinlendeut, . the 

E\t9ok capable laf connecting the varioOfi phentmena of life with tlie 
UclifMs ^f the machine, will discover' that the belief of an 
immortal spirit, so natural to mfin, civilized and uncivilised, 
is founded in tiruth. * 

i Befbre we enter into the •esEamination of the evidence' the 
pbysiologT, fte.- afford of an immaterial principle, it nlay be proper^ 
fn'order*^ to avoid eqoivocaiion, to define what is really ^ meant 
lijrthe term •Matter^ .''.«•• 

•By matter, i» onderstood a subelaiK^ by which iOs different 
modiicalions ' or arran^psments • become an object, of one of our 
iiw*sepsee. The invisible -fluids, as air and , caloric (tliemat^r 
•<i# beat), wn palpable, and therefore immediate o^ects of a 
sense;* but there are other fluids which ate not perceived 'by 
tar senseS)--^aa the magnelic fluid, and others, whicn, being pro- 
'duetive<^ef phjfBUiU pheboinena^ are dbjeots of the senses. > £v(*iy 
tiiiDg which is an< object of one or more oftnir Ave senses,' althoitgh, 
'Oa acoiaumt of its subttlty, it may not affect them^ is* codsadered 
a part' of the physical world, and consequenitlyras' matter. . Ac« 
cording 'to this definition, itnmaterialiam is the; total ^absence 
of matter, and tborelbbe, yeii will say, cannot Otecupy* space; 
lor, that' it is in fiict^ nothings and thereibve, that this deflnitioii 
;is ia' ihvdur of materialism. By saying tAat the soul is not 
"nMtHi^ we mean that' it is not composed 'ofpirtides derived 
i^om. the physical worlds that it is not, libe bodies which receive 
^heir support or substance from the produce iof ^ eturth, subject to 
decomposition ; and consequently, on quitting ita material teneiaent, 
•it Jearefy t1|e ]|^sioal 'world altogether. * 

;• The Matermislaeoiitend that the mental pperations oriirtdlec- 
Huat4ltnotions!'afa sasretioas of the brain, aa the bile is of the 
lif^r, the mine of, the kidneys, &e., and that all the organri df the 
' fl ve'senses transmit their imprsssiens to the brain ;4-^that recoUectioa 
*op memory 'is the effect of fiit;»r^5#iMr'produced'on particles of- the 
biaitt.-^Now, as materialists reqpitre of Ihei opposers .of their dee- 
^trines, something like 'demonstrable evidendao^tbe existence of an 
^fmmatdrial jirinoiple, )we .may beallowisd to task them to^ give us 
'material e^vidence of the impressions prodocedion the brain by. the 
'SMSes,' to whitb they ascrioe fMnaory. Can they on dissection 
demotistmte to 00* any thing' like impressions ?. The impressions 
^will be fotind to exist only in- thehr'owabraiBs.^Again, bow are 
^tfae impreasiesisinUinnitely produced oir the. brain iby' the brgan lof 
sense which transmits them ?' By^thesense of touch iwesimultano- 
lonsly asBcertaili 4be flrmaess^* the* ponderosity, shape, and itbet state of 
-^he surface' wjChi^speottO" mughnes8,'huaatdity, aipdiUeat.l - Can 
we suppose, that by any material action thenecvesof'thepariftppUed 
to tbe-'artijk:le>chn <triaismit*llio#8 irarpressionsiltotiheiftraiin'at.the 
same time, so as 'to faring toour reooUectieo those different eircum- 
-stinderfat a dtstanoe^f many years ? > If.recoUeetiooi be the. conse- 
^quence of imf>ressions produced ' by ithe lorgans oS the .fiye senses, 
the f lumber of imprsssiooa it is eapaole of receiitiag must ^efUy exr 
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oeed thttt of the atoms of whidi the organ is composed ; for tibe dif- 
ferent sounds traiismitted bjr the ear, odours Iqr thenose^ flaToarsy 
&c. by the tongue, shapes, &c. by touch, and oolours^ &c. bj the 
eyes, most nearly be as numerous as the particles which enter the 
composition of the whole physical world. 

When I explained to you the offices of the diflEerent oi^gaas of the 
body, I dwelt some time on thepvocesses by which the mtfleKoii of 
the bodj^ is efiected* After our bodies have attained their full growth^ 
we continue to take a certain number of meals daily, not for the pur* 
pose of increasing our size, but for the purpose of repairing the 
ftystem. The chyle, the purest part of our food, is conveyed to the 
mass of blood, and }S expended in repairing parts that have suflbred 
bv injury, exertion, or age. The old pavtieles are taken up by the 
absorbents, and the new ones are deposited by the seoeming exti^e- 
mities of arteries. This process^ wbieh is ternted jntcleliofr ^lAe 
hodjf, is constantly goinj^ on in the brain as well 9B erery other part 
<sS the machine, so that m the course of about six yearp, the wiiole 
body undergoes a thorough change, i.'t. not a particle remaMiB 
hvhich belofl^fed to it six years before. If therefore^emonr depends 
«oa impressions infide on partiples of the brain, no person's memoiiy 
'X)oukl f^e further back ihan six years. So hx from this being thie 
case, men at the age of one hundred and thirty yfeacs have clearly 
recollected circumstances whbh oocitrred during their youth % andoa 
visiting the place in which they lived at the time^ a variety of 
' circumstances have been brought to their rocoUestion^ proving that if 
viemorv depended on material impressions, the bratn, during the 
' tioBe that bad elapsed (more- than oiie hundred years), had not 
undermie even a partial change. The feet that the system undeiffoes 
a total mutation in the course of six^years, (which no phvsiolQ^t 
•will deny)^ is so completely subversive of tWdoctmieaoraiatenal- 
* ism, as to render any pther proof of their feUacy^ unneoessl^^ I 
'Shall however iiotice their most plausibltf atgttmeat04 Age and 
death, they assert, aiEMPddeoisiveevideQee of nialerialism, bemiseas 
^ subject advances in years the brain loses its tiaecgyy and the ' 
-mental Tunetions are in consequence more imper&i;tly perfecaied. 
The mental ^wers also decline with the corporysal strength, aed 
they both ap^pear to terminate togethei?. That tb^ mind loses its 
powers in proportion as the body sinks» is not a feet ; for in many 
•cases of disease it seems even to acquire strength, as the powers of 
the body decrease. This we find to be the caae^particahuiy in pul- 
monary ponsumptiott. The brain is the instrument which oonnecls 
the soul with the body ; and when it is diseased pr debilitated, the 
connection of course will be diminished, and consequently the 
sonl will be less able to keep up its acquaintance with toe physical 
•world. In proportion as the prain ln^es its vital ppwer> so does 
the soul become detached. 

Now if life be the effect of certain arrangement of particles or 

'<irganizBtion, why should it cease ao long as the bodv remains . 

•entire! On examining the dead body, it is evident that it has 

parted with something; and what is that sometlung but that 

principle of life which we term the soul? Now if tbe.partides 
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of IW bjDriy reMUA Mtiff% why slKHild Acjr cepae tD««t? Wlmi 
we coosidur that ourstooMichB are almost coiistantly engaged ia 
preparing new materiels for the support or nuialion of tlie 
DOf^T) it ia somewhat straoce that tnose chances should take 
plaee in it, as decrepitude, debility, and the other consequences 
of age. If the object of our existence here was not to prepare 
^aoul for eternity I why should we not exist as long as the physical 
world, when w.e are constantly repairing the system witn sound 
materials j That the machine should bMome decrepid and infirm, 
end inculpable of continuing its vital functions, are circumstances 
tkU cannot be aitconnted tor on maieriat principles. The phe* 
iKimena of' death therefore afford, in my opinion, decisive evidence 
of an immaterial principle. 

. Another proof of materialism, which those superficial philosophers 
enppose to be decisive, is, that when life is suspended by hanging 
and drowning, the patients, on recovery, are not conscious <n 
the soul being active, but that the operations of the mind had 
clearly been suspended with the corporeal fiinctions. This however 
Js not a fa0t| for in every case of suspended animation that I 
Jiave met wHh, the patients were, on oeing resuscitated, fully 
Asonscious of the mind having continued active during the who(e 
4ime. . One patient, whose lifo had been suspended about twelvo 
xninutes by drowning, aBSurecT me on recovering her senses^ that 
Jierinind bad been so active, that it appearm to her she had 
been ;|b8ent maov weeks ; and so great had been her distress, that 
^he' cHiuld not dfescribe what she had experienced* The bare 
recotlectioo of what she had suffered frequentlv bi^ooght on hysteric 
'fits. Another assured me that his sensations nad been of th^ most 
pleasurable kind, but, like the other, he was incapable of giving 
an V description a( them. 

The materialists inquire, if these be an immaterial part Sfiper* 
ladded to- the bod\y, when does the union take place ) The power 
existing in the body of repairing injured parts, apd of resisting con* 
.tagion, is . certainly more to be attributed to a soul, than to anj 
power thet cap originate in organized matter ; and as this power is 
as strong in an infiint as in en adult, it is clear that the union took 
place anterior to parturition, proJbmbly when the foetus quickened. 
As the brain becomes more perfect, the mental powers increase and 
the^ubject becomes more intelligent; and these focts, they say, are 
Jigatn decisive evidence of materialism. Mow, fis I observed before, 
;the soul is connected with the body by means qf the brain; and as 
.the brain becomes more perfect, so will the connection be more 
intimate. Besides, it is by means of the five senses that it 
becomes acquainted with the physical wqrld; and until the brain 
and its appendaj^e, the nerves, are arrived to maturity, it must 
•necessarily remain somewhat inactive or in ignorance, with re* 
,spect to what is goinj^ on externally. With regard to the 
performance of its offices in the body, we find that its powers are 
as strong during infiincy as any other period of life. Now if 
the operations of the mind be the secretions of the brain, why should 
ju>t the. brain pei^rm its m^tal fiinctions immediately on the 
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iobject being born ? > Is tbe 'Wain maftared or bfOTgbt'lo'pM'fe^ 
tion by the impressions which are prodiiced on it bj the five 
ftenses? If so, it is evident that it requires infarniatkMi to perfect 
It; and is not this a most deciBive proof thai it is connected -with, 
a principle capable of Teceiviog intelligence, or something iiide^ 
pendent of matter ? 

' Another plausible argoment is, that a aoul must occnpj^ace, 
and therefore must occupy some part of the body, whidh tWe ad* 
vocates for its existence cantiot point out Of all these ar^menM 
this is the weakest. If the electric j fluid, which is materia), caa 
exist in an article without increasing its bulk or without any 
appearance of occupying any particular part, surely we may then 
suppose, that^an immaterial part may possess the Same qualitr. 
" The Sfat^rialists ask if there be a spiritual principle superadded to 
organizutibn, why is not a person aware of its independcftioe ats.he 
approaches disiolutton ? and why should the Almighty allow its ex« 
jtftence to be doubtful ? Now, as I have already observed, it is by 
means of the brain that it keeps up a- correspondence whh material 
Ikeinffs ; "and a» it' becomes detached, the intercourse with them gra- 
dually ceases, inducing a superftrial obsenrer to suppose that tibo 
mind' itscilf dies with the b6dy« The Almighty has not kept ua 
entirely ignorant of the existence of^ a soul $ for the belief of the 
exiitence of a spiritual principle seems natural to>us, and this idea 
pervades all nations, and the convietion seems etronger in theminda 
ofthe savage than in civilized man. ^ • 

lliis World is a state of probation, and man, being responsible to 
his Creator for his conduct in it, is necessarily a free agent. Now^ 
if the existence of a soul was ^s elear to us as the existence of ouir 
matc^rial body^ and *We Were as satisfied of a future world as w6 are of 
one day being followed by another, there would be no merit i«i 
^'■^STi %^^ ^'>n r^istiiijr the temptations df the devil. . Man ia the 
only animal that is capable of enjoying the glories of the physical 
world, and the power»of penetrating the recesses of nature. Almost 
every thing appears to be created (or his use, and if his career ter* 
minates here, the world was made fbr nothing.— Now^ on examining 
the animal machine, we find that every part has Jt^ office, ana 
throughout creation every thing has its use ; wemay therefereinfer, that 
<he world was made to answer* some greater purpose than io afford 
the means of existence to man, who, without the prospect of a future 
etate, would be the most miserable of its inhabitants*, bis only ^ com* 
fort being derived from the conviction thltt he wiUexitt' hereafter; 
Utid to deprive' him of that proispect, or even to diminish his confi- 
dence in it, is crubl in the extreme. 

• ' On summing up their decisive proofs of materialism, they assert 
that the union of ati immaterial principle with a material i)ody, is 
an abst^ute impossibility! Now that tne operations ofthe mind are 
the mere effects of organisation of matter, or that matter elin be so 
arranged, as to smelly to bear, to see, to taste, and to feel, leisurely 
Ifar more impossible than that an immaterial principle should be 
attached to the body; Can any reflecting man, or indeed a sane 
man^- suppose for one moment, that "reflection, perc^ptioni rteoki- 
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tion^ the > compBiictions and approliattoa .of conscience^ and the 
other operations of the mind) are the conseauences of action of 
peculiarly organized matter ? By means of tne five senses (whidi 
nave been not inaptly termed windows of the body, through whiob 
the doul becomes acquainted with, material beings), effects may be 
primarily produced on the brain^ and through them the soul acquires 
information ; but I think eTery< person who has paid attention to the 
subject) or to his own feelings^ must be wtisfied that many of the 
mental operations do not originate in. the brain, — that pereeptton, 
j-esoltttion, alarm, &c. commence in the soul, and that the effeet 
on the brain is secondary. . That perception, volitioa, conscience, '&c« 
are produced by action of matter, is indeed an absurdity, if not an 
absolute impossibility* If the intdligenci; witliin us was corporeal, 
what one part knows woufd be unknown to the others. We ooiUd 
not without care compare npr ^nite our ideas so ap to make prepo* 
sitions, nor propositions ^o as to form arguments, nor the arguments 
to form a continued discourse. Intelligence may be considered a 
perfection, and non-intelligence a derect; so titat it is abisolutely 
impossible, that what is unintelligent and insensible before organi- 
zation, can become intelligent and self-conscious by organization, 
because organization does not alter the nature of things. 

If the intellectual phenomena of man be dependent on an im- 
material principle^ we must» say, the materij^Usts, coneede it to 
those animals which exhibit manifestations of intellect^ differing 
from the human only in d^ree; and if w^ grant it to these we 
cannot refuse it to the next in order, and-so on in succession.* I 
see no strength their arguments in favour of mal^riaUsm din receive 
from the circumstance of brutes possessing mental powers. We 
do not deny the existence of an imttiaterial princi|Me in b/utes, but 
surely it does not necessarily follow that it' is immortal. ' 

Othcyr.. pJbenoQpiena, as those ..of the (itc senses — passions of «the 
.mind* syrnpathies. iexisttngr in< the .body> tbet yariaus.corpontal 
energies^ 4reams» forebodings &c., might be: noticed ss affording .(tie 
most uoecpiiyocal evidence of the supeiraddLtion of femimiuaterial 
.principlevto the brain; but in this. field weneed not! proce^. further; 
the facts I have already noticed^ must* to the; minds of the un- 
•prejudieed,' afford • a /complete' refutation of tbei degrading ind 
gloomy doctrines:of materially. The declaration tiiat theiAlmigbty 
has .not revtaJed anything to n^an^ «wlth < Respect tu futurity « or 
bis duty on earth, . is equdly erroneoua.' .The acoomplishmeiit 'df 
the prophecies of Isaiah, &c. and recorded in the Old Testament, 
ihe instianoeB of the visitation or judgment of God on hations who 
have acted-ia direct opposition to his w<)rd^ afford uilquestionabib 
evidenceof the sacred-writings not being the invention of artful and 
designingfrnen. »•./:,»..« ... .[ 

In the' history of Jesus Christ, as related tn the -New- Testam^hf, 
\^e • discover ' thre "most satisfhctoryvevidence of a futiire^state. TA 
tay tiothing of the miracles he performed and th^ 'cohipletioa 
bf his- prophecies, the circumstantes of his appearing, to his<lisciples 
after deaths and ascension .of his body iti th^ atmosphere fill' tit 



193 7%tf Gazette of Health. [galvan-ism. 

was out of siglity are facts as well tiuthenticated as any ttikt kte 
recorded in the history of the world, and which prove bevond 
the possibility of a doubt that there is a future state of rewanf and 
punishment* We may therefore cheer ourselves with the con- 
viction, that if we now see through a glass darkly^ and know but in 
part, the time will assuredly come when we shall know even 
as we are known. We shall see things divested of all mystery, in 
a light which will admit of neither •rror nor obscurity. What 
appears to us now impossible or incomprehensible, we shall 
find beautifully simple; and what now bewilders and perplex^ss 
our understanding, we shall clearly comprehend, and all will appear 
worthy the Creator. This is a digression from the professed 
object of my lectures, but I hope the importance of the subject 
will justify it 

I shall conclude this l€;cture with stn appropriate quotation from a 
celebrated Poet: — 

'< Where can tliis soul then take its birth? 
Not sure from matteri from dull dods of earth; 
But firom a living spirit lodeed within, 
Wfaiich governs all the bodfly machine. 
Just as ttie almighty universal Soul 
Directs and animates the whole. 
Cease then to wonder how tfa* immortal mind 
Can live, when from the body quite disjoined ; 
But rather wonder if she e*er could die, 
So fram'd, so fiuhion'd for eternity; 
Self-moved, nor fbrm'd of parts together tied. 
Which time caa dissipate, and force divide; 
For beings of this male can never die. 
Whose powers within themselves and their own essenee lie." 

GALVANISM, &c. — Sins^-^Having repeatedlv seen many very 
interesting cases published in your useful Work, the Gazette m* 
Health, which has justly obtained high popularity and an extensive 
circulation; I beg to transmit to you three iinportant cases of the 
successful practice of Galvanism and the Air-Pump Vapour Bath, 
which have occurred under my immediate personal onservallon, and 
which afford abundant proon of the utility of those remedies ao 
Kttle known to the fiiculty and to the puUic. Hopin||; their insertion 
in your numbers will be as useful to tne afflicted as it is honourable 
to the practitioner^ I am, Sirs, your most obedient humble Servant, 

CazDtham, Yorkshire^ June 16, 1819. D. WILSON. 

. Case ofJsihma.'^Mr. W. Spicer, Tailor^ No. 5^ South MoqU 
ton Street, Oxford Street, about forty vears of age^ of sedentary 
habits. He stated to roe that his general health had beea very good 
previous to an attack of acute rheumatism about twelve years ago, 
which confined him to he^ for six months. After his recovery mm 
that disease, his digestion became much affected, his bowels const!* 
pated, and the breathing disordered to an alarming degree. Damp 
and foggy weather and easterly winds distressed him much. He 
had long laboured under the various symptoms of indigestion an^ 
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confimed habitual ttetbrna, alid he oontioiiedl io get worse fbr gereral 
jeara, and had been very ill the last winter, during which he was 
not able to ascend a flight of stairs, but slept on the ground floor. 
His cough from the commencement of his malady was violent, and 
lie expectorated a great deal of frothy and tough dark coloured 
phlegm. The means he employed to obtain relief were various. As 
ne had placed himself under the care of some medical men, and they 
gave him no hopes of recovery, but pronounced his disorder ineu*' 
rable, he tried every empirical remedy he heard of without obtaiin^ 
isff any benefit. He was at last recommended by a friend to apply 
to Mr. La Beaume. He came to bim on the 87tli of March last, while 
he was labouring under the full influence of his complaint, diflGieuk 
breathinr » hard dry cough, fSrothj^ expectoration, extreme languor 
and debility, indigestion and costiveness. He obtained some relief 
cm the first application of Galvanism, and after a few operations he 
was enabled to ascend four flights of stairs to his bed room with 
comparative ease ; and the progress he bad made during the fi>rt- 
night of his regular attendance was great. The cough abated, his 
breathing was relieved, and he exim:torated freely. On the third 
week his digestion was improved, his bowels acted freely, he slept 
well, was restored to strength, and on the fifth week was perfectly 
relieved from his complaint. He was galvanised tweDtv-eigliit 
times. Since that period be states, he has enjoyed perfisct heaUh, 
and has not had occasion to take any aperient mediane whatever ; 
and though subsequently he has frequently taken cold from getting 
wet, be ras not had the least tendency to asthmatic breathiog. 

Urslow Williams, residing at Mrs. Vinks*8, 7, Circiis, Mino* 
ries, middle aged and unmarried, and of a spare habit, ap- 

S tared sallow and emaciated.^— Shd states, that she was brought to 
r. La Beaume, by a lady who had derived advantage from (xalva« 
nism, for his opinion of her case. Bad as it was, Mr. L. thdught 
that he could be of use to her, and she was therefore encouraged to 
try the application. I saw her soon after, and leamod the following 
particulars from herself. — She said, that for almost the last twenty- 
five years, she had been constantly ill, and that during the greater 
part of the time die tiad been under medical care. She had con- 
sulted the most eminent practitioners in town, and had strictly 
attended to their dh*ections, without receiving way permanent bene* 
fit. She stated the following symptoms of ner disorder :-*kies of 
appetite, flatulence, acid eructations, sickness, lowaess of spirits, 
coldness of the hands and feet, disturbed sleep, ffreat weakness of 
the limbs. She bad been jaundiced twice, since which she felt great 

Kin in the right side, and violent spasms in the stomach. Her 
wels were always confined ; and durmg the whole period of her 
illness, sbe had suflfered much from irregulafitv and obstruction. 
The tohgue appeared white and furred, the pulse was feeble, and 
the skin dry without perspiration. The efects produced by Galva- 
nism were extraordinary. She experienced a most agreeable sen- 
sation of warmth after the first and second application, was much 
exhilarated, and walked home to the Minories, felt no fotigitfe fnnii 
the exertion, slept wdl, and awoke refreshed. The spasm was ro* 
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lieved, the appetite improved, and she felt generally wann and 
Goiufortable. On the third visit she was not so well ; she said, the 
fatigue of walking from the Minories and back again was too mach 
for her. She rested two days to recruit her strength^ and after the 
£>urth application of Galvanism she made rapid progress. As I did 
not see heron the Following week, I enquired after her, and Mr. La B. 
informed me she was convalescent* About a month after she called 
onMr.LaB. while Dr. S. and myself were there, and stated that she 
was now perfectly well in every sense of the word^ — and that she 
continued to enjoy such a state of health and spirits as she has not 
had for the last five^and'twenty years, — and that the lady with whom 
she resides^ requested her to say that she will cheei'fully confirm her 
statement of complete recovery, an event which she never ex- 
pected, having long witnessed her extreme sufferings. She has 
been galvanized but six limesy and the only medicines she has had 
recourse to was a little rhubarb and magnesia, which never before 
acted on the bowels, but became powerfully purgatiTe after she was 
galvanised; since the discontinuance of which, she never hadocca- 
.sion for any medicine whatever. Of the efficacy of Galvanism on 
the secretions of the liver, I have had many proofe id several cases 
sent to Mr. LaB. and in which mercury and the acid bath had failed; 
I therefore feel no hesitation in recommending it as a safe and bene- 
,ficiel remedy in torpid and obstructed liver, as well as indigestion, 
nervous debility, and habitual asthma. 

During my residence in town, and my occasional attendance on 
Mr. La Beaume, I was informed of his successful application of the 
•Air-Pump Vapour-Bath in an interesting case ; and he referred me 
to the party^ Accompanied by a medical friend, I waited on the 
lady to hear the account of her sufferings and recovery. She stated 
•that she had been extremely ill for some time, and had been attended 
by two eminent medical men, who had advised her to* go into the 
country to try the effeet of a change of air; that she had, on her 
return home, foand herself no better for it. She applied to Mr. La 
Beaume about the middle of Obtober last, when she placed herself 
under his care, at which.time she was suffering much from a sto- 
-mach and bowel complaint. Her tongue was always white, furred 
and parched ; she had no appetite, but a constant disposition to 
•sickness, with a sense of rising in the throat, throbbing in the bead, 
great depression of spirits, restlessness, extreme debility, and other 
symptoms attendant on a disordered state of the digestive organs. 
The lady had also lost the use of her right leg, from a white swel- 
ling of the knee, which occasioned considerable muscular and ten- 
di)iou8 contraction, elevated the heel four inches above the ground, 
•und left a very great soreness of the ancle and foot. The pain she 
described as excruciating, which prevented her from sleeping either 
night or day. She had therefore taken large doses of opium, com- 
bined with calomel, to allay the irritation, and correct the habitual 
sluggishness of the bowels, from which latter Symptom she had suf- 
fei^ra^much. The ordinary remedies of fomentation, leeches, blis- 
ters, &e. were applied to the part without any benefit. Her lame- 
. ness waB extreme^ she was obliged to go on erutches for some time ; 
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and being exceedingly enfeebled, could not supporMiereelfon them 
without assistance. The treatment Mr. La EU employed was judicious 
and eflfectuaK Galvanism was administered for three weeks ; and 
she was at first conveyed to his house in a coach, with considerable 
difficulty in getting her in and out. The progress she made during 
the first week was remarkable, every painful symptom was nlle« 
viated ; and before the third week her appetite, digestion, spirits^ 
sleep, &c. matured into a state of perfect health. This point of the 
first importance having been obtained, Mr.L. used the air*pump 
vapour- bath, an apparatus he generally employs on similar occa- 
sions 'with the greatest advantage. — Aftertne first application of 
the remedy, which was on the third of November last, the contrac* 
tion was lessened, the heel lowered one inch, and two days after she 
lirps enabled to walk across the room without help. After the second 
operation on the sixth of Novemberi her heel lowered another inch, 
and she walked out with one crutch only. On the nineteenth of the 
same month, the bath was repeatedwith more decided benefit : as 
perspiration, warmth, and freedom from pain were produced to a 
greater degree than before, the heel almost touched the ground ; 
she acquired a firmness of step, and walked with a stick only ; and 
on the two subsequent applications the contraction was removed, 
the heel touched tne ground, and she was enabled with ease and 
comfort to herself, to walk to Southampton-row and back again to 
her residence, adistanceof two miles, without either crutch, stick, 
or any assistance. Having recovered the use of her leg, feeling no 
inconvenience from exercise, but an occasional tenderness at the 
sole of her foot when she walked too far ; she had again recourse to 
the vapour-bath to remove this last symptom of disease, which fully 
succeeded, and the result was complete success. She- stated, that 
since her recovery, which- was about aix months, ago, she has enr 
joyed perfect health, and the vigorous use of her- leg and foot ; and 
that she will be happy to give every ioformatton on her case to any 
person Mr. L. ipay refer |to her. 

The following is an extract of a letter firom Dr« Blagborough, an 
eminent Physician of London, to Mr. La Beaume^ dated June 25, 
1818, with an interesting case of (he successful application of the 
Air-Pump VapourrBath. 

^^ After the lapse of fifteen years, I am at a loss to aoopunt for 
bo^ little the real merit of the Air-Pump VapourrBath i^ under- 
stood. Perhaps, Sir, the public thought, that, as I ceased activelv 
tp superintend its use, my opinion of its value was altogetheri changed • 
This, Sir, I stated to you, as well as ott^er respectable professional 
gentlemen, xpas not the case. My opiniop respecting its merits, 
now,* soberly and seriously given after much experience, is equal to 
what it ever was ; and I am desirous of availing myself of this oppor- 
tunity of stating to t^e public^ through you, that the sole reason of 
my not continuing to patronize its use more actively^ was, that 
through the operation of the then Patent and agency of some other 
circufnstanees, I was' not unfreqqently placed in situations a little 
derogntorv to the feelings of a man of education. Having declared 
thus mucb^ I will now attempt to detail to you, as well as I can^ 
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from reconeetion, tlie circamstaiices of the ease of Mr. Temple, the 
son of Lady Temple, then residing in Broropton Gro^e, Knigbts* 
bridge^ Iban whien, in the whole coarse of mj experience, I know 
nothing of greater practical importance. In the year 1803, Mr. 
Temfde l»d a most afflicting and constantly excruciating pain in tbe 
hip-joint ; the application of the air-pump vapour-bath was mada 
with immediate benefit. After the fomentation had been continued 
the usual time, the exhaustion had not been long put in effect, be* 
fore the pain seemed to shoot from the hip down the limb, and 
entirely ceased. About the third day from tnis, there was a slight 
recurrence of pain, which submitted to another application,, when, 
to the beat of mv recollection, it neyer again returned. Tbe affec- 
tion was originally occasioned by exposure to cold, while assisting^ 
bis infimt son in flying his kite in a damp meadow ^— 1 ou||^ht to add, 
that it continued many weeks, nay months^ during which it had 
rendered him bedrid, though he had had the advice of many emi- 
nent aaen on the occasion. Mr. Anderson, his surgeon, wbo I be- 
lieve still resides in that neighbourhood, was inattendance, and I have 
no doubt, well recollects all the circumstances of the case, which I 
was frequently urged by Mr. Temple to make known to tbe pub- 
lic— *I could, ifnecessary* ^call to recollection other striking cases; 
but suffice it, in the woros of Dr. Hamilton, with which my mind 
entirely goes along, to say, < That the mode in which the Air^Pump 
VapouT'Bath must act^ is certainly agrecfibte to sound theory ; and 
the more it is put in practice^ the ofitntr will facts occur to cofifim 
what I now say.* 

< ^^ Perhaps, Sir, my testimony, entirely disinterested, will now be 
better received. — ^It only remains, therefore, while I congratulate 
the public on their being likely to have such a remedy feithfully 
administered, to caution you to superintend as much as possible the 
administnitioa yourself." 

DROPSY.— Dr. Tweedie has lately published the following cases 
to illustrate the efficacy of blood-letting in dropsical affections con- 
sequent on scarlet fever :-* 

J. M., aged five years, was affected with general anasarca (par- 
ticularly of the face and upper extremities), frequent short cough, 
with hurried and oppressed breathing. The urine was scanty; 
pulse 130; skin hot, and the tongue furred. She had passed 
through a mild attack of scarlet fever about ten days previous to 
the occurrence of tbe above symptoms, but l\ad laboured under 
hooping cough, in a mild form, for nine weeks. Purgatives of 
calomel and jalap were exhibited for two days without benefit 
Four ounces of blood were then taken from the arm, which was 
ft little bufty. She experienced immediate relief, and after four 
days was convalescent 

R. B., aged five years, eight days after a mild attack of scarlet 
fever, became affected with |;eneral anasarca, short dry cough, 
oppressed breathing, and scanty secretion of urine; puke 144, and 
sharp. A " brisk laxative" was given for two days without any 
advantage being thence derived, when he was bled to the extent of 
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five ounces, with immediate nnd decided relief of the affectioo of 
the chest; — the blood was not sizy. Two days afterwards the 
anasarcous swelling had nearly subsided, and in another day she 
was declared convalescent, 

M. D., aged fifteen years, about six weeks since, laboured under 
scarlet feven After the disappearance of the effloresence, she 
became affected with anasarqa, which first appeared on the face, and 
gradually extend^ over the trunk and extremities. She complained 
of pain m the left side of the chest, with difficulty of breathing, and 
cough, accompanied with a sensation of sufibcation when she 
assumed the horizontal posture. These symptoms had existed eiprht 
days, when ten ouixces of blood were taken from the arm. The 
following day she was found to be much relieved: a purgative was 
then given. The next day the cough and difficulty of breathing 
were nearly gone, and the, anasarca much subsided. Four days 
afterward she was convalescent 

Dr. Tweedie has witnessed other analagous cases in which the 
efficacy of blood-letting was equally prompt and decisive. 

Our readers will bear in mind, that the disease which the doctor 
terms anasarca, immediately followed scarlet fever; and that the 
dropsical swellings were attended with inflammatory affection of the 
viscera of the chest It is not uncommon for general anasarca to be 
accompanied with inflammation of the pleura, and sometimes of the 
lungs, in which cases the loss of blood uniformly proves beneficial; 
but the point to determine when it can be safebf resorted to, is a 
veiy nice one. We have known cases of general dropsy terminate 
most favourably after spontaneous bleeding from the nose; which, 
at the time it occurred, was considered a most unfortunate cir- 
cumstance. The effects of abstraction of blood on the human 
system in cases of debility, we believe, is little understood. The 
action of the absorbent system is generally increased by it; and 
when the viscera are healthy, it may prove a powerful auxiliary to 
tonic medicines in anasarca, or dropsy of the extremities. In cases 
of dropsy of the chest and belly, spontaneous loss of blood has 
speedily terminated life; and when anasarca is a symptom of 
general debility from chronic oiganic disease of any of the viscera, 
no practitioner who has profited by experience, would have recourse 
to bleeding; and, indeed, even in cases similar to those which Dr, 
Tweedie has published, it would be more prudent to attempt to 
resolve the inflammation by the application of a blister, or blistere^ 
over tlie chest, and active purgative and sudorific medicines, than 
by abstraction of blood. 

. COW POX AND SMALL POX.— Mr. Fosbiwke, a member 
of the medical profession, in a long desultory communication upon 
the eruptive diseases which have lately appeared in djflferent f^rts 
of tl}e country (termed by some, physicians, snoall pox modified by 
cow pox, and other8,chicken or swine pox) says, that from what be 
has seen and read of the eruptions, '< he is inclined to think the 
integrity of small pox and aU iU varieties^ is broken by cow pox, 
and modified." As to the assertion, ** tba^ the chicken pox does not 
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occur generally m persons who have undergone cither of the two 
diseases, (cow pox and small pox) he had, at the time of writing 
his remarks, a case of unequivocal chicken pox under his care, 
long subsequent to cow pox.*' After he commenced his disser-* 
tation, he received from Dr, jenner some information, which he 
terms ** ingenious KaA original;** from which he selected the 
following anecdotes for publication. — " When Dr. Jenner waa attend- 
ing the assizes in Gloucester, three years ago, Mr. Justice Holroyd, 
at an houi' of disengagement, requested to speak to him; after 
a feW compliments, the Justice said, • You must observe how univer- 

* sally my countenance is indented ; people have been absurd enough 
' to say, that small pox cannot be taken twice. I had the disease 

• when a* little boy with others; I went when ten years old into 
' a house where small pox was; I took it a second time; and this 
*was the consequence.' — ^The Marquis of Hertford told Dr. Jenner, 
that his father had been inoculated by Sir Caesar Hawkins; and from 
the eminence of Sir Caesar, to/ien a &oy, he went with him on a tour 
to France; at Rheims he took the small pox, and died. This 
circumstance threw such a damp over France, that it gave . a 
further check to the practice, which was already distrusted there. 
Mr. Broomfield, a celebrated surgeon in London, inoculated with 
small pox matter, Miss Pappendeck, the Duke of Clarence, and 
Prince Ernest. Miss Pappendeck afterwards went to play at 
Kensington with the little branches of the Royal Family; caught 
small pox a second time, and was pitted. Dr. Jenner cautioned 
the others who had been inoculated from the same thread; but 
they had resisted it after frequent exposure. Blomberg so often 
failed, that he gave up sniall pox inoculation. A Mrs. 6. wife 
of a Solicitor, at Cheltenham, had small pox /v6 times (!!!) Mr, 
Chamberlayne, surgeon, of Clerkenwell, has had small pox twice. 
Colonel Brysac had ' it twice severely. Two persons in Mri J, 
Angerstein^s family were equally unfortunate. The Poet, Campbell, 
gave Dr. Jenner two cases of secondary small pox, which occurred 
in one family. Sir WilliaYn Rowley's son had small pox a second 
time. Mr. Bagster's child, near Somerset House, inoculated by 
the late Mr. Sutton, died of secondary small pox." The meaning 
of all this is, that if small pox itself affords no certain security against 
a second attack, the occurrence of the disease after cow pox should 
not prejudice the^ public against the preventive powers of the latter. 
If the cases of secondary small pox were as common as those of 
small pox after vaccination, it certainly would not have that effect; 
but unfortunately the fact is, that for one case of secondary small 
pox we meet with three hundred failures of cow pox. The origi- 
nality and ingenuity of Dr. Jenner*s communication, we suspect, 
will not succeed in reviving the confidence of the public in the 
preventive powers of vaccination. Our correspondent at Rouen 
informs us that small pox, after vaccination, is by no means a commpn 
occurrence in France, and that the priests are exercising their 
influence in prejudicing all classes against it. Connected with this 
subject we received the following letter, «ince the publication of our 
last number. 
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. SiRS^ — A genUeman» a friend of mine, i¥ho had the aroall pait 
very fully, through inoculation forty years ago, has lately been 
afflicted with it again, in consequence of intercourse with a' family 
wherein it prevailed. It is to be observed, that the first time be had 
it very miid^ the last time very severe. By this and other circum- 
stances of the siame nature^ it appears that we cease, after a certain 
period of time has passed, to be protected by inoculation^ as well 
as vaccination. I am^ Sirs, Tour obedient Servant, 

28, HenrieUa Street, Covent Garden, W. WRIGHT, 

May 28^ 1819. Surgeon, Aurist to Her late Majesty. 

MEASLES. — The following remarks on this disease we received 
from a very respectable Lady Bountiful^ residing in the county of 
.Essex« 

** Although there are fetv persons who are unacquainted with the 
first symptoms of the measles, it may be satisfactory to some parents 
to be informed upon the subject. 

** The writer will just therefore state, that, with young children, a 
running from the eyes and nose, accompanied by great heaviness, 
generally ushers in the complaint The cough is most violent when 
the eruption is about to appear. Children of a more advanced age 
have generally head-aches, less running of the eyes and nose, but 
perhaps more pain in the eye-lids; and at all ages, frequently a 
troublesome soreness about the inside of the lips. 

''It is a safe precaution, under any of the above symptoms, to give 
such a dose as shall act pretty briskly upon the bowels, for which 
purpose the Basilic powder is particularly well adapted : about four 
graind may be given to a child of a yei^r old, and for every year^ 
afterwards an additional grain, to the age of sixteen, when (unless 
the patient is a weakly subject), 20 grains, the dose of an adult, may- 
be administered. The principle cause, however, of anxiety, par- 
ticularly at this season of the year, is as respects the tendency which 
it induces to inflammation in the chest; hence the importance of 
parents watching the first symptoms, and being provided with the 
first remedy in case of an attack, which, though it may not have 
arrived at a pitch to baffle human skill, yet soon requires that the 
person who is under its influence should be reduced to the lowest 
state of debility; the principal object, therefore, of the writer is to 
jecommend the heads of families, who have the measles in their 
house, to be provided with blisters ; and should their patients com- 
plain of soreness in their chests when they cough, no time should be 
lost in applying the same directly over the part where the pain is 
felt. This is a most safe, simple, and generally an effectual preven- 
tive to further suffering in this respect, provided the disorder is not 
allowed to gain an ascendancy before recourse is had to the blister, 
which also, by occasioning a determination to the skin, causes the 
measles to be thrown out, wliere all other remedies fail. And so far 
under such circumstances is the above remedy from being so pain- 
ful, as it is generally supposed, thai when there is a tendency to in- 
ternal inflammation, the prickling pain of the blister externally is 
frequently rather a pleasant sensation. The writer had applied one 
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to the chest of a child which almost immediately had a good effect; 
b\it, on the soreness occasioned by the blister beginning to heaU the 
cough returoed, and the child complained of extreme pain in her 
throat, and repeatedly called out, " Put a blister on my neck!** 
The writer did so over the windpipe, and from that time she re- 
covered. It may be necessaiy to apply drawing, instead of healing^ 
ointment for a day, and one d rachm of paregoric, with one of ipeca- 
cuanha wine, in a cup of water, may be sipped through the day. 
The patient should be kept warm, though not to an extreme ; and it 
is rery advisabfe, wherever it can be effected, that a careful and 
judicious person should sit up at least the first night of the eruption's 
coming out; though, indeed, at this season, for several nights a fire 
should be kept up, and water kept hot, so that should the legs be* 
come coldy a bottle prepared to contain boiling water should be filled, 
and, rolled up in a flannel, applied to the feet It is also necessary 
that something should be kept warm, of which the sick person may 
drink plentifully; and there is no beverage more refreshing than tea, 
which should be weak according to the age of the child. Raspberry 
vinegar in warm water makes a good change, and is particularly 
proper under cough and fever. Toast sopt in tea, or roasted apples, 
may be given as food ; though the friends of sick persons should 
not be over anxious to make them eat whilst the complaint lasts. 

*^ About the third day or night, after the appearance of the spots, 
tiiey begin to turn pale; rather previous to which, a dose of the 
basilic powder should be again administered, and repeated the 
next night; and a third time, missing one night between, wheh 
most probably the disorder will be entirely removed. At the 
beginning of the eruptive fever, should there be great restlessness, 
a few grains of the antimonial febrifuge powder will be found 
veiy serviceable. 'The eyes often suffer much in the measles; 
it will be found beneficiaf to bathe them frequently with hot water, 
by means of a soft sponge, for several minutes at a time. At 
the commencement of the cough, the patient will feel comfort 
from drawing in the steam of hot water from a funnel. It may be 
discovered, whether inflammation is beginning in very young 
children, by an expression of pain in their countenalnces when 
they cough ^' 

** In cases of the failure of the blister to relieve the chest, leeches 
should, without delay, be applied.*' 

Our medical readers will say that this communication contains 
nothing new. The treatment recommended by our correspondent is 
more calculated to prevent mischief on the lungs, Ace. than that which 
is generally adopted. It is an important article, inasmuch as it shews 
that domestic medicine is sometimes properly conducted by those 
truly valuable members of the community, whose chief delight is 
doing good. The diffusion of medical information among the higher 
classes of society, should indiice the members of the profession to 
proceed on scientific principles. The public is no longer to be misled 
by technical jargon, or induced to believe, that it is necessary 
to swallow five or six draughts^ and as many pills daily, to subdue 
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triflins: maladies. The state of domestic medicine in this country 
should convince the College of Physicians of the necessity of 
a thorough reform, or of adapting their bye-laws to the present slate of 
(he medical art, as practised by surgeons and apothecaries. If they 
persist in protecting only the fee trade, they wilt soon have the 
mortification to find domestic medicine will be in advance of them, 
a circumstance that will prove fatal to the guinea tmde^ and place 
them ar practitioners on a par with their obsolete charter. 

PHAGEDiENIC ULCER.— Sirs,— Should the following case 
which recently presented itself, to me, and which has yidded 
to the novel mode of treatment as described in the ' narjcitivei 
afford you any interest in its. perusal ; you will, perhaps, do me the 
favour to give \t insertion in your widely extended and useful pub- 
lication. 1 an), Sir, your obedient Servant, 
\ Royal Dispensary. ARNOLD THOMAS FAYERMAN. 

89, Aldersgate Street " ^ 

« A few weeks ago a gentleman of property from a western couoty, 
paid me a visit for my professional advice in a[ very distressing cpm^ 
plaint Ila had been afflicted with a spreading ulcer for near four 
years, which had seated itself on the left side of the nose, resting its 
pase on the cheek, and stretching itself to the Os Unguis. This ulcef 
might With justice be termed a union of the pha|^8Sdi(^ with the 
Noli me tangere; its size that of a half crown, with a rugged but; 
smooth edge, remarkably yuscular and exceedingly irritable^ It fim 
made its appearance in the form of .a small redaisti pimple, the sur-^ 
face of which was abraided by the action of the nn^r nail, from 
whence a discharge of ichor. exu()ed,and ulceration rapidly followed* 
The patient's habit was by no ptieans full, but there was a degree of 
constitutional irritability, which was aggravated by a fretful dispot 
aition and a dread of death, which placed his case in the most unfa*- 
vourable point of view. As the disease speedily put on an imDoaing 
front, his medical adviser reconimen({ed a journey to town for the 
purpose of having a consultation ; h^ accordingly visited Londoif 
about July 1817> and had several' interviews with Mr. Astley 
Cooper, Mr. Trovers, and Sir William Blizard. The decoction of 
sarsaparilla with mezerian was given internally with the alterative 
pill of Plummer, and a lotion of lime water and calomel applied td 
the sore, touching the edges with the nitrated quicksilver ointment; 
still the diseaaet increased, and the constitution became retnarkal)ly 
impaired:— bleeding from the edges of the sore was a common oc- 
currence, and the centre of it was gradually becoming more exCa^ 
vated. When the case was presented to my view, the following were 
its appearances s — The Os unguis, through which passes the lacryraat 
duct, had completely exfoliate! ; the Os Malae Superiore, or upper 
cheek bone, was exposed; the Septum Nasi laid bare^ and the 
pituitous membrane exhibited to view to the extent of a gbilfing, 

Itnd part of the upper and under eyelid was destroyed. Recol- 
ecting to have seen a case somewhat simitar in the year lSIl«which 
YTBB at that period in the hands of a worthy and respectable f/iend| 
an eminent physician of Birmingham, in which he had tried with 
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(be ^atett sueQMS a local appHcatipp of Mel JErug;. vulgo 
Egyptian Honey ,^ with k caipers-nair pencil ; I determifjed to gite 
It a tri^l, at the same time to exhibit such medicines internally a» 
would beat allay the constitutional irritability of the patient, for 
ivbich ptirpose I gave a^ follows — 

Extract of bemlock, 

Extract of henbane, and 

Mercurial pjll, of each one scruple, divided into twelve pills, one 
to b^ t^ken every night at bed-time. 

As a day qaediciQe, and powerful tonic and antiseptic, I admi- 
Aiftered the 

Peruvian terk (ip fine powder) half a drachm, with fire drops of 
nitric acid, and two oftipcture of opium, mixed in a sufficient 
. opfllAUty of watec to foao a draiight, one of which was taken 
tnr6e ttme$ a day, with rather a tibeitil use of bottled porter, 
but no wine or spirit). 
' The bowels were kept open with a aohitton of E||>som saft. The 
tflceif Wa* washed ctean every nisfbt and momiiig with a weak solu* 
Hon oPlead, by m^n» of a dossil of lint. The Egyptian Honey was 
l*ep ap^tied night and morning over the whole surmce, and tlie part 
protected' Croni the air by a bbck patch. Seventeen days after this 
Man had been foDowed up, bealthy gramuiations began to arise in 
the cifcui^ of the aore. and its internal cavity put on a florid healthy 
irppearancc, and a discharge of laudable matter ensued. Some pieces 
or exfbliated b^ne oone away — ^the healtk of the patient was also 
Materiality aiQended^ and hjs spirits more animated. Occasional 
lileeding ensued, but was imTnediately stopped by the local appli- 
ed tipu. ' Tbjs s;^stexn of treatment, occasionally siigKtly raried ac- 
cording to existmg circumstances, has been followed for some weeks 
with' the most astoni^bing succesa. The bealtby gramuiations have 
been ^ven too exuberant, and t^e ulcer, from a foul and sloughihg 
na^urte,^ became Uke a common healthy sore, rapidly circumscribing 
itself^ and. the. cicatrization in a^ fitm steady state« 
. SALIVATION.— Profc$sor Vi^o Mons informs us, that be has 
lttt,e^^ fpund Hydtosul'pburet Iron (produced by sutpiiur, iron, and 
Wa^r,) to possess, when taken internally* the property of removiitg 
the effects of inercuiy on the guips and salivary glands almost instan<» 
t^hequsly; md when applied exter;ia)Iyf of curing chronic erysi- 
^atona affections of the sHiq» and fool and languid uteera. 
' CtJBEBSL— Suilgeon Adama, feie of Ceylon, has lately publisbed 
sereral cades of gonorrticBa, 'which satifttkctorily prove that this 
Iremedv evipcies a specific efltect in its clf^e^ particularly when ex- 
hibited in }tp early stage. Mr. Hutchinson, a scientific surgeon of 
Londbn, stat^s^ that, his own experience leads him to think very 
highly of it ; when administered' before the disease i» establislied, 
i^d when its internal u^ is accompanied with a weak solution of 
the sulphate of zlpc, as a tofical applkation, it generally succeeds 
ifi effecting a cure within two or tjiree days. Mr. Adams observes, 
that on ••referring to. liis case book he found, that those patients 
IVho aid not derive any benefit from the eubebu, hadpneviously used 
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•tfitrirti*erli6t for the tpaioe of eightor ten tii^ TH idlMnmAk^ 
^mfAomi had sabeidod, «nd the disMise bnid iso tfsUiMiilied htfitft, 
as not tD be under Ib^ control of lo simple a femady»*' N«w those 
suTgeona wbo have given H the most extenai^ trial ifi LmIoo, day> 
that tt ia only in an advanced atag^ of th« diaeaae, wbeh it his nearly 
niQ ita inflammatory eourae^ and m bordertng on gl^l^ thht th<ey haf^ 
found it benefidal ; and this neport aecofda with our own ^ptt^^. 
Wby Mr. Adams should term it a simple r^jmedy, we ktt at k loA 
to conjecture. The berries afiTord a conaiderabte |)rop(wtiOn of tesin, 
a pungent essential oil, and a bitter quality, and ther^fbm by tib 
means a simple remedy in cases of an ft<:ute or iilflammtitOi'y diiaii^. 
It asautredty allays morbid irrftation of the Ydetnbrafious llitii^ 
of the urethra, whether attendant m gotioffhcfea, ft^eet, bf Writ- 
ture» and also of the internal surface of yat^itili. in Bu6r dlhuit, 
chronic indigestion, asthma of elderly people, siitd gcn^rAl debtlitjr 
attetided with dropsical swellings of the Ifegs, the Saturtlt^d Uft<;tate 
of the cubebs has proved highly b^fcneficial, in the dbse 6f* t^o fest- 
spoonsful two or thre* times a day in a glass of wat^i^; sfnd,6uf e:s- 
perience justifies us in asderting that for these cotnplaitits It is the 
most efficacious remedy that has been discovered, 

T£A. — A lady of distinction near Dublin, informs u^, ttiat sinois 
she has adopted the composition of British herbs, IrecomHi^ndect in 
oUf I8th iNumbeir, as a substitute for (ea, She bas ei\)€^ed afi 
urtintemipted state of good health. That before she hki reopurse to 
it, she was subji^ct to cramp in the stomach, and other distressing 
symptoms of indigestion^ general irritability of the nervOUs system, 
and occasionally a great despondency', which she is now p^rsuadejp 
were the effects of foreigti tea. We have recdved similar rej^orta 
of pei-fb^t good health having slic^ceeded the disgse of tea. 1*116 
composition of British hei^s, recommended in oiir l6th Kluipbor^^is 
sold by Mr. Butler, herblst, in Covent Garden, and at ffo'. 1^ 
Ctarendon-dquare, Somerg ToWii. , 

' THB mjMPKIN.— Prom tbs seeds of tlie pumpkin, wUpb are 
generally thrown away, an abundance of art excetleni oil may be 
extracted. When peeled they yield much more oil than an equal 
'quantity of (lax. This oil burns wdl, gives a lively ligbt, lasts 
long^ than other oils, and emits very little smoke. It has been 
ifSM on the Continent fbr fVvhkg fish, ^c. Th^ cake r^m^ininfi' 
aft^r the extraction of th^ oil may be given to <^ttle, wh6 eat it 
with avidity. 

BB6S.— tt a|)peftrs fihom a 6ommunieatiofii whii^h Captftif) (^alT, 
ft ceMbrated aspiarian, residing at Paptow Hill n^f iMaid^nhead, 
has lately made to tlie secretary df the British Aspifil'iw Sodiet^ 
^stablislied in Ijondon, tltat every reasomibte decree of stic^^$ &nd 
profit atiends the- mode of Mtractrn^ a part of tn^ eomb and hdriey 
ffmk the hives st su^esrive periomi. 'The wtright of h^ney aod 
cosriy hi fwentf^tw^ of Gaplahi C/9 hived, after deduetiif|^ thd 
wtigbtof thoMVea, was ascertained, on the f Tfh of Sept^mbef last. 

to be 641 lbs. ; and from which subsequently, in Setyt^mber tSfi 

OctohBTy setf tbs. of honey wer« extracted at (wo opMtionik, which 
ia attlia t^ etSH )fea» af hMey and cottl^ gaittw Irtm lOODtbs.' 
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of tht oefltants bf the 'hhres, ^st- near 91b. Tes. firbia each ktfe on 
the averaige of the whole, or 26 Ifas. for each of the eight hives, 
which were actually cleprfTed> of hooey. Fifteen of the above 
twenty-two hived were weighed, at five different periods, the col* 
lective weight of whose honey and comb was found to be 438 Iba., 
which last weight increased to lOOOIbs. ; and the other fobr weights 
bein^ increased in the exact same proportion, th^y stand as jlbllow-*- - 
vis. in September lOOOlbs.^ in October 998 lbs:, on December 15fh, 
751 ll^s., on Januarv 85tb, 669Jbs., and on March II th, SSI lbs., of . 
honey and comb; these weights being intended ibr showing the rate 
of the bees' winter consumption of honey. 

POISONE D EGGS.-*^ smaU farmer in the village of Heath, near 
Wakefield, in Yorkshire, lately had several of his hens die, owing, 
as has since appeared, to a neifbhour, into whose garden they had 
been in the habit of straying, having strewed barley impregnate^ 
or mixed with arsenic, in order to destroy them. One of these 
pojsoned hens laid an egg about an hour beiore she died, which th^ 
farmer, unknowing, ate fried in a.collop (being then in perfect 
healthy) but he was soon after seised with vjolent pains and sickness. 
Ail experienced medical man. who was called in two hours 
afterwards, instantly pronounced from the symptoms, that poison 
had beeii taken ; ^nd immediately administered an emetic and castor 
oil, by^which the patient's life was saved ; but he continued ill for 
l^veraTda^s, and without doubt, it is said, h6 would have died if 
medical aid had not been called in. This ought to operate as a 
cautioti against this not uncommon yet dangerous mode of ridding 
'ourselves of trespass firom our neighbour's poultry. It has excited tho' 
surprise of many, that the egg could become so strongly infected 
vUn the arsenic before the hen wns |tilled by it. On the discovery 
pf the' cause of the farmer's hens dyin^, his wife cut open the crops 
of two of those which lately had sickened; and after carefully 
emptying the crops of all the barley and other matters, and washing 
them out, sewed them up again^ anq, strnnge to $ay, they survive and 
si^m likely Xo recover, 

SCOl) Rli{G.-^'« A farmer having lost, last summer, eight or nine 
calves from scouring, and haviug tried every thing reconimended as 
purgatives and astringents withput the least eiTect, found Uie follow* 
ing cbm^Ki^ition to succeed in eight cases which wer^ apparently 
flraWing to a fatal termination. Take of powder^ rhubarb, two 
dracUiAs ;' castor oil, an ounce; kali, prepared, one tea-spoonful ;.mix 
well, together in* a pint .of • warm mijikf If the first dope does not 
answef, repeat jt in 36 or 48 hours. If the calf will suck it will he 
brpperto allow I^m to do it,"— jparm^rV Journals 

T£ WltR EEt-At May field F^ir. Sussex, a thoughtlessWelchman, 
named A^prgan, an old e^ pef ienced dealer in cattle and boraea,. tied 
$1 8tririgt)f tlje latter animals to a Yew-tree in theFair-field, where 
two of tti^m were soon afterwards found dead, having freely eaten of 
the poisonoufi leaf; a third quipkly after was sei^sed with convulsion^ 
find also died. 

THE FLY.-rAtqongst other difficultiea attending the raring of 
turnips,* observes ^e editor of tfiat very valuable weekly. pap^r the 
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Fanner^s Jocimaly we may add the somtl insect commonly called the 
Fly« whose raTages ni some instances proceed with such rapidity, 
thnt nearly the whole of the plant is devoured from the surface of 
the ground before the husbandman is aware that the depredators 
have entered the field. Means however may be employed to check, 
if not to defeat the disastrous operations of this insect ; and the plan 
which he recommends for that purpose is fumigation by brimstone. 
This he has fre()uenlly practised, and generally with success. 

The process ts as follows :•— '* Let the Farmer carefully watch his 
turnips as they come up, and whenever the fly makes its appear- 
ance, or rather, when its ravages become visible on the rising root, 
let him take a certain quantity of brimstone; aceording to the extent 
of ground, infested by the insect, about 2{ or 3 lbs. to an acre; let 
this be put into a kettle and melted in the turnip field, in a situation 
most eligible. for the wind to carry the fume 6ver the ground; then 
take any combustible matter calculated to make a considerable smoke, 
which being dipped in the liquid brimstone, must be strewed all 
over the field in a state of ignition, and so close together that the 
fumes of the burning matter may completely cover every part of the 
ground.** The decoction of the bitter almond is more fatal to the 
lives of insects and worms than any other v^^etable or mineral poison. 
It is made by infusing the bitter almond powder (the ground cakes 
that remain after expressing the oil,) in warm water for twenty-four 
hours; 28lbs.whicn may be purchased for five shillings, will 
make forty Grallons, a sufficient quantity for a large garden. 

PURPLE ENAMEL.— An Italian Clergyman has lately pub* 
lished the following receipt for making the rurple Enamel used in 
the Mosaic pictures of St. Peter's in Rome: 

One pound of sulpliur, I ditto saltpetre, 1 ditto vitriol, 1 ditto 
antimony, 1 ditto oxide of tin, minium or oxide of lead 60 lbs. ; 
all mixed together in a crucible, and melted in a furnace : it is next 
to be taken out and washed, to carry oflTthe salts : after melting in 
the crucible, add nineteen ounces of rose copper, half an ounce 
prepared . zaffer, one ounce and a half crocus martis made with 
sulphur, three ounces refined borax, and one pound of a composition 
of gold, silver and mercury: when all are well combined, the. mass is 
to be stirred with a copper rod, and the fire gradually dimi« 
nished to prevent the metab fi-om burning. The composition thus 
prepared is finally to be put info crucibles and placed in a 
reverberatory furnace, where they are to remain twenty-four hours* 
The saine composition will answer for other colours, by merely 
phangin^ the colouring matter. This composition has almost all 
the c£aracter9 qf real stone; and when broken^ exhibits a vitreous 
fracture. — Philo^oph. Mag. 

THE BEET ROOT.-^A, M. Sinisen has published, at Coi)en« 
hagen, an aoooqnt qf a series of experiments which be has made to 
ascertain the practieiibilitv of maaumcturinff paper from the pulp of 
beet root. As a proqf of the success of nis experiments, he has 
printed bis work on paper manufactured from this material. 

MILDEW ON WHEAT.— A solution of common salt in water, 
ft^ the proportion of a pound to a gallon, is much extolled as a 
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remedy for tb« mildew on com. After •priiililiw. die corn tlurM or 
four days, the mildew will diBappear, leavin|^ only « diiooloiinition 
on the straw where it wa« destroyed. The betl and moat expedj-* 
iious way of applying the mixture 19 with a flat brinh, tiieh aa w 
used hf whitewasbers. The operator having a pail of the mixture 
ID one hand, with the other he dips the brush into it, and makes hi» 
regular casts as when sowing corn broadcast i in this way he wiU 
readily get over ten acres in the day, and with an assistant a greft 
deal more. About two hogsheads of the mixture will suffice ^r an 
acre. Wherever the mixture touches, the mildew immediately 
dies. ^ 

STRICTURE.— A merchant's clerk informs us that be was in- 
duced to place himself under the care of Mr. Lynch, by the promiaea 
be held out in a public advertisement of speedily and evectually 
curing stricture. On his first visit* Mr. Lynch assured him that 
the inconveniences he complained of arose from stricture, and that 
on rempving it, which he promised to do in a few weeks, he woipld 
enjoy perfect health. He accordingly purchased a packet of hi^ 
remedje8,at the moderate price of five pounds ! I Besides a decoction 
of vegetables, which was to correct his constitution, there were 
two bottles of oil, one of Which was titled Orientat Oil, and the 
other Botanical Oil ! The oils appeared to differ only in d^|ree of 
colour, which was artificial. They were in fhct common oil, de- 
corated with fine-sounding and no doubt to the ignorant very, im- 
posing names. The use of the oils was to grease or lubricate the 
two excrementittous passages. Stricture, the learned Gentleman 
contended, Is a ria^id contraction of a passage^ airisiug from n 
neglect of nature In greasing the surfiice; and art should sup- 
ply the deficiency, instead of attempting to remove the constriction 
Dv mechanical tneans^ or the more cruet and unscientifie mode of 
^^catisticaiion.** 

The advertiser's practical remarks appeared so reasonable as (6 
induce him to give his remedies a iair trial, Havine expended aQ 
the money he bad savisd, or was able to borrow Of friends, (being 
to the amount of forty pounds,) hei^as under the necessity of giving 
up the remediy entirely, Mr. Lvnch not being willing to |^ivebim 
credit. He did not deny that the packet for which he charged five 
pounds, did not cost htm ten shillings j but as credit was nevef 
^iven by enitneir^ practitioners, for very cogent reasons, he should 
justly subject himself to the severe animadversions of all the 
physicians and surgeons of London, if he were to set such an 
example. The clerk not having received the smallest benefit from 
the remedies, did not regret his refusal of credit. The idea that 
he was ailKcted with a stricture which in a( short time would be 
productive of the most distressing effects, was so strongly impressed 
upon his mind, that he immediately applied to a surgeon, who' on 
examination found that it existed only in bis imagination 1 1 — The 
affection which he bad attributed to stricture, and his atherlising 
fiiend had cotifirmed, arose from gravel, and was in the course of a 
week entirely removed by taking ten drops of the Hquor of kali in 
a quarter of a pint of a decoction of the dried foreign marshmaXlow 



• • • 

QOtvzn tvtKxr.'] Th$ OaxeiU of Health. 9ffl 

foot, twice a dsy ! I Nowwebeg leave Id ask the Cotlegfe <yf Sof *> 
geeas or London, tf It 'wotrld not more redound to their honoor, 
to exercise the power which the l^ifllature has given them bjpr 
proflecatkig impostors, than hy sending their clerl about threatening 
surgeons to whom the^ hare granted diplotnas, and whose com* 
pete^cj to praefcise the healing aft thejF therefore cannot dispute^ 
with l^gal pf oeeediiigs to recover a moietjr cyf their charge fer the 
eerliflcato they Mve of their having underj^one the necessary e?^' 
aouMtien, to which they gave the ftne sounding name of a Diploma. 
Thef, and dte Felkiws of the College of Physlcfana, sheidd be aware^ 
that en grantiaff the chairt^r, the objeet of the legislature was fa 
woaMte mediau sciewte Ibr Che beneot of the puMie, aad not setrff 
Mr their aggraodizeMienl, 

GOLDEN SPIRiT OP SCURVY GiUS8.~thia inv^HtMe 
arliela, the proprietor stotes, was flrat diaooreved by Dip. Batemart; 
to wbosesaperior knotvledgennd powersof reieargfa, thepublic is in* 
debited ftr that iacompavable mcdiciiie, tfie Ptetoral Drops.— ^ ft 
aaijr nol onl^ be taken at aprnrg and/oiZ^ bnt at all amvement times, 
or aaom^diag to dutcrtiiouf for one medicine wiH net worii on the 
eoQslitutJeasi of ail pecipJ» alike# Aa to its BMdicinal virtues, they 
are tea namesons to apecii^ in a bill of directions ; suffice it there* 
fore la say,, that it epem aU obstiactioas, kelps in dropsies, givee 
breaih in greai stoppages, purges the stomach of asnrd. It iagooif 
in surfeits^ and is aighty aeoessary to lahe after amnU pox, for 
purging ftWi^ the telias it that disorder. For usmammty breath it 
la the best remedy yet fomadi out. It kills wenna ia young and old ; 
helps the gsavd hv tfhe kkbieys s a nurse, by taking, may cnie tbn 
lamnt ef scabs aad breakings ent. Ia most chronic diseases, espe^ 
eiallv such a& Dsoceed from the blood, eitber by har^*drinhing or 
liaro*-livii^. ^ it preveata the teeth frnn rotting. Te cenelnde, it 
ia bnnefieial Hi most salt,, sharp distempers. R being wdl known 
to the pttUic. that this medicine proves beneficial, more or lem, in 
all diseaseS|. the propeieter considers it a duty be- owes* himself and 
bia eounlrjF,, to. caationi buyers against connterfeita, wUeh am sent 
nbsoad by unprbsciphd men : if they regard tbeir heaUJi, he entreatn 
them mast eanmstly tn take notice tbinl ench bettk ia jcaM wkk 
iAc, Jvlader^Si eoet ef arm. 4a it doea net operate by atool, it may 
be takerf during the hardest flrbst; for it arms th$ siamatfk and vitala 
agpnaat e^bi^ misty slnd^ iafoofciaua air. The dear ia from 56 to SOO 
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his mvaUsabtei discovery we find to be the cmnmon spirit of 
sGoryy grassiof the shaps^ magaised by the CDlnuring article sohl 
nnder the name of drngnn^s bleod 1 ! Aqnarter ef an ouaae of borne 
radish, and a> bandfiti of scurvy gtaas, wo«ild be sufficient to make 
half a deceo: bottles ! i ! Witti nsspect to its medieinal virtoes we 
have no hesitation* in sayings that the ale or wine which is Deoora« 
mended aaa> proper vehiab:f<ir itoaxbibitaoai will pravnaa beneficial 
without it aa with it* 

THE BI.OOM. Of NINOUT DE L' ENCLOS.-^- Thia ui>* 
equalled and inestimable coemetic/' is prepared b^ Mademoieelle 
Pigout^ of Paris, who for the benefit of the fair ladies of England, 
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fiends a supply negulariy to iier ageots in London.- Jt was tbe 
only cosmetic the celebrated Ninon deL^Endose ever employed, 
ancf to itA frequent use there can be no doubt that she was iadeoted 
for the beauty and wit which rei^dered her the admitaiion and boast 
of France. — ^It gave her the hue, the countenance^ the titadty and/re 
of youth, eyen at in advanced age.'' This fact,'' says Mademoiselle 
Pigout, ** is recofded and proclaimed in all the great ^iudfoikionabla 
circles of that polished kingdom.** She adds. ** that in 179^ a lady 
of the fiist quality did her the favour to lay this invaluable discovery 
at the feet of the Queen of France ;--^Her m^esty, bavitig no objec« 
tion to improve her- complexion and to partake a little more of the 
bloom, vivacity, and fire of youth, gave it a trial : the reeultwas so 
satisfactory, that she was really charmed with her blooming appear- 
ance, and no other cosmetic is now allowed to approach the royal 
toilette.** In 1781, Mademoiselle Pigout was honoured with the in- 
troduction of this, most sovereign and unequal bloom into Great 
Britkin, and it was with no less truth than pleasure that ^he learnt 
from thenccj that its pre-eminent powers have now in the efeat and 
polite circles banished the use of every other composition tnat is set 
forth for the same or similar purposes. That it was to its animating 
and beautifying effects, that certain high characters are indebted for 
having been enabled to carry certain resolutions into effect for the 
&ese/ft of their country ! ! : 

It cures effectoally wrinkles arising from dissipation or old age, 
wormt in the skin, and pimples. It braces instead of relaxing tbe 
akin^ and to this effect the animation it produces in the countenance 
ia to beattrihuied. It^lso, by invigorating the yessels of the akin, 
produces a peculiar bright transparent and blooming appearance, 
and a vivid one of tlie eyes; It also softens and renders it delicionsly 
odoriferous, and gives a manly firmness to whiskers and mas- 
tachctesi ! " Such is the greatness of its reputation, and the exten- 
aiveness of its sale, that some unprincipled people have imposed on 
tbe public a variety ofpoisonous trash, under the title of tbe veritable 
Bloom of tbe immortal Ninon de I^'Enclos ; and to have the audacity 
to write the name of Mademoiselle Pigout on it. To prevent tboiie 
iniqnitous proceedings in fiature, towards the ladies and gentlemen 
of Ureat Britain, Mademoiselle has appointed respectable agents in 
London to vend it.'* 

On examining this unequalled and inestimable, cosmetic, we find 
it to be composed of white lead, alinond emulsion, and essence of 
lavender. Now of all the Compositions that have b^n offered to the 
public as cosmetics, this is the most dangerous. The repeated ap- 
plication of lead to the skjn of the iace, 'instead of animating tne 
countenance, would assuredly, by paralysing the nerves, renmr it 
inanimate. Suck are the baneful effects of ' lead on the con- 
stitution, that the most seriou^ consequences have followed, 
^en the partial use of a weak preparation. What then must be 
the effect of the repeated application of a lotion strongly impregnated 
with ft ? We suspect the article is taiade in London. The con* 
tents of a is. 6d, bottle, cost the proprietor iibout one penny. 
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It appears, by an article in the Memoirs of eminent Physicians 
and Surgeons, that this gentleman is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Currie, 
of Ireland!! and that after receiting the rudiments of his pro- 
fessional education in his native country, he went to Edinrburgn to 
qualify himself to exercise the healing art as a Physician. During 
his short residence at this University, a fellow student informs us* 
thai he regularly attended the lectures of the different professors, 
and the practice of the Infirmary. In 1784, he took the degree of 
M. D. In the inaugural dissertation, which was written on this 
occasion, he ventured to advance an original idea, which was not 
likely to excite discussion or opposition, or to require much depth 
of argument or profundity of reasoning to defend. The new 
doctrine was, '* that the blood is not affected in small pox, and that 
the assimilating operation of the morbid cause is confined to the 
skin, the nerves of which acquire the peculiar state favourable to 
the action and perpetuating of the virus I !*' Of this opinion the 
doctor modestly asserts, the late professor CuUen had the candour 
to acknowledge the truth ; and thus, says be, the pupil, as the JirH 
proof of his professional acquirements, instructed nis master ! 1 1 
rhe professor^ however, never noticed this new doctrine in hia 
subsequent lectures, or eyen in his dissertation on the small poxl— 
The &ct is, the professor thought it a pretty flight of fancy, and aa 
such smiled at it ; and indeed* who, acquainted with the effects of tha 
small pox virus on. the system, could have kept his risible muscles 
quiet on hearing such nonsense? The smile was taken for a mark 
pf approbation : to the mind of a young author, inflamed with a 
laudable ambition, trifles light as air are strong as proofs of 
holy writ. There is not an old woman in the kingdom who 
would have advanced such an absurdity, that the blood is not 
affected by the matter of small pox. It is clearly conveyed to the 
mass of blood by the absorbents of the part to which it is applied ; 
and that the pustules^ in the first instance, arise from distension 
of blood vessels, and that the matter is afterwards separated from 
the blood, must be obvious |o every person capable of observation^ 
who has seen one case of the disease. The doctor's prof^sional 
abilities were not put to the test by a discussion of the subject of bia 
thesis. The examiners being his masters, could not consistently 
reject it, or deem the author unworthy of the high honoor of a 
doctor's degree in medicine. He had complied with the laws of 
the University in attending the lectures for the stipulated period; 
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and at this echeol it is well kBown that tlie teadmw are addoni 
disposed to deal rigorously with their pupils ^ besides, by what is 
termed plucking a candidate, the teachers participate in the disgrace. 
The case is, Professor CuUen, who was disposed to favour every 
theory that gave to the nervous system an importfince in the animal 
economy^ reallv did smile at the absurdity of the candidate's 
hypothesis. Tiie candid&te, we are told, abl^ defended his new 
opinion^ Every possible effect was given it by an empjiatical 
delivery; and so satisfied were the professors of the ingenuity 
of this original idea, that no discussion ensued. The honour to 
which the candidate aspired was consequently granted^ and the fees 
were most graciously received. Having now finished, as the learned 
doctor supposed, his professional education, he directed his views to 
tropical regions, as the most likely to afford a proper field ibr 
the display of his talents, and to reward him for.toe indefatigable 
labour with which he had pursued his studies. 

In order to carry this noble view into execution, vis* that of 
settling as a physician in Bengal, be condescended (fi'om a most 
laudable motive of economy) to accept of the appointment of ^iirg'eoiii 
to an Indiaman. Unfortunately for the Europeans settled in that 
part of India, the motion of the ship, the confinement of his cabin, 
and the diet, so disordered his general health, that he thought it 
prudent totally to relinauish the iprwd speculation. Previous to 
the adoption of the resolution to visit Bengal, his biographer (who 
obtained his infi>rmation from the most authentic source) tells us, 
that the doctor ^^ had not formed any notions on the importance of 
the liver and its functions, as the great depurator of the constitution, 
the source of its irregularities, and most of the maladies that afiect 
the body. These opinions had entered not into his practice ; but 
during his experience on board the Indiaman, a new light broke in 
upon him, which completely changed t|ie ideas of the causes, nature, 
and treatment of diseases which be had acauired at the Edinburgh 
school, and gave a new turn to kis m^diW opinions I ! '* *^ Who« 
ever,*' says he, ^^ contemplates the liver, the very large sise of the 
organ, and its exiensive and complkaied circulation, must, on re* 
flection, conclude that it is intended by miture for other and more 
important purposes, than supplying the mere secretion of th^t 
•xcrementitious fluid, termed tne bite. The more he examines it, 
the more will he be convinced of its hi^h consequence in the animal 
economy, and that on the regularity of its functions the health of the 
system maieriaify depends. In the tropical climates popular 
reelings as fullv impress the truth of this, and on every indisposition 
th^y lodk to the state of this organ as the criterion lo go oy, uid 
their practice is regulated accordingly"!! Immediately after 
giving up his naval practice, the doctor settled in Northampton, 
where he soon obtain^ the appointment of physician to the county 
infirmary* The guinea trade not proving so productive as the 
doctor had anticipated, in consequenee of the stupidity of the 
inhabitants ip not duly appreciating his talents, or perhaps not fblly 
eompf'ehehding his luminous hepatic sj/siem of medicine^ the doctor 
determined to remove to London, the citisens of which being more 
tnlighteued, he conceived it would of course afford a prpper place for 
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Ibe prot&ulgation 6f bis splendid bepattc tlieorj. He soon ttfler- 
waras was appointed assistant phjsieiao to Guy*8 Hospital, und, iti 
order that he n)ighi not be molested b^ the College of Physicians in 
bis grand scheme of enlightening his fbllow-creatures as to the 
ctiuses of all the maladies that torment them in this world of trial, 
he obtained a licence, from the OoHe^ of Phjrsicians, to aathorise 
him to practise in simple cases of disease within its jurisdiction. 
He then started a carriage, which, llbr the sake of consistencj, and 
of giving real importance to his system, the body of it was j^oted 
of a liver colour; and calomel b«ng the sovereign specific, instead 
of bis armorial bearinrs, it was decorated with the letter C, because 
it stood both for CWrrte and CahmeL Such originality is the gift of 
few, and is an indisputable evidence of a superior mind — a mind 
admirably qualified to unravel the animal machine, in order to 
ascertain the causes of disease, and to found thereon a rational 
system of medicine. 

On the resignation of Dr. Sauiiders, Dr. Currie was appointed- 
physician in ordinary to Guy's Hospital. He now commenced a 
oourse of lectures on the theory and practice of medicine, with the 
view of giving publicity to bis hepatic theory of diseases • His 
*^ original opinions *' &iled to excite enthusiasm among those pupils 
who were, mr repeatedly urgent importunities, induced to attend his 
lectures. What with yawning, coughing, snoring, and other 
symptoms of restlessness, or rather ofenougn. the doctor's eloquence 
was so drowned, that little more was heard than hepatic derange* 
f»€ifl— hepatic irritation. When his voice predominated, which it 

Eenerally did when he came to what was termed the pithy part of 
^ is theory, we fi>und him asserting that calomel, dulcified by ablution 
in lime water, i^ Vi chologue^ the oaI^ diologue that badoeen dis* 
covered. That calomel thus corrected, chologued the biliary ducts-— i 
that it took a seat near the pyrolus. to chologue the biliary ducts ! ! 

A system on a similar plan had been broached a few years before 
** the light of the hepatic theoiy broke in upon the doctor's mind/* 
by a clergyman of the name of JBarclav. That Gentleman, in a dis- 
sertation on the gout and other complaints, boldly asserted that the 
liver was placed in the body to proouce disease, fpr the purpose of 
punishing man for intemperance aud dissipation. That the effects 
of all vicious indulgencies or excesses were received by the liver, 
and by it ramified over the body. That the bile, when the body 
was erect, gravitated into the feet, where it soon became putrid^ 
and excited the peculiar inflammation termed gout That when 
the body was in a horizontal position, the bile was equally diffused 
over it, occasioning a variety of disorders, particularly of the stomach 
and the brain. With this theory was connected a nostrum, on the 
composition of which the reverend promulgator was less explicit; 
he merely contended that it effectually cured gout, indigestion, 
rheumatism, and nearly all the diseases to which man is liable, by 
carrying off that tormenting secretion of the liver— the bile. The 
parson's theory made converts; and in his list of patients who fan* 
cied they had derived benefit from the aperient effects of his no6« 
trum, were the names of the late Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, and several noblemen ! ! In consequence 
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of a disagreement between ftb« proprietors of tha nostrum; the com;- 
position of the wonderful specific transpired, which soon proved 
fatal to its reputation, and the Right Reverend and Right Honor-. 
able Patronizers were ashamed of having given their countenance to 
such a bare-faced imposition, — the basis of the pills being aloes and 
emetic tartar, the latter of which was rendered inert by prepared 
kali ! The result of this speculation was unfavorable for Dr. Currie's 
hepatic theory, the pupils and the public considering it to be par- 
son Barclay's empTt^ical doctrine, in a more scientific dress. The 
pupils who had attended one course of Mr. Cline*s lectures on ana-* 
tomy and physiology, could not be persuaded that a viscus so indo- 
lent as the liver, was of that importance in the animal economy as 
the learned doctor contended. So attached was the doctor to his 
own opinions, that he attributed his failure in establishing them 
partly to a misconception of the principles, and partly to a want of 
liberality and judgment in those who viewed tliem in a different 
light lie accordingly published an outline of his theory, that he 
might give it further publicity, by advertising the work in the pub- 
lic prints. — In this production he promised to favour the profession 
with a full elucidation of the system ; but although twelve years 
have elapsed it has not appeared, and we are fearful the analysis 
which has been given of it in a certain respectable review, will 
not expedite its appearance in print, if he has not been induced to 
consign the manuscript, as Dr. Pew of Sherboume says, of certain 
works on vaccination, to the tomb of all the Capulets. The outlines 
had the effect of alarming Dr. Saunders, who pretended to devote 
his whole time to repairing the livers of Asiatic Europeans!! Sup- 
posing that there was enoggb in the pamphlet to attract the attention 
of those, generally speaking, wealthy hypochondriacs, he immediately 
started one in opposition to it The outlines had the effect of open 
ing the doctor's eyes, with respect to the variety of the diseases that 
tropical glimates produced in the liver, and the baneful effects of 
calomel on many of them. He suddenly discovered that calomel, 
which he had been in the habit of prescribing indiscriminately in all 
chi-onic affections of the liver for nearly fifty years, was a dangerous 
medicine, rehiiering soft livers more soft, and hard ones more hard! ! 
That it injured materially the general health of Asiatic Europeans 
in particular, often producing scrofulous ulcers and swelling and in- 
curable rheumatism ; the meaning of which was, that much judgment 
and long experience were absolutely necessary to determine the cases 
in which it would prove beneficiaf, and in which it would have a 
contrary effect The doctor's opinions were industriously circulated 
through the medium of the public prints, and had the effect of pre- 
judicing the unthinking Asiatic Europeans against the Currean sys- 
tem ; but, by medical men, who were aware of the *' tricks they 
were playing," they were totally disregaixled. 

Dr.*Unwms, (to whose independant and judicious criticisms on 
medical works the profession is greatly indebted,) in the oration be 
delivered on modem medicine at an annual meeting of the medical 
society, made the following very pertipent remarks on the hepatic 
tbeoiy of diseases; 
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^ In respect to that theoiy which regards tht liver as the primum 
mobile of every thing of a morbid nature, and the consequent prac- 
tice founded upon these hepatic views, I have often thought that 
vrhen the mania has fully subsided, our successors will find it dif- 
ficult to reconcile our boasted freedom from the influence of pre- 
vailing doctrines, with our passive and practical acquiescence in that 
system which hepatism has pronouncea fo be good, and has com* 
manded the medical world to bow to and to obey. Turn up the great 
lobe of the liver, say the champions of this sect, and you will find 
diseases lying as thick as ants in a mole-hill which has been dis- 
turbed by the scythe of the mower. This is the real Pandora's box, 
the origin and cause of all diseases; the something which if you can 
regulate, you can controul disease; if not, disease will bid defiance 
to all your remedial endeavours! Do you see a child dying with 
watery head? What can possibly have produced the derangement 
and the approaching death, but something wrong in the liver? Is 
the disorder tic doloureux, or head ache, or apoplexy, or epilepsy, 
or madness, or blindness ; see to it that the liver is in a proper state 
before you either think of causes or dream of cure. To what other 
sources than obstructions in the liver can we attribute those affec- 
tions which have been referred, but erroneously, to primary disor- 
ders in the chest? Does the blood find a difficult transmission 
through the lungs? — such difficulty must have been first experi- 
enced by the liver. Are these tubercles or ulcerations, or asthma- 
tic conditions, observable in these organs ? How can such tubercle, 
or ulcer, or asthmatic affections, have originated without the liver 
having planted their seeds, and regulated their growth ? Do we 
find inflammatory conditions, aneurismal dilations, organic obstruc- 
tions in the heart and its great blood-vessels? Who shall pretend 
that ossification, that obstruction, that dilation, can take place, un- 
less through the agency of the liver? Stomach and bowel derange- 
ments, would our theorists say, are still more obviously and unequi- 
vocally our own. Concede this to us, and at the same time observe 
how intimately connected such ventricular states are with the ori- 
gin and decline of many other morbid aflections, and the inference 
must be, that all these maladies are in reality and effect a disordered 
liver. Rheumatic inflammation, for instance, may or may not be 
an inflammation seated in a membraneous fascia ; but whether it 
be or be not, it is the liver which has transmitted the blood, charged 
with the powere. to create the local disturbance. Again, an indivi- 
dual is attacked with what you please to name gout ; how frequent 
it is to observe such attack alternating with states in which the liver 
is undeniably affected in its functions; tlierefore do our hepatic 
logicians infer, gout is resident in the liver. Multiform and various 
to be sure are the disordered irritations to which the kidneys and 
connected parts are obnoxious. The urine, instead of being poured 
out from its glands of secretion with all its healthy produce and 
principles, is sometimes found loaded with a vest proportion of sac- 
charine matfer ; but it is needless to amuse yourself with fine-spun 
theories of the quo-modo of such phenomenon: it is further loss of 
time to aim at ascertaining the difierent qualities and ingredients of 
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calculary formation* or try to find out the modus operandi of lithic 
concretion :— it is all, all done by the liver; and looking at any 
thing less than the liver, we- merely investigate incidentid effects^ 
instead of being more sensibly and more profitably engaged in rais^ 
ing our contemplation to the source of eveiy thing.**—*' Have I, 
Gentlemen, drawn a caricature portrait of this great liver leviathan ? 
Certain it is, that I have not so far disfigured the likeness in the 
delineation, but that the portrait must be universally recognized; 
and I shall now draw a little more upon your indulgence, by saying 
a few words respecting the origin and prevalence of this hepatic 
hypothesis. 

** At the time when the Edinburgh School of Medicine became 
of paramount authority through the whole of Britain, Dr. Cullen 
was appointed to the principal medical professorship in that univer-* 
sity, and in the system of medicine which he published, proclaimed 
his partiality to the doctrines of Hofiman, in fibrous debility, as ex« 
plicatory of disordered states : instead therefore of vitiat^ fltiids 
and corrupt humours, formerly the cant of the day, all became now 
atony, spasms, tonics, and corroborants. The great rival of Cullen, 
Dr. John Brown, did very little more than confirm these fibrous 
notions, although he so very materially altered the language io 
which they were conveyed, and aimed at simplifying the sources 
from which the debility proceeded, and the consequent indications 
of treatment. Eight-tentbs of all the maladies incident to man, were, 
in this sweeping code of medical principia, referred to sheer weak-i 
ness or deficient excitations, and all medicine was mere stimulation ; 
the lancet was denounced as an instrument of destruction, evacua« 
tions were proscribed upon pain of death, and all organic afiections 
from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot were viewed and 
treated upon the bold and broad principle of general excitation. 

** It soon, however, became evident that debility and disease are 
not quite such simple states and requirements as these doctrines 
taught us to believe, and that local irritations and organic conditions 
demand some cognizance both in pathology and practice. Now 
then, by a kind of re-action, came into play and repute the visceral 
notions: and the only difiiculty was to determine the particular or« 
gan to fix upon as the root of the evil : the largest and one of the 
most important of all the viscera, namely, the liver, naturally pot 
in its claim for priority of consideration, and was soon voted into 
the vacant chair. Hepaticism (bilious doctrines) henceforth ruled 
the roast Peruvian bark, opium, steel and all kinds of tonics and 
specifics, were pushed far away in the back ground ; and whether 
an infant was dying of water in the head, or an adult was enduring 
the agony of gout in the great toe, — no other part of the frame, ex- 
cepting the liver, had any share or lot in the matter.'* 

The doctor's remarks on the Abernethian system, which he terms 
a modification of the hepatic theory, we have given in our biogmphi-* 
cal sketch of the founder. 

Had Dr. Cunrie followed the example of Parson Barelav, by 
connecting an infallible nostrum with his theory, it, no donbt^ 
would have succeeded with the public. As a promoter of the gniwe^ 
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trade we suspeet it is so far dead, that no attempt to resuscitate it by 
a popular elucidation (of which the doctor still talks much and often) 
will succeed. 

About three years since, the doctor published a small tract on 
Apparent Death and the Means of Resuscitation. As soon as we 
saw it announced, we purchased a copy for the purpose of giving 
the substance of it in this work ; but, to our great disappointment, 
we found his novel instructions, &c, to differ only in words to those 
which appear in the 9th edition of the Medical Guide, published ten 
years ago, to which we suspect the doctor is indebted for his 
on^iituT ideas on this subject* In private practice the doctor is 
littfo known, and in his hospital career we have not heard of his 
^ having made any Lucky hit, or of his treatment on hepatic prin- 

ciples haying proved more successful in the cure of diseases than 
the Bardean system, or the Gileadean system, broached by the 
proprietor of Gilead house, near Liverpool. The doctor's biographer 
tells us, that *^ his prescriptions are of a bolder, and a more active 
combination than most of his brethren, and possess less of that 
milk and water timidity which marks rather the hand of the jour- 
neyman than the master, and which looks to the efforts of nature 
I as paramount to every thing else — an opinion calculated only 

for indolence and ignorance." He adds, that ^^ the doctor has 
eminently shown acuteness of perception, and a peculiar and extended 
turn for observation ; that he has given a new system of medicine, 
and changed the practice of late years in the metropolis** ! ! ! This 
specimen of the impartiality of living biograpny confirms the 
justness of the remark of a high-bred physician, that it is highly 
iinproper to publish any thing of a man by wfiy of a biography 
^ during his life-time. 

AN APOTHECARY versus A PHYSiaAN.— It has lately 
been an uniform practice with a certain class of regular physicians 
(as'' they modestly denominate themselves), on being called in to 
the assistance of the attending apothecary, to condemn his practice, 
and by insinuations to prejudice the heads of the family against him. 
If experience be the proper test of professional knowledge, (and 
without it, what is all the theory of tne schools?) who is so com- 
petent to exercise the healing art as the surgeon-apothecary? His 
opportunities of acquiring practical information are assuredly very 
superior to those of the physicians of the English universities. He 
traces the rise and progress of the disease through its various stages^ 
while the physician has in general only the opportunity of observing 
\t when it has considerably advanced, and of course when its first 
symptoms have subsided. He is again consulted in twenty cases 
where the physician sees but one, unless he be one of the very few 
who enjoys extensive confidence. Besides the important advantage 
of a greater share of experience, he has the no less important one of 
being acquainted with the quality and component parts of the articles 
he employs to subdue disease, and with the characters of the local 
diseases that belong to the province of the surgeon, a knowledge of 
which a physician considers derogatory to his dignity ! ! These con- 
siderations have had their operation on the minds of thinking persons^ 
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who during indispoiBitioa have preferred the attendance of an expe- 
rienced surgeon-apothecary to that of an unexperienced physician; 
and it was no doubt a conviction of this fact that induced the legis^ 
]ature to regulate the education of apothecaries, so as to place them, 
in regard to privil^es and general practice, on an equal footing with 
the Fellows of the Royal College themselves, and even a step higher 
than the licentiates, who are only authorised to practise in minor 
cases of diseases, as appears by the reason the fellows have uniformly 
given for not admitting them members of their body. — It is well 
known to the apothecaries of London, that an understanding exists, 
as it were by agreement among many physicians, to discountenance 
the attendance of apothecaries at the houses of patients, to prejudice 
the public against them by mean insinuations; and in order more efTec* 
tually, as one of them emphatically observed, to drive them behind 
their counters, to recorhmend their patients to take their prescripti6ns 
to the shop of a chemist in preference to that of an apothecary. If 
l)hysicians were better acquainted with the nature of diseases and 
the effects of medicine than surgeon-apothecaries, their conduct 
would meet with the approbation of every good man — but instead of 
this being the case, their opposition assuredly arises from the most 
despicable of motives, that of benefiting themselves. Physicians of 
the old schools have long viewed with a jealous eye the progress of 
medical surgery, which to them has of late years advanced to an 
alarming extent,— ^Modern improvements and discoveries in medicine 
of any importance having originated with surgeons and apothecaries, 
has been to them a source of great mortification. 

The general diffusion of medical knowledge has enabled the pub- 
lic to appreciate the labours of the surgeon-apothecaries, and to 
distinguish the man of science from the pretender. I'hey are aware 
that the man, conversant with every department of medicine, and 
who has acquired his knowledge of diseases at the bed-side of 
patients, is more entitled to confidence than the physician who has 
acquired his information by reading, and who does not even profess 
to be acquainted with pharmacy, chemistry, or surgery — assuredly 
the most important branches oi medicine. His fort is in what is 
termed pathology^ and even in this department he can no longer 
boast of a knowledge superior to that of modern surgeon-apothe- 
caries. Hence arises the illiberal conduct of a set of physicians 
towards apothecaries ; and that they have any other object in view 
than to keep up the trade of fees, we deny. The domineering spirit 
of these philosophers^ and their desire to crush the surgeon-apothe- 
caries, (which we are sorry to see extending to the licentiates,) 
cannot be more satisfactorily proved than by the recital of the case 
of Mr. Morris, surgeon-apothecary, and Dr. Mackinnon, which was 
lately tried in the Court of King*s Bench for gross slander. In this 
prosecution, the physician did not even attempt to justify his con- 
duct, and his brethren thought it most prudent to remain silent, 
although the doctor was contending as much for their benefit as his 
own. Mr. Morris is entitled to the thanks of the surgeon-apothe- 
caries of this country for his manly spirit in not allowing (as others 
in more extensive practice have) bis professional character tb be 
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assailed with ifopunity: be bas thus set a laudable eiiample to bii^ 
own respectable body» who sbould jointly defend themselves agairtst 
unjust usurpation ; if this were done, tlieir enemies, who are alike 
enemies to the progress of science, would soon see the necessity or 
policy of treating them with that respect, to which, from the footing 
on which he is placed by the Justice of the legislature, they are enti- 
tled. Phjrsicians should be aware, that proceedings, which are likely 
to excite inquiry into their pretensions to a superior knowledge of 
the healing art, must be, in the present state of legitimate medicine, 
highly impolitic. The following is the case to which we have 
alluded : 

Mr. Binning opened the pleadings. The declaration stated, that 
the plaintiff toing employed in the business of an apothecary and 
accoucheur, and having for many years borne the character of a 
person well skilled and qualified for such businesses, and having 
carried on such businesses with great profit and advantage, the defbn- 




, plaintiff 

on the child of a Mrs. Bolter, to the efiect following, namelv :— * 
<< that the child was murderad by giving it calomel, &c.'* by 
reason of which slander the plaintiff was greatly injured in his 
mofession; Us former patients liaving oiAsed to employ him. 
The defendantpleaded the general issue— not guilty. The damages 
were laid at 5000/. 

Mr. Scarlett stated the plaintiff's case, and pointed out to the 
jdvy the nature of the serious injury of which his client had to 
complain. Preservation ofchiiraeier wmi of the highest importance 
to every profkssional man^ out more particularly to a m euical man^ 
whose existence depended solely ^Pf^ '^^ goo^f opinion entertained 
of him by society. The plaintiff had to complain of the mosi 
serious injury that could beblla man in his station of life; namely, 
the total destruction of his professional character, bv the slander 
uttered by the defendant. Mr. Morris, the plaintiff had for many 
years carried on the business of an apothecary and man-midwife^ 
with s;reat reputation to himself, and advantage to the public. He 
had bad a numerous connection, and was considered a man of 
great respectability. The defendant is also a gentleman of the same 
profession, though in a different branch ; and is a man likewise of 
character and respectability^^ he is a doctor of medicine. It 
happened that the plaintiff had been called in to attend the family 
of a tradesman named Defoe, some of whose children were in a 
state of ill health. One of them had died ; and another, being in a 
dying state, Dr. Mackinnoft was desired by the parent to give 
his advice, which he did; but on that occasion he used langua^, 
with respect to the plaintiff, which reflected in an unbecoming 
manner upon his professional skill, and was ealoulated to do him' 
irreparable injury. The case, however, of the plaintiff rested 
more particularly upon the slander uttered by the defendant c6n- 
cerning him, to Mrs. Bolter, the person named in the declaration. 
About the same time^ that the plaintiff attended the femily of 
Mr. Defoe, he was called in tq minister to the sick child of Mrs. 

VOL. IV. F F 
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Better. The child hkd befen affliceed Willi the mewsle^ ttnd beootninr 
dangerousiy ill, the plaintiff was sent for ; and be gave it such 
memcines as in Kib judgment seemed best adapted to iremove the 
disorder. The childi faovrever, cot worse, and the mothelr having 
procured a ticket from the Western Dispensary, to which the 
defendant was physician, the latter attendea the. infant; and Upon- 
enquiring who had previensly prescribed for the child, and. what 
medicines it had received, he was informed that the plaintiff had 
attended, and had prescribed powders, soraeof which were sbowii 
to the defendant; upon which be uttered highly offensive langAAge 
concerning the plaintiff, and said that the medicine givefn was 
poison. On a subsequent occasion, when the child di^^ he said 
to the mother, ^^ the mercury has destroyed the roof of vour ehild*B 
mouth, the palate is destroved, your babj is murderled with mercury.** 
Such was the nature of the slander, of which the plaintiff had 
to complain-^slander which was destructive not only to his reputa« 
tion, but blighted all his fiiture hopes of existence. If the case 
was made out ip evidence, no damans that the jury could give^ 
would more than compensate the plamtiff for so serious an injury* 
Aflef commenting at considerable length upon the serious cpm- 

!)lexion of ,th^. caae, the learned counsel proceeded to call the 
allowing witi^pss^s x^-^ 

. James De^oe, a carpenter^ residii^ in Hungerfotd-marhet, stated, 
tlmt in June, 1817, Mr. Morris, who is an apothecah7, at the <^rnt?r 
of Gastle-court, Chandos-street, Co vent-garden, attended a sick 
child, of bis. The ahild.died; atiid another 6f his childrM being 
affected with the 8am^ diselise immediately after, he sent for Dr* 
Mackinnon of the Adelphi, for his advice. As soon as the latter 
had seen the child, he said he wished witness had sent for him 
sooner, but assigned noreason then for the observation* Afterwards^ 
^hen the second child died, he said, that if he had been sent for ia 
the first instaBce be would have saved both the children, or he 
would have forfeited his eadstence. The defendant had attended 
the second child two days before it died, and in thai interval 
had seen it six or seven times. Witness had known Mr. Morris 
siicteen or seventeen years, and had employed him before. He had 

Ireviously lost two other children under the care of the latter. He 
^ ad lost a fifth child under the care of Dr. Mackinnob himself but 
it was not afflicted with the same disease as the others. Witness 
had ceased to employ the plaintiff in his fiMnilj, not solely in 
consequence of what the derendant had said, but as well in con- 
oea ueoee of his having lost four children undeir the care of the former. 
William Sidney Jones, shopman to the plaintiff, remembered 
making up some medicines for Mrs. Bolter's child, which the plaintiff 
had attended. After the child died, * he remembered a conversation 
between the plaintiff and the defendant, the subject of which was a 
coroner's inquest, which was about to be held on the bodv of the 
f hild.. In that conversation the deTendant offered to write a letter to 
the coroner, asisuring him that there' was not the slightest ground of 
iipputation upon Mr. Morris's medical skill, and tiiat the medicines 
given to the child were proper for its disease. Such a letter was 
afterwards sent by th« beadle of the parish to the coroner. 
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Eimbeth Bolter staled, that her hasband was a bargeman, re- 
siding at HuDgerfbrd-Btotrs. In July last, Mr. Morris attended her 
in her Ijing^in, and she was perfectly satisfied with his conduct. 
In the month of December following, she had a child taken ill of the 
measles. No medical person then attended, but shortly afterwards 
the child haviiig a sore throat and mouth, she seat for Mr. Morris, 
.who attended it firom the 6th to the 12th of December. She had some 

Jowders of him; the child ffot worse and worse, and she requested 
im to attend every day* He told her^ however, that there was no 
danger ; but not being satisfied with him, she made interest to get a 
letter to the Dispensary, and, in consequence of that, Dr. Mackinnon 
came. He came up stairs swearing at the darkness of the staircase. 
Whea he got to the bed* side, he shewed the child his watch, in 
order to ascertain whether it could see. He then took some barleys 
water in a spoon, and gave it to the child. He then asked who at- 
tended the child, and witness told him it was Doctor Morris. . The 
defendant asked whether \\ was Dr. Morris of Paiiiament Street. 
She replied, '^ No, it was Dr. Morris of Chandos Street.*' Upon 
which ne said, *^ Doctor be hanged, he is only an apothecary. "^^ 
Witness then shewed him some of the powders the child had l^een 
taking, and the defendant said it was all prison, and that her child 
was entirely destroyed with - calomel. Witness asked him what 
calomel was, and he said it was mercury, and that mercury had 
destroyed her child ; that it had destroved the bones of the head, the 
palate, and the root of the tongue ; and that he could have saved the 
child if he had been sent for sooner. He added, ^' Oo where I will, 
he (meaning the plaintiflF) serves the children all alike. He has 
murdered your child." The child died next day about one o'clock, 
and when the defendant called, he looked at it, ami taking hold of one 
of its hands, said, ^^ It is a fine noble child, ihe^cursedteWovf has 
'WHfuUy murdered him with mercury.^ He told her that if Mr. 
Morris sent in bis bill,^8he was not to pay it, for he had been speaking 
to some of the faculty, and was readv to come forward and make oath 
before a court and jur^, that her child had been murdered, tie said 
lie would see her righted, and desired that he should have the 
platntifi^'s bill when it was aelivered, and be sure not to pay it ; and 
«dded, that he would attend her or her husband at any hour of the 
day or night, or any of her ifamily, if he was «ent for. Her nurse 
was present at one of these conversations, *lier husband at another, 
and a fellow-lodger at a third. Witnesa not being satisfied, desired 
a coroner's inquest to be held on the body of her child, and demanded 
justice. She had told several people that Dr. Mackinnon had said her 
child was murdered. The day the coroner's incjuest was to be held, 
the defendant sent for her down stairs. He said he would not come 
in, because there should be no one present but themselves. He said 
'^ What are you going to do at the Globe? (thet public house where 
the ooroaer was to sit.) What is all this work about i " Witness 
said it was about what he had told her, namely, that her child had 
been murdered. He asked what was the meaning of it? ^^ What 
jpood will you do ? This is what I get by attending poor people's 
childreji." Witness had never employed the plaintiff since. 
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Hannah Law, a fellow-lodger of the last witness; Mary-Ann 
Robinson, her nurse ; and Richard Bolter, her husband, who had 
been present at different parts of these conversations, corroborated 
her statement in every particular. 

Mr. Honoratus G. Tnomas, a surgeon, formerly in. partnership 
with Mr. Cruickshanks, was called to prove that he had examined 
the child after its decease, and that its death was produced bjr a 
different cause from that assifi;ned by the defendant, but 

The learned Jud^e said there was no occasion to receive suck 
evidence'. The plaintiff alleged that the words were ialsely spoken, 
and the defendant by his plea did not say that they were true. 

The case of the plaintiff being closed, 

Mr. Gurney (with whom was Mr. Denman) addressed the juiy 
on behalf of the defendant. He admitted, with his learned friend. 
Mr. Scarlett, that nothing was of more importance to a professional 
man than character. On the part of his client he was instructed 
to suggest nothing that could in the slightest degree detract from 
the plaintiff's character. Both the plaintiff and defendant were 
respectable men. in their stations in life. The jury could not 
fail to observe, it was not pretended that on any occasion the 
defendant and plaintiff had had any quarrel or misunderstandingw 
Nothing of that kind was sug^ted. It was impossible, therefore^, 
to imnute any malicious motive to the defendant. Neither was it 
possible to ascribe any mercenary motives to his conduct, because 
both gentlemen were engaged in totally distinct branches of their 
.profession ; and it was not to be supposed that they had any jealousy 
of each other, considering the rank in life of the patients whose 
employment the plaintiff was supposed to have lost. The defendant 
instructed him (Mr. G.) to declare that his words had been mis- 
understood and misrepresented ; and the strongest proof of the 
truth of this statement was, the promptitude with which he sUted to 
^e Coroner's Jury, that there was really no blame imputable to 
Mr. Morris.- There was no proof that the plaintiff had sustained any 
damage in conseduence of the slander; for there was no other 
person who ceased to employ him, except Mr. Defoe; and, according 
to his own account, he had not ceased to employ him solely in 
consequence of what the defendant had said. Considering therefore 
all the circumstances of the case, the smallest damaffes would be 
more than a full compensation for any injury the plaintiff might 
have sustained. 

The jury, under the learned judge's direction, who cautioned them 
against any feeling incompatible with discretion and moderation, 
found their verdict for the plaintiff. Damages — Five Hundred 
Pounds. 

FUMIGATION.— SiBS,— By inserting the following observa- 
tions on the purification and ventilation of confined apartments and 
bed-cbambers, in your Journal, it may be of public utility at this 
afflicting moment, when typhus is so general in this city. 

In one of the Lectures delivered by M. Voclan, Professor of Che- 
mistry to VEcole de Medecin at Paris, during last winter's course, 
when treating of the above subject, be strongly recommended a so* 
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lation of lime-water to be placed in the confined chambers of hospi-* 
tals, prisonHi and in .those of private dwellings, where imperfect 
▼entilation arises, either for want of a chimnej, or windows : two 
or three pieces of fresh burned lime are to be put into an earthen or 
wooden vessel, a little water is to be thrown on the. lime until 
slacked ; when this is effected, the vessel is to be filled with water, 
and the lime stirred, the greater the circumference of the vessel at 
top the better; the solution is then to be placed in the chamber ; the 
Bcum that appears on the surface afler a few hours, may be removed, 
and the solation agitated ; by this means it may answer for several 
days. 

The necessity of inhaling pure air to promote health is univer- 
sally admitted, and clearly demonstratea by the comparative ap- 
pearance of the peasantry with the population oflarge cities ; the air 
expelled from the lungs at each expiration, bears the characteristic 
qualities of carbonic acid gas, is incapable of maintaining life or 
supporting combustion, and contains the subtle poison of the dis«* 
ease with which people are infected, and is often the conductor of 
contamination. Carbonic add gas is .from fourteen to sixteen times 
heavier than atmospheric air ; in consequence of its superior specific 
levity it occupies the lower part of rooms or chambers, and from 
its- elasticity and cohesion, it adheres with a degree of force to the 
feet 'of the bed bead and the walls. Lime-water has a strong 
affinity for this gas, and absorbs a considerable quantity of it, which 
unites with the lime and forms the carbonate of lime ; — common 
water will absorb its own bulk of this gas at a low temperature, and 
might be employed where lime is not to be had. 

The writer of the above has found the most speedy and effectual 
mode of purifying a room is by lighting a fire, where the presence 
of a chimney affords the opportunity ; to this means he had frequent 
occasion to recur on the Continent, where necessity obliged him to 
take quarters in a chamber, with an impure atmosphere and disagree- 
able smell, arising either from the dampness of the bedchamber, and 
the want of its being slept in, or the too firequency of sleeping in it, 
and the want of ventilation. 

In Portugal very few chambers have chimneys; the inhabitants, to 
purify their sleeping rooms, place on a flag or tile in the room, or 
put into an earthen vessel, a quantity of hot wood ashes, which tJkey 
take from their fire-place, supplying more hpt ashes as the former 
grows cold, leaving tne door and the windows open : in this coun? 
try, turf half burned might be used for the same purpose in rooms 
wnere the chimney is stopped. 

Effective ventilation depends on the admission or the passage of 
a current of atmospheric air tha>ugh a chamber, entering at one 
extremity through one or more apertures, and passing out in an 
opposite direction. 

in suipmer, when the weather is warm, and the air tranquil, and 
no wind, ventilation in this way is imperfect; the air entering the 
windows or room door onl^ by pressure, dilutes the poisoned air, 
but does not remove it» This is tne period that ventilation, by means 
of the chimney, will be found most effectual \ it is evident how- it is 
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effected, in tke column of air in tke chimney and the body of air in 
the room being of equal density ; the pressure upwards and down- 
irards are the same, consequently there is no current in the chim* 
ney; but when combustion takes places in the grate, caloric is libe« 
rated and unites with the air in the chimney, by which union^ it 
becomes specifically lighieri and ascends with velocity to a higher 
region ; the cold air of the room rushes in to supply its place and 
prevent a vacuum, which becomes heated in turn, and passes off, 
and so on until the body of air the room contained at the time 
the fuel was ignited is totaUy consumed, which takes place in the 
space of fifteen minutes, from the heat diffused through the room,, 
the attraction of cohesion of the gas becomes weakened or destroyed 
by its uniting with' caloric, fi>r which it has a great affinity, as I 
before stated ; it thep readily mixes with the current, aud raa^ be 
seen moving towards the chimney in common with the air of the 
room (for wind is air put in motion) ; on this principle it may be 
clearly seen with what ease a chamber may be kept free from the 
accumulation of this air which is so pernicious to health.* 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Waierford, July id. 1819. THOMAS POWER. 

DEAFNESS.— Chemicus, with all due submission to the su- 
perior abilities of the profound and acute aurist, Mr. Wright, begs 
to sdbmit his '* plain uavamished tale/* and, the still more plain ami 
well authenticated feet, stated by Chemicus, in the 38th Number 
of the Gazette of Health, without any invidious intention, of de- 
tracting from the skill, judgment, and ability of Mr. Wright, whose 
known and justly acknowledged merit, no doubt, has raised him to 
the distinguished and honourable situation in the medical world, 
which he enjoys. Far be it from Chemicus, he again repeats, to 
vilify or insinuate, unmerited detraction from the merit of a man, 
who is entitlea to so much honour from his grateful countrymen; 
though Chemicus declares, that he did not know, when he wrote 
the letter in Number 38, that so valuable a man as Mr^ Wright, the 
aurist, existed, either in this world or any other. Having premised 
thus much, Chemicus will commence with the following pai;tial 
answer to Mr. Wright, reserving the remainder for another op« 
portunity. 

Sir,— In your letter at present under consideration, you first 
state (it being advisable for me to commence where you begin) that 
a gentleman of Lincoln's Inn advised a solution of bay saltViS a cure 
for deofiness; in your reply you had never found it useful, but in- 
jurious to a certain description ofcases* You then call upon me, to 
point out in whRt species of deaihess it had been found useful; to 
which I answer, witnout making «se of any technical phraseology, 
that it had been found beneficial in that species of deafness, in which 
the person cannot hear^ or in other words, hard of hearings without 
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my acquajtitfiiH!^, H prdof •£ wbich will be given in the following 
relation. 

About four years since, I paid a visit to a lady in Holborn, (her 
apre nearly seventy) who for upwards of twelve years, had been 
afflicted with a species of deafness to such a degree, that she could 
ndt hear, without speaking almost loud enough, to be heard in 
Covent Gardent at the present visit I addr^sed her with the 
accustomed stentorian voices when, to my great surprise, she said« 
** Sir, you need not trouble yourself, to speak so loud^ for I can hear 
as well as you now.'* On my enquiring by what means she had 
recovered her faculty of heariog, she said, that last summer she bad 
visited some flriends, by the sea side, with whom she resided during 
two or three months. One day a young lady paid the family a 
visit, and discovering that she was so deaf that ^he could not hear^ 
advised her to take, as much salt as would lay on a sixpence^ and 
dissolve it in a table-spoonful of water; and wh^n in bed, to 
direct some person to pour into one of her ears a tea^^poonful 
of this solution; then cover the ear with a piece of the commonest 
brown paper; and Instly, to put on a flannel night«cap so as to 
cover the eat, and endeavour to compose herself to rest, willi the 
opposite ear on tlie pillow: this application was to be made to each 
ear alternately for a fortnight, which she persevered in; and at the 
expiration of a fortnight, she heard as well as ever she did in her 
life : she further said, *' This time last year, I could not hear that 
clock strike," (pointing to a table clock within six feet of her,) ** and 
now I can hear it tick very plainly." 

Here is a plain fact that obtrudes itself not only on our ears and 
eyes, but carries also conviction to Our mind, — that a woman, who 
now resides in High Holborn, had been afflicted with that species of 
deafness that she could not hear, and behold, by the application of 
salt and water, brown paper and a mght^ap, the faculty of hearing 
was restored to her. 

I could rdate other instances, in which salt and water have "been 
found beneficial, but trust this will suffice ; at the same time, t most 
cordially agree with you, that, sal non omnia sapit : for it is not to 
your takte in the present instance, yet we must not foiget, that 
^SQfiens est omnibus aptus. 

Your time shall be no longer taken up with this subject; but pass 
we on to that in wbich I am called upon to explain myself, as to 
the improper or unnecessary introduction of nandes for remedies, by 
which you suppose rae desirous of fixixig an aspersion on some per- 
son^ therefore conclude it must be yourself— And why ? — *tis*true 
you may say — ^and why not ? Have.I not as great a rignl to assume 
to knyself the most bomhasUc eulogies^ and rhwhmontades, long, dif.* 
iiciilt, and compound words, when probabiy^ I compound nothiqg 
'else? Am I not Aurist 46 ber late Majesty ? Dare anyone dispute 
my title ? Why should I not embrace the pwsent opportunity 
'Totnfm^iUkMt lat «» ^trnufm vu ti%i To ail this I answer, very true, vous 
coez roison ; but you must iake the onus on your own shoaklers. 

Befiore entertog fitf ther oo the subject of improper ami uncommon 
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names fidr drugs; will you have the goodness to point out the pro- 
priety» and explain the mesxAugol Sal volatile? I remember, when 
a boy at school, learning Propria qU4t MariffuSt and, in an exception 
to the second special rule, Mascula dicuntur monosyllaba nomina 
quadam sal: but where can I find the rul^ to make the epithet 
volatile agree with it? I know this simple rule, Jdjectiva cum stib^ 
stantivo genere concordat; as to compound rules, I leave to your 
explication. Pray is not this Juvenal's rara avisf 

In my next I may possibly find out some few both uncommon and 
improper names for drugs, which may confound all the faculties of 
the profession to explain* , 

Exmouth Street. CHEMICUS. 

WHITE GRAVEL,— The following valuable obseryations on 
the medical treatment of White Gravel, are from the pen of the 
scientific Brando^ of the Royal Society: 

f^ The mineral acids, namely the nitric, the sulphuric, and the. 
' muriatic, have each been employed ; and there are perhaps parti- 
cular cases, in which one is more proper than the others ; ^ out they 
are all of them improper in cases where there is much irritation of 
the urinary passages ; and as they are apt to produce tfais,^ though 
effectual in checkmg the formation of white sand, they require to be 
cautiously exhibited, and their effects prudently watched over. 

^^ The nitric acid may be exhibited in doses of firom five to twenty 
drops night and morning, or thrice a dav. It mav be taken in plain 
or barley water. From ten to thirty dfrops of tiie dilute sulpnuric 
acid, and ih>m five to twenty of the muriatic acid, may be taken in 
Uie same way; that is« diluted till they become palatably acid. . 

*^ Of these acids the nitric is perhaps most apt to disagree, and to 
occasion those symptoms of indigestion which are announced by 
flatulency and eructations ; and in a few particular cases, its long 
continued use has rendered the stomach reluctant as to food, though 
many instances might be cited of its tonic effectSj as a promoter of 
digestion, and increaser of appetite. 

^^ The sulphuric acid may most properly be' termed a tonic; it 
generally admits of being longer persevered in than either of the 
pthers ; it seldom gripes or nauseates, and almost always promotes 
the functions of the stomach where they are sluggish or lirregular. 

^* The muriatic acid agrees, in most cases, with the stomach, but 
not so with the bowels, which always become more relaxed during^ 
its use, than where the other acids are employed. This circumstance^ 
however, often recommends it; for constipation very firequently 
attends the state of body which fiivours the formation of white sand, 
and* hence aperient medicines are alone adequate, in some cases, to 
suspend or prevent the disorder. 

' *< Where the mineral acids agree, they are usually very effective, 
and in a few days they diminish, or entirely prevent the formation of 
the sabulous deposit ; but where they disagree, they rather increase 
its quantitv, or they tend to the production of a mucous secretion, 
probably from the coats of the bladder, which envelopes, and is 
voided with the sand ; and which^ in particular cases, may certainly 
tend to ipfwase the risk of its iig^lutuiitioni iui4 of the formation 
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of a concretion in die bladder. The mineral acids too, almost 
always disagree with children, who are equally liable with adults to 
an increased secretion of the phosphates, and in whom prompt and 
effectual treatment is equally requisite to prevent the formation' of 
stone in the bladder. 

*^ Here then recourse must be had to another mode of treatment, 
" namely, to the vegetable acids. * 

" The tartaric acidy either in its pure (brm, or as it exists in cream 
of tartar^ may be used in pretty liberal doses; of the former, from 
five to twenty grains, and of the latter, from twenty to forty, or sixty 
grains may hie used, either dissolved in barley water, or administered 
m any convenient vehi.cle. The cream of tartar is more apt to relax 
the bowels than the tartaric acid, a circumstance which, as has been 
hinted above, often tends to its beneficial efficacy.'* 

*' The citric acid, however, seems on the whole preferable to 
the tartaric: it mav be given in the same way, in doses of from 
five grains to half a drachm; it rarely proves inconvenient!/ 
purgative, and is very - effectual in modifying the secretion of 
urine. 

^' Cases are by no means uncommon in which a white sabulous 
deposit in the urine, often going to a great and alarming, extent, 
appears, symptomatic of, or in sotne way connected with, irre- 
gularity of the biliary secretion; pain in the region of the liver, 
sallow complexion, whitish brown and dry tongue, are its usual 
concomitants in these cases; and there is a very troublesome 
irre^ularitv of bowels', generally tending to costiveness of an 
obstinate kind; sometimes succeeded by or alternating with re- 
laxation. ^1 have known persons returning from warm climates, in 
this predicament, and upon being questioned as to their complaint, 

S ravel and sand are usually uppermost in the mind. They often 
ave recourse to the solvents of empj/rics, which, with very few 
exceptions, are strong alkaline solutions ; or they consult medical 
men, who, hearing of the sand, and inadvertent as to its kind, 
prescribe soda water, solution of potash, magnesia, and the like 
ordinary' preventives. This alkaline treatment invariably 'does 
harm; the patient's digestion, already feeble, becomes more im- 
paired ; the sand previously perhaps small in quantity, is rendered 
abundant ; the bowels pass firom occasional to constant irregularity, 
and every symptom becomes slowly, but mischievously, and in 
inany cases irretrievably, augmented. Cases of this kind I describe 
with the more confidence, having seen several. I allude to them 
now as particularly improper in most cases for the mineral adds 
in large doses, whereas by the vegetable acids they are always 
greatly benefited. But in these, and a number of similar cases, 
the best and simplest plan of treatment is not to emplov medicine^ 
so much as diet ; to adopt a general acid system ; to abstain from 
soda water, and all alkalis; to refrain from malt liquor; to take 
weak letnonade, arid an occasional glass of cider as ordinanr drink 
at meals : if accustomed to wine, to orefer champagne and claret to 
Madeira or port, but to take little ol either; if the bowels remain 
constipated, to take a drachm or two drEichms of Epsom salt 
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in a iialf-pint tumbler of lukewarm water in; tbe Inorning fiistidg ; 
or, what ig more pleasant, to Btir a tea-spoonful of magnesia into 
an occasional glass of sour lemonade ; to eat salads and acid fruits, 
and more especiallj oranges, which in this state of things are 
an heroic remedy. 

^^ I have said that there are few cases in which the Tegetable 
acids, properly administered, produce any aggravation of the 
symptoms, or where they can be said to disagree ; yet such cases do 
occur, and a very copious deposition of white sand shall be attended 
with a peculiar irritability of bladder (independent of calculus, for 
those cases I propose afterwards to consider), which is aggravated 
by any of the above-mentioned 'acids, and yet in which they are 
mqst decidedly indicated. In a paper which I presented to the 
Royal Society in 1818, (Philos. Trans. 1813, p. SI 9,) and in which 
,1 have detailed some cases illustrative of the operation of acids in 
preventing the white deposit, I hare spoken of the beneficial effects 
o( carbonic acid^ where, from peculiar circumstances, the other acids 
disagree; and since that perioa several cases have occurred, attended 
by equally beneficial results. The mode of exhibiting this acid is 
either simply dissolved in water, in which case it may easily be 
prepared by^ the patient in a NootVs apparatu$^ or procured from 
the dealers in artificial mineral waters; or it may be administered in 
the form of a saline draught in tbe state of effervescence, as by 
dissolving thirty grains of carbonate of potassa, and twenty grains 
of citric acid, in separate tea-cups of water, mixing the solutions in 
a large tumbler, and drinking the whole during the effervescence* 
This dose may be repeated two or three times a day, or oftener ir 
expedient* 

^^ It may now be asked in what manner the acids which have been 
mentioned act. Do they pass off by the kidneys, and produce a 
direct effect upon the urine b^ rendering it more acid^ .and capable 
of retaininfl; the phosphates in solution ? Or do they act indirectly 
upon the digestive and assimilating organs, so as to modiiy the 
.act-ion of the kidneys, and, consequently, to effect their secretion? 
In my communications to the Royal Society, I hi^ve briefly discussed 
this (question, which, though undoubtedly curious,- does not appear 
practically important, and I haye now little to add upon the subject^ 
The experiments which I made on the passing off of carbonic acid 
by the kidneys, I have since repeated with similar results. The 
recently yoided urine was introduced into a phial, furnished with a 
bent tube, passing into lime water, and .the whole apparatus put 
under the receiver of the air-pump. I invariably faund carbonic 
acid evolved during the exhaustion, and observed its quantity to 
be greater after drinking liquors containing it in an uncombined state. 
1 am quite aware of the uncertainty of experiments of this kind, and 
of the ever-varying composition of the urine, but I cannot give up the 
opinion that the existence of a large quantity of carbonic acid in the 
stomach is connected with its secretion in the kidneys. 

^' I have stated aboye that the uncombined caroonic acid of the 
urine often acts an important part in retaining the earthy phosphates, 
but more especially the ^ammoniaco-magnesian phosplwte, in so* 
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lotion ; and its escape is, in these cases^ attended br the deposition 
of the triple salt, in the form of a film upon the sormce of the urine^ 
the cause of which was first pointed out to roe bjr Dr. Wollaston. 

'^ I have already adverted to the importance of attending^ to the diet 
in cases of white sand, and to the necessity of keepings the bo>re]s 
open by the occasional use of mild apeHents, where the acid regimen 
alone is insufficient. It fi'equently happens, I believe, that much of 
the benefit of the mineral acids may oe referred to their mere tonic 
efiect, to mendimr the digestion, and thus improving the general 
state of health. The febrile aflTections of children are very frequently 
attended by an apparently alarming deposit of white sand in the 
urine, and a dose of calomel will often carry off both the fever and 
the sand. It is thus too that air and exercise, bark, bitters, and 
mineral tonics, are often sucoessAiIIy rensorted to in urinary com* 
plaints of the kind we have been considering.** 

WEAKNESS OF SIGHT.— A third edition of a Practical Trea- 
tise on a iaorbid degree of Sensibility of the Eye, commonly termed 
Weakness of Sight, bv Mr. Stevenson, the leading Oculist in this 
metropolis, has lately been published b^ Messrs. Burgess and Hill, 
medical booksellers, of Great Windmill Street. The yery^ bene- 
ficial results of the Author's new plan of treating thijs distress- 
ing affection of the eye, led him for some time to suppose that the 
topical abstraction of blood by means of leeches or cupping, aided 
by the auxiliary methods pointed out in his two first editions, would- 
be found adeauate to the cure of every degree and modification oP 
it ; but in a few obstinate cases, which have lately occurred in hfs 

Eractice, he has found it necessary to abstract a greater quantity of 
lood than he had previously imagined would in any instance be re* 
quired. He suspects that these cases ought not in strict propriety 
to be considered instances of prtmar&r disease* It is more probable, 
says he^ that the increased sensibility of the eye constitutes only 
one link in the chain of diseased affections, the brain itself partici* 
pating in the more or less distension of the blood-vessels, or inflam« 
matory actionof the retina. He was led to adopt this opinion on 
account of the very disproportionably larj^e evacuations of blood he 
found indispensable to subdue the exquisite susceptibility of the 
eves to light, as compared with the small quantity which had usu- 
ally succeeded in common cases, and in part firom the symptoms 
attendant on the more violent form of the disease giving way under 
the same treatment. In the anniversary oration the author deli- 
vered before the Medical Society of London, two years ago, he 
ably contended that many of the complaints, denominated nervousj 
(characterised principally by a great susceptibility to external im- 
pressions, occasional head«ache, attended with lowness of spirits, 
restlessness, anxiety, &c. the origin of which is generally referred 
to a disordered condition of the stomach,) are the oonsequenoes of an 
inflammaiory or a congestive state of the brain ; that the most effec- 
tual mode of relief consists in unloading the vessels of the head by 
topical bleeding, the exhibition of aperient medicines, and the 
usual means of counter-irritation, as blisters to the nape of the neck, 
and sinapisms to the feet. The prevailing doctrine wnich attributes 
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idmofit every ailment incident to the Imman firanie to a disordered 
state of the liver, Mr. Stevenson observes, has served to divert the 
attention of professional men from the brain as the primary seat of 
disease, and that assemblage of symptoms which has been too exclu- 
sively imputed to a disordered condition of the liver, is not unfre- 
quently tne result of a svmpathjr of the biliary and gastric organs 
with an excited state of the brain. With regard to the mode in 
which blood may be abstracted with the greatest success, he says he 
has found it most beneficial when drawn from the external Jugular 
vein* In the instances that may require several bleedings, it 
very eommonly happens that little or no apparent benefit is derived 
till after a certain tnough indeterminate quantity of blood has beea 
abstracted, which can & ascertained only by carefuUv watching the 
elect of each evacuation, until an impression be evidently nmde on 
the disease. Supposmg nothing should arise to forbid a persever* 
anoe, the practitioner must persist cautiously, bat unhesitatingly^ in 
the system of depletion ; when at length, after a given portion 
has beeta obtained,* a few additional ounces will be found adequate 
to produce a considerable al^alement, and sometimes even in co« 
operation with the auxiliary measures, the complete removal of all 
the distressing symptoms of the disease. In confirmation of this 
atatement, Mr. STtevenson adds, ^^ that patients afflicted with exces- 
sive sensibility of the eye, have represented to him their despair 
of obtaining relief in consequence of having already followed the 
treatment ne recommends in his treatise, without success/' In 
these well-marked instances the afiection has been speedily cured 
by a perseverance in the same course of treatment which had fiiiled 
in other hands, from its having been either prematurely abandoned 
or carried on with too much timidity. Mr. Stevenson notices in 
terms of approbation, an expedient which an eminent physician in 
the country assured him has been employed with no small tempo* 
rary advantage by a clergyman, who for some years prior to its 
adoption, had been in a great measure incapacitated, on account of 
extrenie irritability of si^nt, from pursuing his necessary studies and 
avocations by candle-light. This gentleman j^rocured from a glass- 
manufactory, a flat-sided thin bottle of a considerable size, with a 
stand of a convenient height, which he filled with the same kind of 
green or blue liauid, which chemists ejdiibit in their shop windows. 
The bottle thus nlled being placed betwixt the object he nad to look 
at, and the light of the candle, the rays transmitted through the me- 
dium were so pleasantly modified, that be was able either to read 
or write with comparative comfort. When the exquisite sensibility 
of the eye is subdued by depletion, &c. the author recommends the 
use of an astringent lotion to prevent a relapse : the one he has 
found to answer the purpose oest is a solution of the sulphate 
of zinc in rose water and camphorated mixture, in the following 
proportions :— 

Take of Sulphate of Zinc, five grains; 

Hose Water, (fresh) six ounces; 
Camphorated Mixture, one ounce ^ 

Mix, and filter through paper. 



PBOPST.] The Gazette cf Health. S29 

The practical obMfrattons which are interspersed throu|;h this 
work, are highly creditable to the author as a judicious practitioner, 
and a nan ot science; and. his motive in publishing it is equallr 
creditable to him as a practical christian. Being free from empi- 
ricism and technicalities, we can recommend it to the perusal of 
of our non-medical subscribers, who are subject to the disease on 
which it treats* 

DROPSY. — From the pen of Doctor Gregoiy, senior phj^ician 
to St. George's and St. James's Dispensary, licentiate of the 
CSolleffe of Physicians, &c. we have received a pamphlet entitled, 
<^ a Lecture on Dropsy. ^ The doctor has discovered that ^ 

freai proportion of tne books, which liave been written on this 
isease ennce the days of Hippocrates, are full of incorrect and 
imperfect observations, and of inaccurate reasoning; and, therefore^ 
instead of urging his pupils to peruse them, he warns them to 
avoid them. The si/mptoms of tne disease he admits, were accu- 
rately detailed by the antients. He^ exhorts them to pay respect 
to authors of merit, as due to justice and to common politeness. 
^< This, says he," is only doing to tliem as we wish that our successors 
should do unto us; but to attach authority to opinions merely 
because they aire oUL^ and not because the^ are correct and practicaUjf 
usefuly and to inculcate doctrines which would lead voung prac- 
titioners astray, would be acting a very culpable part. In former 
lectures the doctor flatters himself, that he gave his pupils ample 
proofs of his veneration for autient opinions. ^^ This, '^ savs he, ^^ I 
did, because I knew the time would come when I should ^el it nty 
duty to abandon them all; and at that point of time we are now 
arrived. On the present pccasion, therefore, I advise vou to lock . 
up Ahis vour old books, from Hippocrates to Cullen, and learn the ' 
nature or the formidable disease of which I am now to treat from 
more recent sources.- ' Of Dr. Blackall's late Treatise on Dropsy, 
he speaks in high terms of approbation ; but in it he has discovered 
fttuUs, which he attributes to the ^^ unnecessary importance he 
attaches to a particular symptom, viz. the coagulability of the 
urine in certain cases on exposure to heat." In detailing *^ what he 
believes to be true about dropsy ," he observes, ^* dropsies are 
of two kinds, local and general. Of local dropsies there are three 
principal forms; viz. chronic hvdrocephalus, (watery head) hy- 
drocele, and ovarial dropsy. One of these ihlls under the care 
of the surgeon (hydrocele, we suppose), but the pathology of 
each of the remaining two has something in it peculiar and al-^ 
T06BTI1ER different from that of general dropsy ; I shall therefore 
exclude themTrom my present consideration"! ! Now, as a teacher, 
surely it behoved the learned doctor to give some reason for 
not entering into the causes and treatment of those local affections. 
Of general dropsy he notices three forms ; viz. ascites^ (of the 
belly) ; anasarca^ (of the cellular substance iromediatelv under the 
skin); hydrotkorax (of the chest); "but to these," he observes, "it 
is necessary to add a fourth, viz. kydroDcricardium, (dropsy of the 
pericardium) a form of dropsy generally confounded with liydro- 
thorax, but which in theory ought to be separated from it, however 
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difficult it may be to distiDguUh.** Few praciUioners' will agtee 
with the learned doctori ia considering ttiis fourth form one of 
genera/ dropsy, for it is as much a lofiol disease «8 hydrocele or 
ovarial dropsy; indeed, his other general forms may also be 
considered heal diseases, for by the term general dropsy, is under- 
stood a general effusion of water over the body, i. e. in the chest, 
belly, and cellular substance beneath the skin, cases of which are 
by no means uncommon. The symptoms of water in the chest, 
the learned doctor has found more ooscure than any other form of 
the disease. He notices an instance, in which every symptom 
mentioned bv authors, was mimicked by the concurrence oi ascites 
Ivith tuberculated lunffs* Another case occurred to him very lately, 
the following particulars of which he related, to shew that practi- 
tioners sometimes magnify the difficulties of indications of symptoms. 
A woman, 84 years of age, had been for several years under 
my care ; she had every symptom of confirmed hydrpthorax, and I 
never /or a moment doubted of the nature of her disease. I had 
given her fox-glovf;, squills, and other diuretics, and she had 
always experienced the greatest benefit from them; for several 
months she had been kept alive by their .use. She died rather 
unexpectedly as frequently happens in hydrothorax; and I ex- 
amined the body the next day. There was no hydrothoraXy for 
there was no cAvirr of the chest, the lungs adhering every where 
very Jirmly to the pleura, lining the ribs, and leaving no space 
for the accumulation of water; yet," says the experienced doctor, 
** I have* no' doubt in my own mind, tnat we should hfive found 
water there, if there had been a cavity. In point of fact, therefore, 
she had the disease upon her, of which one of the effects is an 
effusion of water in the chest*'! 1 1 Admirable logician i if there had 
been a cavity in the chest, he would have found it filled with, 
water ! ! andalthough no water was there, jret it was hydrothorax ! ! 
Now, if the morbid condition of the arteries or veins within the 
chest existed, of which the effusion of serum, constituting dropsy, is 
the consequence, the cavities of the phest being obliteratea by 
adhesive inflammation, an effusion of serum would assuredly have 
taken place in the pericardium, if not in the cellular substdnce of 
the lungs ; but no such appearances were exhibited on dissection ! ! 
There does not appear to have been one symptom denoting even 
an hydropic predisposition ! { Adhesion of the pleura covering of 
the lungs to the pleura lining of the ribs, would prevent an easy 
expansion of the lungs, and the free motion of the ribs; but the 
difficulty of breathing from adhesion, (dyspncea ab adhesione) is 
easily distinguished from dropsy of the chest; the difficulty of 
respiration in the latter is so far increased, as tq produce a dis-f 
tressing sense of suffocation on lying down, whereas in the foriqer 
case it is generally diminished, and never increased. Again, in 
dropsy of the chest, the habit is leucopblegnqatic, and the legs, 
especially towards night, are gener^ly osdematous; bu^iin diffi- 
culty of breathing from adhesion, th^ patient is of an opposite con- 
stitution, unless his general health has been greatly reduced. The 
doctor's candour in relating t)ie c^^ to his pupils^ we admire more 
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than hi9 skill and judgment. '^ This would IiaTe been {i case of 
Iiydrothorax, had there been a cavity in which the water could have 
collected/' — is followed by this shrewd observation: — ^^ I 
never tried the experiment, but I suspect that a quantity of luke- 
warm water might be injected into the chest, and that we should 
not thereby produce that combination of symptoms, which is con- 
sidered to characterize hydrothorax ! ! ! Surely the mechanical 
eflfects of the injected water would be the same as those produced by 
effusion of serum, and no other Symptoms are occasioned by the 
mere collection in hydrothorax, than are occasioned by its me- 
chanical operation; but the lukewarm water would also excite a 
considerable degree of irritation and inflammation in the membrane 
forming the cavity, which, by extending to the substance of the 
lunffs, would most probably terminate life in a few days. 

With respect to the causes of an eflTusion of serum constituting 
dropsy, the doctor boldly declares his opinion in opposition to all 
preceding writers of any respectability, that the exhalent vessels are 
<^ p^feclly passive as the absorbents, and that the increased 
effusion from the former depends entirely on the state of the heart 
and arteries on one side of them, and that of the veins on the other. 
Dropsy therefore is arterial and venal. 

*^ If," says he, ^^ the arterial action is increased from some general 
cause, as strong exercise, or an attack of fever, which act equally 
on thp veins and every other part of the system, all ^oes on well; 
but if arterial action is increased from a cause which does not 
operate equally on the veins, as from diseased valves of the heart, 
or aneurism of the large vessels disturbing the regularity of the 
heart's action, the impetus of the blood upon the exhalent vessels 
will be increased, and dropsy will follow* If on the ether hand, 
the return jof venous blood to the heart is obstructed by some local 
impediment, which has no corresponding effect in retarding the 
motion of blood through the arteries, the same degriee of morbidly 
increased pressure on the exhalents will here occur from increased 
imoetus, and the same consequences will ensue." 

in order to enable his readers to distinguish arterial from venous 
dropsy, he introduces the following observations:—- 

^^All cases of dropsy which exhibit, after death, marks of thoracic 
disease, are of the arterial kind. So wee all those which are con- 
nected with inflamed peritoneum. Dropsies which depend upon 
enlargements of the liver and spleen, 'such as those which follow a 
Walcheren ague, dropsies whicn are owing to the pressure of the 
impregnated uterus, and the dropsy of a limb from the pressure of 
a tumour in the groin or axilla, are. of the venous kind." 

The doctor has discovered that ^^ dropsy is sometimes owing t^ 
cold,' there is,"^ says he, *< no doubt about this fact." In proof of 
ihis undoubted fact, he notices a case of anasarca, with symptoms 
of dropsy of the chest, that occurred at St. George's HospitaL 
<^ Even the patient himself," he says, ^< attributed it to cold and 
wet, Joined to great fatigue." The disease proved fatal, and^ on 
opening the chest the next day, he found the ^^ heart adhering every 
where to the pcncardiumt" Ihow what did this everjf^where adb^ 
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sion to 1}ie pericardium prove, bat thl^t the effect of tlie cold, Sec'. 
was inflamniatiofi, which termindted in the said everj-wfaere adhe- 
sion, and that the ana^rea was the consequence of the adhesion, or 
rather of its effects on the general health. 

With respect to the treatment of dropsy, the doctor observes, 
^' It must differ in proportion as it is considered to be of the arterial^ 
vetwus^ or *the atonic ; that is to ^y, as depending on disturbed 
arterial action, on the obstruction to the free return of blood by the 
veins* or on general debility of the system." In cases of arterial 
dropsy, the object of course is to diminish arterial action, which, in 
most instances, he has found to be effected by bleeding, as practised 
by Dr. Blackwell of Exeter, and more recently by Dr. Crampton of 
Dublin. For the two last years the doctor says he has been in the 
habit of ordering bleeding in all strongly marked cases of arterial 
dropsy. 'The blood he has found sometimes to exhibit a bufl^ 
appearance, but more generally to shew great firmness of coagulum. 
The patients took very little medicine, so that the favourable results 
were attributable solely to bleeding. He cautions his pupils against 
carrjring the remedy further than the urgency of the symptoms 
may inmcate* Although inthe first part of his lecture he speaksof th^ 
fi)X-glove as a diuretic, and as sucn recommends its internal use in 
cases of dropsy, be declares in the latter part of his lecture, he never 
fpund it to increase the secretion of urine 1 1 He attributes its 
aalutary effects in dropsy to its power in diminishing arterial action. 
The elaterium, be says, possesses a similar power, but in a less 
des^ree, and (or this important information he acknowledges himself 
indebted to a Dr. Ash!! That elaterium is a drastic purgative, 
and that if uniformly diminishes arterial action, was well known 
long before the fox-glove was introduced into practice by 
Dr. Withering, and it has fallen almost into disuse, in consequence 
oP the fox-glove being very considerably cheaper, and being foand 
to prodttce similar effects. 

The treatment of the venous kind of dropsy is to be conducted on 
different principles. Purging, he says, ^* has the strongest claims to 
confidence : "—he confesses that he has found purgatives when car- 
ried too far, to produce diarrhoea, which soon terminated life. In 
cases of dropsy originating from the excessive use of spirituous 
liquors, purgatives have in his practice proved particularly benefi* 
cial. . When the liver is diseased, mercury may be administered, 
but its indiscriminate use with the view of stimulating the absorb*^ 
ents he condemns. That mercury increases the action of the ab- 
sorbent system, or promotes absorption of serum, or any other de* 
posit in the cellular substance of the tK>dy, is a fact that no surgeon 
will deny. The object in the treatment of this disease, he con- 
siders to be more the prevention of further mischief than the re^ 
moval of the accumulated water. When dropsy is the consequence 
of general debility, the doctor has discovered the best mode of treats 
ment is, to remove the cause by strengthening the system with tonic 
and aromatic medicines, and to rouse the action of the kidneys by 
neutral salts and certain stimulating vegetables, particularly juni- 
per. The sweet spirit of nitre, in combination with the aromatic 
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confection, be hat foand an excellent form, but ^< tb^ selection and 
combination of the medicines of these classes I leave to your discre* 
tion,^^ i. e. to fals pupils ! i This was a flattering compf iment to big 
class, probablj a politic one. The assertion that dropsj is pro- 
duced by increased arterial actibn^ and that ihe exhalents are in a 
passive state, is a strange contradiction, irtbe efTuston be the con« 
sequence of increased action of the heart and arteries, surely the * 
action of the exhalents must also be increased ; for the separation of 
the serum from the blood is affected by them. 

Dropsy is very rarely a primary disease. Nine hfnndred and ninety** 
nine cases in a thousand are the consequence of some local or ge- 
neral djseose^, when the treatment imist depend on the situation or 
nature of the aflfection of which the effusion or dropsy is the sequel. 
When the stamina of a patient have not suffered materially, bleed- 
ing may be employed with impunity, and its modt effects we attri- 
bute to the increased action of flie absorbent system which gene- 
rally follows the loss of blood, probably an effort of nature to 
replenish the system of blood-vessels; but when the stamina are 
t)ad, the loss of blood will increase the complaint and hasten its 
latal termination. 

We advise Dr. Gregory, wbep he comes to the subject of dropsy, 
in future, to resign the chair to one of his pupils, and to desire him to' 
deliver W^t is vulgarly termed an extrumpere lecture 6n the phe- 
nomena and treatment of dropsy— to lock up witb the works oi^ the 
antients^ those of the moderns, and make a dash at something new.— 
The immortal Dr. Hunter frequently observed, that he was more in- 
debted to tfce remarks and questions of his pupils, than to all the 
#orks, both antient and modern. 

DROPSY OF THE CHEST.— In a very distressing case of this 
disease, wef have ibUAd occasional purging with elatJ^rium and calo- 
mel, and the int^mediate use of a tonic and diuretic medicine, to 
succeed after other . remedies had proved unavailing. Two grains 
of elaterium with two of calomel, and one drop of the oil of cloves 
nittde into two pills, i^ere ^ven twice a week, and three table* 
spooAsftil of the (bHowing mixture diree times a day :— - 

Taie of the Infinton or the Pvrola Umbellata, six ounces ; 
Saturated Tincture of Cubebs^ one ounce ; 
Tincture of Sqoilk, 
Etherial Spirit of Niire, of each three drachms, — Mix. ^ 

The lees being' anasaroous, a blister of the sisse of a crown ptecef 
was applied to the inside of eadi leg about an inch above the 
anUe. \ 

£PILEPSY.«*-An intelligent gentleman of Gloucester, infbrmi^ 
lis, that the parents of a young man residin^^ at Fairford, who' had 
been for four or five years subject to epileptic fits, applied (by the 
advice of a friend) a live pigeon to the pit of his stomach during an 
attack of the paroxysm. The fit terminated much sooner thad 
usual, and the pigeon on being removed* was obsei^ed to be stupid.' 
On a return of the fit the same pigeon was re-applied to the pit of 
the stomach, and soon afterwards the patient recovered, and the 
pigeon exhibited some symptoms of being convulsed^ On a recurs 
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r«nce of a fit, (after a much longer interval than UBual) the pinon- 
was again applied, when it shortljr became convulsed and died. 
The patient has since remained entii^ely free from the disease, 
although manj months have elapsed. The parents therefore sup- 
pose that the pigeon attracted something firom the system which had 
excited the fits. Our medical readers will, no doubt, attribute the 
beneficial effects of this mode of treatment to its operation on the 
imagination, and the death of the pigeon to its being so lon^ con- 
fined to the warm body of the patient, or perhaps to suffocation or 
fright. With them we are willing to agree; but if it does act so 
powerfully on the imagination as to quiet the brain and the nervous 
system, so as to suspend or cure epilepsy, sorely it is entitled to 
attention. We have so often witnessed the cure or disappearance 
of warts by charms, that we are disposed to think favourably of 
remedies that act forcibly on the mind. Many remedies highly ex- 
tolled by the antients as specifics, the moderns have found to pro- 
duce no salutary effect whatever; may we not therefore attribute the 
good effects which followed their exhibition, to the influence of the 
wig, cane, ^jid haughty demeanour of the physicians on the minds of 
their patients ! ! 

Mr. John Mansford, an eminent surgeon of Bath, whose wcHrk on 
fhe^ Influence of Situation on Pulmonary Consumption, we have 
noticed in a late number, has published a very scientific work on 
Epilepsy, under the title of Researches into the Nature and Causes 
of Epilepsy, as connected with the physiology of animal life and. 
muscular motion. By means of a modification of the galvanic 
power, and attention to the general health, it appears he has suc- 
ceeded in the cure of a few obstinate cases of this truly distressing 
affliction. We are sorry we did not recbive a copy of this valuable 
production in time to give the substance of it in our present number. 
. WATERY HEAD, — Dr. Brachet, an eminent physician of 
LyonSy in a treatise on this disease, attributes it to the efmrts of the 
customary tight and confined dresses of children, which by checking 
the afflux of blood to the surface of the body, occasion a preterna- 
tural determination of it to the brain, the only organ that is not 
tompxessed. The due expansion of the chest being prevented, the 
passage of the blood through the lungs is retarded, the right ventri- 
cle of the heart becomes in consequence distended, and the system 
of veins overloaded, and hence the blood does not undergo the 
change which is necessaiy to support health. The delicate struc* 
iure of the brain ^nd its vital activity expose it more than anv other 
part to the injurious consequence of this unnatural mode 6f dressing 
childreo. Amonc; the symptoms of this disease, the doctor notices 
the following as decisive of ito existence. If any liquid be ofllered 
to the child, it seizes the vessel with avidity, and appears by reite- 

Sited sucking motion of its lips, to shew that it has a constant 
esire for drink, or else its wandering imagination makes it perceive 
objects which it fancies it can seize ; for if the vessel be kept quiet, 
and the lips be slightly touched, they are immediately etongated, 
and the suckine or dra wing-in movements re-commence.'* The 
doctor's idea of the cause of the frequency of the disease is no 
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doubt correct, and therefore merits the attention of parents; but 
the Bymptoms which he mentions as characterizing the disease, we 
meet with in the most healthy infants, and are more absent than 
present in real cases of it 

COW-PQX.— Dr. Latham, as president of the National Vaccine 
Establishment, has addressed a letter to Lord Viscount Sidmouth, 
the principal Secretary of State to the Home X)epartment, on the 
subject of this disease. The doctor states, that independent of the 
continued distribution of vaccine lymph from their Board to ail parts 
of the British dominions, the reputation of its purity is such, that 
applications for a supply are often made from foreign countries, a 
piece of information which the doctor fancies will be highly gratify- 
ing to hisXordship. He admits that cases have been reported to 
the Institution, of vaccinated perisons having taken small-pox, to 
five of which it proved fatal. The following observation certainly 
merits serious attention, and we hope it will have«omeinfIuenceonthe 
minds of those who have wantonly opposed vaccination. ^^ It is a 
fact,** says the doctor, *^ that cannot be too strongly impressed on 
the public, that there is a considejable ditference of success in the 
diiferent modes of inserting and conducting the vaccine disease. 
Hence the Board are informed by some surgeons, that a portion of 
their vaccinated patients have been subsequently affected with 
small-pox, though in a mild form, while other surgeons state, that 
they have vaccinated many thotisands toithout a single failure. As 
however the cases vaccinated at the stations of the Boaid are all 
registered, they possess the sure means of ascertaining the real effects* 
of correct vaccination." If our opinion of the preventive powers 
of vaccination wereinfluaiced solely by our own experience, we 
should certainly be warmly attached to it. The writer vaccinated 
eight out of nine of his own children ; and although they have beeii 
exposed to the contagion repeatedly, and inoculated with variolous 
matter till he is tired of the e^rperiment, they have all resisted it, This 
is strong evidence in its fkvour; but after having rpet with failures 
in subjects who were vaccinated by Doctors Jenner and Pearson, 
he cannot recommend it as affording certain security against the 
contagion of small-pox. All the practitioner has to attend to in 
communicating vaccination, is the period he takes the lymph, and 
that the system is affected by it ; for the inflammation and suppu- 
ration will sometimes go on without affecting the constitution, in con- 
sequence of no portion of the vinis being absorbed. 

DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM.^SiRS,— A copy of the following 
letter, which it was my intention to address to the Patron, Aip. of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asyluo),' through the medium of the newspapers, was 
presented, liy fttvour of a physician of high character^ to His Royal 
Hiffhness the Duke of Gloucester, thci patron of Uie lustitiitioR, who sent it 
to toe committee, with a reoomm^dation, that nay offer should b^ accebtecl* 
The answer of the committee upon this subject I also send you, which, in 
the opinion of all who have seen it; shews Uiat the rules of this charitable 
Institution require revision to m^et die improved state of science, as regards 
the unfortunate objects of its bounty. If my proposal had been founded on 
mere theory, and danger, or pain attended the methods of giving relief 
in these cases, the committee woidd oertainly he justified in hesitating 
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)>efbre they placed these poor chUdren uoder any proposed plaif of treat- 
ment; but, when proofs have been produced to the late Queen, and others 
of the Royal Family, that it is no visionary or speculative idea, arid the 
proposal was sent to the committee, recommended by Iheir illustrious 
patron, there certainly appears sufficient reason to submit a matter of this 
importance to a general meeting of the governors, or to give the parents of 
Ihese poor children an aptiim of placing them under those modes of treatment, 
which have already proved so beneiicial to several in similar circumstances. 

I am. Sirs, Your obedient servant, 

as, Henrietia Str^t, Cw&U Garden, T¥. WRIGHT, 

•/uMi; 17th, 1819. Surgeon-Aurist to her Hte M^esly^ 

To the Editaf of Sm,— Through the mediui^i ^f your paper, J 

beff to address the illustrious patron, president, vice-presidents, and sub- 
scribers, to the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, on a subject peculiarly 
interesting to the cause they support 

' Amongst the improvements in medical and surgical science, it has 
«r!j; ***^®^^^^» ™* deafness, and all affections of the ears, admit 

An "*• * ™*'^^ gteater proportion of cases than was formerly supposed; 
and all painful, acrimonioas, or daoff^rous experiments, are now abandoned 
^1^^^ ^ghtened practitioner, m favom- of methods of treatment, so 
jni\d and gentle, that they are submitted to by children of the most tender 

S;e, as well as persons in advanced life, without repugnance, and vitb 
e most beneficitd results. I would npt here be supposed to convey an 
i!^^'- ^^^.^''y specific has been discovered for the pure of these compIfdnU^ 
the inducing causes of which are so various^ that such a dbcovery is 
▼ery improbable, if not impossible, it being only by due consideration 
<M each particular case, and tne appointment of remedies suited to its relief 

^ ^7 «*pectation of it can he reasonably formed. 
. I'eehngs of compassion for the situation of those bom deaf and dumb, 
induced me to give this subject a patient anil full consideration, and 
to extend my researches and exertions for their service. Cases soon 
*i!^** *W«e*y«a ; ivid, after considerable perseverance, 1 experienced 
jhe heart^felt gra^ficatipn of finding my endeavours crowjied with success, 
in several instaticess and I have thereby relieved yomc Institutioa of 
burthens, which would otherwise have fallen upon i^ 

Her late Majesty was pleased to command my attendance, together with 
H young lady, eleven years of ^e, who was bom totally deaf, and 
consequently was dumb; one of those to whom I have been the fortunate 
instrument of givuig the seqse of hearing, and who is progressively learning 
the ttse of language. The Queen was affected and gratified by the sight 
of this interestmg child ; and in the most gracious manner condescended 
to require a statement of the case, received foil proo& of th^ facts, and 
honoured me with her patronage. 

From the exp^rienc^ I have had in ^sases of this description, I am of 
opmion^ many of the children in your valualile Institntipn might be benefited, 
.and probably, some as completolv as the child now with me, whp was 
presented to her Majesty, provided a focility was afforded for a per- 
aev^ranqe in proper ipieans. To point out the service this, would l>e to your 
chanty, must ie superfhiousi fqx you, who have proved your active 
beneficence, apd the intere^^ yoq tak« in' these unfortunate poisons, by 
the esUJilishment and suppprt of an Asylum, where they receive ail 
^.^^^tion and instniption of which it bM Seen supposed they are capable, 
will be fupj able to estimate the advantage, not only n9 far as your 
InsUtntionis concerned, but genen^ly ns beneficial to the community* 
^ The unei^ampled ciricumstancefi I have mentioned, resulting from th^ 
inpr^VMl tiiatomt of penona ao situntedt hure ahpeady atlcacted ttie 
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attention of the professors for teaching the deaf and diukib ia the United 
States of Amenca, who have expressed a wish to have a gentleman 
instructed in the modes of treating these cases^ which have proved so 
successful. 

As the consideration and relief of affections of the organ of hearing is a 
hranch of study peculiar to itselfi I am satisfied I cannot infringe upon the 
department of the professional gentlemen who attend your institution, in 
ottering my assistance, gratuitously, in favour of the ch^dren who are 
the objects of your bounty, which I beg now most respectfully to do; 
and further, to promise a permanence of my exertions to anbrd them relief^ 
aad aid yoiv charitable intentions under such arraiigement as may appear 
to conduce the most effectually to further my endeavours,' and which I wiH 
submit to your committee when called upon to do so. 
I have the hoi^our to be, most respectfully. Your very obedient Servant, 

W. WRIGHT, 
December 11th, 1810. Surgeon-Aurist to her late Majesty. 

COMMITTEE OF THE ASYLUM FOR DEAF AND DUMB. 

Extract from the Minutes, March 8th, 1819. 
*' Pr. Yates reported a communication from His Royal Highness, the 

«* Patron, with two letters." 
** Read a letter addressed to Dr. Bain, from J. P. Coffin, Esq. stating 
\ *' the relief in regard tp his deafness, which he had received from 

Mr. Wright's practice. 

Read also a letter from W. Wright, Esq. offering his services gratuitously, 

** to attend the children in the Asyhim as Smveon Aurist. 
^* RjuoLVBBt That, as this institution is established only for the 
^' purposes of instruction, it is the opinion of this committee that they cannot^ 

consistently with their sense of the confidence reposed in them by the 

parents, permit the pupils, received by them for education alone, to be 
«< subjected to any medical treatment whatever, in regard to their dea&ess, 
" while thev are in the Asylum; and that a copy of this resolution be 
*' respectfully communicated to His Royal Highness, the Patron." 

We perfectly agree with Mr. Wright, that the committee of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum ought to have submitted to the whole of 
the governors of this institution, the proposal which they received; 
smd think the gentlemen composing the committee have incurred a 
very serious responsibility, by not taking the sense of those persons, 
from whose purses the institution is supported. A committee is 
very usefbl, and necessary, if well conducted, to manage the affair^ 
of the charity; but, whilst there- are such numbers of these un^ 
fortunate children, who every half year upply in vain for admissioiv, 
surely ev^ry encouragement should be afforded to assist the dawninga 
of a science, which, at some future period, may be so improved, as 
to render the present institution unnecessary. 

We have seen the child that was present^ to the late Queen, afler 
having the sense of hearing given to her by Mr. Wright's modes of 
treatment: — her manner of speaking is totally different from that of 
those unfortunate beings who are taught to talk by mechanical 
means; for it is a fact not universally known, that, at the Deaf and 
'Dumb Asylum, such means only are used, and by the confession of 
the committee, no attempt is made to benefit the hearing; the 
consequence naturally is, that dreadful and distressing contortions of 
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the face, and horrid inarticulate sounds, are well known to take 
place, when any of the few who are said to attain speech at the 
Asylum attempt to use that faculty: — but this child, on the contrary, 
modulating her voice by the new sense she has acquired, is like aa 
infant learning the use of language, and whilst her fine healthy- 
countenance ^cleaiiy indicates that the curative process was not 
injurious, a conversation with her must interest every friend of 
humanity, to facilitate the endeavours of iespectable men for 
relieving those labouring under this melancholy deprivation. We 
regret the committee do not see this in. the sdme point of view that 
we do, and shall rejoice if our observations awaken their attention 
previous to the body of governors taking up this subject themselves. 

HYDROPHOBIA.— For the following method of preventing the 
dreadful effects of the bite of a mad dog, or other animals^ we are 
indebted to Dr. Theodore Hart, of Red Lion Square. 

''As soon as can possibly be done, cupping must be applied on 
and round the part bitten; by this application the mucous substance 
or fluid left by the animal on the wound is carried off, and the 
spasmodic affections, which always jaccompany the bite of a mad 
animal, are prevented; for the latter purpose it is necessary to keep 
the cup on the wound and the surrounding parts for about a month ; 
this application is neither painful nor difficult, for it is sufficient to 
moisten a small glass with Eau de Cologne, Eaude Me/I^a, or, any 
other substance containining alcohol, and setting the liquor on fire, 
to apply the glass immediately on the afiected part. 

The doctor states that he has had opportunities of witnessing the be- 
neficial effects of the method here proposed, when he was in the Brazils, 
in South America, where.it is in general use among the inhabitants; 
and that, from all he has been able to learn, it promts to be tb^ 
most certain and efficacious remedy hitherto proposed for the above 
horrible malady. 

EXTRACT OF MALT:— Sirs,— I send you for your valuable 
publication, the receipt for making the Extract of Malt It has been 
fo*und very efficacions in allaying a troublesome cough, and in spit- 
ting of blood ; and, I believe, if taken in time, would prevent a 
consumption. Tours, &c. 

Kensington, July iith. H. 6. 

Let a peck of the best malt be ground and put into an earthen 
pan ; pour six quarts of boiling water over it, stir it well and cover 
it up close. Let it stand 28 hours ; after which strain it through a 
clean coarse cloth ; then put it into a preserving pan over a gentle 
fire, stirring and scumming it all the while. Let it boil till it comes 
to £i syiTup that ropes, and is as thick as treacle. Put it into galley* 
pots, and when cold cover it up close. A tea-spoonful of this may 
be taken in a morning fasting, and at night going to bed, and at other 
times when the cough is troublesome. * 

PURIFIED LIGNIC ACID— The experienced Dr. Sherson, of 
Bridge House, in Surrey, has lately prescribed the purified lignic 
acid in cases of scarlet and typhus fever, and putrid ulcerated sore 
throat, with the most decisive success. IU5 interual exhibition more 
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efiectaally allays thirst, and abates fever, than any other acid; find 
when applied as a gargle to inflamed or ulcerated sore throat, it 
has been found to disperse the inflammation, and to deterge the 
ulcers more effectually than the infusion of rose leaves, with the 
sulphuric acid, the gai^gle generally resorted to in those cases. The 
concentrated acid may be given in the dose of forty to sixty drops in 
a glass of water, three or four times a day. For the purpose of 
gargling the throat, four drachms of the concentrated acid may be 
added to half a pint of water. Mr. Burridge, a scientific surgeon of 
Leatherhead, has also found this acid highly beneficial in scarlet and 
typhus fever, and as a cooling and detergent gargle in .cases of 
ulcerated sore throat This gentleman recommends it to be freely 
sprinkled over the floor of the chambers, and even the external 

> bed-clothes of the afflicted with those diseases. The concentrated 

acid (perfectly pure) may be obtained at the rate of two shillings and 
sixpence a pound. It is equal in strength to the acetic acid, sold 
by some chemists at the rate of eighteen shillings a pound. The 
concentrated lignic acid, diluted with water, in the proportion of 
one pound of the former to seven pounds of the latter^ is generally 
sold throughout this countiy for distilled vinegar. By some Italian 

I merchants this diluted acidl is much puffed off under the name of 

double distilled French vinegar, at a most extravagant price. The 
lignic acid chemically examined, does not differ in any respect from 
pure vinegar. It agrees better with the stomach than common 
vinegar, uniformly promoting digestion, and invigorating the 
digestive organs. 

CIDER. — From a correspondent in South wark, we have received 
the following receipt for making a substitute for Cider. — He states 

' that he has found it to agree with him much better than the article 

sold in London under the name of Cider^ and that it is more plea* 
sant to the palate. 

Dissolve 8 lbs. of brown sugar in ten gallons of water, then add a 
large wine-glassful of yeast, and ferment for three days; then draw off 
the liquor into a tub, and add a sufficient quantity of pure tartaric 
acid (previously dissolved in a litt[e water) so as to render it plea- 
santly acid ; then return the liquor to the cask, and after it has 
stood one day, exclude it from the atmospheric air by a good 
bung: in three days it will be fit for use ; and if bottled, will soon 
be what is technically termed by the trade,*' up." He adds, the 
tartaric acid being the produce of the grape, is more pleasant and 
wholesome than the acid of the apple or the pear; and if the solu- 
tion of sugar be properly fermented, a wine may be produced equal 
to Champagne. The experiments he has made with the article sold 
by some merchants in London, under the names of Cider and Perry, 
have satisfied his mind that they contain a very small proportion of 
the juice of either the apple or the pear. In some he has discovered 
alum, and in others the oil of vitriol. To make a good imitation of 
Champagne wine, he directs an infusion of malt (sweetened) to be 
substituted for water, and half a pint of orange-flower water to be 
added to ten gallons of the fermented liquor. 
STRICTUR£.~SiRs,— The following was given as a prescription 
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for relief of stricture, by Mr. Peareon, of Golden Square, to a young 

Sentleman who consulted him. The patient was particularly 
irected to tak^ the prescription to Mr. Hudson's, in the Haymarket, 
and was told he must remain in town for at least seven months; 
and fearful he should forget the fee, was kindly reminded of it, and 
given to understand that it was to be repeated every subsequent 
visit Instead of taking this valuable prescription to Mr. Hudson's, 
the gentleman went to another surgeon, and in about five weeks 
returned home relieved of his distressing complaint, by the mere 
introduction of bougies, and increasing the size of them progressively. 

I am^ Sirs, yours obediently, 
London, July «6rt, 1819. • W,C. 

Take of carbonate of Soda, 16 grains; 

Calcined Magnesia, 10 ditto. Mix. 

To be taken twice a day in pure water. Send twehe powders. 

This composition is not very creditable to a surgeon who professes 
to be acquainted with chemistry, or one in partnership with a che* 
misL To order an article, deprived of carbonic acid by calcination^ 
to be taken with a powerful carbonate, does not appear to us to. be 
very scientific, 

HADFIELD'S ORIGINAL TINCTURE. —This nostrum is 
made by Mr. Thomas Thackeray, of Ash ton-Under-Line, near Man-^ 
Chester. — ^The proprietor states, in his Dissertation on this invaluable 
composition, ** that the public, who knows its value, has iameoted 
that the great age and bodily infirmities of the Mrs. Hadfieid, pre* 
vented her from preparing it for several years ; and the innumerable 
applications from all parts of the united kingdom, sufficiently prove 
its superiority to the spurious tincture which has been long imposed 
on the public under the sanction of her name. In order that the 
public may not in future be subject to such infamons imposition, the 
proprietor has thought proper to change the shape of the bottle to a 
square moulded one."! ! ! The medicine, he asserts, ** withont even 
tne most distant idea of contradiction, possesses unefttalled virtues 
in a variety of inward complaints, particiilaFly the gravel, a tea« 
spoonful of which giving immediate relief, and a perseverance per-' 
fecting a cure." For violent pains in the breast and stomach, ai tea^ 
spoonful or two dropped on apiece of lump sugar, aflbrds immediate 
relief. For spitting of Mood it ia a sovereign remedy. For broken 
ribs, or inward crushes, inward bruises or fractures, a tea-spoonful 
taken twice a day effects wonders! !-*^f|>Ked ettemaUy, it is supe- 
rior to all other remedies, when applied with a voctrm hand by the 
fire, both in chrome and acute rheumatism : by a few dressings, bad 
cuts and bad bruises, &c. are cured.'* For similar diseases and acci- 
dents in brutes, it is equally efficacious, as may be proved by a few 
trials'* ! ! The composition of this most valuable discoveiy, is Castile 
soap and Guaiac gum, dissolved in rectified spirit of wine! As an 
external application for */ cuts, bruises, and fractures,** it is capable 
of producing, by its stimulating quality, the most serious mischief; 
and for the disease, for the cure of which its internal xiBt is so much 
extolled, it is also capable of doing serious injuiy by exciting fever. 
The contents of a two-shilling bottle cost the proprietor fourpeace* 
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Of doctor JOHN RICHARD FARRE. 



XHB subject of tbis memoir is a native of Barbadoet. At a 
lender a^ he was preserved, under Providence, by the watchful 
care of his fiLther, in the dreadful hurricane of ITSO, which desolated 
that island, and destroyed upwards of three thousand persons, out 
of a population scarcely exceeding eighty thousand, and property, 
according to official returns, amounting to upwards of one miilioa 
sterling. His father's house, in common with most of the public and 
private buildings, j^ielded to the fury of the wind, and fell at mid- 
night, about the eighteenth hour of the tempest. At this awful 
hoiir of impending death he was rescued by his father, and conveyed 
(the lightning serving as his guide) to a place of safety. 

After the usual classical education, he commenced the study 
of medicine and surgery under his father, wh6 accompaiiied hirai 
to Ens;land in 1792, and entered him a dresser fortwo years in the 
united hospitals of Guy*s and St. Thomases, under Mr. Forster, and 
a perpetoal pupil to all the lectures at that most excellent school . 
of medicine. At the close of the following year he passed his 
examination at Surgeons' Hall, and obtained his diploina as surgeon..^ 
His object in doing this, .was to accompany Mr. Forster, to whom 
be was pupil, to the south of France, in the expedition under the 
Earl of Moira, for the parpose of acquiring a knowledge of military 
sursery. Re served as nospital mate three months ; but disiippointea 
in both bis objects, by Mr. Forsler's declining the appointment of 
surgeon on the staffs* and by the failure of the expedition, he 
resigned his situatio|t» with the approbation of the director of the. 
nUtu, the late Sir J. M. Hayes, and returned to London to pursue 
his studies* 

Besides his application to the practice of medicine, under Dr. 
Saunders, he devoted the time to dissection, which was not occupied 
by his other studies. His attention to anatomv attracted the notice 
of Mr. Astley Cooper, who, in the spring of 179$, appointed him 
to demonstratte the relative situation and structure of the abdominal 
and thoracic viscera, at Surgeons' Hall, during his lectures on 
those organs, before the corporation of surgeons. 

In the following winter he sailed from England in the unfortunate 
fleet under Admiral Christian, and after ^ stormy and perilous 
voyage, commenced by having nearly suflfered shipwreck, the fate 
of many others on that occasion, and interrupted by seeking shelter 
io *6rand . Canary, from the dangers of a leaky ship, which for 
three werfis had nearly exhausted the strength of the passengers 
and seamen to keep her from foundering, he- was enabled, through 

VOL. IV. ■ II 



242 Tfie Gazette t^ Healih, [dr. farre. 

the diBinterested and generous conduct of Mr. Russell (a Spanish 
gentleman and mercharrt) and the captain, to pursue his voyage to 
Barbadoe?, where he arrived at the end of fourteen weeks after his 
departure from England — a voyage which is usually completed in 
five weeks, or even a shorter period. He was well received by 
his countrj^men ; and although his voyage was only intended as a 
visit to his family before he settled in England, he was soon 
extensively engaged in operative surgery, and wasappointed, during 
his stay, surgeon to the St. Micnaers regiment. Jn 1797 he 
recrossed the Atlantic with his countryman, Mr. Jones, whose 
edncation was entrOstedto his direction ; and in the ensuing winter 
refreshed his memory with anatomy, by initiating his pupil into 
that important study. 

On marrying the only daughter of Williath Crawley, Esq, of 
London, he took up his residence in the metropolis ; but the 
declining health of his parents requiring a change of climate, he 
again went to Barbadoes, with a view of accompanying them 
to England. On his arrival, it was a great source of grief to him 
to find that his excellent father had ventured on a voyage to 
Bermuda, and had died there. He again practised operative 
suigery ^d midwifery during his stay at Barbadoes ; but returned 
to England in the summer of 1800, accompanied by his mother, who 
was suffering under one of the severest chronic diseases, incident to 
a warm climate; and he had the unhappiness to lose her the 
fi:>llowing winter^ 

He now became very intimate with the late Mr. Saunders, 
Demonstrator of Anatomy at St. Thomas's Hospital, and cultivated 
with him the more difiicult points in practical anatomy, recom- 
mencing the study of morbid anatomy, to which he has ever since 
chiefly devoted his leisure. In 1802 he graduat0d at Glasgow, and 
resided the time required by the London College at Ecnnburgb, 
where he attended the practice of the Infirmary, the medical, 
clinical, chemical, and philosophical classes. 

In 1804 he poipmenced the practice of medicine in London. At 
this time he was engaged in publishing bis fi-iend Dr. Jones's 
wprk oil Hasmorrhage, the manuscript of which had b^en left 
in his hands for that purpose; and, aided by his iriei|d Mr. Saunders, 
in establishing the Londoii Ififirmary for diseases of the eye, to 
which he was appointed the copsulting physician, the important 
office of which he continues to exercise, tp the gre^t satisfiiction of 
the governor^ as well as of the patients. 

Jn 1806 he was admitted a licentiate qf the College of Phy- 
sicians. He was subsequently appointed physician to the London 
Dispensary, which he resigned in 1810. In the same year 
his firiend Mr. Saunders died; and in 1811 he published .his 
posthumous work, to which he added a short Memoir of the 
Author's life, and his method of curing the congenital cataract, in 
which he has illustrated many importpnt facts, by a variety of 
plates. 

His own publications are — Cases of Hydrocele, with reflections 
in the Medical Records and Researches, published in 179ft— Cases 
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of Tnflafnmation of the Larynx, in the Medtco-Chiruri^cal Transiic* 
tions for 1812, with a yiew (o the accurate symptoms and treatment 
of a disease, which destroyed in one year two distinj^uished phy- 
aicians, Dr. Pitcairn and Sir John M. Hayes.-^In 1819, the first 
part of the Order, Tumors, of his Morbid Anatomy of the Liver, 
with coloured plates.— In 1814, his Essay on Malformation of 
the Heart, illustrated by plain en$jayings.-*^In 1815, the second 
part of the Orders, Tumors, of his Morbid Anatomy of the Liver. 

His Morbid Anatomy of the Alimentary Canal, intended as a 
continuation «f Df. Baillie's Series, has lately appeared, the 
eogravini^ of which do him much credit, as fln accurate observer. 

From the preceding view of Dr. Parrels professional progress, it 
is evident, that the improvement of the science of medicine has 
Ibnned his great and laudable ambition ; and this hd has attempted 
on a solid foundation, by connecting the characteristic symptoms and 
appearances of disease for the mutual illustration andf discHttiina* 
tioa of each. In introducing his Work on the Liver^ he observjes^ 
thait hia views are to enquire into the anatdmical character, 
sVknptonM, and treatment of certain diseases, which impair or 
destroy the structure of that viscus \ and the objects of such enquiry 
he considers as best obtained,— Istlv^ By selecting from the historiek 
of iktal eases of organic disease of the livery the signs ivhidh He* 
company the palpable changes of structure in the liver, — 9dly, By 
describing fSrora the dissections of the same Cases, the anatomical 
characters of those changes of structure; and by thus connecting, as 
ftr as it can be done, the symptoms with the morbid appeflranciss^. 
Sdly, By investigating the treatment which was .prescribed ae* 
cording to the symptotns, and by determining its propriety from the 
nature of the disease ascertained by anatomy « 

Medicine ought neither to be degraded to the levd of a conjeC^ 
iural art, nor perhaps, as yet, elevated to the rank of a science. In 
the same proportion that it has been made to recede from the former 
by the labours of the profession, it has approached the lattcfr. Its 
progress would doubtless have bten^more rapid, if eminence had 
Deen awarded to its members only for what they had done^ and not 
tor what they had imagined. As the impatience of the physician 
leads him to a hasty generalisation of facts, so his vttnity^ too €fasily 
reconciles him to the flattery which styles his work a finished per- 
formance. Few have the modesty of the distinguished Sydenham^ 
who, when he was complimented on his History of Acute Dis« 
eases^ by the learned and accomplished Dr. Paman^ replied, with 
a modesty and regard to truth irhich ought to endear his memory 
to posterity, — ^^ Siich a work would employ ten physicians in suc- 
ceeding ages, each .of them eminent fof talent, industry^ and etpe- 
rience : so fkr am I from having attained of supposing that I shall 
attain the art of physic.*' We have seen the finest minds employed 
in ^ffryt;rg instead ot disc&tering the several links tvhich should 
connect into a perfect whole the broken train of medical truths : 
btit, what is worse, we faav« seen the same minds exhausting theif 
iogemiity to support the idols of theil- imagination^ before whie^ 
my expect the ttedical world to how. ll is nbt by such invention6 
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that medicine ean ever be raised to the dignitjr of a science. Its 
truths lie concealed) and« resting on probable evidence, can only be 
slowly established by sober observation, directed by that better part 
of a sound jnd^menti which is called common sense. The anato* 
inical and chemical physician, far from under-rating the labours of 
the clinical practitioner, deems it essential that the history of the 
case, or the faithful detail of the symptoms, and treatment of the 
disease, be combined with the morbid aj^pearances. Dr. Farre 
strenuously maintains this opinion, in some introductory remarks to 
bis Essay on Malformations of the Heart; so that his wish is to unite 
in the same character the anatomical, the chemical, the surgical, and 
the clinical physician. In his pursuit of morbid anatomy he com* 
bines the plan of the illustrious Mor^gni with that of Dr. Baillie. 
In uniting these methods, and in aiding them by colouring engray* 
ings, where colour is essential to convey the anatomical or morbid 
character, he contributes to the improvement of his art, where it is 
confessedly most obscure and difficult; namely, in the diagnostic part 
of medicine, especially of the diseases of the internal organs. Dr. 
Farre is one of the very few who can concentrate the rays of each 
department of medicine on the grand question of practice. He can 
with perfect safety apportion remedies to the nature of maladies; 
and to the care of such a man, a patient may cheerfbllv resign him* 
self, with the thorough conyiction on his mind, that all that art can 
accomplish will be done for him, to restore him to health. 

We cannot conclude this article without ezpressinsr a hope that 
the Doctor will not relax in examination of organic diseases, and 
in communicating the results to the professicm, in consequence of 
the extension of. practice. We beg also to remind him, that, by 
the medical world, his pathological remarks are as highly esteemetl 
as his accurate delineations of morbid structure by the pencil ; and 
the^e we hope to see enlarged rather than curtailed. 

GALVANISM.— From Professor Aldini, member of the Imperial 
Institutes of Milan, and of the Academies of Turm, Bologna, &c., 
we have received a publication, entitled '^ General Views of the 
Application of Galvanism to Medical Purposes, principally in Cases 
of^ Suspended Animation."^ Of the effects of galvanism on the 
animal economy the professor distinguishes two kiads.-<«i8tly. That 
which arises from the mechanieat impulse, or shock ; and Sdly, that 
which is produced by a current of the galvanic ^uid. The use of 
this active- fluid in medicine, particularly in cases of suspended 
animation, he asserts, depends on the simpliciiy of the formation of 
the apparatus, and the facility with which it can be applied. It is 
not, says he, on the nze of the plates which are used in the galvanic 
apparatus, that the power of their influence on the animal frame 
depends, but on the number of them. For chemical operations 
the plates should be of extensive surfkce, which is not neeessaiy 
when galvanism is only intended to be applied to the body. 

The effects of the galvanic influeiice on the nervous and muscular 
systems of the living animal body, or a body recent^ defunct, tha 
professor conceives to explain satisfactorily '* why animals 
become more lively and active after heavy rains, and wbsiia«loff«i 
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has deared the atmosphere; and why, on such occasions, many 
]>atients experience Strang s;fmptoms, and feel a variety of alarming 
variations in the state of their health. This also shews the justice 
of Woodward*s observation, * that there were certain persons, who, 
' before a violent thunder-storm, appeared ta suffer great depression 

* of spirits, to feel a considerable pressure about the heart, and 
' were even forced to relieve their stomach bv a vomit/ Baccaria 
relates, that he knew a person of the name of Afaceas, who, during 
violent storms of thunder and lightnin«^, was subject to violent 
attacks of epilepsy. * Hence,* says Gardinins, ' we may easily 

* account for the drowsiness that is felt on certain days, when 

* artificial electricity is excited only with great difficulty. On these 

* occasions, lassitude, melancholy, lowness of spirits, and hvsterie 
^affections, are particularly felt, which makes it evident that all 

* nervous disorders have a connection with the atmosphere.'* 

M. Golvani, having ascertained, by a great variety of ex- 
periments, that in the living animal body ^* there are parts which 
are good conductors of the electric matter, and others tliat are non 
conductors, concluded^ that on a proper condition of these parts 
the hetdlh of the. body must necessarily depend. To ascertain the 
truth of this supposition, he carefully examined all the circumstances 
capable of deranging the natural state of the interior animal 
electricity, the result of which, was a conviction that lock jaw, 
epilepsy, convulsionfl, and nearly all the diseases of the nerves, are 
produced by some electric influence, which he does not attempt to 
define. 

In order fully to prove the utility of galvanism in the treatment 
of diseases, he recommends practitioners, ^^ 1st, to. make comparative 
experiments with regard to tne treatment of every disease ; — secondly^ 
to divide into various classes patients affected by a given malady, 
and, as far as possible, under the same circumstances ;— thirdly, to 
regulate the treatment of these disorders, sometimes applying 
galvanism soley, sometimes only common remedies, and at other 
times common remedies and galvanism united ;— fourthly,' to observe 
the state of the patient after ne has been restored to health, in order 
to ascertain the duration of the effects of galvanism, and to observe 
whether it is more durable in the one method than in the other;— 
fifthly, to carry this plan into effect, it is recommended that pro- 
fessional men in great hospitals should interest themselves in this 
object, as they are the only persons who have the full means of 
ascertaining the advantages of medical galvanism, when compared 
with other remedies." 

Of the judicious and successful application of nlvanism in a great 
variety of diseases, by Mr. La Beaume, the professor speaks in high 
terms of commendation, and acknowledges ihat to him he is indebted 
for observations and precautions so hignly interesting, and of such 

firactical utility, that he intends to publish them on his return to 
taly. In respect to the idea entertained by teany physiologists, that 
the gaU*anic infiuence mav supply the defect of the nervous energy, 
the professor is convinced, from the results of Mr La Beaume*8 ex- 
permieiits, that the hypothesis is well founded. Mr. Galvani was of 
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opinion, tlxat there h a constant current of animal electricity passing 
from the nerves to the muscles^ and that sensations are excited in 
the animal economy only when some modification takes place in the 
current. The followins^ experiment by M. Galvani to ascertain 
this fact, was made in the presence of Professor AldinL '^ He ap« 
plied to the nerves and muscles of a frog, prepared as usual^ two 
diiferent metallic coatings, upon a pane oF glass, on which was 
pasted a piece of tin-foil, which connected these two coatings. He 
observed^ that by either changing the contact of the diiferent metals, 
placed in the middle of the metallic zone, or producing a chemical 
alteration, muscular contractions were constantly excited in the frog, 
as long as the continuity of the arc was not interrupted. Galvani 
profited of this interesting experiment, and others which be after- 
wards made analogous to it, for explaining the spasmodic sensations 
excited in the human body, when, in consequence of any nction, the 
state of the fluid, which forms a continual arc between the nervous 
and muscular system, is cbanffed. The influence of atmospherical 
electricity is sometimes one of the causes of derangins; the regular 
state of the continual electric current, passing through the nerves 
and muscles, and contributes to produce those phenomena in the 
animal economy, above described. Galvani, a short time befoPQ 
his death, in the five separate memoirs on animal electricity, 
addressed to Professor Spallanzakii, not only established the ex- 
istence of currents circulating from the nerv^ to the muscles, b^ 
made and published drawings of their course, and determined the 
laws of its circulation. 

From these facts M. Galvani inferred, ^^ Ist, that the electricity 
which produces muscular contractions,^ is resident in the muscles, 
and is never in a state of equilibrium ; and therefore there is always 
a current, by means of whicn the electricity derived from the musdea 
has a tendency to return to them. 

'* 2d. That the nerves are designed by nature to be the con- 
ductors of this electricity, because their extremities ate spread ovet 
the whole internal substance of the muscular fibres. 

*^ Sd. That the nerves perform that function by means of their 
own medullary substance; and, consequently, when this ia in- 
terrupted, or separated either by a ligature, or in any other manner, 
the current of electricitv is suspended, although in this state 
of the nerves, the membranes and the humidity may be able to 
conduct electricity from the muscles. 

^^ Galvani, therefore, not only proved the existence of internal 
electricity, inherent in the animal system : he advanced still farther; 
he laid down the method of extractins; it from the nerveS) and 
of conducting and directing its power at his pleasure.? 

The professor adds, |' According to their principles, it will easily 
be seen that the application of galvanism by means of a current 
which 1 have proposed, is not a capricious hypothesis, but founded 
on the chemical effects of galvanism, and on the experiments 
above-mentioned. I think 1 have already sufficiently demoDstrat«l 
by facts, that the galvanic action, considered as a stimulant, is so 
powerful an agent, that it should not be neglected in cases of 
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BOKpended aniniatioo, irbkh forms the prineipal object of the 
present dissertation. 

Besides the diseases tot the eure of which Mr. La Beaunie and Dr. 
Philip recomnend galvanism, the professor thinks it is likelj to 
prove beneficial in cases of debility or disordered state of the brain, 
particularly melancholy madness. Dr. Tuthill, he says, had em- 
ployed it in two cases of this malady at Bethlehem Hospital, in one 
of which it produced the happiest effects.^On this charity, he 
nuakes the folK'iwing observation ; ^as fiir as I have seen, li would 
be the first institution of this kind in the world, if U possessed the 
advantages qfuottkij treatment '* / 

Since writing the above, we have been favoured with the follow* 
ing valuable commuuication from Mr. La Beaume, on the galvanic 
apparatus so highly extolled by Professor Aldini for medical pur* 
poses, and for the invention of which he claims no small degree of 
credit. 

Sirs, — During the residence of Professor Aldini in London, I very 
Arequently enjoyed (he pleasure of his society. Our intercourse was 
frank and friendly; and we had repeated conversations on that 
branch of science, which comprehends the powers and principles of 
galvanic agency. Before his return to the continent, he presented 
me with one or the first copies of his new work, on the the medical 
application of galvanism to cases of suspended animation — accom- 
panied with a marginal note, as '^ a proof of the esteem of the 
author and friend.*' I have therefore to struggle with a feeling of 
peculiar delicacy, in disapproving of that apparatus which his pam- 
phlet is intended to recommend. As the subject, however, is one 
of far too much importance to be veiled by a delicacy of feeling, or 
its free discussion conceded to any claims of friendship, I think it 
my honest duty explicitly to state my objections. When it is known 
that the most eminent of the faculty, in many cases of hopeless dis- 
ease, recommend galvanism as tne dernier resort, it will be seen 
that the public have indeed a deep interest in every thing connected 
with its proper administration. 

In noticing his new-invented apparatus, and his observations on 
its capabilities, allow me to remark, that it was repeatedly the topic 
of our conversation. Our attention was often drawn to a consider^ 
ation of the power of producing a strong action by a series of gal« 
vanic circles, applicable to cases of extreme urgency, where its 
agency was instantly required. He suggested, for this purpose, the 
very galvanic pile he ha^ since adopted, and which he has described 
in the 6th page of the Sd section of his book. His plan was that of 
perforating the plates, passing a string through them, and to expe- 
dite the excitation of tnis combined power, by a strong solution of 
the muriatic acid. 

Upon seeing him make the experiment with this new apparatus, 
I gave it as my fixed opinion, that the very principles on which i% 
was constructed, were contrary to the known laws of galvanisptf 
It appeared to me, that the moisture which must necessarily attach 
to the string, whether made of silk or hemp, passing through the 
series of plates, wauld, by occasiojiing a humid communication Imk 
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tween their potittve and negatire tides, and affecting eqoalljr the 
outside and the centre, inevitablj destroy its power; the insu- 
lation of the plates being as much required by the laws ofgalvanisniy 
as by those of electricity, when attempting to obtain a distinct 
charge of the electric mattar. 

This apparatus, then, is not founded on the known properties of 
the electro-galvanic fluid. I must also obsepye, that his other pile, 
constructed on the principle of capillary attraction, (described in the 
8th page of the 5th section,) with a view of superseding the necessity 
of the moistened cloth, and to retain the solution orammoniac, la 
certainly an ingenious invention; but, I am concerned to add, a 
▼ory insufficient apparatus for the purpose he intends it to answer. 
• In order to make a &ir trial of the powers of this apparatus, I 
procured from the manufacturer these different piles, and in bis pre* 
sence made a complete experiment. As to the square plates sup* 
ported on mahogan^ pillars, charged by the solution on the principle 
of capilliary attraction, Ifound on repeated trials they were so slightly 
excited, that I could perceive no shock, or even pungency in forming 
the circuit of communication, though a very strong solution of 
muriatic acid was used. This apparatus, indeed, is, from its verr 
construction, ill calculated to produce an adequate degree of gal* 
vanic power, because it is impossible to prevent the humid con* 
nection of the positive and negative sides of the plates, which takes 
pliice in the inner edges of the metal passing through the grooves, 
into which they are inserted. It is therefore of no medical utility ; 
though, it is probable, by a much stronger solution ot acid, that a 
slight vibration miffht be perceived by those whose nervous sensi* 
bility is in a state of excitement. Neither can the insulation of the 
outer edges of the galvanic series be obtained by the greatest nicety 
in wiping them dry, as the circuit of communication must be pre- 
served by the moisture conveyed from the upper to the lower surfiice 
of the plates. On the failure of my experiment, the. manufacturer 
observed to me, that such was the result on a former attempt, and 
that he hod told Mr. Aldini the apparatus was not well contrived ; 
and he then declared to me he should not hereafter make any more 
for sale, being quite satisfied he could not warrant their action* 

As to the other apparatus, I must admit, that, though it is ob- 

i'eictionable on the ground of its not securing perfect insulation; yet, 
Irom the number of plates excited by very strong solution, an in* 
tense and powerful shock was produced ; but not so great as would 
be produced by the same number of plates as arranged in the com« 
mon trough, invented by Crookshanks. The fact is, the oxidation 

Soes on so rapidly, that a larger portion of electricity is disengaged^ 
lan can be conveyed from the plus to the minus state of the me- 
tallic surbce, conducted by the string and the moisture on the edges 
of the plates, and therefore the shock is obtained only from the re* 
dundant electricity. In a few minutes the effect ceases — tb^ power 
is completely lost ;— to renin which, the process of charging the 
pile must be repeated* This necessity or using the acid no fre- 
quently, and the unpleisantness attending this part of the procesa 
both to the operator and patient, occasioned by the action of tba 
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ftcid OB the metal, which renders the air impure and unfit for respi- 
ration—are, after all, but slig^ht objections, when compared with 
the quick^ uncertain^ and irregular excitement oFthis apparattis. 

Tne idea contained in the last remark, deserves to be a little de- 
veloped ; and I must therefore be allowed to state, that the per- 
jection of a galvanic battery consists in its capability of containinfj^ 
a quantity of acid solution, proportionate to tne surrace employed — 
together with perfect insulation from humid contact, constantly 
imparting a regular and even current^ for as long a time as may be 
necessary, for medical application. 

The new pile, then, does not correspond with the character of an 
efficient instrument; and from the experiment I have made on myself 
with the apparatus, I shall now point out its inapplicability and 
danger, when used for medical purposes. A very long experience, 
Sirs, of the medical employmentof this powerful agent, has fully 
taught me this important lesson— ^that no nosilive rule can be laid ^ 
down as to the quantum sufficU of gal vanic influence required to excite 
the torpid organ, or paralized nerve. The number of plates which 
this battery contains^ is not, in some cases, commensurate to the 
degree of power required; and in other cases, the quickj intense^ 
and sudden action it produces, is capable of doing very serious in" 
Jurjfy when the slightest degree of tnjlammatort/ affection exists in 
the parts subjected to its influence. Though the siAallest power 
may sometimes be properly employed in the administration of the 
remedy, several instances have occurred in my practice of congestion 
and chronic inflammation,, in which the galvanic influence obtained 
from only three or four plates, has increased the excitement in the 
diseased part, that I have been obliged to desist from the applica- 
tion, ana to recommend topical and general bleeding, as the best 
means of arresting the progress of disease. On the other hand, I 
have repeatedly had occasion to transmit through the stomach, liver, 
and bowels, of patients, a galvanic .current from four batteries, each 
containing leventy pair of plates, (being actually seventy more than 
was used by Dr. IJre, of Glasgow, to produce muscular motion in a 
4ead subject) before I could effect any verjf sensible or beneficial 
ewitement in the patient galvanised. 

The caution with which I applied the galvanism to myself from 
Mr. Aldini's pile, and the strict attention I paid to nn/ feelings at 
the time, enabled me afterwards to mark more distinctly, the kind of 
sensations excited by the operation. I soon found another great 
imperfectioq in this apparatus, occasioned by the quick and uncer^^ 
tain developement of tne galvanic fluid, vi\A^ prevented me from 
perceiving that I had received a stronger stimulus than necessary. 
On the conclusion, a very serious disturbance of the nervous system 
took place, which, however, soon subsided ; but not till I had taken, 
within two hours, four doses of the most powerful nervines. 

If such then may be the probable efibcts of employing galvanism) 
by this apparatus, the powers of which are inefficient in some cases, 
and hazardous in others, how improper ^^ aplaj/'thing must this he 
in the hands cf children^^^ or in those of persons who are unac 
quainted with the properties of the galvanic fluid. (See p« 41.) 

VOl4, IV. KK 
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. I dread the tim^Si Sura^i when tbi» kftpoftant agent »Inill get Muto* 
the hands of 'ignorant and waprincipkd adventurers^ or amtomaUm 
operators;^ who, w rthoiii skill Of gonscisncb, maj hazard its afipli- 
cation in improper cases^ and not obIj briB|; a safe and efficacious 
remedy into discredit, bat pat the credulous patient into t^tute mnd 
peril. I most earnestly xrishy that ihe phUnsapMcfd praeOtimier 
would but consider the important piMrposes whteh galfanisa^ when 
properly ajpplied^ cannot fail to anawer— and resume h fron the 
dangers of empirieai pruelfetf-- cheffish its infiney bgr their snper- 
intendant care, and nurture its growth l# perfect AMinhood^ Then 
will its Hercuiean pamers bid defiance toaU tbacfbrtaof tgnoraace 
or envy. 

I shall no longer, 8ir»« treapaaa on the patience of yoor feeders, 
but conclude these remarks by coerecttng an error iw the stateiiMwt 
of Mr. Aldini, with respect to my mode of applying the galvanic 
stimulus. (See page 67, sec. 56.) In the noHerovfr cures of &fs^ 
peptic and hepatic diseasesy of diaordered respiration, and other 
functional and structural derangeaients, in which I bare employed 
thift powerful agent, I have never hadreconrse to shocks^ though, in 
some instances, a stroaff vibratory action has been nsedj as a 
mechanical stimulus. The chemical charge is what I contemplaite; 
and the stream and torrent of the galvanic fluid are wnift I 
generally administer. Shooid my huaibie attempts to threw aome 
Uffht on the subject matter €>f the recent puUication of Plrofessor 
Aldini*s meet with jrouf approbation, I mav> at a fatafe tine, ninke 
further communications to you on tfe employment of galvanism^ in 
cases of suspended animation^ I am. Sirs, 

3\y Southampton Row^ Your most obedient Sc hambfe Servant, 
RusseU Square, August 19/A, 18 i»« M. LA BEAUME. 

SULPHUROUS FUMIGATION^Dr. Theodore HaH, member 
of the fecultv of Medical Institution of Parisy haa ptfbKsbed a 
treatise on the eflEscta of dry BulfAiirous vamnr, applied to the 
skin in a variety of diseases, the professed object of which is << tw 
give a general idea of bis estafcliahnient in Londoiiy and of th« 
various diseases to the cure of which he has found it applicable;'^ 
In an early number we have noticed the reports of Dr« Gal^s, ct 
Paris, on the saperlor efficacy of aalphiar applied externalljr, in the 
fiirm of dry vaiK>ur, by means of a machine, invented by him, aa a 
remedy in a variety of diseases of the dtin^ dironic rbeomalism, and 
palsy. It appears that Dr. Hart^ after having^ assisted Dr. GhiMfa 
for some time m the apjpilicalionpf this remedy, at his establishment 
in Paris, instituted a simUar one at Nancy, whieh he anperintended 
for many months. 

In the treatise before us, Dr. Hart apeaka of sriphnrfe and snK 
pburotts fumigation aa the same tUng. By sulphuric fomtgatton, or 
vapour, a modern chemist would understand that the article employed 
was the sulphuric acid, and not sulphur. The terms sulphuric and 
sulphurous are not synonymona. In rn^e 9 he observes, that ^ he 
proDoses merely to submit to the pnolic a general notion of th» 

S>pIiGatioa of vapour pvodneed by the combuttion ot sulphnr.*' 
ow if combnation be allowed to take place fay admitting at* 
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■ I — p to rtc aid, sulfiharicacUl vHI beprodooed, capable of exciting a 
9eriou8ik«nnee«f imiainsiatioii of tfae parts of the body exposed to its 
action. There ie a natemd diflTereaoe between the vapour of sulphar 
Irotn combustion, and from subliiaation. Dr. Oal^s, in bis letter to 
as, employing sulpburtc and sulfphoroiff as synonymous terms, we 
requeated a firiend ia Paris to ask him if he calculated on the 
production of sulphuric acid during the process, and if he supposed 
the sulpfaoroos vapour was rendered more active in consequence 
of beiiiff acconpaated with the acid vapour. These questions the 
doctor did not understand, but on visitinff his establishment shortly 
afterwards, wt aaceitained that iie had no idea of producing 
salphuric add, and as aoon as the sulphur was introduced, an access 
of ataiospheric air was eiEMtoall^ prevented. The beneficial effects 
of the reoiedy he therefore entirely attributed to the operation of 
pure sulphur in a state of warn dry vapoar. Dr. Hart^s practice h 
evideatly the same, for in speaking of the ^< chemical propierties of 
the vapour of sulphur,'* he says, ^* The vapour contained in the 
machine is sulphur volatilized by heat, whicn attaches itself to the 
bodies with which it comes in contact. It is Ibund ciystallized in 
taiaUaeedlcs, cf a yellowish white colour, on the body of the patient, 
and particularly oa auppaiated pustules, ulcerated surfaces, and 
blotches." 

Ou the visits we faava paid to Dr. Hart's establishment, we have 
always fiiuad him em^ortng the remedy as directed by Dr. GaI6s. 
The technical errors ia bis treatise, are therefore to be solely attri- 
baf ed to his imperfect knowledge of the English language. The 
diseases, in the cave of which the doctor has found the warm dry 
aalphuroufi vapour most eflScaeious, both at Nancy and in London, 
are ^ the itch, ring worm, scald bead, chronic rmumatism, palsy, 
aerofiila, glandular obstructions, and chroaic enlargement of joints.* 
Ia the emplo^pBMnt of this remedy, the doctor acts more boldly in 
chrome thao in aaUe cases ; because, savs he, in the former the 
same consequences arc not to be apprehended as in the latter. 
^ Ph>ceediog in this manner, he flatters himself that he shall not 
expose himself to the change of rashness, or of extending, b^ond 
just bounds, the application of a remedy merely because he had 
applied it with success in particular cases, and therefore naturally 
attached to it. Nevertheless, to avoid the appearance of over* 
ratiiq^ the value of a remedy, which unexpected success is apt to oc- 
casion ; he has, at various times, consulted physicians of eminence, 
(whose minds were fortified against the illusiotts of novelty) which has 

Jrevented him from frlUng into those errors to which his zeal might 
ave exposed him." He asserts, that he never makes a trial of the 
bajths unless he discovered a rational hope of producing a cure, and 
from this maaner of proceeding, no consideration of lucre shall make 
him deviate. To illustrate £e superior efficacy of sulphurous fu- 
migation in the cure of the diseases enumerated above, the doctor has 
fiven the result of his experiments at Paris, Nancy, and London, 
he following case we select from the cures he has effected at his 
establisbraent in this countty.— *< Mrs. R. house-keeper in Upper 
Gro8veDor<«treet, was afflicted -for A or S months with a sciatic 
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rheumatism, which occasioned very severe pain, and seldom allowed 
her any sleep in the night. Her Mneral health was in consequence 
greatly afTected, nor could she oerive any benefit from the various 
remedies prescribed for her by medical, men. Having at last re- 
course to the means of recovery administered at the establishment 
in Red Lion Square, she commenced the fumigating baths on the 
S3th of March, and ceased on the 6th of April ; having taken 18 baths 
in IS days, by which she was completely cured ; for she called at 
the establishment on the 8lh of June, in the perfect enjoyment of 
health/* 

The few trials that we have made with the machine we received 
from Dr. Gal^S) have convinced us that warm sulphurous vapour^ 
applied to the surface of the bod^ as directed by him, is a very pow- 
erful remedy. In plethoric habits, it occasions a very considerable 
determination of blood to the head ; and therefore for palsy, the 
sequel of apoplexy , for which it is much extolled, it may occasion 
serious mischief if the sanguiferous system should be in a state of 
plenitude. 

DEAFNESS— Sirs, — I do not see any fresh reasoning in the 
letter, of your correspondent, Chemicus, to alter my former opinions 
as to his knowledge of the subject upon wliich he writes, or the 
efficacy of his remedy ; but 1 observe very sufficient reason why 
he should alter his assumed name, and take one more suited to the 
attainments he appears to have made in chemistry; indeed, although 
he quotes scraps of French, Latin, and Greek, which may amuse 
the children of some of your readers to translate, when they come 
home from school^ I fear they are only the scraps that have fallen 
from his master's table, otherwise he would never betray his want 
of knowledge, both in the science and language, by asking the 
meaning of sal volatile, a name given by the vulgar and unlearned, 
to the aromatic s|)irit of ammonia; but which your correspondent 
ought to know, if he knows any thing of chemistry, was from the 
year 1720 to 1745 called by the name of spiritus salh volaiitis» 
ofeosus; from that time till 1787, ipiritus salis aromaticus ; thence 
till 1809^ spiritui apitnonim contpositus/ and pt present, spiriiMs 
ammonias aromaticus. 

I shall now beg to call the attention of your readers to a subject, 
which I hope will be more interesting and useful to them. I have 
invented an instrument very portable, and convenient for refracting 
sounds into the ear^ and thereby assisting those persons who are 
deaf, and whose cases admit of no alleviation, or even others for 
whom there is a hope, whilst they are under any necessarv 
treatment for obtaining an increase of the sense of hearing, it will 
prove an acquisition, and prevent the mischief constantly resulting 
from the use of ear trumpets ; but as I should not feel it pleaatnt to 
my own feelings to sell an article of the kind, any person afflicted 
With deafness may inspect these instruments at my bousey and have 
them made by their own workmen, without any consideratiea being 
expected, or accepted by me. 

If I do not intrude too far on your limits, I shall redeem my 
promise, by mentioning the benefit often rendered from the use 
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of nrgles, in cases of deofhess arisini; from an obstruction in the 
orince of the eustachian tube, which irequently take place through 
the collection of mucus in the upper and middle passage of the nose, 
which descending over the entrance of the eustachian tubes, produce 
in some instances a mere film, and in others a more complete 
obstruction. Gargles used in the common way are pk*oductive 
cif little relief, because thejr are not thrown higher than the lower 
part of the palate, whereas the orifice of the eustachian tube lies 
near an inch and a half higher ; therefore to use a gargle eifectually, 
the patient should lay down on a bed, sofa, or two chairs, by 
which means the remedy will reach the part affected. Amongst 
near a hundred gargles which I have recommended according to 
various cases, one most generally useftil where the system is in a 
healthy state, I find to be the following; and a gentleman in the 
aame department with myself, having become so fiir a convert to my 
doctrine as to follow my prescription with the greatest exactness, 
and (five it as the result of his own researches, I nere ofler it to the 
public. In a work I am preparing for the press, on Nervous 
Deafness, or cases said to be so, I ihtend entering more at large into a 
consideration of the modes of treatment usually adopted^ both 
by myself and others, with prescriptions for all the preparations 
that can be safely used without the aid of surgical skill, and with a 
view to make it more extensively of service, all ^^ technical phrase^ 
ology'^ and *^ uncommon names** will be avoided, 

I am. Sirs, Your obedient servant, 

28, Henrieila Street^ Coveni Garden, W. WRIGHT, 

Jugusi SO^A, 1819. ^ Surgeon-Aurist to Her late Majesty. 

Take Infusion of Roses, 6 ounces; 

Honey of Roses, or Clarified Honey, 1 ounce ; 
* Tincture of Myrrh, 3 drachms; 

Tincture of Capsicum, from 40 drops to I drachm &aIialC 
Mix. Make a gargle to be used night and morning. 

CHOLERA MORBUS.— For the following judicious remarks 
#n the treatment of this disease, which we understand at this time 
is very prevalent in manv parts of this kingdom, we are indebted 
to Dr. Vaughan, an able physician ofRochester. 

^^ The result of my observation is, that what is in eeneral unne- 
cessary or prejudicial in cholera morbus, is^ ecjualTy so in the 
cholera fever. Not one patient in the beginning, increase, or 
height, of this fever, have I ordered to be blooded— > not one to be 
vomited— not one to be pursed; and although in the' decline I never 
objected to the exhibition of the peruvian bark, yet I am of opinion 
that it is of qo real service; but that strength is sooner restored by 
keeping the bowels free from peccant matter, and by the frequent 
supply of nourishment easy of digestion, and affording as little 
feces as possible. As soon as I perceive the green fecula-like 
matter, 1 incite its discharge by small doses of £psom salt, or of 
soluble tartar, and by as large draughts as I can get the patient to 
take of thin chicken broth ; and from this practice 1 am not deterred 
^X ^he proportion of the fluid part of the fascesi however consi* 
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^erable it my be; for I find if this critical dischMebe aocidenUllT 
stopped, the disease seems to begin again. BesideS| I hold that all 
purging after the final disappearance of the fecula*like matter, is 
prejudiciaL but that the retention of the least of it should be 
scrupulously guarded against. Accordinglvi at this period 1 add 
firom three to five drops of the tincture of opium to every dose of 
the neutral salts ; and then gradually substitute food for roedtdne^ 
till the patient aeks for meat, aJid to have any further need of mj 
assistance. Some may accuse me of inert practice ; but I shall not 
consider myself as bound to make them a reply. I have heard and 
read of cutting diseases short, and I by no means den^ that it is 
sometimes done ; but till 1 shall have obtained far better infbrmalion 
on this subject than I yet possess* I shall continue with the per- 
suasion, that if I know the history of a disease from a careful 
comparison of a number of cases, I can, in a very inferior degree, 
permit the continuance of . naiture's operations, when salutary; 
fiivour and incite them, when languid ; restrain them, when im* 
petuous; and direct, when going wrong." 

Dr. y. states that oat of a numerous list of patients aflicted with 
this disease firom June to December, he lest but one. 

SCIATICA* &c.<-*l*be following communtcation we received 
from Mr. La Beaume, Medical Electriciao^ F.L.S. ftc of South- 
ampton Row, Russell Square. 

*' On the 21st of July, 1818i, aH officer of rank in the royal navy 
was recommended to my care by an eminent physician residing in 
nsy neighbourhood. When I first saw this patient, he informed me 
that he had been a great sufferer from rheumatism for the space of 
ten years, which not only affected both his loins and hips, but even 
extended down to his feet. This complaint, of course, occasioned 
considerable lameness to the suflTerer, which prevented him from 
taking requisite exercise. His medical friend wished the patient to 
tiy the effect of electricity, and si^pposing him to be under the care 
of that gentleman, I complied witb his request to try the course so 
recommended. 

** On account of the extreme susceptibility of the patient, I ea^* 
ployed the electric agent in the mildest form of excitement, and 
pursued this plan for several days with very little benefit from the 
application, except the perspiration produced by the force of the 
acting stimukis. Finding myself disappointed in the efficacy of the 
remedy, I suspected, from the appearance of the patient, that his 
painful affections might arise from a bilious derangement. 

*' I enquired of him, whether he was then under the care of his 
professional friend ? He answered in the negative, declaring, at the 
same time, that he had been wholly transferred to me^ and that he 
should now be entirely directed by piy judgment, and submit to 
any treatment I might choose to adopt 

" Being thus at perfect liberty to puraiie my own course, I re- 
quired of him to give me as particular an account as he could of the 
supposed origin and progress of his disorder. The history be gave 
of his case fully confirm!^ my previous suspicions; and the following 
Acts left no doubt on my mind of the source of his complaint Re 
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litd at an early a|e entered into the aetvioe of bie oMntrv, and for 
ttie greater part of nineteen yean bad been actively engi^ed in foreigfi 
attitions, particularly in the West Indies ; during the time he had 
resided in that climate, be bad several attacks of the fevers eofn<2 
mon to that country : he bad also bad many severe Acs of illness of 
a bilious kind, and afler one of these he became a constant invalids 
I found that the liver of the patient ivas affected with chronic in^ 
flaromation, and also considerably enlarged ; that its secretions weref 
defective, and his bowels costive^ Lombago and sciatica had en^ 
sued as alternate maladies^ from which he was seldom free of one 
or the other. 

*' On bis retnm to England, the torpor of the liver increased to 
aoch an alarmtiig degree, that his life was rendered completely 
miserable. Various were the distressing sensations of which be 
complained — ^his bead, his sight, his stomach, right side, bowels, &c. 
were all l^ss or more affe^ed. The abdomen was considerably 
enlarged, and the evacuations bad the appearance of a morbid 
alfection of the rectum. The tongue was thickly coated with a 
yellowish fur — ^the pulse was very languid«^tbe extremities cold; 
and his corporeal powers sunk into a state of the lewest debititf. 
In this stage of the disease be had continued for some time, ' dying,^ 
as he said, * a lingering death.' 

*^ He was however not wanting in duty to himsdf, and bail 
therefore had recourse to all the ]«medies usually applied hi the 
ordinary treatment of liver derangement, under the direction of the 
most eminent men in Liondon. Mercurv in eterf fofm bad been so^ 
abundanUjf admhtiMred to him, that be bad actually taken some 
hundred grains of that mineral without affecting his month'«^«^li<' 
vation was never produced ; and he was constjantly obliged to employ 
the etrengeei purges to move the bowels. Stomachics, nervines, and 
various c^er medicines, only afforded him temporary relief. 

^ In this case, as well as many others^ I conceived that nothing 
oonld relieve the patient of the subsequent disorder, until the viseerat 
disease was first removed: I therefore advised him to try galvanism 
as a cemUtutienal remedy. This process he commenced on the 8th 
of August, 1818, and continued it till the latter end of the same 
month, making in ail nineteen applications. By this time the liver' 
regularly performed its offlce'^he bowels reqtnred no excitement-^ 
the secretions had beame AeaIfA/ti/*^perepi ration restored— appetite 
regained-^igestbn wdl performed^^the distention of the abdomen 
removed, and the butk diminished in an extraordinary degree. But 
as the pain in the back continued at times to be troublesome, espe* 
ctally in damp and wet weathert^-^nd as the lameness this complaint 
product, prevented the patient from taking that share of exercise 
which he certainly required, — ^I now resolved to employ the sir* 
pump vapour-bath ; this I did with the happiest results. The satis- 
factory efiects produced were an increase of perspiration in the 
body, and warmth in the parts affected ; the left leg and foot felt 
more comfortable, and he enjoyed a perfect freedom from pain: 
indeed the beneftts he obtamed were so very great, as soon to render the 
use of thfe air-pump vapour«bath no longer necessary. The sensa* 
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tioDS of the patient, as he described them^ during the process' of 
fomentatiohy was a soothing feeling, strongly inclining him to sleep ; 
but that of the exhaustion, an obtuse pain, suddenly shooting from 
the thigh down to the toes. 

On the following morning he declared himself free from any 
remains of his complaint, and took ledve of me as a patient. This 
gentleman having soon after imprudently exposed himself to the 
chilling damps of a night air, in an open carriage, he experienced a 
slight return of his rheumatic complaint; I employed the air-pump 
Tapour-bath once more for his recovery, which was a second time 
happily and fully accomplished; I have been since this event 
frequently favoured with his visits, not only to assure me that his 
recovery was complete, but to i^commend several respectable 
individuals to my care as patients, who have a// derived the greatest 
advantage from my treatment 

Captain P. soon after took a journey into the country for the 
purpose of visiting some of his family connections in a remote part 
of the kingdom, and on his return to London a few weeks back, he 
called on me to communicate the gratifying intelligence, that every 
distressing symptom under which he had so long laboured, were 
entirely gone^ and that he had, since he left me, enjoyed an 
overfowing state of healthy — that he had long ago thrown aside 
every restraint of diet, and had, during his sta^ in Scotland, b^wn 
exposed to a northern climate, and heavy rams, yet neither the 
lumbago nor the sciatica had ever attacked Aim, — that his leg and 
foot had ever since been free from the sensation of pain, deadly 
coldness, and extreme debility that formerly oppressed him, and that 
be continued to take the most vigorous foot exercise, without the 
least feeling whatever of fatigue. 

EPILEPSY. — Mr. Mansford, in his recent publication on the 
nature and causes of this most distressing malady, to which we 
alluded in our last number, proposes a mode of treatment founded 
on a knowledge of the vital principle, which, it appears, in his 
practice, has been productive of the most beneficial results. The 
extraordinaiy effects of galvanism on the living animal machine 
have induced some philosophers to conclude that the galvanic fluid, 
or something analogous to it, is the principle of life; but if by 
principles be mesxkt frst causes, that cannot be the principle oif life, 
which itself requires life, or some pow-er to set it in motion. The 
secondary agent has been mistaken for the primary mover,* and an 
error of the same kind has been committed by the physiologists in 
question, as by the heathens in their systems of idolatry, who have 
almost uniformly mistaken tne natural agents for the first cause, and 
worshipped them; as much so have this class of philosophers, in 
their systems of animation, mistaken a subordinate and material 
agent in the mechanism of motion for the moving principle jtselfp 
given it a rank and place to which it has no title, and made it the 
base of much false reasoning. 

Life, in the human subject, Mr. Man^ford defines to be the union 



of an immaterial principle with an organized, but inert, body ; and 
if to this principle it is' that all sensation is referribl^^ 



and from 
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which all volition and all motion must proceed; it is this alone 
Ti^bicb, with strict propriety, can be called the vital principle, or, 
says Mr. W. ** if I should be allowed to express myself, I should say, 
that to the other faculties of the human soul, such as perception, 
memory, judgment, &c, should also be added the faculty by which 
it moves, and regulates the bodv which it inhabits. By tne vital 
principle is then to b^ understood, the mind itself, or the power or 
faculty of it, by which, as' the first in the order of casualty, all 
voluntary motions are produced, or involuntaiy ones preserved and 
regulated, and all irregular or diseased actions frequently restored to 
order and health, when left to what is called Nature." 

We do not find that the author's theory of animal life differs in 
any respect to that we have given under the bead of Animal 
Chemistry, in our Chemical Guide. That theory, we find, has 
been lately adopted in Italy, for the basis of a new system of 
medicine. When we first published the outlines of it (about ten 
years ago), it was misrepresented by the editors of some of the 
Medical Journals, and represented as visionary by others, but by 
their comments it was very evident that they were totally ignorant 
of the principles which formed its basis. . The author in the 
introduction, had dared to assert that the then prevailing system of 
medicine was a system of splendid quackery; and if a system be not 
founded on a knowledge of the vital principle* to what other 
denomination is it entitled ? The primary moving powers of the 
human body unquestionably reside in the brain and nerves, and to 
the state of this system in the treatment of all diseases, the properly 
educated physician will pdy particular attention. 

Mr. Mansford.is of opinion that there are two states of the brain 
which give rise to epileptic fits; viz. where its organization' is not 
visibly altered^ but certain causes, inexplicable in their operation, 
have rendered it incapable of bearing the excitement of the electric 
or galvanic stimulus; — the second, where there is an absolute change 
of structure or condition in the brain, giving rise to a morbid accu« 
mulation of electric or nervous fluid, or diminishing its papacity for 
the natural proportion. Hysteric fits, catalepsy, and Saint Vitus's 
dance, Mr. Mansford considers to be very closely allied — an opinioa 
in which every man of experience and observation will coincide. 

After noticing the effects of galvanism on epileptic subjects, and 
the difierent modes of applying it, Mr. Mansford details the method 
be has found most successful and less inconvenient to the patient. 
This part we shall give in his own words: — '* In order to fulfil the 
indications, it was necessary to establish a negative point as near to 
the brain as possible, and a positive one in some distant part of the 
body. 

" Accordinrfy , a portion of the cuticle, of the size of a sixpence 
being removed by means of a small blister in the back of the neck, 
as close to the root of the hair as possible, and a similar portion in 
the hollow beneath, and on the inside of the knee, as the most 
convenient place : to the wound in the neck, a plate of silver, 
varying according to the age of the patient, from the size of a 
sixpence to that of a half-crown, was applied; having affited to 
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its back part a handle or shank, and to its lower edge, and parallel 
' with the shanky a small staple, to which the conducting wire was 
. fastened. This wire descended the back till it reached a belt of 
chamois leather, buttoned round the waist; it then followed the 
course of the belt to which it was attached, till it arrived opposite 
the groin on the side it was wished to be used; it then passed 
down the inside of the thigh, and was fastened to the zinc plate in 
the same manner as to the silver one. The apparatus so contrived 
was thus applied: — a small bit of sponge moistened in water, and 
corresponding in size to the aperture in the neck, was first placed 
directly upon it; over this^ a larger piece of sponge, of the same 
size as the metallic plate, also wetted, was laid; and next to this 
the plate itself, which was secured in its situation by a strip of 
adhesive plaister passed through the shank on its back, another 
above, and another below it If these be properly placed, and the 
wire which passes down the back be allowed sufficient room that 
it may not drag, the plate will not be moved from its position by 
any ordinary motion of the body. The zinc plate was fastened 
in the same manner; but in place of the second layer of spouge, a 
bit of muscle answering in size to the zinc plate was interposed: 
that is, a small bit of moistened sponge being first fitted to the 
aperture below the knee, the piece of muscle also wetted then 
followed, and on this the plate of zinc. The apparatus thus 
arranged will continue in gentle and uninterrupted action from 
twelve to twei^ty-four hours, according to circumstances. This 
last is the lon^st period that it can be allowed to go unremoved: 
the sores require cleaning and dressing, and the surface of the 
zinc becomes covered with a thick oxyde, which must be removed 
to restore its freedom of action ; this may be done by scraping or 
polishing ; but it will be better if removed twipe a day, both for 
greater security of a permanent action, and for the additional 
comfort of the patient 

** There are some circumstances in conducting this process 
which require a little management Care must be taken tnat the 
metallic plates be kept in close apposition to their respective 
surfkces, that no irregularity of action may take place. The points 
of junction also between the plates and the conducting wire, are 
apt to become oxydised, by which their conducting power is 
diminished or totally destroyed: on this account they require 
to be frequently renewed. There is a remarkable difference in the 
dispositioin of the two apertures; the one in the neck in contact 
with the silver, befng inclined to close and heal rapidly, if the 
pressure be removed or slackened. When this is the case, a slight 
touch with the potassa fusa will restore it to its proper state, with 
only a momentary uqeasine^s to the patient The pth^r, which is 
acted on by the zinc, on the contrary, will occasionally shew a 
tendency to become irritable, and to spread. — When thip disposition 
appears, the edge of the sore must be nicely guarded by small slips 
of plaister placed' in a radiated form, from the centre outwards, 
leaving a small opening in the middle. The hard edge of the zipc 
plate will also, if suifered to press upon the surroui^ding $kin. 
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excite inflammation, or produce small escbnrs. To obviate this incon- 
venience, the bit of muscle may be cut rather larger than the metal, 
^o as to act as a cushion around it; or the 8kin may be shielded by a 
circular strip of plaister. A small band or ribbon, \vhen a garter is 
iiot worn in that situation, may be tied round the thigh, a little 
above the knee; which will contribute to steady the conducting 
-wire, and prevent its dragging upon the plate. One may also 
be passed below the knee, over the plate itself for additional 
security. 

*' Attention to these circumstances will answer all the purposes 
desired, and render the apparatus easy and comfortable, so that it 
may be worn for any length of time without inconvenience to the 
motions of the body, or the customary exercise and habits of life, 
and will very seldom excite pain. It has been continued under my 
inspection for several months without complaint; and there are, 
I should think, very few who would hesitate to submit tp the. 
little inconvenience attending the use of this remedy, with the hope 
of eradicating one of the most distressing of human aiSictions. It 
was endeavoured to substitute a chain for the conducting wire, as 
more durablq and pliant, and the smallest kind of Maltese chain was 
tded, but it did not succeed. A gold ghain of tbe same description 
'was found equalfy unsuccessful; and the wire was necessarily 
resumed. But as a single wire was apt to break, three or four very 
fine and well annealed copper wires were employed; "which were, 
sufficiently pliant, and afforded a security in the case of the rupture 
of one or more of them, for the continuation of the action of the 
instrument by the rest. 

** The effect of this mode of treatment on the first case in which 
it was tried, was equally striking and gratifying. The theory which- 
had been entertained, and the practice- which it had led to, appeared 
Teciprocally to elucidate and to support each other; and subsequent 
trials, as the subjoiifed cases will shew, tended in no ways to lessen* 
the faith which from the result of this case was naturally reposed in 
it; and whether we view it as-efficient in itself, or as an auxiliary 
only, will be of little consequence, if it be found of the same value 
in the hands of others, as it has been in my own. 

** The plan above recommended, of course, does not preclude the 
use of other appropriate remedies. The state of the constitution; 
and the various circumstances operating as exciting causes to the 
disease, must be minutely attenaed to, for without subduing these, 
all efforts to remove the proximate cause must necessarily be 
unavailing. ^ Foremost of these causes which come within our 
cognizance, and claiming a prominent attention before all others, is 
tbe state of the circulation; both as r^ards the quantity of the; 
contained fluids, and the force with which they may be urged 
through the system generally, or with unequal impetus to any part 
of it, especially the head.*' 

Attention must also be paid to the state of the stomach and intes- 
tines. He likewise lays much stress on the necessity of adopting a 
regular mode of living, and of avoiding high-seasoned dishes and 
stimulating liquors. 
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To illustrate the curative effects of this galvanic mode of treat- 
ment, the author details nine cases, the decisive characters of which 
are unquestionably sufficient to establish its utility as well as the 
rationality of the principles on which it is founded. 

MINERAL WATERS.— A Doctor Mackenzie has published, 
*' Prmctical Observations on the Medical Powers of the most cele- 
brated Mineral Water, and the various Modes of Bathing,— for the 
Use of Invalids.'* Mineral waters he defines to be, ^^ All waters 
which are impregnated ytiili foreign matter, so as to be capable of 
exerting specific chemical actions, or of producing changes in the 
living system, because their agents being usuaUy substances de* 
rived from the mineral kingdom " 1 He has divided them according 
to their ^ medical operations j** into cold diluent, tepid diluent, 
diuretic, coM stimulant, hot stimulant, tonic, tonic and aperient, 6i;c. 
He has avoided ^^ atl scrupulous chemical enquiries and discussions, 
as incompatible with his object, confining himself with a plain 
statement of medical facts only ; the work being intended for the 
valetudinarian^ and not for the critical eye of general science, nor 
of the medical profession. Should the result be successful,*' he says, 
^ I shall not repent of mjr labour.'* He commences with the Mal- 
vern water, wnich, for its sanctity^ he says, is termed the Holy 
Well. Speaking of its medicinid properties, h^ observes, ^^ The 
remarkable purity of this water, wnereby it Is enabled to pervade 
the minutest vetsels of the body, and to wash away as ii were all 
impurities, and obstruct viscidities, seems to be the sole cause of its 
meiiieinal powers." — Admirable physician ! ! what an accurate idea 
the learned doctor must have of the digestive process, as to suppose 
that the water is conveyed to the circulation, in the state in which it 
enters the stomach. In noticing its composition, he states, ^' Its 
contents are a minute proportion of carbonic acid, in an uncombined 
slate : a very small quantity of earthy matter, perhaps a veiy Mttle 
neuiral alkaline salt, and a very large proportion of water " ! ! — ivost 
acientific chemist ! t-Hi nemtnal alkaline salt ! ! The aothor very 
wisely avoided chemical discussion ; — ^had be lived three thousand 
years ago, he would no doubt have been considered a wonderfiiUy 
great physician. In these days, the author's work bis medical 
admirers ; in the London Pkysical Journal, and the Medical Repo- 
sitory, it is spoken of in terms of approbation, intimacy or relation- 
ship, however long or near, cannot justify the Editors of scientific 
works, in giving a book an unmerited ckasacter, merely to induce 
their readers to purchase it* Nothing has tended more to check 
the progress of medicine, than the ^tVndi^ criticisms which have ap« 
peared in many journals. Of all the modern works we have reM, 
we have no hesitation in saving,' that the one before us is the most 
contemptible. We hope the Editors of the journals noticed above, 
will, .in future, have a greater regard for tbeir own reputation and 
the purses of their readers, to recommend such miserable nonsense 
to their attention. 

COW POX.— Mr. Gaitskell, an eminent surgeon of Rotherhit;he, 
has published two cases of small pox subsequent to cow pox, 
which lately occurred in his practice. The subjects were appren- 
tices to the Messi^. Bennetts, oil-merchants, of that place. ^ The 
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itfgt» William Oram, a stout young man, eighteen years of age, 
was vaccinated about two y^araago at Keiiingclon, in Beii(8hire, took 
the small pox, and died on the twelfth day a mass of putrefaction* 
The second, Jacob Ciargo, about. twenty*two years of age, was 
vaccinated twelve years since, by Mr. Skee, a. respectable surgeon of 
Hywith, Wiltshire* He is now labouring under small pox of a 
very malignant description. Both these young men were supposed 
to have gone through a r^ular vaccination, were pronounced safe 
(according to their own statements), and have distinct impressions 
of dijKaie on their arms. Unfortunately for this neighbourhood, the 
small pox has been veiy prevalent within the last three months, and, 
I am concerned to say, very fatal. It originated in the officious and 
cruel interference of a ^mmon sawyer, and other indiscreet persons, 
who offered and pressed gratuitous variolous inoculation. The boon . 
was eagerly accepted, and many were the victims of this fully. 
Since this, seven more cases of small pox have occurred, subsequent 
to supposed perfect vaccination. Dr. SheriiTe, jun. of Deptford, 
some months ^o related to me several casesof variolous disease sub« 
seauent to vaccination. These patients were inoculated l)y his father." 

in a second - communication Mr. Gaitskell observes, '* Since I. 
wrote to yqu on the subject of small pox subsequent to cow pox^ my 
recollectioa has furnished me with two other c^ses, which were 
of a mild nature. The subjects were children; and, under the im- 
piessioDs of the complaipt being chicken pox, they were visited by 
a neighbour's cfiild, who received the infection, and died on the 
twelfth day of a moat putrid small pox. Messrs. Bennett's man, 
who died of putrid small pox, infected three children in the same 
house, all of which had a mild disease, and recovered.'' 

** The five children infected with small pox in my recent report 
to you,, lived at Staines. There were distinct marks on both arms 
of them all> and they were pronounced siife by the medical gentleman 
that inoculated them. 

*' The people of my neighbourhood have become so shy of vacci-* 
nation lately, that I am obliged to promise to test them with small 
pox matter in the winter, to induce submission to the operation.*' 

It is with feelings of great regret that we record a most melan« 
choly case of the fatal terminv^tion of cow pox, in the family of the 
Rev. Mr. Chauney, of Kempton, in Hertfordshire. The subject, a 
fine boy only nine months old, was apparently in a state of perfect 
health, when the disease was communicated to him by a Mr. Lucas, 
a surgeon in the neighbourhood. The matter was applied in the 
usual place of the left arm, and the inflammation and its con- 
sequences advanced >favourably till the ninth day, when the arm, 
became tumiGed, and the skin exhil^ited an erysipelatous appearance. 
The mischief spread to the chest, neck, &c. so rapidly, that in a 
few days his sufferii\gs were Qiost distressing. Mortincation soon 
ensue^f which, in a few hours, closed the melancholy scene. The 
suij^eon and the directors of the Vaccine Institution, who supplied 
the matter, (with whom the disconsolate father of the infant has had 
a feng correspondence on the subject) say in their defence, that cow 
pox oo^ brought a constitutional diaepse into actiopj which would 
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probably hare come on, and terminated life, had he not have been 
vaccinated. Now had small pox matter been employed, would the 
same consequences have followed? Did erysipelatous inflammation 
ever follow inoculation with small pox matter? and does it not, 
more or less, always succeed the introduction of cow pox matter? 
We have frequently witnessed, in our own practice, and in the 
practice of othera, erysipelatous inflammation after vaccination, to a 
most alarming^ degree, some cases of which ended fatally, and 
•others in considerable sloughing^ and these consequences we noticed 
many years ago as a great objection to the disease. Indeed, 
Dr. Marshall, who acted with Dr. Jenner in promulgating the 
supposed preventive powers of cow pox against small pox, 
recommended the writer twenty years ago to apply the vitriolic 
acid to the inoculated part, after the system was a^ectcd, for the 
purpose of preventing ' the secondary inflammation, which he 
admitted had, in his practice, advanced to a most unpleasant degree. 

The unfortunate result of this case has so completely destroyed 
the little confidence that remained in the preventive powers of 
vaccination in Hertfordshire, that the members of the 'professicHi 
residing in it will be under the necessity of abandoning it 

PRESERVATION OF MEAT.— A M. Monge, of Paris, in a 
letter to Professor Van Mons states, that he has discovered that the 
pyroligneous acid obtained from the distillation of wood has the 
property of prefventing the decomposition and putrefaction of animal 
substances. He says, " It is sufiicient to plunge meat for a few 
moments into this acid, even slightly empyreumatic, to preserve it ^s 
long as you please. Cutlets, kidneys, liver, rabbits, which were thus 
prepared as far back as July last, are now as fresh as if they had been 
just procured from the market. I have seen, says he, carcases washed 
three weeks ago with pyroligneous acid, in which there is as yet no 
sign of decom posit k>n. . Putrefaction not only stops, but it even 
retrogrades.' Jakes exhaling infection cease to do so as soon as you 
pour upon them the pyroligneous acid. You may judge how many 
important applications may be made of this process. Navigation, 
medicine, unwholesome manufactories, will derive incalculable ad- 
vantages from it This explains why meat merely dried in a stove 
does not keep, while that which is smoked becomes unalterable. 
We have here an explanation of the theory of hams, of the- beef of 
Hamburg, of smoked tongues, sausages, red herrings, of wood 
smoked to preserve it from worms, &c. &c.** 

** Dr. Jorg, Professor at Leipsic, has since made many successful 
experiments of the same nature. He has entirely recovered several 
anatomical preparations from incipient corruption, by pouring this 
acid over them. With the oil which is produced from wood by 
distillation in the dry manner, he has moistened pieces of flesh 
already advanced in decay; and, notwithstanding the heat of the 
weather, soon made them as dry and firm as flesh cah be rendered 
by being smoked in the smoking-room. All traces of corruption 
vanish at once when the vinegar of wood, or the oil of wood, is 
applied to the meat with a brush. The professor has also begun to 
prepare mummies of animals^ and has no doubt of succeas. He. 
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promises great advantages to anatomy, domestic economy, and even 
Xo medicine, from this discovery (for the remedy seems very fit to 
be applied internally and externally in many disorders),, and intends 
to publish the result of his further experiments.'* 

For. their knowledge of the preservative powers of this acid, we 
can, from most satisfactory authority, state, that these gentlemen 
«re indebted to the account we have given of them in an early 
number. The articles to which we applied it twelve months ago, 
although then in a state of putrefaction, are, at this time, perfectly 
sweet One is a leg of mutton, which the butcher had put aside to ^ 
throw into the Thames ; and the other tongues, which were deemed 
unsaleable. 

The following means of preserving provisions, were lately com- 
municated bv a Dr. Mac Sweeny^ of London, in a letter to Mr. 
Tiiloch. *^ A consideraUe time ago/' says the doctor^ ^^ I had 
determined to commence experiments to try to preserve nieat b^ 
keeping it in water, (previously boiled) covered with a layer of oil 
to protect it firom the agencv of the atmosphere. After reading the 
interesting experiments of Dr. Marshal Hall, I resolved to add 
bright pieces of iron or iron-filings to the water, for the purpose of 
depriving it of the oxygen not expelled by boiling. It is now more 
than seven weeks since I put some fresh meat with iron in water, 
boiled and covered with a thick layer of oil. The meat has exactly the 
same appearance now that it had the first day. It may be necessary 
to addj that I kept the glass vessel containing it in a dark place. 
Vegetable substances may be preserved in the same way. Delicate 
substances of this kind when kept in a dark place, appear only to 
suffer from the solvent power of the water, which may be dimi- 
nished by addinff sugar and gum. In the same way cutlery may be 
kept untarnished, when the precaution is taken of adding some iron- 
filings or bright pieces of iron to the water some time beforehand. 
After twenty*six days I removed a piece of iron from a solution of 
common salt covered with oil, and found it not tarnished in any 
degree, (roods of every kind may be preserved from decay on the 
same principle. Lest any, such as linen or cotton goods, might 
suffer from the iron,* it should be put in small timber boxes, and let 
down through the oil into the water, so that it could abstract the 
oxygen without coming in contact with the goods. 

^^ When it is necessary to remoye.meat for use, it can be taken 
out of the vessel without allowing it to come in contact with the 
oil. By pouring in water, the ou will ascend and will flow over 
the edge of the vessel containing the meat into one placed under*^ 
neath to receive it; thus the meat can be easily removed, and the 
oil will not be wasted. Fresh water can be preserved in like 
manner, in situations where it is scarce) by covering its surfrce with 
oil, and by putting bright pieces of iron in it.'* 

SAINT VITUS'S DANCE.— Dr. Watts, an dbinentjphvsician 
of New York, has published a case of this disease in which the free 
exhibition of the tincture of castor, and firm application of flannel 
rollers to the affected extremities, proved successful after the usual 
t|:piitiiipnt^ by the internal use of the Peruviaq bark, generous diet. 
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and cold bath, had totall/ ihiled to aflbrd the fltitall^ rdief. The 
j;ood effects of the rollers, in controlling the irregular action of the 
muscles, be sajs, were rerj apparent; for the sjoiptoms of the 
disease for some time alwajj/s returned when they Were removed or 
slackened. In a few weeks the patient was able to walk. The 
tinctur^e of castor was administered in the dose of two tea^spoonsful 
three times a day in a little watei'. When the symptoms sobsided, 
the volatile tincture of valerian, tincture of iron, and laxative medi- 
cines, were employed to restore the patient io perfect health. 

SUSPENDED ANIMATION /rom DROWNING. —In a 
communication on the means of recovery in eases of sttspensiofi of 
life from submersion, Dr. Stevens, an American physician, recbm* 
mends measures to be immediately adopted to pitMnice respiration,' 
the most e^ectual of which he has founJ to be ^^ foiling the patient 
on^a cask *' ! Why not in a cask ? He condemns the nse or injeo- 
tions of tobacco-smoke into the intestines, a practice which, although 
at one time highly extolled by the Humane Society of this coontry, 
as a powerful auxiliary to the other means, has long been abandoned 
in Europe. 

INFLAMMATION.— A surgeon to a London Hospital itffbrms 
us, that after abandoning fomentations in cases of mflanmatioo 
attendant on accidents, in consequence of having fdnnd their long- 
continued use^ or frequent repetition, to ag^avate the mischfei^ 
aud, in some instances, to promote suppuration, where the ol:geet 
was to efiect resolution ; he has lately round fomentation with warm 
water, continued only ten minutes, highly beneficial, when im* 
mediately followed by an application of a cold lotion, especially the 
common one, of ex tract of lead (two drachms), soft water (one pint), 
and rectified spirit of wine (two ounces). He adds, that the good 
effects of this treatment be attributes to the warm vapomr rilaying 
the irritation of the nerves, and consequently the spasmodic afiectioH 
of the muscular fibres, when the application of cold, or an eva^* 
porating lotion has a most powerful effect on the distended blood- 
vessels. In cases of inflammation of the eyes, and acute rhen* 
matism, he has also found this practice wonderfully benefieial. 

£FFECTS OF Ll6UTNiNG.~The follownig case of injury 
by lightning, communicated by Dr. Stevens, does him more credit 
t ban his remarks on the treatment of suspended animation firom sub* 
roersion. 

*< L Stones was brought into the New York Hospital on the S9Ch* 
April 1818, having been struck with lightning a week previDns on 
board the ship Sea-Fox, Captain Famiiagy off New-Ixmdon. Jt 
pppeared that nis left hand grasped a rope, which he was drawing 
down; his left foot was probably at the same moment raised from 
the deck of the vessel. The electric flhaid, lit descending the rope, 
bad passed dia^^onally across his body firom the left hand to the right 
fool, injuring tn 4ts passage the iatermectiate viscera, and » consi* 
derable breadth of external integuments. A reflected* operation had 
also involved the left side of the neck and head. The wnole snrftM^e 
of the affected skin was blistered, as if with hot water ; and niime* 
irons ppints were scattered over it, reseaibling. pnctares with a fork 
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or nail. TIw poor lellow ^xkibited no 8igii9 of life Ibr eeveral bour« 
aiksr the stroke. . Notbinff bad been done ibr him befbre be was 
brought to the hospital. His skin was heaied and dry, his breathing 
laborious, his pulse strong and frequent, his tongue white and dry, 
and his pupils dilated. LFnder these circarastanees, I directed the , 
vesicated parts to be covered with the ordinary lime-water liniment. 
Venesection and the autipblogistic treatment, together with the 
compound powder ipecac, and antimonials, were accordingly di-* 
reeted. Notwithstanding the typhoid heat of the skin, dilated 
pupil, occasional delirium, and great nervous agitation, the amount 
of bioed drawn within ten days was about 180 ounces r it constantly 
exhibited the buffy coat. The recovery of the patient, a long time 
doubtful, and protracted by great nervous debility, was at length 
completed; and^ at the expiration of seven weeks, except a degree 
of weakness in tbe right knee, his health was perfectly re-esta- 
blished." 

PRU88IC A€ID.~In the last number of the Medical Repository, 
Dr. Uwine has introduced the (lbllowin|g letter on this potent 
remedy, which, he exultiagiy states^ he received from a vetj eminent 
physician in the metropolis, and, *^ as high authority, he feelingly 
legrets that he is not permitted by him to use his name." 

Dear Sir,— I have used the Pruseic acid as prepared by Garden, 
und also at the Hall, in, I believe, between thirti/ and forty cases, 
chiefly pecioraL Its sensible eflbcts in the dose of one or two drops, 
bM^e hardly been perceptible. When carried as flir as four^ it has 
produced Mckness and vomiting, and alsa occasioned head-aefae, 
with some confusion. As to its medicinal powers, I am not inclined 
U^ think highly of it. I hare seen no unequivocal proof of its utility, 
either in pulmonary consumption or cKtarrh, though a few patients 
have thQM^iihemsehes the better for it. But this is probably from 
novelty merely. I could not perceive any effeet froQa it 6a the 
va$ewmr action of the system, and do not see how^ without this^ it 
can ^e^ much in such diseases. I do not consider my experience 
8«eh as t» warrant qay giving my name to this comn)upicat|on« 
I Aall be glad if it is of any use to you in a different way. 

^* I am yours very tralv.** 

It certainly was necessary that Dr. Uwins should have inforiped bis 
readers, that this letter came from an eminent physician ; for there is 
nothing in it that would have led them to have given bin) credit for 
imving so respectable a correspondent, or to attach that consequence 
to it, to which, in his opinion, it is entitled. For our own part, we 
■bouid think there is not an apothecary in London, who woujd not 
be ashamed of the oomposition. Because the Prussic acid bad no 
influence in the vascular systeni, be could not see how it could have 
anj^ iieneficial effect in pectoral complaiqts ! ! It assuredly allay9 
irritation ; and is not this an effect of the first importance in organic 
affections of the lunffs ? I'he acid prepared by Garden, we have 
known exbibited to tne extefit of twentv drops witl^out producing 
any effect whatever ; and on the same patient, the acid obtained at 
the Medical Hall, Piccadijlyj, in the dose of two drops^ had th^ 
happy effects of quieting the dic^ease of the cbeat^ allaying cough, 
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fiicilitatiDg breathing, and ev^n of diminbbinff vascular action. 
The eflfeets of this medicine require to be careuilly watched, and 
the patient, during its use, should be seen at least twice a day. It 
is a most powerful poison, and we advise Dr. Uwins to acquaint 
his high authority, tnat in the hands of ignorance^ it has already 
been productive of the most serious consequences. 

ABSCESS ON THE UPPER SURFACE OF THE LIVER— 
Af r. Blacket, a surgeon of the Royal Navy, on examining the body 
of a man, aged 45, who died of an ^' abscess on the upper surface of: 
the liver, next the diaphragm, to which it adhered,*' discovered a 
needle in it, about an inch long ; towards the point it was of a black 
colour, and rusty about the eye* The man followed the trade of a 
taylor, during his youth. Mr. Blacket supposes that the needle had 
been nearly twenty^rsix years in his body. He had for many years 
complained of a pain in the region of the liver, an4 for the last seven 
years had been subject to cough. Mr. Blacket concludes his 
narrative of the case with the following sensible observation :*^^| It 
is sufficiently obvious that nothing could have saved this man's life, 
as it was out of the question to cut in the dark for a thing, even the 
existence of which could never haye been a priori expected.'* 

FEMALE ABDOMINAL BANDAGES.— Many are the contrir 
vances that have been publicly recommended to the attention of 
females to support the bowels of those who have had many children^ 
or who are disposed to muscular relaxation or corpulency. We have 
heard of patent anatopnical stays, anatomical bandages, female sup^ 
porters, &;c. spoken of in high terpds of commendation by the inven* 
tors; but from those who have ffiven them a trial, we have heard of 
muph serious ineoavenience, and even of prolapsus and rupture being 
produced by their pressing the bowels downwards. We have seen 
a letter from the experienced and observant Dr. Coley,' of Cheltenv 
ham, addressed to Messrs. Baker and Son, in which he states that 
^^^ his experience, which has been extensive, has confirmed the super 
riority^ of their inale and female abdominal bandages over every 
pth^r invention of the kind ; and in the manv cases he has recom^ 
mended them, they haye uniformly answered nis expectation, and 
ffiven perfect sati^iaction td the patients." The importance of this 
bandage In a variety of diseases to which males as well as females 
lire subject, we have noticed in two or three of our earlv numbers* 

MAp^ESIA.— A correpppqdent informs us, that he has found 
the magnesia prepared by Mr. Lockyer, a respectable cheipist of 
London, to answer much better ii| neutralizing ncid matter ip the 
stomach, and iq operating on the bowels, than that prepared by 
Mr.Ileqry of Manchester. The magnesia made t^ Mr.JLockyer 
is so muqh more ponderous than thgt made by Mr. Henry, that a 
tea*spQonful, by weight, is equal to ^ desert-spponful of Mr. ilepry*s. 
It is insol|ible in the dilute sulphuric acid of the College, but 
perfectly so ip sulphuric acid, dil|ited with an equal quantity of 
water- W e suspect that it is made as we have suggested in our 
translatio)! of the London Pharmaqopceia, by decomposing the 
aulphate of magnesia with pure potass^ Mr. liOckyer's magnesia is 
in very fipe ppwder, an^, ^usp^nd^d 4p lyat^r, is yerj j^Ie^saqt tq 
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lhe|>alate» not leaviog any sensation of roughness* Being desirous 
that it should have an extensive trial) he has sent a quantity to the 
Medical Hall, ITl, Piccadilly^ for that purpose. It is coi^siderably 
cheaper than Mr. Henry's preparation, and we must do Mr. Lockyer 
the justice to say, that it is pure. We advise Mr. Henry to. ex-« 
amine it, and if the results should confirm our repoi'ts of it, we shall 
be very happy to give them a place in our work. 

LEECMES.-^We noticed in our S8th number, the 4edth of a 
child in consequence of excessive bleeding by leches, and other 
cases where the puncture of the French leech had proved injurious* 
We are happy to find this has called forth the attention of one of 
the regular cuppers of the metropolis, Mr. Leese, of Creat ftussell 
Street, who has announced to the faculty that he keeps a large quan« 
tity of leeches, and attends personally to apply them* At Birming- 
ham^ we are informed, it is the common practice to apply leeches^ 
and after they come off, cupping glasses over the punctures instead 
of scarification ; and a correspondent assutes tis, that he obtained 
by this method the quantity of blood desired by the physician to be 
abstracted firom the head in a serious case^ after a very excellent 
cupper had completely failed. ^ . 

FiilES. — A Correspondent in Wales Informs us, that in con« 
sequence of observing no flies in the neighbourhood of the place in 
which the pyroligneous acid is prepared, he was induced to place in 
a room of his house, in which they assembled in considerable 
quantitj^, a little of the impure acid, the efiect of which was. they 
almost immediiktely quitted the apartment* lie adds, that be has 
ascertained that the fly-Water^ sold for destroying flies, a solution of 
arsenic and migar in water, attracts flies from a considerable 
distance, and therefore does niuch more mischief thUn good. One 
day he reckoned two hundred dead flies around the saucer con- 
taining the fly-«Water, but he was satisfied that it attracted five 
hundred more than he should have had if he had not used it. 

FRO6S4— A Coi'respondent enquires. What is the most efficaCioua 
method of destroying irogs i We understand that fresh beef cut in 
the shape of small worms, with about a grain of arsenic powderi 
introduced into the centre^ has been employed, for this pui'pose^ 
with sdccess. The pieces are to be distributed oyer the place they 
frequent late in the evdning. 

MEDICAL COMBINATION.— A correspondent M^ho has beeti 
fleeced by the respectable medieval combination at Brighton, has 
forwarded to us the bill which he received from the chemist on 
leaving the town, 1'he amount for three weeks is only 96/. lOs, 6d. 

The following extract is for one day: — 

June 26th, 1810 Six Leeches . . . ^ • • . « . 9 
t Mr« B/s attendance and ap- 
plication of ditto 10 6 

Six Febrifuge Draaghts « . . 19 

One Night ditto. 4 ...<.. 3 O 

An Alterative Bolus . 4 . . 1 6 

An Anerient Draught • • • Si 

Attendance of Dr. — ^-- < • 1 1 

£A 18 
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8TRtCTUltE.--A merdiahtli d«rk, iUptert^nting m iittt>I«fl- 
iant aensation aboUt the prostate gland on evacuating bis bladder^ 
Ancied he had a itrictttre. He accordingly applied to Mr. Lyiich, 
of advel-tising ctjlebritn for his advice. This gentlemriny after 
listening attentiVelr to nis narrative, confirmed his suspicii^n, adding 
Ihat it was k constitatibnal stticture, and thererore the kind to 
which his mode of treatment was applicable. He supplied hink 
with a boiE Of^ medicine, for which he demanded oniy five guineas ! 
It contained tiVd bottles of cdmtnon oil, one of which was titled 
botnnktll oil, and the other oriental oil. With these oils h& was 
direcited tb lubricate both passages by itieans of syringes; and while 
tie was thlis attacking the enemy in his den, be was to swallow a 
qnantity of the medicine contained in the other bottles, (a decoction 
of simple herbs,) in order to annojr him through the medium of the 
constitution. The patient being persuaded by the fafgUrtients of 
MungO, that comtitUiional stricture is the tnere effect of dryness of 
the Dart, he thought that by regularly creasing the passages, he 
ahould effectually reUiove the cause. He accordingly persevered 
mtil he had ejtpended all the money he had been able to save, 
(about thirty pounds,) when he was under the necessitv of applying 
to an hospital,— the hutnane Munsp having declined to give him 
^edlt. He had experienced from this mode of treatment no felief 
Whatevei" ; and on examination of the seat of his complaint, thti 
irtirgeon found him entirely free from stribture, the incnnvtoiehce 
he suffered arising from tumefaction of the ptOstate gland ! t 

&fl*. Lydch, we at« informed, declares, with an air of exultation, 
that he has as mnch right to practise his profession in the hdietro<« 

polis) as the learned msidents of the Colleges of PbysiciaHs and 

Bhhgeons, having ft licenee from gc^ernmeht to dispense his medi« 
cfnes ! We beg to inlbrm him thSt that licebce does Mot authorise 
him to phibtise impositions oh the ignorant and credulous, and thai 
if a patietit were to summon him berore a magistrate^ on the charge 
tf e^ttoHibU and itMostUre, he WOttM meet with his des^s^ 

CHELtENHASt SALTS^ fte. ^c.-^We have received a copy 
of ati Address to the Pablic, Wbitrh has been vei^^ industribuidy cir- 
cUlatcd in Clieltenbaitt, by Mf . Heniy Thompson, 6n the virtues of 
the diffel^nft salts he procures from fais mineral waters by evaporation, 
&c. &c. i&c., at his laboratory at Cheltenham, and on the superiority 
of his baths, ic. Ac* The profound knowledge of pfacticdt che- 
mistry this gentleman boasts of possessing to his Ignorant visitors, 
he supposes tb justify the adoptibn of new chemicat names. — tn 
speaking of KU vapour bath, he says, ** That the vapour arises from 
the constant evaporation of the sutphated saline Water, fhom Which 
his alcaline and magnerian salts are produced," Now the i^ts wi^h 
which his water is impregnated, are all in a neutral state, and there* 
fore the term sutphtUed is improper, for by it a chemist would un- 
derstand that sulpburht acid was in an uncombined state. After 
having been encaged twenty years in evaporating many tons of his 
saline waters daily, tbi» conscientious and observant chemist does 
not seem to be aWare^ that the vapour, *• arising from the evapora- 
tion,*' is free from sslinfe particles, and cannot possess any advantage 
over that from commoa water. The circumstances that entitle the 
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fekl Cheltenhstn salts, made by htm, to a preference, are, Istly, 
** They are obtained by the natural eflfect^ of heatvo evaporate;'* 
2dly, ''coM to cry 9 tall iae;" and, 3dly, "general warmth by steam in 
pipes to effloresce'' !! — roost admirable chemist! His salts, he as- 
serts, consist of alkaline sulphat^-*By this term, a chemist would 
expect to find the article a subsulphate, i. e. an alkali predomi* 
nating« The salt, beariqg this fine sounding name, we find on ex-^ 
amination to be a sulphate of soda — a perfectly neutral salt, differing 
in no respect whatever from the salt vulgarly termed, Glauber salts, 
and which are now sold at Lymington, in Hampshire* at two^pence 
half-penny per pound, biit which^ at Cheltenham, evaporated by 
kemtf and Crystallized by cold, are sold at the moderate price of 
twelve shillings ;-^80 much for fine sounding scientific names. We 
beg to ask the learned chemist, if he ever heard of evaporation with- 
out heat, or of crystallization, in his own scientific language, without 
cx>ld ? The second sort is^ magnesian sulphate, — a name equally as 
ridiculous as the foregoing ; for magnesia, neutralized by the sul^ 
phuric acid, possesses none of the peculiar medicinal virtues of mag- 
nesia^ This salt we find to be the article and nothing but the article 
which is vuigariy termed Epsom salt, and which is now sold at 
Lyssington at two*pence half-penny per poutid. — ^At Cheltenham, 
under the isnposing scientific name of magnesia sulphate, the same 
quantity will bringtwelve shillings ! ! His murio-sulphate of magnesia 
and iron, which is in crystals, be says, are given by nature for the 
mnion of magnesia and iron in crystals, chemistry, he asserts, can- 
not produce*' ! ! In common language, the composition of this salt is 
Epsom salt, and muriate, of iron; what the learned gentleman means 
to infer by " given by nature," we are at a loss to conjecture. — ^If h6 
means to assert that be collects this compound salt in crystals in his 
wells. We can say, that he is the only man in the world that has dis- 
covered it in that state; and that there is not a chemist in this king- 
dom tiiat would not laugh at the idea. If he procures them by 
evaporation by heat, surely then they are produced by chemistry ; 
bat, even in that case, the crystals would form separately, the mu- 
riate of iron being green, (diflfering in no respect from the article 
sold under the name of green copperas, which is now made with the 
muriatic acid, as well as the sulphuric;) — but the iron in the mineral 
waters of Cheltenham we have found to be held in solution by the 
carbonic acid, which^ during evaporation, is dissipated, and the iron 
in consequence precipitated in a power insoluble in water. The mag- 
nesia prepared by him, he says, *' exceeds in virtue all the magnesia 
got from Epsom salts."— We discover not the smaHest difference 
between the magnesia obtained from the Cheltenham water, and that 
from Epsom salt, or sea water: magnesian earth, obtained in different 
parts of this country, is the same. The magnesia sold at sixteen 
shillings a pound at the Medicall Hall in Piccadilly, we assert, will 
operate more efficaciously than that sold at nearly three times that 

Sice by Mr. Thompson, because it is more free from carbonic add. 
ow on adding the Cheltenham magnesia to the dilute sulphuric 
acid, an eflfervescence takes place, — a proof that it is not a pure 
magnesia* DisuUed water, impregnated with magnesia, this learned 
cileniist (lectairei to be **k>nte4Uon^/^ so that we may soon expect 
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to hear of a tonic magnesia^ and of tlie discoverer styling himself a 
physician^ to which, in our humble opinion, his practical remarks 
give him as strong a title us to that of chemist 

Both the carbonate and calcined magnesia this chemist has dis- 
covered '* occasionally mixed in a natural magnesian water." — Cal- 
cined magnesia in a natural magnesian water P.-^This is indeed such 
an extraordinary discovery, that we areaRtonished that Ai; particular 
friend, Mr. Blande, has not noticed it in his Journal of Science. The 
discovery is probably not complete, for he prbmises, ** when he is 
more at leisure, to let a little carbonic acid be given by a soda-water 
machine to this phenomenon of a mixture in common or distilled 
water, in a perfect bright state" ! ! ! — What a most interesting, most 
acientific experiment this will be ! ! We hope it will be made in the 
presence of all his female domestics, and the antiqiiated old maids 
of Cheltenham. 

In an article on the Cheltenham salts, iu an early number, (which 
induced Mr. Thompson politely to send his son to acquaint us with 
his determination to prosecute us both criminally and civilly for the 
libel, but which he civilly declined to do, in consequence of our 
expressing a wish that he would give us an opportunity to justify, 
in a court of justice), we have stated, that we bad been informed by 
a gentleman, residing in Cheltenham, who could prove the fact, that 
many tons of common Glauber*s salts, made at Lymington, were for- 
warded to Cheltenham. This fact may account for the water of 
certain wells not being weakened by the evaporation of nearly two 
tliousdnd gallons daily ! ! ! 

Mr. Thompson, in" consequence of its having been ascertained that 
several shops in London, in Cheltenham, and ind^ elsewhere, sdl 
a spurious article for the real Cheltenham salts, humanely informs 
his readers that ** the real salts are sold at. his laboratory in 
Cheltenham, and at his depot in London." Now, notwithstanding 
the learned chemisfs remarks on the products of nature, and of 
chemistry, we have met with salts which possess all the medicinal 
virtues of the Cheltenham spa. They contain sulphate of soda, 
sulphate of magnesia, muriate of magnesia, and iron; and if 
Mr. Thompson, instead of setting the water aside on the appearance 
of a pellicle, that crystals may form, was to continue the evaporation 
^nearly to dryness, and to add a little muriatic .acid to prevent the 
precipitation of iron on the dissipation of the fixed air, which kept 
it in solution, he might, as Mr. Bevan has long done, obtain a 
product possessing the medicinal virtues of the wat^r. 

JACKSON'S HEPATIC PILLS,— Prepared by Richard Jackson, 
professor of animal medicine ; an infallible remedy for bilious affections, 
eruptions of the skin, nervous head-ache, gout, rheumatism, &c. &c. ** Nearly 
all the diseases that attack the English, have been very jusdy attributed to 
the liver ; but no author,*' says the professor, ** has yet accounted for the 
immediate cause. — ^The fact is, and I hope that my countrymen will ever 
allow me the merit of the most important discovery, the liver, by being over 
stimulated by spirituous liquors, loses its power of discharging the bile; the 
consequence of which is, this fluid becomes acrid, and on being conveyed to 
the blood, excites diseases in different parts of the body ; in the skin, pro- 
ducmg a variety of eruptions ; in the membranes of joints, the fgoni and 
rheumatism.; in the brain, morbid inritati<», and not un&equently iBsani^ ; 
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IB the stomadiy indigestioii ; and when all these come bio action together, 
fevers of the most malignant kind ensue, putting to defiance all regular 
treatment '* ! ! If his readers should think his opinions unworthy of notice 
because they come from a professor pf animal medicine, he says, " I can 
tell them, tnat to animal medicine the medical profession of this country is 
indebted for many important discoveries ; to it Mr. Abernethy is indebted 
for his foecial doctrines '* ! I The Hepatic Pills, he assures his readers, 
** operate immediate^ on the seat of the disease, and by enabling the liver 
to disgoree it of peccant bile» thereby effectually restore the patient to 
heahh. The cures they have effected have been so astonishing as to sur^ 
prise himself. — Lords and ladies flock to hhn to acknowledge their superior 
efficacy, and many a young lady is indebted to their purifying effects on the 
akin, and the sweetening effects on their breath, for the present exahed 
stations they enjoy in life ' ! I On examining these pills, we find Uiem to 
be composed or the oamtnoii hone aloes, and ginger powder ! ! ! — The contents 
of a three shilling and sixpenny box cost the profe$$or three farthings ! ! — So 
much for the conscience of a professor of animal medicine. 

A popular aperient pill is no doubt necessary, and no form being given in 
any of our Pharmacopoeias for one, all retail chemists have some nostrum 
of the kind. The Bengal aperient antibilious pills we have recommended 
in some of our former numbers, because they are the composition of a phy- 
sician, who, during his residence in the East Indies, had found them very 
beneficial ; and we have met with many gentlemen, medical and non-medical, 
who have derived more benefit from them than any other medicme. They 
not only efiectually empty the intestinal canal, but the appearance of the 
fences, and the improved state of health that follow their use, prove that 
they act on the vbcera, and that they are a good constitutional pnysic. 

REPORT OF DISEASES.— Dysentery and bilious diarrbcea 
baye, within the three last weeks, been very prevalent ; and we 
have heard of the latter havinff proved fatal to many out-patients 
of the London Hospitals and Dispensaries. The chalk mixture 

Eenerally resorted to, (after an aperient) has generally proved 
urtful, by increasing the attendant fever, and producing a most 
distressing sensation of oppression and fulness in the epigastric 
regions. The saline mixture in a state of effervescence, we have 
found particularly grateful and refreshing to the patients, and 
uniformly to check the violence both of dysentery and diarrhoea. It 
has been used more as the common beverage than as. a medicine. 
In some instances, attended with considerable thirst and fever, it 
has been taken to the extent of three pints in the course of twelve 
hours. Its effects in allaying spasms of the stomach, and dimi* 
nishing the frequency of evacuations, were very evident. At 
Margate, Brighton, and Worthing, bowel complaints, as they are 
termed, have been very general; and under the care of routine 
physicians, who t^ink of nothing but chalk in such cases, it has 
proved very obstinate. Small pox continues to prevail throughout 
the island, and the contagion not being resisted bj subjects, who 
had gone through vaccination to the perfect satisfaction of the 
medical men who communicated the disease, instances of fiiilurea 
of the cow pox have in every county so multiplied, that thej no 
long^er excite attention. The demand for cow pox matter at the 
Jifational Vaccine Institution, has in consequence nearly ceased* 
In Norfolk, the failures of cow pox, and the fetal termination of 
small pox, have been, and we are 'fearful continue to be very 
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numerout. Many goutj subjects wbo have bad recowrae to the 
eau medic inale and other ve^^etable poisons, Co procare a respite from 
pain, complain oF being constantly subject to flying gouty pains, and 
of general debility of the muscular .system. Some have been 
restored to health, by persisting in tne use of the mixture of 
Peruvian bark, lime water, &c. recommended by the late Dr. 
Hutchinson, ofDublin, (noticed in our 29th number). Galvanism and 
the factitious gases in cases of general nervous debility and dropsy, 
have been very successfully employed. The late Dr. Willan ana 
others, supposed that these remedies bad had a bir trial under tha 
direction of a Mr. Wilkinson and the late Dr^ Beddoes, and that 
the results were such, that oould not induce any thinking pbjsi^ 
cian to repeat their eKperiments. Subsequent experience has 
pro?ed that these remedies were never judiciously administered, 
but that they were merely puffed off to attract tae attentiep of 
invalids ; they were, in fact, used as baiUy to entrap the credulpos 
and unwary. Galvanism, being an immediate application to the 
primary moving powers of the system, is doubtless an important 
remedy, and under the superintendance of IVf • La Baume, has been 
administered in cases of debility with the most decided bene6t^ 
indisputable evidence of which have appeared in our pages. Wt 
have abo met with many cases of dropsy, (Tronic difficulty of 
breathing, and general debility^ in whicli oarygene inhaled to the 
extent of two gallons daily, has speedily rettcmd the patients to 
health. In the cure of fluor albus, chronie gleet and dropsy of the 
extremities, the saturated tincture of aubebs maintains its high 
character. In cases of chronic indigestion, attended with symptoms 
of dropsy and general debility, a mixture of the saturated tincture 
of cubebs and tincture of rhatany root (in the dose of two tea- 
spoonsful three times a day, in a wine glass of the decoctioo of 
marshmallow root) has effected wonders, by invigorating the 
stomach, and increasing the secretion of urine. 

In several cases of dironic rheumatisD;!, friction^ every night and 
morning, hy means of the galvanic brush, (mentioned in a former 
number) has succeeded in a short time after the warm bath, stimu- 
lating liniments, and internal stimulating sudorifios had totally failed. 
In incipient consumptive cough, we have found the Lettuce Loaenge^ 
recommended Jby Dr. Duncaa of Edinburgh, very beneficial. Asa 
reanedy for toota«ache, we frequently reeeive the BMMt &vourable ra» 
ports of the immediate effects of Mr. Perry's Essenpe, an account of 
which we have given in our first number. In cases of relaxation of 
the abdominal muscles, of weakness of the stomachy and sciatica, 
both in males and females, the abdominal bandage invented by Mr^ 
Baker has afforded the most essential and permanent benefit-*-it not 
only supports the abdominal viscera, bnt the back bone ; and many 
invalids who were not able to walk across their chambers, have, since 
they adopted it, walked many miles with the oMSt perfect ease, and 
have found their general beaitii proportionaUy itnpreved. Many 
gentlemen who take great exercise in the pursuit of game, assure ns^ 
that, by the use of this bandage, the^ have been enaUod to MIevr 
their favourite pursuit a mudi longer time, and on their ceinrn hooM 
have not experienced the smallest fiitigue. 
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Of Sir GILBERT BLANE, Bart, 



Phynoiim io the Prince Megent, Pretident of the Medict^I and Chirvr^ical 
aadety afLonden, Fettowofthe Reyal Soeieiy of London and Edinburgh, 
u Proprietor of ike Royal IngtihUiam, Member of the Imperial Academy 

' of Sieienee$ of St» Peterahuryh, Author of a Treatise on the Bieeasa if 
Seam^f ^c.JBlamfnU ofMedietULoffiCf ^S;o., a Idoeniiaie of the MmftU 
College of Phgridtms, ^ jfo. 



Thii deservedly celebrated phjrsioian is a yoanger son of Gilbert 
Blaoe, £8q., of Blaiie6eld, in A^hire* ^ At the age of fourteen, bis 
*$iiher sent him to Edinburgh with the yieir of educatinr him for the 
ehureh, but, after pursuing his acaderaieal studies for five years, be 
directed his attention to medicine, and the remainder of his residence 
(five years) he devoted to the diSbrent branches of that science. A 
^w years before he quitted this universitj, he ranked so high in 
the estimation of the professors and his fellow-students, for his 
medical aequirements and acuteness of comprehension, that he was 
elected one of the presidents of the Medical Society, an hcinour very 
rarely conferred on one so young. This celebrated establishment 
comprises all the rising talents of the university, at a seminary where 
there are seldom less tnan four hundred students devoted to medicine 
alonO; to obtain so honourable ^ preferment, the individual must 
not only possess very superior merit, but in conduct be particnlarly 
^rrectf His period of office was marked by a circumstance which 
redounds greatly to his credit, viz. that of being selected to deliver 
an oraUon^ on laying the foundation stone of a new hall for the 
society, in the year 1776, at which was convened all the circle of 
the vniversity^ as well as the leading characters of thai metropolis^ 
which rendered it an arduous task. 

Having gone through the necessary discipline, and obtained the 
degree of Al. D. at this celebrated school of medicine, he repaired to 
Jxindon, where he attended to the practice of the different nospitals 
for the period of two years, en the expiration of which he entered 
into the naval service. In 1779 he embarked with Sir George 
jftodn^y (afterwards Lord Rodney) on an expedition to the > West 
Indies, as Sir George's friend and physician, and as a vpltfnteer in 
the public service. This enterprise' laid the foundatitm of his 
fopttqne and his character as an a6le physician, for sohitfhlywas 
lljs conduct esteesaed bv< thn gallant admiral, that after bis first 
victory, where Sir Gilbert's medical services ^ere highly con* 
spiciious, he was appointed by him pl)ysician to the fleet, a situation 
of the highest trust and responsibility, which he continued to hold 
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with] equal credit and advantage to tbe service, to the conclusion of 
the war in 1783. With that renowned commander, who, in that 
memorable war, carried the naval glory of the country to the highest 
pitch, he was present at no less than six general engagements. During 
this long ana arduous duty. Sir Gilbert kept a regular account of 
the diseases and their treatment, as well as the mortality in the fleet 
and the hospitals, which he afterwards published. I^his work is 
distinguished by just observations, accurate discrimination, judicious 
treatment of diseases, and the tried experience which pervades it. 
By this publication he has contributed more than any other writer 
to the improvement of naval medicine ; indeed, it has been justly 
said, and is universally allowed by naval practitioners, that through 
the exertions of this author, naval medicine is rendered easy and 
simple. By the wise and judicious regulation he adopted in the 
service for the prevention of disease, the British fleets have of late 
years been unusually free from the maladies to which sailors are 
liable. Febrile contagion, the ravages of which were formerly so 
luarrid,* are now quickly checked ; and scurvy, the pest of our fleets 
and armies, and which has often arrested the arm of conquest in its 
.proudest career, is now almost unknown in the longest voyages; 
(^ven under a vertical snn, the seamen in the royal service feeKng a 
security front disease, superior to any other situation. On the con- 
clusion of the i^ar, such was the strong impression of his services oit 
f.he minds of the flag ofiicers and the captains of the West India 
fleet, the witnesses and companions of his toils and exertions, that 
he was unanimously recommended by them to the Board of Ad- 
miralty, with the request that his services might be remunerated by 
Uis Majesty in an adequate manner, through their official applica- 
tions, which was accordingly complied with, by th^ grant of a pen- 
sion, no half'pay being then established. 

' His. official career being ended, Sir Gilbert settled as a physician 
in London, and was soon honoured, with the appointment of Phy- 
sician to St. Thomas's Hospital, through the warm recommendation 
of his patron, [^ord Rodney, and* his intimate friends Sir Heniy 
Ualfbrd and the late Dr. Saunders. The duties of this important 
4^ce he discharged with great credit to himself^ and benefit to the 
patients. In 1785, during the time he held the appointment, he 
published the work to which we have alluded, on the various cam- 
l^igns in which he had been so actively engaged, the result of his 
discoveries, experience and practice in the service. He was soon 
afterwards, on the application of the Duke of Clarence, appointed 
Physician Extraordinary to the Prince Regent ; and the following 

fear, he had the further pceferment of Physician to the Household, 
le was eveii selected, as a mark of His Royal Highness's confi- 
deiice, to proceed to Spa, for the purpose of attending the Dake of 
Cumberland, then dangerously ill at that watering place. So highly 
to jthe fHitisfaction of the Prince was this mission executed, that he 
had nie^, im a mark of his royal fevour, the higher appointment of 
Physieiai^ to his person; and accordingly, in several severe illnesses, 
be has had ^ bpAour of being one of the physicians in attei|dwc9 
upon him* 
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Nor was hk experience in naval affairs, and the excellent regu« 
lations he had recommended in that service, now forgotten ; for, on 
the appointment of Lord Spencer, as First Lord of the Admiralty^ 
he was called to be one of the Commissioners of the Sick and Hurt ; 
and to him principally was owing the new modelling of this branch 
of the public service. The duties of this important station he cou«i 
tinued to execute, with equal advantage to the state, as credit to 
himself, till the peace of Amiens, a reduction of all the naval esta- 
blishments having then taken place. Soon after this, his pension 
was doubled on a representation of the Board of Admiralty to tlie' 
King in Council. 

In conjunction with the King*8 physicians, and other leading 
characters, he drew up the regulations on the subject of quarantine, 
which formed the basis of the Act of Parliament on this head* His 
advice was likewise resorted to on the proper mode of accommo- 
dating the convicts in the hulks at Woolwich, to prevent th&^ 
progress of infection, in the year 1800. For the same purpose he 
officially visited Newgate, hy the authority of the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department. f 

The army from Egypt was transported to Britain, in the manner 
pointed out by him, at the desire of the Secretary for War and 
Colonies, to avoid the danger of importing the plague into this 
country. The Board of Controul applied for his suggestions, in 
ameliorating the regulations of the medical service in India ; and 
the transports carrying the convicts to Botany Bay were, under his 
direction, fitted up so as to lessen the mortality of former voyages^ 
by a free ventilation and cleanliness, which he was called upon to 
do by a warrant from the Secretary for the Home Department ; and 
the success of his plan was so complete, that no contagious disease 
bcoke out during the whole voyage. 

The Committees of the House of Commons have also occasionally 
requested his opinion on various important subjects. . During the 
scarcity of 1799 and 1800, his advice was requested, as may be seen 
on the Bread Report of that period; and at the same time he. pub- 
lished a small tract, to correct the popular prejudices, then enters 
tained, and with such danger to the country, on the subject of 
forestalling and combination. His taste for general knowledge, as 
here exemplified, was probably iiubibed at the Speculatiye Society 
of Edinburgh, of which he was a member. This Institution was 
then in its infancy, and still exists. It has been chiefly composed of 
gentlemen bred to the bar, and may be considered as the hot-bed 
of those talents, which have been so conspicuous for some years in 
the Scottish metropolis. 

It is believed, that on his first outset in life he owed much to the 
kindness and favour of the late Dr. W. Hunter^ and that be has at 
all times been deeply indebted to the warm friendship of the late 
Sir W. Farquhar. He could certainly boast some of the most 

Eowerful connexions in political life ; and he afterwards fell into 
abits of private intimacy, as well as professional confidence, with 
the late Mr. Windham, the late Lord Liverpool, and other cha- 
racters eminent for their rank and talents. This is the mor.c 
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remarkable, tliat one of initially bred iti the rou^ti school of naval 
service, should have been able to adapt himself so readilj to the 
manners and habits of the great. But possessed of sound judgment,' 
a sedateness, and rather reserved dehaeahour, Sir Gilbert displays 
that manner, which bespeaks otie fitted for (confident^, and inhere 
the s^crets-of the individual tna^ dt all tihtes be dej^osited with safety, 
ilrhether of an importabt or trivial nkture. He is not one of those 
-who have recommended themselves by exterior address: btit a 
' prudent taciturnity is a great recommendation, in the higher drcles, 
of a physician; and will ever ptote an introductioil with those who 
know the world, and have acted much in it. Such nlen are less apt 
to have those mollia tempora, which lead to openness and disclosure; 
and the^ form a species of character well adapted for professional 
liie. Sir Gilbert s practice is accordingly one of the first in the 
metropolis in point of value and high standing; ^nd if he cannot 
boast the extent of a Farquhar, he can claim equal respect and 
estimation. 

But the high bpiriion erttertained ot Sit Gilbert's pt-ofesstoHal 
knowledge, and the public confidence reposed in him by government, 
Was most strongly instanced in the unfortunate Walchdren bdsirt^ss^ 
when they were at a stand how to act, and what measures to adopt, 
before coming to any final resolution, and without regard to th^ 
teports of the army medical officers, Sir (jr. wks despatched to givd 
such an opinion, as should determine the ministry on their fliturd 
conduct. This was a nice and delicate tnlssion. it was neir, that 
a naval physician should either interfere with, br supersede the first 
army medical authorities. 

The report he made, With the ii^ncurrencd of the dl^mj phy^U 
cians, determined the intentions of govertitnebt. The expeditioii 
was immediately abandoned, too late to repair past evils, Dot iit a 
moment when the fiirther foetseVerance in it tiilght have entailed 
greater. Sir G. had thus tne satis&ction of being instrumental ill 
toying the lives of thousands; and bis Report, Which he has 
published, was rewarded with a liberal remuneration by govei^n- 
roettt, and the thanks of the Commnndek' in Chief, ofilcialfy gtveit 
throtigh the War-office. The sense of this and othetr services 
seetns to baVe made an impression oh the mind of the Ih-irtee 
Regent, who was pleksed to promote him to the dignity of a 
iMironet. 

Such has been the process of Sir Gitbeirt as an official chat^cter : 
We have still tO trace him in another View, as devoted to pt-ofes- 
sional literature. Besides the impottant publieatioO noticed, whieh 
may be considered as his great work, he is the author Of liti 
ingenious Lecture on Muscular Motion, read before the ROyal 
Society iit 1788. In this he has ^one a step farthei" \hM precedfog 
WHters; aMd some of his positions have been challenged by 
Professor Monro, of £dihburgh — a proof of the estimation attached 
to it b)r that celebrated character. The article Musde Also, ih the 
Ericyclopiedia fiWtannica. is from his pen, and claims eqilal merit. 
Several valuable papera he has also communicated to the foohlid, 
through the channel of the Transactions of a Society for the 
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Improvement of MTedidbl and Slirj^ical KnoWleilffe; and in the 
collection of papers relating to infection, by Dr. Clafke, of New-^ 
eaitle* 

The fourth TOliime of the Medicml &rtd Chirarglc(il Transactions, 
contains a long^ communication fh)tti him, on the prevailing^ Diseases 
ef the Metmpolis ibr the last twetity years, a paper of much 
interest and professional utility, shewing the same attentive observa<» 
tion, as his oflScial work^. The scarcity in the years 1799 and 1800, 
in Consequence of being consulted on tne subject by the Committee 
of the House of Commons, eng^aged his attention, in common with si 
number of other publie characters ; and in his treatise, at that 
]^iod, he has poiilted out the best means of meeting the pressure 
of the eVil, and of Iratlquillicing the lowi^r orders. 

. He has lately favoured the literary world with a Treatise on 
Medical Logic, which displays great depth of reasoning and 
oHginaiitj. The chapters, on the energies peculiar to animal life, 
oU the diversity of constitutions, on the difficulty of appreciating 
the efforts of nature, and of discriminating them from art, on 
superstitiol), and on the fallacy of testimony, are highly intcrestin*^; 
The valuable parts of this Work we shall concentrate for an early 
number. 

As a proof how highly the professional abilities of Sir Gilbert ar6 
held by his late teacner, Professor Duncan, of Edinburgh, may be 
noticed the tomplitaient that distinguished physician has paid nim, 
by dedicating to him his late Treatise on Pulmonary Consumption. 

The testimonies of public approbation, which this respectable 
lUdtvidual has received, have not been confined to his own country. 
The subjects of public police and national interest, on which he has 
been oonsnlted from abroad, haye gained him the honourable 
lioti6^ of the sovereigUs of Russia, Prussia, and even the President 
l^f the UAited States of America. The two former presented him 
\lrilh gold medals, expressive of their high sense of his professional 
lliei^it; iind the last wrote him a letter of thanks with his own hand. 
To his own sovereign he has been personally known for more than 
<Mie half his reign, and received irom him every attention ; and he has 
lor a length of time enjoyed the esteem and particular confidence of 
the t^rince Reg;ent. 

The pfescriptions of Sir Gilbert are neat and chemical, and 
)[>1atnly shei^ his object to be the speedy recovery of his patients, 
tihd not merely to amuse their minds for the purpose of enriching 
himself. 

QALVANISM.— Dr. De Sanctis, (an Editor of an interesting 
periodical work, published in London every fortnight, under the 
title of VApe Jtatfana n Lotidra,) to whom we are indebted for 
many valuable remarks on cutaheous diseases, and the effects of suN 
l^hnroUs fuhiigation, has favoured us with the following translation 
of a letter he lately addi^essed to Professor Aidini, of Bologna, on 
the subject of GalvaUism. 

" My dear Friend and Colleague,— Since your departure from 
London, the Royal HumaOe Society have thought proper to appoint 
a comtnissioa to examine the construction and to consider the most 
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appropriate use to which your new galvanic piles can be applied,' 
principally in caees of suspended animation. You have probably^ 
bj this time, read in the eleventh number of the ^ Ape Italianaa 
Londra,' the names of those who compose it. As mine happens to 
be amon^t them, I feel myself urged by a new stimulus to defend, 
from no light objections, the instruments, the first models of which, 
together with their ingenious maker, Mr. Massi, ^ou were pleased 
to recommend me.— For if the friendship by which we are united, 
the honour of our countrv, and the love of mankind, before induced 
me to become the champion of your labours, — gratitude to the Royal 
Humane Society for the honour conferred upon me, and the interest 
which I ought to take in every measure of medical police to which I 
might be called in a country which has generously afforded me ho6« 
pitalitv, at present impose on me an equal obligation. 

^^ The objections made against the step-pile (pila a scaletta), origi- 
nated with Mr. Massi and myself, although we were earnestly de- 
sirous of supporting it ; the English philosophers did but repeat 
what was observed on this subject in the above-mentioned Journal* 
But some of them attacked violently even the neck-lace pile (pila a 
corona); and an individual declareci, in a very interesting journal 
of popular medicine (The Monthly Gazette of Health), that this 
could never be useful, but rather injurious in medical practice. The 
principal accusations were the following: — in the neck-lace pile, 
the developement of the galvanic power is in the highest degree 
rapid and intense, but is dissipated almost entirely berore it is pos- 
sible to make the requisite application of it in a proper manner; the 
necessity recurs every moment of reinforcing it by moistening and 
squeezing the sponge, with no slight inconvenience to the by- 
{ftanders. with unavoidable interruption of the operation, and with 
constantly increasing irre«^ularity in the action and its duration. I 
could not deny, in part, the truth of these remarks ; and to weaken 
in some measure their force, t was satisfied at first with observing, 
that the skill of the fralvamser, and practice in the management.of 
the pile, would dimihish and almost remove these inconveniences* 
But in the course of time, and with observation, it appeared that 
they depended more than was supposed upon the imperfection of the 
instrument itself. Conceiving then that some intei^nal i^ause of dis- 
sipation would be found in an instrument capable of surpassing even 
in permanence of effect the o^alvanic troughs, — as.in fact, on account 
of its external isolation^ it did surpass them in rapidity and int^sity; 
it was not difficult to discover it in the silken twist, which, as soon 
as moistened with the prepared fluid, must become a perpetual and 
no weak conductor from pole to pole. 

'^ Meanwhile it did not appear difiicult to me to remedy this in- 
convenience ; and I proposed to Massi to construct three new piles, 
one with plates strung with simple silken twist, one with horse-hair 
twist, ana the third with twist of oiled silk. Experience, I said to 
myself, will point out in which of the three the polar condensations 
will be best preserved. When the piles were made, operating in the 
usual way, a great difference in duration was found between the 
former piles and the new ones ; not so great, however^ between the 
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latter compared with each other^ yet always to the advantag^e, 
coeteris paribus, of the twist of oiled silk* I will describe to you, 
on another occasion, the process which Massi employed to make in 
the best way the twists, and the oil which was found preferable ; at 
present it is better to proceed to another improvement in the con- 
struction, which has been not less useful than the first. If the rapi- 
dity of metallic oxydation does not consume too quickly the prepared 
fluid fitting the capillary spaces, certainly the fuming, whicn always 
accompanies the process, does not fail to expel the remainder in the 
form of froth. It is true, that by squeezing a sponge on the top of the 
column, the attracting spaces were easily replenished ; but, I could 
not help asking, What is the advantage of those spaces ? It is true 
that they absorb more quickly the prepared fluid, that they put it 
in immediate contact with the plates ; but is it worth while to lose 
certainly in permanency, and perhaps in regularity of successive de- 
Telopement, in order to gain a few moments in rapidity at the 
coannencement ? And of what advantage will the application, a 
]ittla anticipated, ever be, if it is afterwards to be every now and 
then suspended ? And who knows whether successive and frequent 
interruption would not negative all the effect of gulvanisra,^espe- 
eiailyin the most interesting cases of suspended animation, in which 
perbapfs the good effect of every other remedy hitherto employed is 
owin^ not a little to the uninterrupted application ? In opposition 
to this reasoning, the idea occurred to me that perhaps the \vnter 
acidulated, in the usual proportion of the acid, might not be able to 
produce an effect of equal intensity when the spaces were excluded. 
Well, I replied to myself, if the capillary tubes of the cloth do not 
attract the prepared Auid sor^pidly, or at least do not freely put it 
in immediate contact with the metals, let us endeavour to obtain a 
compensation i^i the greater proportion of the acid. The proportion 
was increased by degrees, and it was found that when raided to |, 
Bot only was the former rapidity obtained, but shortly afterwards 
even g^reater intensity of power and uniform permanence of effect 
for half an hour, and this by the mere immersion of the pile, without 
disuniting the plates, without the necessity of wiping off the con- 
stant froUi witn a linen cloth, without inconvenient fuming, without 
occasion for refreshment, and after only ten or twelve seconds of 
immersion. Comparing in this new construction the pile with twist 
of simple silk with those with twist of oiled silk and hair, it was 
Ibundthat the first never arrived at the maximum of the intensity of 
power of the other two; and that in a quarter of an hour at most it 
was already exceedingly weakened." (To be continued.) 

Dr. Nicnolson, some years ago, gave galvanism a very extensive 
trial in cases of deafness arising fi*om nervous debility; and it ap- 

Cars by his reports, that in every case he found it more or less 
neficialr The fi>llowing communication confirms Dr. Nicholson^s 
flatement of the efficacy of this remedy in that species of deafness 
termed nervous, 

*^ Sirs, — The opinion of Mr. Abernethy, on the practice of 
making the diseases of the organs of sense distinct branches 
of the inedical profession, was noticed in your valuable pages 
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some time ago. In tbecase of ibe eai% for instance, the knaw** 
ledge of its anatomy and physiology is certainly a qualiOcaUon, but 
i)ot the only one required for the judicious treatment of the diseases 
of that organ. The sciences of pathology and medicine are also 
unquestionably necessary, otherwise those disorders to vhieh the 
ear is subject will be treated merely as local maladies, arising from 
accidental causes, without any regard to the general state of health* 
That this has frequently been the case, I may safely assert en the 
testimony of numerous respectable individuals, who have from time 
to time consulted me in cases of deafness, and who have made heavy 
complaints of the enormous expences they have incurred by a mode 
of treatment which had eventually proved wholly ii\effic.lent. That 
there are some disorders peculiar to the organs of hearing which 
require surgical ald^ is an undeniable truth, but from an experience 
of more than eighteen years, I can confidently affirm that these sort 
of cases will be found comparqiivdy few* The more frequent 
causes of deafness U\\ more immediately under the province ef ike 
physician and surgeon^apothecary than the surgeon^aurist^ or 
operative electrician. Among the numerous applications from 
persons labouring under deafness, I have found very/ns instancea 
which re<}uire topical remedies, the diminished sensorial power 
having originated either in dyspeticj hepaiiCf or nervous disorders^ 
and were therefore, in slight cases, remedial under the ordinary 
treatment of the gener at practitioner n But in long-continued 
visceral derangement and extreme |feneral debility, with a coitn 
respondent defective energy of the auditory nerves, and an obstructed 
eustachian tube, I have successfully employed the extraordinary 
agency of electricity and galvanism* In the most common cause of 
deafness, that arising from redundant or indurated cerumen, the 
simple prescription of the celebrated Dr, Harriot, is, in mv humUe 
opinion, preferable to any other solvent. ^ A tea«spoonful, says the 
doctor, ^ of warm water poured into the ears, and suffered to con^ 
* tinue for a minute or two in them every night, will often produce 
' extraordinary effects. This is a more expeditious solvent of the 
^ ear-wax than upwards of seventy other memstrums that were tried* 
<Let a pinch of the following snuff be taken immediately after:-* 
' Take of white hellebore root, a scruple, and euphorbium, two 
^ grains — a sternutatory powder,* The doctor adds, ^ that if warm 
< water will not remove deafness (this species of it), after using it 
^ some weekS| nothing that is put into the ears will do it.* But in 
deafness originating in a disordered state of the digestive organs, or 
of the nervous system, the use of the syringe, or the employment of 
topical remedies, have far more frequently been productive of harm 
than good. In such cases the ailment arising from a constitutional 
cause, no more belongs to the department of a sux^eon^auristy or 
operative electrician^ than gout to that of a chiropedist. The truth 
of these observations, gleaned as it has been fit>m long experience^ 
will be pretty clearly illustrated by the following cases. 

'« Case 1. D. L, C. Esq. BoUd-street, the 97th dav of March last, 
consulted me on his case* He was nearlv quite deaf of the left ear, 
aud partiaUy SQ of the right. He waa about 3& y^ars of age, of a 
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robust form, and of a phlegmatic temperament. He had laboured 
under this infirmity for four years. He was at first, he said, troubled 
with jariddiness in the head, a singing noi^e in the ears, with 
occasional dimness of sight. The ccruminous secretion became 
deficient, and the sensorial, power diminished rapidly. He had 
consulted several aurists, at different times, who hud invaria!)ly 

Erescribed local applications to the ewr, which, instead of aflfording 
im any reliefs rather increased his deafness. Upon making 
minute enquiries as to the various symptoms of his complaint, 
I was fully convinced that his disorder originated in indigestion^ and 
atated that to him as my opinion. He was at first surprised at this 
intimation, but afterwards admitted that he had, during the whole 
period of his maladjr, experienced much distress of stomach, from 
aciditv, flatulence and nausea, and that his bowels had been fre- 
c^uently irregular. This gentleman was galvanised for the first 
time on the S7th of March last, on the stomachy and the immediate 
effects astonished him. On the following dav he was enabled to 
hear his watch tick on the left side, at the distance of his arm's- 
length, .though before he could not hear the tick when the watch 
came even in contact with the ear. By the regular use of galvanism 
for a few weeks, he not only recovered his hearing, but also his 
general health — a blessing which he now values more highly than 
the possession of sensorialpower. 

" Case 2. G. M. Esq. Portland Place, forty years of a^e, of a 
sanguine temperament, of a robust form, and of a plethoric habit, 
was recommended to me on the 13th of July, 1818, by. a surgeon of 
the first eminence. He had been deaf for more than twenty years. 
The account he gave me of the origin and the then symptoms of his 
complaint, led me to conclude that his deafness was occasioned by 
Aepa/Zc disease. On particular examination, I found no ceruminous 
secretion in either the right or the left ear: the tympanum of neither 
could be inflated. He could not hear the tick of a watch in the 
mouth, or when placed on his teeth. This gentleman had lately 
returned from India, after more than twenty vears' residence in 
that country. During that period he had been frequently attacked 
with inflammation of the liver, and other disorders peculiar to 
warm climates; and since his arrival home, he had been constantly 
obliged to have recourse to mercurial and other powerful remedies, 
to excite the bowels, the biliary secretion being inadecj^uate to sti* 
roulate the intestines to proper evacuations. In addition to this 
affliction, which was a fruitful source of many distressing feelings 
in the head, stomach, and other parts of the body, he was obliged 
to place himself under the care. of the medical gentleman who 
recommended him to me, for a stricture of the urethra and gleet, 
which he had been ^iven to understand were the symptoms attendant 
on his liver complainL Before I applied the galvanism, I requested 
the patient to try how far he coula hear my watch from each ear. 
He was sensible of the ticking of it, when abopt three inches from 
the right ear, but required the pressure of the watch on the left ear 
to convey the sound to the sensorium. I then requested hiui not to 
put it to his ears for a fortnight^ that he mi^ht be the better able .to 
judge if his power of hearing increased. In three weeks after tlie 
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employment of galvanism as a constituiioDal remedy, the seoretion 
of bile was increased, and the bowels were fully restored to their 
.proper action without the aid of any medicine. At the expiration 
of a fortnight. I requested him to try how. far he could near my 
watch on the right ear. He said he was sensible of the improvement 
in his hearing — that all his friends had remarked the^ change, and 
that he could now distinctly hear my watch tick as^ it lay on the 
table. He however put it to the right ear with the right nand, and 
then rapidly withdrew it totlie fullest extent of his arm. On trying 
the watch to the left ear, I found the amendment comparatively 
trifling; he could not withdraw it more than three inches — a cir* 
cumstance, however, that afforded hopes of further improvement. 
In short, when the patient was perfectly cured of his liver complaint, 
he fully recovered the hearing of the right ear, but the left was not 
restored to equal capability* 

^^ This gentleman ^lea on me a few months ago with a friend 
of his, to consult me on a case similar to his own, and he then in« 
formed me that he had, ever since be left me (the Slst of August, 
1818), enjoyed perfect health, and fully retained his powers of 
hearing. 

" Case 3. — A . Esq. Gray's Inn, being an eminent solicitor, of 

very extensive business, bad, by his great application to professional 
duties, brought upon himself a nervous complaint. This gentleman 
c;ame to me in the summer of 1817; be was of a spare habit, of an 
active mind, and about 40 years of age. He had experienced a 
gradual loss of hearing for about two years. In its first approaches 
it was attended with a buzzing noise in the ears, and defective 
secretion of cerumen. He could inflate the tympanum, and hear 
the ticking of a watch at the distance of about three inches from 
both ears, which were equally affected. There was no induration of 
oerumen. The auditory nerves had lost their tone, and the nervous 
system, having suffered from too great excitement^ had sunk into a 
state of exhaustion. In this case I recommended the patient nervines, 
and employed electricity as a constitutional remedy. He, however, 
abstained from taking the medicines I had ordered, and notwith- 
standing the omission, by electricity alone^ he perfectly recovered 
both his health and hearing in three weeks, — a circumstance that 
left no doubt on my mind that his disorder was purely nervous. In 
this, as well as the preceding and succeeding cases, the ordinary 
local remedies had been employed, without any advantage whatever. 

*' Case 4. Amongst the numerous cases of obstructed eustachian 
tube whicb I have known, a very singular instance of successful 
treatment occurred about three years ago, while I superintended a 
public Institution. Mr. Joseph Ridges, seventy-six years of age, 
of a very spare habit, much emaciated, labouring under the 
infirmities of old age, bent down, bald headed, and toothless; but 
nevertheless in the possession of tolerable health. He stated to me 
that he had become deaf in consequence of having been buried in 
snow, for several hours, about forty years back, and that by the left 
ear he never afterwards heard any sound whatever. He began to 
lose the hearing of the right ear about twenty- three years ago, bdt 
19 his then state he could not hear the ticking Of a watch, either in 
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his mouth or when placed close to his ears. With the greatest 
efforts he could not at all inflate the tympanum of either ear. 
Upon the whole, I conceived this case to be a hopeless one; but he 
having known several instances of recovery of deaf patients who 
had been under my care, he determined to make a trial, though I 
assured him there was not the least prospect of his obtaining any benefit. 
He attended regularly for eleven times, during which, I employed 
electricity as a mechanical stimulus along the course of the eusta- 
chian tube. On the succeeding day he called again; and my 
servant in his usual way vociferated in his ear, " How do you fincl 
yourself?" he smiled and said, *• you need not hollow so loud, for 1 
can now hear as well as you can.*' I confess I was astonished at 
this declaration, and on making enquiry, he gave me a circumstantial 
detail of particulars attending the sudden and perfect recovery of 
hearing of that ear, which had been totally deaf for forty years. 
From this extraordinary success, I was encouraged to proceed with 
the other ear, and I had the satisfaction of restoring that also, in a 
sudden manner , in a fortnight after. This singular recoveiy made 
no inconsiderable noise among the patient's connections, and as he 
was anxious it should be given to the public, I have already 
published this surprising case, with his name and abode. In making, 
however, this communication to the deaf, I by no means hold out 
that my remedies will prove equally efficacious in all oases, but only 
give this as a decisive proof that an obstruction of the eustachian 
iubCf from accidental causes^ may exist for a series of years without 
its being wholly obliterated^ and that the mechanical impulse of 
electricity may produce a beneficial result, if no morbid changes 
from infmmmation have closed that tube, which is essential to the 
perception of sound. In cases where a partial obstruction of the 
eustachian tube had arisen from a deranged state of the system, and 
a morbid affection of the ear, the influence of galvanism, as a 
constitutional and local remedy, has in numerous instances, in my 
own practice, perfectly restored the patient to the blessings of both 
health and hearing. 
•* 31, Southampton Row, Russell Square, ** I am. Sirs, 

" September 14rt, 1819. " Your most obedient Servant, 

** M. LA BEAUME.'* 

PLAGUE. — ^The select Committee of the House of Commons, 
appointed to consider the validity of the doctrines of contagion in 
the plague, have made the following report: — 

•* Your Committee being appointed to consider the validity of the 
received doctrines concerning the nature of contagious and infectious 
diseases, a6 distinguished from other epidemics, have proceeded to 
examine a number of medical gentlemen, whose practical experience 
or geneml knowledge of the subject appeared to your Committee 
most likely to furnish the means of acquiring the most satisfactory 
information. They have also had the evidence of a number of 
persons whose residence in infected countries, or whose commercial 
or official employments enabled them to communicate information 
as to facts, and on the principle and efficacy of the laws of 
quarantine; all the opinions of the medical men whom your Com? 
mittee have examined, with the exception of two, are in favour of 
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the received doctrine, that the plague is a disease communicable by 
contact onltf^ and different iu that respect from epidemic fever; nor 
do your Committee see any thing in the rest of the evidence they 
have collected, which Would induce them to dissent from that 
opinion. It appears, from some of the evidence, that the extension 
and virulence of the disorder is considerably modified by atmo- 
spheric influence; and a doubt has prevailed, whether, under any 
circumstance, the disease could be received and propagated in the 
climate of Britain. No fact whatever has been stated to show, that 
any instance of the disorder has occurred, or that it has ever been 
known to have been brought into the lazarettos for many years: but 
your Committee do not think themselves warranted to infer from 
tlience, that the disease cannot exist in England; because, in the 
first place, a disease resembling in niost respects the plague, is well 
known to have prevailed here in many periods of our history, 
particularly in 1665-6; and, further, it appeal's that in many placc-s, 
and in climates of various nature, the plague has prevailed after 
intervals of very considerable duration. 

" Your Committee would also observe, down to the year 1800, 
regulations were adopted, which must have had the effect of pre- 
venting goods infected with the plague from being shipped directly 
for Britain; and they abstain from giving any opinion on the nature 
and application of the quarantine regulations, as not falling Vvithin 
the scope of inquiry to which they have been directed v but they see 
no reason to question the validity of the principles on which such 
regulations appear to have been adopted. June 14, 1819." 

The idea that plague is communicated by contact only, pretty 
generally prevails in those eastern countries where the disease is 
most common; but Dr. Robertson, an .able physician of Margate, 
who has had many opportunities of witnessing the progress, &c. of 
the disease, in a recent publication asserts, that he never met with a 
vt^ell-authenticated instance of its being so communicated; and he is 
satisfied that the contagion is conveyed to the system through the 
medium of the lungs. We have„ says this experienced physician, 
many instances given us by Mr. Jackson, in his History of Morocco, 
of his having sat at table with people infected with plague, and 
even of having visited the chambers of the dying of the malady, 
with impunity, in consequence of having kept windward of the 
patients. Dr. Robertson has known many mstances of medical 
p:Gntlemen under the same precaution, having approached the 
bedside of the afflicted with this disease, and of having felt their 
pulse, without taking the infection. That contagion is conveyed to 
the mass of blood through the medium of the lungs, we demon- 
strated by a variety of experiments, the result of which we published 
many years ago. From this ascertained fact, one inference of 
utility may be deduced, viz. for those attendant on the infected to 
adopt mufflers, as suggested by Mr. Boyle and Dr. Hales. Dr. 
Robertson suggests a contrivance of this sort adapted to cover the 
mouth and nostrils,- allowing sufficient room for breathing and for 
speaking, hy placing a piece of sponge, of about an inch thick, between 
two pieces of fine linen, and sewed upon a piece of sjlver wire, 
having holes drilled throughout it, and made so as to tit closely. 
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going over the nose and coming below the chin, with a trensrerdc 
projection of wire from the part that goes over the nose to that 
under the chin ; to keep the sponge sufficiently raised, it may be 
fastened by tying it over tlie ears, or fixed with springs in the 
manner of spectacles, and when used, be kept moist with water, 
vinegar and water, or any other inoffensive liquid. 

In the treatment of the plague, Dr. Veitch is of opinion, that the 
promotion of perspiration is of great importance; and for this 
purpose he strongly recommends the vapour bath as ^* incomparably 
superior to the process recommended by Mr. Baldwin.'* 

SALIVATION. — Mr. MacClure, an eminent surgeon, of Old 
Kirkpatrick, recommends a method of exciting salivation expediti- 
ously, which has long been employed by some surgeons of celcbritj 
as a local application in scrofulous and other chronic affections of 
the joints, but which we believe was never employed with the view 
of introducing mercury into the system. The method is as follows: 
*' Scarify a portion of the skin, and sprinkle corrosive sublimate of 
mercury (finely powdered) on the wounded surface.*' — This prepa- 
ration of mercury, being soluble in the fluids of the body, Mr. Mac* 
Ciure supposes that absorption immediately takes place, and a cer- ' 
tain efiect is rapidly produced on the constitution. The extraordi- 
nary rapidity with which the system may in this way be changed 
with mercury, was well exemplified some time ago in the following 
case, the account of which is extracted from the records of the 
Royal Infirmary of Gla$gow. 

•• On the 29th day of May 181(5, James Wilson Ccime into theliousc. 
His left-knee joint was much swelled, stiff, and painful. These 
were the sequelae of an injury which he had sustained a considerable 
time before, and for which leeches, blisters, and an issue had in vain 
been employed. The issue was open when he arrived at the hos- 
pital; it was then ordered to be healed up. This was accomplished 
by the 10th of June; and the following extract from the books of 
the house will show what were the subsequent treatment and its 
results : — 

*' * June lOth. — Let there be inserted, immediately, to the fibular 
side of the patella, an issue formed by the muriate of mercury. 

•* * 13th.— He experienced very considerable pain from the inser- 
tion of the issue. The inflammation h^s extendeil from its margin 
over nearly the whole fore part of the joint Poultices have been 
employed. The day following the use of the muriate of mercury ^ 
salivation to a slight degree took place. 

** * 21st. — The escar has separated. Since the active inflammation 
which it produced has abated, the swelling of the knee has decreased 
most wonderfully, it measuring now only an inch more in circum- 
ference than the healthy knee.' '' 

The following remarkable instance of the effects of oxygene in 
promoting the eifects of mercury on the salivary glands, or rather 
in rendering mercury active, lately occurred in London. A gentle- 
man, to whom mercury had been externally and internally admi- 
nistered to an unusual extent without producing any eflect on the 
mouth, after having discontinued its use for some days, inhaled 
oxyg<;ne gas, under the direction of Mr. Payne, twice a day, with 
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the view of improving his general health. Two days after the use of 
this remedy, symptoms of salivation came on, and during its use 
advanced rapidly. 

MEDICAL EXCURSION on the CONTINENT.— /^Cow^/itt^d 
from p. 59.^— After visiting the Museum of Morbid Anatomy, &c. 
I was introduced into the apartment where the antient and modem 
surgical instruments are deposited. On these instruments, and the 
mode of employing them, lectures are regularly delivered to the 
pupils gratuitously. The advantage of such lectures the pupils ac- 
knowl^ge to be incalculable: an English student declared that he 
had derived more practical information from them than from the 
lectures on operative surgery delivered in the Borough, although 
the operator gave every possible effect to his performances, by the 
exhibition of diamond rings and consequential flourishes of the 
knife, &c. The collection consisted of mstruments of all nations. 
Of the improvements made in England, the attendant spoke in terms 
of approbation ; but of the inventions of M. Assilini, which were 
pronounced to be great improvements by some English surgeons, 
he thought nothing. " In England,'* said he, with an air of surprise, 
** Assalint was considered an ingenious surgeon ; but in France he 
is nobody." I hope that the lecturers on surgey in this country 
will see the necessity of following the example of the French sur^ 
geons, in making their pupils acquainted with the different surgical 
instruments, and the mode of using them. 

Being informed that the article sold in the country under the name 
of Essential Salt of Bark, was first made under the direction of a 
Count de Garraye, by a Mons. Grammon, a chemist in Paris, I called 
the following morning on that gentleman to obtain some information 
of his mode of making it. He told me that he was the person who 
made it for the English market, and that he dealt largely in the 
article. On expressing a wish to see it, he immediately commenced 
a search for it; and after detaining me about ten minutes, he found 
a phial containing about two drachms of the preparation, or rather 
something like it, which he acknowledged was all he then had ! — 
The bottle was covered with dust, and from the appearance of the 
cork had not been opened for many years. He told me he had 
supplied a Mr. Godfrey, a druggist in London, with it, at the rate 
of 4s. 6d, an ounce. I observed, that in England, where the iPerii* 
vian Bark was as cheap as it was at that time in France, it could 
not be made for less than double that sum. ** Psha!'* said he, with 
a shrug, ** it answered my purpose very well, and no doubt Mons. 
Godfrey's — Mons. Godfrey was a plodding druggist; and as to 
chemistry, he knew as much of it as my cat We made it pay well, 
and this is all you English look to.'* He very politely allowed me 
to examine his chemical preparations, which were very good. Like 
the Calais apothecary, he made his wife very useful in the shop. 
All the money taken in it by the assistants was given to her; and 
each sum, however small, she entered in a book. This I afterwards 
found to be a common practice throughout France. Of the compo- 
sition of the Eau Medicinale he was ignorant. 

I afterwards visited the hospital belonging to the School of Me- 
dicine. It was built to contain sixty patients^ but was seldom' folL 
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There was no ca^e of any interest in it. On leaving the hospital I 
was much amused with several long lists of books to be sold by the 
pupils at a cheap rate, pasted on the walls and doors leading to the 
hospitaU. with a reference to the owners. I was told that as soon 
as a pupil had read a book, he generally disposed of it, and being 
generally poor, they hurried through them in order that they might 
convert them into money. To keep books by them merely for the 
sake of exhibition they considered a certain proof of a weak mind. 
••They keep," said my attendant, " their learning in their heads, and not 
in their libraries. It be bad, very bad, to trust to books." *• Poor 
Birkbeck!" muttered I to myself, " hadst thou attended more to the 
furnishing of thy upper story than to thy library, what a labour 
wouidst thou have escaped in thy writings." "Ah!" replied my com- 
panion, " of all the nations of the earth the English alone know what 
mental labour ia. Those engaged in trade particularly must have 
their wits about them. Their minds are necessarily in a state of 
activity, planning the means of meeting their expences, and par- 
ticularly their enormous taxation. Hence the cause of the frequency 
of insanity, suicide, and public executions, in your country! ! It is 
well for the English that they possess strong minds. As for the 
French, they have no reason to look forward ; with them to-morrow 
provides for itself, and let it bring what it may, they are equally 
cheerful, — ^nothing disturbs their minds^ except politics, which is 
become a kind of mania." 

The following day I was introduced to a meeting of the Royal 
Institutes of France, at which were present the first philosophers of 
Europe. I was proud on seeing an English baronet taking his seat 
among the leading members. After they had taken their situations, 
a list of the presents made to the institution since their last meeting 
(only a week), amounting to about a hundred books from different 
parts of the world, was read by the secretary, on the conclusion of 
which the thanks of the meeting were, as a matter of course, voted 
to the donors. , Two of the works were from the author. Dr. Youngs 
of London. The following week I was not a little amused by a 
paragraph in some of the London papers, stating that the Royal 
Institutes of France had unanimously voted their thanks to Dr. Young, 
of London, for his valuable work on Medical Literature, &c. Now 
bad Dr. Solomon sent a copy of his Guide to Health, the same 
compliment would have been paid to him. A long dissertation was 
read by an English physician, of the name of Edwards, on seyeral 
cruel experiments he had made on different animals, with the view 
to Ascertain how long they might be kept under water, or suspended 
by the neck, without completely extinguishing the vital spark ! ! 
It produced much yawning, and other symptoms of restlessness. It 
was most tediously long, and his pronunciation of the French lan«- 
guage seemingly not harmonious to the ears of the French members. 
On leaving this place, my attendant acquainted me with the 
conversation which passed between the celebrated Orfila and a 
Monsieur Bozi, in the open street of Paris, to which he was present. 
Monsieur Bozi, on meeting Orfila, observed, " that being now physi- 
cian of a country which ranks high in Europe for the encouragement 
of science, viz. England, and being connected with one of the 
leading medical works published in that country, be did expect 
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that he\would hare done him the honour, as afriend, to present him 
with a copy of his late work on Poisons: — Orfila replied, " Why 
really, M. Bozi, I did not know that the work would afford you 
any information, or interest you in any degree as secretary to 
Mr. Hamilton; but as a/ne«d, I think it was your duty to purchase 
a copy; for if friends expect such compliments from authors, I really 
think authors had better be without friends: — but, Monsieur Bozi," 
continued Orfila, '* we will not dispute this point; I beg you will 
do me the favour to accept this," offering him (as my attendant 
supposed) a Louisd*or to purchase a copy. Secretary Bozi, not a 
little confused, declined to take it, by telling him that he must be 
aware that he could not have remained so long in Paris, after the 
publication of so valuable a work, without purchasing a copy; and 
he flattered himself that he possessed the first copy that was 
sold. Orfila, by this compliment, was not a little pleased. " Well, 
Monsieur Bozi," said he, ** so you have really taken up the study of 
medicine and become a physician."^^ Yes," replied Monsieur 
Bozi, " I have every prospect of being a leading physician in the 
British metropolis. You will soon see some of my communications 
copied into your journals. I have added to my name that of 
G-v-le;*-Bozi will not do in England, for there was a notorious 
quack there of that name, some years ago." — *• Ah," said Orfila, 
•'you are rigut; in England every thing is name. Monsieur 
Hamilton made you a secretary, — it be more difficult to make 
you a physician; but when you are so, Monsieur Hamilton, no 
doubt, can make you connection which will lead to fortune. 
Besides, Monsieur Doctor Bozi, you are an Italian, and therefore 
in England you will easily obtain Royal appointments; the Royal 
Dukes are partial to the Italian practice. The qualification of an 
English physician consists in a good share of impudence, much 
cunning and suavity of manners. Dont forget to make a- book, 
with scraps of Greek and Latin, and advertise it well, and you willdo." 

Orfila, on taking his leave, cordially wished him success in his new 
andertakin^. Monsieur Bozi, taking hold of a button of his coat, told him, 
that he bad two good subjects to write upon, viz. the Vomic Nut and tlie 
Prussic Acid. **^ The use of the former I will revive, and the latter is not 
known to the practitioners of England. The English physicians are verv 
fond of the poisonous drugs." — *<You mean. Monsieur Bozi," said Orfila, with 
a smile, " of prescribing them ;*• — " Right," refllied Bozi, " they are too 
knowing to take them themselves.*' " Ah ! so it is," replied Orfila, ** so 
good day, Monsieur Bozi, again success to your new speculation." 

The next place we visited was theyard in which Dr. Alibert delivers his 
lectures on cutaneous diseases. — Tne doctor was fortunately delivering 
an oration. He always lectured in a place without a covering, because, 
said he emphatically, Scienee should be perfectly free, — In medicine 
there should be nothing like concealment. He talked much of the classifi- 
cation and names of cutaneous diseases adopted by Monsieur Bautman^ an 
English physician. He warmly contended that tney were not drawn from 
practice, and that they exhibited nothing but ingenui^ of a ihset writer. 
'*\Vhen Monsieur Bautman," said he, '^ called on me in Paris, I took him to 
my Hospital for cutaneous diseases; and, as I expected, not one of the nume- 
rous variety of diseases of the skin which he exanuned, answered his desrip- 
tion : in fact, to no one would any of his names apply ! ! — so much, he ex- 
claimed, for tlteorctic writers." Of the al^iUties oi Alibert, as a praetioat 
physician, my guest spoke highly. (To be continued, J 
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JAW.*-*Tlie fellowin; case of tbis fermidable disease is 
trom the pen of Dr. Jos. Painchaiid : 

<^ On the 15th of Deceniber last, Mnry St. Gelals, a servant of 
Mr. Saul, fell on the ice, and lacerated the integuments of her ri^ht 
knee; but the wound not appearing dangerous, she continued her 
usual occupations. Eighteen days after, althouG^h the wound ap- 
peared nearly healed, she began to complain of a stiffness in tne 
naek of her neck, and of a certain difficulty of moving her jaw, ac- 
companied by an acute pain in her knee^ which the healinff of 
the wound bad not relieved. The pain- having increaseq in 
an alanningmanner during the day, the patient was carried in the 
evening to Dr. Blanchet, who prescribed something fbt the night. 
Dr. A. Iffland being called in at Mr. SauFs desire, declared that 
lock jaw was then complete. During three days, be employed 
erery thing the art prescribes in such cases; but perceiving all his 
efforts were useless, he requested his friend Dr. P. de Salles Later- 
riere to form a consultation. They were both of opinion that there 
was nothing else to be done but amputation; to which, nevertheless, 
the patient and her relations positively refosed their consent. 
They then contented themselves with enlarging the wound, and 
dressing it with the common stimulants; lenvin^ the patient with 
auch full conviction of her approaching death, that they thought it 
Iheir duty to give her warning of her extreme dano;er, and her 
relations of the certainty of her death. The disconsolate husband 
came to me soon after, in tears, and requested me to so and see his 
wife, telling me she was at the last extremity; witnout however 
tnentioning one word of what had passed before. But on the road 
I met Dr. P. de Salles Laterriere, who informed me nearly of what 
I have just related, adding that the case was quite desperate : ^et 
the success I had already met with-from copious bleeding in similar 
oases, induced me again to try the same measures. 

^^ I found the poor Woman in so violent a paroxysm, that her 
whole body was pent like a bow, and supported only on the back 
of the head and on the heels. The jaw was so closed that it was 
impossible to^introduce the blade of a knife. I confess that I also 
thought her on the point of expiring; yet her pulse, although small 
and rapid, and much resembling such a one as commonlv accom- 
panies inflammation of the brain, holding out tolerably well, I im- 
mediately came to the resolution of bleeding her till she ftinted. 
I was obliged to take from her thirty*six ounces of blood. The 
iiiinting fit lasted a long time; but the contraction of the jaws and 
the general spasm yielded visibly to that powerful depletion. I 
then took advantage of the slackness of the jaw to make her sWallow 
jibor ounces of castor oil ; and I prescribed the same quantity in a 
clyster. After two hours sbe had two copious stools : she notwith* 
standing relapsed, and as violently as before, f repeated the 
bleeding, which was fottowed b;^ a ifainting, after the fi*esh loss of 
eighteen ounces of blood. ^ During three days she took each day an 
ounce and a half of laudanum ; the fourth dav her mouth again 
dosed, and the same convulsions began. Anotner bleeding ad de^ 
Uqmum <tbirty ounces)^ eiid the patient found herself relieved as if 

VOL. IT. p p 
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k were by enchaBtment. Her great repomance to tbe tincture of 
opium made me substitute in its place the extract of pure opium 
combined with calomel: tbe doses will appear more than extra* 
ordinary, and the success alone can justify tnem. 

^' I gave her sixty grains of opium and sixty of caloinel each day, 
during three successive days ; and during six other successive days, 
sixty grains of opium alone each day. The calomel did not cause 
any solvation ; it acted powerfully on the bowels, from which it 
expelled several worms. The woman is at present perfectly well, 
and follows her business." 

WORMS.— In the Transactions of the College of Physicians of 
Ireland, an interesting article appears from the pen of Dr. Barry, 
on the origin of worms in the human intestinal canal. The gene- 
ration of worms in the stomach and intestines, has been for a long 
time a fertile source of conjecture, and of difference of opinion, 
amongst medical writers. IVactical writers, indeed, are too much 
disposed to undervalue inquiries which are not immediately directed 
to the cure of the disease; alleging, in this instance, that it is the 
duty of tbe physician to expel these troublesome animals, when they 
are present, without being over*solicitou8 to ascertain their mode of 
production. Such reasoning is calculated to check every useful 
inquiry into nature, and to reduce the medical art to a state of blind 
empiricism. That the species of worms that infest the human body, 
which chiefly demand the attention of physicians, has been derived 
from an external source, in the doctor's opinion, has not been satis* 
factorily proved. The doctrine of their equivocal generation, he 
asserts,' is now altogether abandoned bv philosophers-^a proof that 
he is little acquainted with this class of the community ; for some of 
the first physiologists of the age allow that the arguments are ia 
favour of equivocal generation, with regard to hydatids and other 
animals found in the human lK>dy. The doctor has been induced to 
draw this general conclusion, because *^ Mr. H. and his family be- 
came affected with ascarides soon after they went to reside near 
Macroom, in the county of Cork, where Mr. H. had built a house^ 
near which was a spring of water that supplied the family, for drink 
&o. Strangers visiting Mr. H. and his family were greatly annoyed 
by these worms ; but they disappeared on their returning to their 
usual place of residence, Mr.H. was then induced to quit it; and 
his fliffht was accelerated by a discovery, made by Mrs. H., of 
myriads of dark-coloured worms in the water of the spring on which 
their suspicions had been fixed, which resembled in every respect^ 
except in colour, the ascarides they were accustomed to pass from 
their bowels. Dr. Barry examined some of those animalculss ;^^ 
they varied in length from half an inch and under, to nearly three* 
quarters of an inph, taperinff gradually from the head to the tail, 
which ended in a point. Tney were proportionably different in 
bulk, the largest being as tbic( as a stout packthread, and the 
smallest so minute as to be scarcely visible without tM help of 
a magnifier; with others of all the intermediate denees of siae. 
The colour of the largest worms, and those of a miodle size, was 
^k br9Hrp when taken firom tbe wellj but upon wiping them gent)^ 
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with a nftpkin, the ooloiir changed to a pale yellow, of which ooloar 
were numerous email worms, some ofi which were visible only by the 
help of a magnifier. 

*' Upon comparing the worms of the well with tl^ose discharged 
from the bowels, the resemblaaee was exact in shape and external 
appearance. The laroest worm ilrom the well exceeded in size 
those passed from the body, but not remarkably ; and they differed 
also in bein^ dark-coloured. The difference of colour may be urged 
as an objection to the common origin of the ascarides from the well^ 
and those of the intestines ; but we have the authority of Hooper 
for the fact, that ascarides, of a brown colour, are sometimes ais* 
charged from the body ; and there are numerous instances to shew, 
that animals as well as vegetables become light-coloured by immer* 
•ion in darkness." 

The identitv of the worms of the spring, with those passed from 
the bowels of Mr. H. and his Ikmily, is very probable; but we 
concur with the ^^ learned naturalist,'* to whose opinion lit^ Barry 
alludes in the following passage : *^ A learned naturalist, who hi^ 
done me the kindness to peruse these papers, objects that the asca« 
rides of the well may have been of different species from those which 
occur in ordinary cases ; and alleges, that to render the prooft per- 
fect respecting the identitv, as to species, of the ascarides of the 
well, with those dischar|:ed bj Mr. H. (which he allows to be the 
same) and the ordinary intestinal ascarides, they should be minutely 
compared in their anatomical structure/' And we are surprised 
that Dr. Barry did not follow the judicious suggestions of hb mend. 
He might then have avoided the unfortunate dilemma, into which 
lie has fidlen, of advancing mere notions as positive truths, and then 
adducing, with a view to confirm them, observations which appear 
utterly inadequate to afford them the smallest support. 

That we may pass over nothing which Dr. mrry considers as 
tending to support his opinion, we shall transcribe his concluding 
criMervationst-^*' Mr. H. and his family have never been wholly 
free from these worms, during the years which have elapsed since 
he was driven fit>m his former residence; though their numbers 
have never been so great, nor the suffering of him and his family so 
intolerable, as when they resided near the prime cause of the 
mischief." 

MIND AND MATTER.---Dr. NichoU, of Ludlow, in a late 
work entitled ^^A Sketch of the 'Economy of Many\ observes, *^ It 
is plain that as minid has no direct communication with the maierial 
world, has nothing present to it but what we have termed sensation; 
ao* would it fore as well, provided it were furnished with sensations, 
whether matter really existed or not." The question respecting the 
identity or diversity of understanding in man and the brute, the doctor 
thus resolves; *'The following Vive peculiar characteristics oF human 
intellect ; a reference to things which never have been the objects 
of sensation, and which are never expected to be objects of sensa^ 
tion during the present connection of intellect with the body ; a 
reference to bein^ of a distinct order,, not inhabitants of any settled 
clime, which have never been the objects of sensation, which are 
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considered as purely intellectual, amonii; wktch is -atknowledged an 
infinite] \r powerFul Being, the Ruler of all beinsps and all things, the 
acknowledgment of influences and impulses which never haTe been 
and which in their nature never can be theobjects of sensation, and 
which have no actual being or existence, such as maxims of 
moral rectitude, having for their object a reference to that su- 

Sreme Being ; a reference to a separate existence of intellect from 
odily organs, both daring the union of the intellect with the bodj, 
and after what is called the death of the. body ;* a reference to future 
aflectioaB of the intellect after its separation from the body, — these 
appear to be the characteristtcs'of.the human intellect." He admits 
that it is possible that traditionary information may, as many sup^- 
pose, lay the foundation of those operations in perhaps every in- 
stance; still the maintenance, the cultivation, the prosecution of 
these operations m^y be supposed'td be chiefly within the province 
of the soul, which we roust suppose to derive afiection from the 
mind, and to be assisted in its operation by the mind. Dr. Uwins 
states, that many who have written in favour of immaterialism, 
have, in his mind, proved themselves the greatest and grossest of 
materialists. '^ The fiicts seem to have been," observes the dootor^ 
*^ too much lost sight of) that the questions to be agitated are of a 
nature totally distinct, and have reference to a distinct species of 
argumentation. If mind or spirit, according to the statement of 
some, consists of a something appended to the body, the questtoa 
will for ever recur, What is that something I and when the spirit- 
ualist replies to this query-«-A subtle matter, — ^in the very terms of his 
answer he acknowledges himself a materialist, since all grant that 
mailer is capable of division and subtilizatioii beyond the reach of 
our perceptive powers. Again/' says the doctor, '* if it be ihia 
subtle something which gives animation, and if it be itspresenoa 
that indicates oerpeluity of existence, Mr. Laurance, $ir Charles 
Morgan, and otners^ are perfectly correct in maintaining, that, by tba 
assumption, nre necessarily immortaliacethe dog that basks by our 
side, nay, the insert that annoys us. No, no, non tali nnxHio, it is 
upon other and more tenaUe ground that we must take our stand 
in opposing sceptical inferences.*— We must appeal to the ^naa 
within the breast' for a re*solution oflbe greil problem, and mast 
leave physiology to its own powers and province. It was," pro- 
ceeds Dr; Uwins, ^ with this feeling that we felt particular pleasure 
in perusing a very masterly pamphlet, entitled <A Letter to the 
Jtev. Thomas Rennell, concerning his Remarks on Scepticism, fram a 
Graduate in Medicine of the Universityof Oxford.' " 

These gentlemen have taken great pains in attempting to prove 
what no sane [lersoQ doubts ; and if it be true that ^^ one sat up a 
whole night in consequence of finding his spirit alive to the 
subject," we think, fi-om the weakness of bis arguments, he woidd 
have alqpt to a better purpose. 

PRESERVATION OF MEAT^&c.—Dr; Mac Sweeny has ad- 
dressed the following letter, being hisseeond, to Mr. lllloch, on 

this subject.— The sabstanoe of his first letter we gave in our last 
number. 
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^* Sir, — The fecilitv with whicli cutlerr of every kind inay be put 
in water deprived of oxygeo bytiron filings, and covered with oil^ 
makes it a matter of some consequence to ascertain whether a large 
qnantity of iron has the power of decomposing; water at ordinary 
temperatures. Unbiassed by anjr opinion on the subject, and de« 
sirous only of arriving at truth) I have been led to make the following 
experiments. 

^' I put a quarter of an ounce of iron-filing.<< in two ounces and a 
half of water boiled and covered with oil ; at the end of twelve days 
the Appearance of the iron-filings was unchanged. '^ I put a large 
quantity of iron-filings in a phial, and covered them with a layer of 
warm wafer about a quarter of an incii thick; the water was covered 
with oil, a bent tube was attached to the phial, and the end was left 
under a receiver in a pneumatic apparatus during a week ; no hy- 
drogen was evolved, A small phial wma nearly filled with iron* 
filings, some boiled water was poured in so as to form a thin laver 
over them ; oil was placed on the water, a bent tube was fitted to 
the phial, and the ena was left under a receiver during a week, ad 
in the fi)nner experiment. No trace of hydrogen was discoviered* 
A teat tube was nearly filled with mercury, some paper containing 
iron-filings, moistened with warm water, was forced in a short way ; 
the tube was then filled to the brim with mercury, and was inverted 
over the daiiie fluid. It was kept inverted during five days; no 
tiydrogen was given off. Some paper, containing moistened iron* 
filings, was forced up to the en^ of a test-tube with a quill; the 
tube was then kept inverted over mercury. The mercury rose ra- 
pidly in the tube until it attained a certain height, where it remained 
stationary, evidently firom the absorption of the oxygen of the atmo* 
spheric air contained in the tube, as was to be expected from the 
experiments of Dr. Marshall Hall. The glass-vessels containing 
the water and iron were moved several times during the course of 
these experiments : perhaps a state of perfect rest may be necessatrV 
for the decomposition of wat^r by a large quantity of iron at brdi* 
nary temperatures. But.it appears difficult to me to reconcile these 
experiments with the account which states that it takes place rapidly, 
^^ In a former paper I stated that I had put some fresh meat m 
water covered with oil, with some iron to abstract oxygen ; and that 
its appearance was unchanged at the end of seven weeks. In 
the nrst place I neglected to state that the meat had been 
boiled ; in the second place I judged of its state of preservation en* 
tirely from its appearance through the glass^vessel. After allowing 
it to remain ten weeks in the water, 1 removed it : it was found soft* 
ened, the structure was not much changed, but its odour was offen* 
sive. To keep meat as . dry and as cool jis possible during warm 
weather is the plan that ought to be attended to. 

^^ Where bales of goods are moist by any accident, and it is not in 
the power of person^o unpack them immediately to dry the goods^ 
it niny perhaps be found useful, for preventing mildew, to immerse 
them in water, and to cover its surface with oil. 

'^ I have found that the decay of vegetable substances is very mnch 
retarded by immersing them in water covered with oil and deprived 
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ofox^gen by iron. A Tegetable sobstance may be wmk hj mttacbing 
a weight to it ; any iron employed for abstracting oxygen ought to 
be previonsly removed. 

^ Water in a situation where it is scarce may be preserved, I pre- 
sume, in an open cask by covering its surface with a thick laver of 
oH, and by putting in recently prepared charooaL ^ The trouble of 
preparing powdered charcoafis an objection to its use. Laige 
pieces of fresh-made charcoal should be attached to a weight, and let 
down through the oil into the water by means of a cord. The char- 
ring of the cask long since recommended, ought to be attended to. 
After the charcoal has remained for some time in the water, it ouf ht to 
be drawn up by the cord, and recently-prepared pieces should be at- 
tached to the weight, and let down. Tnis could be repeated dailv, 
and the water could be drawn from a cock at the lower part of the 
cask. ^ In this manner charcoal could be put in or removed without 
exposing the surface of the water to the atmosphere. 

*' I lemain your most obedient humble Servant, 
« Londotij Jug. nth, 1819. " JOSEPH MAC SWEENY." 

MEDICAL COURT MARTIAL, — Sirs,— The court martial 
held upon Staff Surgeon Lindsay, having engaged considerable 
attention, inasmuch as it involves the question as to the efficacy 
of Sir William Adams*s treatment of ophthalmia, and shews the 
feelings of the army medical officers towards him, I trust some 
few imervations upon it may not be irrevelant to the nature of 
your useful and popular publication. I shall not enter into the 
detail of the evidence and defence, which have been before the 
public in the newspapers, but confine myself to the facts that 
appeared on the trial. If I understand it rightly, there were two 
soldiers taken without any notice firom under the care of Surgeon 
Lindsay, and placed under the care of Sir William Adams, in order 
to have the supposed benefit to be derived from his treatment. 
These men were, after some time, declared by Sir William Adams 
fit for duty, and sent to the depdt; but no sooner were thejr 
released from the restrictions of hospital regimen, and able to live 
as soldiers will do that are in a state of health, than the disease in 
their eyes was again apparent : they were examined by the army 
surgeons, declared unfit for service, and invalided. These men 
were to appear before the commander in chiei^ and Surgeon 
Lindsay wrote to his friend, Surgeon Dease, to allow the men to 
live as soldiers would do, and to oe permitted to drink and smoke 
as the others did, in order that when they appeared before the 
commander in chie^ they might have proper vascular cornea; and a 
caution was given that Sir William Adams should not have notice 
of the arrival of these men for inspection. This letter was sent to 
the War Office to be fi*anked, where a copy of it was taken, and 
the enquiry instituted in consequence* 

Taking this case up firom the commencement, there certainly was, 
if I understand any thing of professional etiquette, great indelicacy 
on the part of Sir William Adams in receiving these men under bis 
care, until dismissed firom the superintendance of Surgeon Lindsay ; 
and I cannot help thinking that those persons, by whose orders 
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tbey were so transferred, shewed bot Kttle the feelinf^s of gentlemen. 
The result of Sir William Adams's treatment is not very creditable 
to any new theory he may have set up, or merit he may claim of a 
superior mode of relieving this affliction, which seems, by the 
evidence of its consequences, to be nothing more than a perseve- 
rance in the antiphlogistic mode of treatment— -a mere temporary 
.palliative in chronic cases, and which is useful as fiur as allowing 
proper remedies to be applied, but will not cure. 
. Surgeon Lindsav seeing the cases in this light, and (irobablj 
looking on Sir William Adams as an Empiric, was desirous of 
having the men appear before the commander in chief, in the same 
state as they really would be if allowed the liberty of living as 
soldiers are wont to do, and therefore wrote the letter in question, 
which has given rise to this investigation. Some of the expressions 
used by Surgeon Lindsay, are certainly much below the standard 
we should have expected from a professional man, — the term proper 
vascular cornea meaning only that the vessels, from which the super- 
abundant blood had been diverted by low living and medicine, 
would again become turgid, and of course redness of the eyes, and 
inflammatory appearances would be evident, if the patient lived in 
the udual manner ; but proper is, as Surgeon Dense explained it in 
my hearing, only a cant vulgar phrase, and, I presume, intends to 
convey the idea of an extreme degree. 

In considering Surgeon Lindsay's defence, I see much reason to 
condemn it: there can, I think, be no doubt but bethought, and was 
convinced in his own mind, that Sir William Adams pretended to 
have cured cases, when, in point of fact, the disease was only 
rendered less visible to common or unprofessional observers, and rf 
what he considered a deception was suffered to m on, Sjr William 
Adams could cast the army medical officers into the shade^ and build 
'his fame on their supposed want of ability. Now if Surgeon 
Lindsay had boldly stated this kind of feeling in his defence, and 
avowed that his conduct was influenced by a desire to prevent 
imposition upon the commander in chief, and the public service, (for 
such he eviaently. considered it), and his desire that Sir William 
Adams should not be apprised of the men coming up, in order to 
prevent the possibility of their being subjected to the same 
treatment, and thereby appearinff under fiilse colours, proves such to 
have been his intention ; it would, in the opinion of all with whom 
I have conversed, have reflected greater credit on him^ than to have 
talked about breach of confidence at the War Office, in opening his 
letter, Sec. &c. ; for it is well known they have a right to open any 
letters of that nature, sent to the office to be franked, if they suspect 
sueh letters are not on public service. 

The friends of Sir William Adams may think they have gained a 
point in his fiivour by instituting this court martial, but the im« 
pression on my mind is, that they have done him a s^reat injury ; for 
the statements made at the tnal must be completely disproved, 
otherwise the world will place but little confidfencem^ny future 
accounts of cures, and will suspect them to be merely proofs that 
1^ is acquainted with a method of rendering the evil less evident^ 
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vhldr every common surgeoa knours how to efibct. A pleia qnes* 
tioD to Sir William Adams will decide the public opinion ; — Are 
these men, said to be cured, and reported by him fit for service, now 
Jn the armj in. consequence of his first or anv subsequent treatment ? 
pr are they dismissed the service as incapable, in consequence of that 
disease ? I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 

MEDICUS. 
Since we have received the letter of Medicus, we have been &vored 
by a correspondent with the following prescription given by Sir W* 
Adams, for what he is pleased to call his Ophthalmic Drops 
Take of Corrosive Sublimate of Mercury, I grain ; 

Muriatic Acid (commonly called Spirits of Salts) 1 drop; 

"Wine of Opium, 1 ounce. Mix. Make a Solution, and add, 

Calomel, 1 drachm and a half; 

Extract of Deadly Night Shade, 1 drachm. Mix, and make 

Ophthalmic Drops. 
, If this remedy^ dropped into the eye, did not benefit Jn nine 
months, Sir William adds, it may be discontinued.— The patient has 
used it for some yearn, but no benefit has resulted ! 
, IRRiXJULAR EMPIIUCISM.— Gentlbmbn,— In your num- 
ber for March, 1818, a lady complained of thd treatment she expe- 
rienced in consulting Mr. Astley Cooper, who she considers was 
prevented, by knocks at the door of his audience chamber, from at* 
tending to the case of his patient so fully as he otherwise might have 
.done, and she was equally prevented from stating her sensations 
^8 she wished to do. — Vour correspondent goes on to remark, that 
she understands it is a common practice at that gentleman's houses 
and makes some very proper observations on the result of such a 
method of dismissing patients. 

I did hope, that the certain degree of feeling and gentleman-like 
conduct, which ought always to attend the behaviour of medical 
men, would have prevented Mr. Astley Cooper from allowing such 
observations to have been thought necessary by any individual ; and 
that, long ere this, we should have bad either a refutation of them, 
or, if they existed so generally, there would have been an alteration 
jp the manners of Mr. A. Cooper^s servant ; but, I am sorry to saj, 
the mode of proceeding is nearly the same ; after you have been a 
few minutes with the master, the servant opens the door andthea 
shuts it in a way so violent, that, together with the servant's scowl- 
ing brow, he gives you fair notice to quit, and is impatient at your 
delay. 

Reasoning from my own feelings, I think no -servant would dare 
to act thus twice in my house, without my orders or wish, and 
therefore we cannot but suppose he is authorised to continue the 
practice. I wish I could bring my mind to think it is merely 
sufiered by his master, in consequence of the abstraction of mind 
arising from his necessary attention to the numerous cases thai pre- 
sent themselves before him; and I call on Mr. Astley Cooper to 
awake from such abstraction, and reflect that in this temporaiy 
state, if he has acquired superior knowledge, it is his duty to in* 
part his utmost assistance to his suffering feUowHareaiures, rceeiving^ 
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a reasonable reward for his exertions ; and that the afflicted, who 
perhaps. have travelled many miled, at the ri9k even of theiV lives 
or comforts, under a confidence of relief arising fVom their opinion 
of his abilities, and influenced by the enervatin)^ effects of disease or 
timidity, feel embarrassed in telling their sufferings, should not be 
interrupted by the condudt of his servant^ or scared out of the hbuse 
bv his looks ; who, if unauthorised, is tmpertinent| but if authorised, 
the master deserves'epithets df a nature not very creditable to him 
as a professional man. 

The folly of the worlds in running with every eomnlofl case to 
fashionable surgeons and physicians, has always been tolerably 
evident ; but at the present dav^ when those great men have little . 
more time to bestow upon tneir patients than to hear they are 
troubled with such a complaint, receive au'unmeaning or unthought^' 
of prescription, with a bow and a smile on i)aying their fee, it is the 
very height of madness on one side, and imposture bn the other* 
It would be fer more honest and honourable to take the legal pro- 
fession for their guide, and proportion the fee to the celebrity or the 
adviser, the length of time the consideration of the case required, 
and conscientiously give the patient a fair attention, and the best 
advice the imperfect science of medicine will allow. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

CASTIGATOR. 

These observations lead us to the recollection of a prescription of 
Mr. A. Cooper's, which no doubt he must think he nas discovered 
to be very generally useful, as he has prescribed it in a dase of debt* 
lity^ another of rheumatism, and a third of gutta serena, — and, as 
these cases vary so much, it is a feir inference to suppose that it is* 
a sort of panacea in his opinion ; but it proved useless to each of 
these patients. 

Take Carbonate of Ammonia (common snielling salts) half a drachm ; 
Mint Water, five ounces and a half; 
Compound Tincture of Cardamoms, 9 drachms i 
Mix. Take two table-spoonsful twice a day. 
The dose of carbonate of ammonia is front five to fifteen grains, 
but is more fi*equentlv given In pills than any Other fdrm; and we 
think, as it is insoluble in. spirits, the addition of the tincture of 
cardamoms, which is made witti spii^it^ reduces the capability of the 
menstruum to hold it in solution. 

Another prescription of this gentleman^s has been communicated 
to us, given in a case of debility^ wdnt of tone in the digestive or- 
gans, vertigo and tendency to paralysis, of Which there had been 
two attacks, and a slight eruption on the skin. 

Take Spirit of Nitri4 i^ther, two ounces ; 

Corrosive sublimate, two grains ; 
Dose.* Two tea-spNOOnsfiil twice a day in water. 
The latter articl^joined with antimony is sometimes given in 
cutaneous affections, but we tKink other articles of the Materia 
Medica are much superior ; in (he above case a substitution of sim- 
ple medicine, under another medical adviser, removed the vertigoi 
tendency to paralysis^ and gave tone to the powers of digestion. 

VOL. IV. Q Q ' 
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As ifi na oM of th^se four cases^ the for^goingr pi^8<^rfpli6» 
rendered the least service, we thiok Mr. A. Cooper fwho, we are 
informed, conetaQtlj re^ds our work) will do well to devise some 
other methods of treating similar compteinta, becanse it is not 
enough for a man toget into fashion, he nrast prove bis duperiorttjr 
by a sensible combination of medieiaes in his prescriptions) ibunded 
•n something like reason. 

SCIRRHOUS TUlMLOVBS.—lVt. Bouillon Lsj^nge has pob« 
lished, in the Parisian Journal of Pharmacy, a noipe for making a 
plaster, which, hestafces, has beenibund very beneficial in dispersing 
indurated tumours in the femrie breast, some of which hao ccmsi* 
derably advanced towm^ds the cancerous state. Ho is of opinion 
that it acts, with a singular influence en the exhalents of the sktwi 
from which a large quantity of reddisb-cotoured Tiscons secretion 
takes place^ whira speedily effi^ts a resolliDion and totel disap« 
pearanee of the largest aikd hardest enkifgenent of glands or otkef 
parts of tho body, as the membranes of joints, bones, fte. *&e. The 
ibUotring ii a translfltiaa of the receipt s 

Take of Diachylon plaster, four ounces ; 
Yellow Wax, one ounce ; 

White Soap and Turpentine, of each half an ounce ; 
Recently powdered Hemlock, 
Sulphuret of Potassj of each two drachms.;. 
Powdered Camphor, half an ounce. 

Melt the diachylon with a gentle heat in an earthen vessel, and tAeil 
add the yellow wax, soap^ and turpentine: when these are well 
blended, remove the vessel from the fire; and when« getting thick, add 
the hemlock, sulphiiret of potasSy andi camphor.. On account of Iih0 
volatility of the articles, on which its discutient property depends, 
dare^hould be t^ken in making the composition, that the active 
qualities of the ingredients be not dissipated. 

In consequence of the high terras in which M. Bouillon Lagrange 
litid other eminent practitioners speak of this plaster, as a remedy 
for indurated tumours, enlargement of joints, ftc, we have ordered 
h to be ke^t at the Medical Hall, 171, Piccadilly, in order that it 
may have a fair trial in this country. It is 'necessary to observe, 
tha,t it should not be spread with a heated spatula in the usual 
manner^ but softened by holding it at a distance from the fire, whick 
will not dissipate its volatile parts, and when sufficiently soft^ it 
should bespread with the end of the thumb on leather. 

WOUNDED ARTERIES.— At a late meeting of the faculty of 
P^ris, Professor Dupuytren stated, that he then had a patient under 
his care, on whom he was employing compression for the cure of a 
wound of the femoral arterj^ by a knife. He related many fiicts that 
have occurred in his practice, whi^h lead him to conclude, contrary 
to the prevailing opinion, that incised wounds of arteries may becnred 
without either the obliteration of their cavity, or the subsequent 
Ibrmation of aneurism. He mentioned the case of a patient with 
a rupture of the femoral artery, as it crosses the third. aoductor mus* 
de, whom he intended to treat by the same plan of compression, if 
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wmf 8VIKM1I fliKNiid be kidaeed to adept Ibk ttoide of t^eatmait, in 
case ofan incision or puncture of the femoral arterj, we do conceive 
that it is a dot? kicumbent on hiiii to oontinue ivith the patient day 
and night, till the part has clearly united^ — ^l^o this advice we have 
no doubt Mr. Astl^ Cooper or Mr. dine would, in siKh a caf;e, 
attend, from a conviction that their tine could not be disposed of to 
a greater advantage. 

ILIitC PASSION.*-4n a caae of tHis disease, Dr. Brandts, a 
Biember of the Royal Society of Medicine of Copenhagen, has 
administered iced water with ecMnplete sviccesS. He did not see the 
patient till eleven dave after the attack; he was then in a 
aaost alarming state, tne extremities being cold, attended with 
delirium, hickup, and a countenance indicative of approaching 
dissolution. He ordered iced water to be administered, and the 
belly to be covered with clothes dipped in it. In a few hours the 
ddirium ceased* On the expiration of twenty-four hours the ex« 
tremities became warm, the hickup less fiequent, the vomiting 
considerably abated, and soon afterwards ceased^ The constipation 
however continued, notwithstanding lavements of cold and of warm 
water had been frequently repeated. The doctor then prescribed 
0|>ium^ in small doses, and the decoction of the peruvian bark, 
with ice. The patient continued a week in this state, during 
which time, the vomiting uniformly returned on the application of ^ 
the cold water being omitted. At length a looseness came on, the 
cold application was then discontinue, and in thfe space of ibur 
days, with the aid of nutritive food, (cold) the re-establishment of 
health was complete. The doctor concludes, ^' after such unex- 
pected sucoess, J placed my whole confidence in this mode of 
treatment, and my hope has never been deceived. I have applied 
cold foflpentatioas to tne abdomen of delicate women, as well as of 
Tobnst men i . and I have found in it a sure and prompt remedy. I 
have used It in 6 man 68 years of i^e, on the 8th day, ih>m an 
attack of the iliac passion, which left nothing to hope. This 
patient was cured, Although there was in the groin a small rapturci^ 
with a gangrenous appeamnce.'* 

• There being much contusion in the description of the iliae 
passion given oy many authors, we subjoin the mllowing d^Hbition 
of the disease for the information of our non*medical readers. An 
acute pain in the abdomen, With 'an inversion of the peristaltib 
inotion of the bowels, so that their contents are ejected by voroitini|[. 
It is usually an acute disease^ but not esseftitially inflammatory — it 
is sometimes gouty, but generally brought on by excessive use of 
vegetable subacid friiit^ and the mineral and vegetable poisons, 
particularly lead. — Dr. Cullen considered it of the nature of 
spasmodic ^holie. 

CHILBLAlNi-^^^ Sirs, t beg to recommend, thi^ugh the 
medium of your very valuable publication, a preventive of this 
most distressing complaint, which I have found infallible, and 
which, after inflammation has taken place, 1 am satisiied is the most 
6flicacioHs remedy that can t^ employed. The article I allude to 
iQ, the plaster of the ammoniac gum, hemlock, and mercury, which 
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is k«pt by jnost respectable chemists. It should be spread on thin 
soft leather. 

^' I am, Sirs, Your constant reader, 
" London, Sept. 6th, 1819. '' R. J. JACKgON, M-D." 

INSANITY, &c. — Mr. Sutliffe, in a late communication, states^ 
that he h^ administered the ground ivy for more than twenty years 
in cases of mental aberration and melancholy, with an advantage, 
which disposes him to consider it a highly valuable remedy in those 
diseases. He thinks that it acts as ^direct sedative. When its 
operation is salutary, it tranquillises the patient; and when organic 
disease does not exist, the affection depending on a casual cause 
of excitement, he is seldom disappointed in his expectation of a 
favourable termination of the malady under its use. 
. The mode in which he generally directs it to be employed, is a 
wine-glassful of the expressed juice twice or thrice a day. When 
this preparation cannot be administered, he prescribes a propor- 
tionate quantity of the extract, but his observations have not led 
him to repose so full a degree of confidence in the latter as in the 
formar preparation of the plant. In cases of insanity, where the 
^^ high arterial excitement " reauires local treatment, he has found it 
comoined with abstraction of blood, generally to lead the disease to 
a favour^bl^ issuQ. In some cases be totally failed, which he at- 
tributes to tl^e existence of organic disease. He adds, that his ob- 
ject in making the compiunication is,. ^^ to draw the attention of 
practitioners to this remedy, and to extend the benefits that may 
be derived from it beyond the circle of his own personal avocations. ' 
The medical qualities of the ground ivy, he SMpposes, are not suf- 
ficiently known to the memb^ra of the profession, in consequence of 
its not being noticed in the late pharnjaoopoBias. We believe it is 
well knoiyn to every practitioner, that thQ ground ivy is a peculiar 
anodyne, and as such it has been extensively exhibited in cases of 
nervous excitement with various success, p^rtipujarljr in epilepsy, 
Saint Yltus^s dance, and local nervous affection, as head«ache^ 
asthma, and also in insanity, hypochondriasis, apd melancholy. 
In many parts of this country, the infusion of it is a popular remeay 
for a variety of nervous affections; and this, with some practitioners, 
is a very good reaspi^ for abandoning its use. Wq fidyise Mr. 
Sutliffe to relinquish the use of technicalities, and employ terms 
which he fuUy un^^rsti|nds hiqiself, and the meaning of whi<;h cnp* 
not b^ mi^uijderstood by bis readers. ^' High arterial excitevs^fi^fl^* 
and qiteria} plethora, are not synpnymous expressions. Art^al 
excitement depends lypon the copdition pf the nerves, and not oq 
the quantity of blood Uije artery pontfiins. |t is as, often attendant 
on depletioi| as plpnjfuilp, and shews n|ore the state of the nervous 
system than the state of the arterial syptem with respect to thq 
quantity of guilty of the blqod. The term local reduction^ which 
he employs, is also ridiculous. Men of SQienpe never haye reconrsQ 
io fine-sounding terms. 

PRESERVATION OF THE TEET(1.— Messrs. Sherwood and 
Co. have lately published a new edition of Mr. Hertz's ^^ Familiar 
"[freatise on the Frcseryatipn, &c, of the Tee|h/' The a|ithor, aft^ 
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describing the etruature, source of nonrisbnent, ftc. of the teeth, 
enters fmly into the progress of dentition, and its attendant 
diseases ; a subject hignlv interesting to nurses. In the chapter 
on the management of the teeth, we discover much novelty and 
very usefiil information. The use of tincture of myrrh and arque* 
busade, as a lotion for the gums, he condemns on account of the 
irritation their stimulating quality excites in them, occasioning 
spongy structure, and ultimately looseness and caries of the teeth. 
The morning, before breakfast, he recommends as not only the 
most convenient, but the best time for cleaning the teeth, the 
deposit, improperly termed tartar^ being accumulated during the 
nieht. ^^ The following method," sars the professor, ^' I have long 
aifopted; which, from repeated and extensive experience, I can 
confidently recommend to my readers. Before its adoption, I 
suffered much by tooth ache, and pains in the fiice and head. 
Indeed, the advantages I have derived from it have been so ^eat, 
that I conceive it my duty to communicate it to the public, in 
which I have no other interest or view, than to lessen the sum of 
human sufrcrings." 

• *^ The first thing every mof nine I rinse my mouth out with cold 
water ; I then gently pass ever the gums inwardly and outwardly a 
fine piece of sponge (fiistened to an ivory handle) moistened with 
an equal quantity of tincture of the rhatany root and rose water, 
after which, I rub the sur&ce of the teeth with a similar piece of 
sponge, moistened with the diluted tincture of rhatany rcxit, as- 
above, with the surface covered with finely levigated charcoal of 
the Areca nut. This 1 finish, by rinsing the mouth out again with 
cold water. I only employ a brush to remove anv morbid 
secretion of the gums that may collect on the inside and[ between 
the teeth. If this simple treatment be adopted, I will engage for 
it, that the person shall remain free firom any fresh disease of the 
teeth, and pains in the jaw, and that carious teeth, which he may 
have had at the time, will be rendered sweef, and the progress of ^ 
the disease efiectually suspended." 

Dr. James Lynd, an eminent physician of Bengal, has made use of 
the levigated charcoal of the Areca nut many years, and at the age 
of eighty he possesses a complete set of healthy and firm teeth.*^ 
The following is an extract from the doctor's letter on the subject : 

^' The Areca is most highly useful, and the very best dentifrice 
that can be used ; for since modem chemistry has discovered the 
wonderful medicinal powers of charcoal, the Areca or Betel nut 
charcoal must be superior to any other for a dentifrice, which I can 
recommend, having used it twentyfive years in Bengal. 

^^ When I arrived in England, after a long voyage of seven 
months, supposing my teeth wanted the aid of a dentist, I applied 
to a respectable one in I^ndon, who was astonished to find my teeth 
so sound in a person of my age ; and also observed, that all the East 
Indians who employed him^ had better teeth than the people 
of England of similar pge, and which I attribute to" the use ofihe 
Jlrecanut tooth powdery which must be infinitely more efficacious than 
charcoal prepared from any other vegetable substance whatever^ 
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«< Tbe natives of India rob tl^ir teetkm anddomi wHli farathee, 
nade of chewed ends of fibrous soft wood, drag;oo*8 bloody oawM, 
and mallow roots, which clean the interstioes of the teetfi, wfaereaa 
the comnion looih brusbeSi by rubbtag in a horicoatal direction, 
oal^ wear oif the enamel from (he prominent parts of the teetib, 
which the famous dentist, Mr. Beardniore, has catitioned us not to 
do^ and I have contrived a brush to prevent it. 

'< The dentifrice prepared by powdering dmrcoal| eaanot ha 
eqaal in virtue to tne »ungon^ prepared from the Areca, helel 
nut* or suparey, however they may puff it off by qnadurii adver* 
liaements. JAMES LYND, M. D.*" 

We have made use of (his charcoal nearly twenty years, darioff 
which time we have remained free from tootk*ache, and oar leetm 
have continued healthy. Previous to i(s use we were very sub^t to 
tooth ache, and at the time we adopted it, carioB had commenced in 
many of them, which has been checked by this dentifiioe. Professor 
Ileric says, he is satisfied that if the Areca charcoal was vniversallv 
adopted in (his coun(ry, <^ there would be no necessity far dentists," 
ati opinion in which we perfectly coincide. As a remedy for tooth* 
ache, the professor states, that he has fimnd the composition dis- 
covered by Mr. Perry (t^d under the name of Perry's Essence^ 
not only the most innocent, but the most speedy and effectnal of aU 
the reioedies that have been recommended. 

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION.-- Dr. Laennec lately pitN 
eented to the French Academy of Sciences an instrument, by wnich 
organic diseases of the lungs may be discovered. M. Peri^ was 
' appointed by the Academy to make a special inijuiry in(o the utility 
l>f the instrument, and the report he has made is extremely fitvoiir-* 
able. Tlie little advanto^, say^ he, which has in many cases been 
derived frdm the percussion of the breast, according to the method 
of Avenbrugger, and a consideration of the fiicility with which 
sound is transmit(ed through solid bodies, suggested to the inventor 
the idea of studying, by the aid of similar intermediums, the different 
sounds which the movements of the respiratory and circulating 
Mgans produce in the interior of the chest, and of ascertaining 
whether the sounds which thev emit might not give some more 
certain signs than those alreaoy known, as to the maladies with 
which they may be affected. Tne instrument, which M. Laennec 
made use of for this purpose, was a cylinder of wood, one foot in 
leQ^th, sixteen lines in diameter, and perfiirat^ in the centre (like 
a pipe) by a bore of three lines diameter. This instrument, when 
applied to tbe chest of a, healthy individual when speaking or sin^* 
in^, only produces a-sort of humming sound, more marked at certain 
points of the chest than others. But when there exists an ulcer 
on the lungs, the humming sound changes into a phenomenon hIUh 
gether singular^ which the invented caUs pecioritoquyy and which 
the reporter, M. Percy, regards as sufficient tor fiimishing a certain 
' and easy sign of ^ny alterations in the state of the lunge. M. La* 
ennec distinguislies three sorts of ptctoriloquy^ which, accm'diiig to 
his anatomical researches, correspond with the size of the uloers, 
with their state of vacuity or fulness, and with the consistency ^ 
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the matter which they tndose. In' advanced stages of pulmoiiaty 
consumption, we have alwa/s /iiscovered, on pressing between the 
true ribs, when the chest is distended, a peculiar emphysematous 
feel, conveying the idea that air is diffused through the cellulujc 
substance of the Tungs, and this we have uaiformly found ai^ 
unfavourable symptom. . ^ 

GAME. — A nobleman, residing in Scotland, desires us to state 
that, by the following, means, he has preserved game from putre- 
faction many weeks^ and UuU grouse sent in this skite^ bv bini, from 
Scodaoid te his frieads in Tewn, has arrived pevfecdy sweet &-^ 
<^ Wrap a piece of ice,, the site of a walmit, in soate linen elotbi two 
or three times fbldeii, them immerse it l»^e strong pure lignie aeid, 
and put it fnsidb of the bivd, wrep the bird up in a piece of linen 
also, moistened wifb the same acid." He nas Ibund the purd 
lignie acid answer without ice. 

TEA.— We have received a long letter from a Dr. ll. Jones, of 
London, on the poisonous quality of the leaves imported into this 
country from China, under the names ofBohea, Souchong, Green^ 
&c. Tea. His experiments conffirm our reports of its mleterioos 

Jropertiea and baneful effects on Uie nervous^ coat of the stomaeb* 
[e attributes to* it» use the pi:evafence of indigestion, nervous hcml^ 
ache, goiit^ geeeral nervees- excitability : of the sy sttai^ and* » Tariefy 
ef ether diseases, to its chemical operation on the ildrvous systeln. 
IKHriog its uste,. be was subject to gout, kidigestieii, and a 1q«i^ train 
ef neryousafiectieas, ffom which he has been entirely' free^ince be 
left it offl He Brakes use of theeompotitiDn 6f Briitsk herbs, no* 
tioed. i» a former mMiber of ear work, whieb he obt^ias at No. I^ 
Clarendon Sqjaare, Somers Town. He proposes some addition to 
theoompesition to Bender it more agreeable to the palate, and mere 
wfaolesbme, which ha^ve beeir adopted.— « We regret that we have 
Bot room for the iosertion'of his letter, onaceoontofthe valoafale 
praptical remarks it contains on the necessity of attending to the 
state of the stomach in cases, of gout and other hereditary oiseaaeai 
We shall give it in our /next nun^r. 

STONE IN TELE BLADDER.— A g^ntlemaii having long been af«- 
flieted*. with considemble pcua in the region of the bladder^ and oUier sympt 
toms of stone, ap^ied to two enmieat surgeons of Londoa ; who, after 
examining the bladder, gave their opinions decide^y that there was no oal^ 
cuius in the bladder, and- that his sufferings arose from a morbid condition 
of nerves. He was treated accordingly, and from the use of anodyn^ 
and cooling medicines, be derived some advantage. The symptoms recur- 
ring in a violent degree afler travelling to Bimiiifgham, he consulted Mr. 
FVere, the leading surgeon of that town, who, oi| examiniiiff the bladder, 
discovered a calculus. The high' charalbter of Mr. Frere induced him to 
place himself entirely under his care. The operation of lithotomy wi£b» 
accordingly performed, and at the exphatiott of a fortnight h^ was pro- 
nounced well. The calouliis was of die size of a pigtMn*9 egg, and of the 
mulberry fonn. We insert this case* ta iadace our leading: sitrgeona to 
devote a little more time to theexaminatioa of patients, and to their history 
of their suffbrinp* — ^If a patient gives an exira fee of three ffuineas to o 
suigeon, we think he is entitled to a little eattra attention. He might a^ 
least expect not to be interrupted by the servant's knuckles on. the door for 
the apace of fifteen minutes. If, on examining a bladder, the gratings 
sensation is evidbnt, denoting the existence of a calculus, the surgeon b 
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not to suppose that he has done hb duty ; for it is of the first importance to 
the patient to ascertain if the calculus be not attached from the bladder, and 
if it be a fair case for the operation. The unfortunate results of the opera- 
tion, into the particulars of which we have had the opportunity to enquire, 
have arisen from the Icu^ration produced by the forcible extraction of tlie 
calculi which adhered to the bladder. In a former number we have noticed 
a case in which the operation terminated most disastrously. That patient 
was told in our presence that the calculus was attached to the bladder, and 
therefore not a proper case for the operation. The calculus was small, and 
as he had passed, some years ago, two calculi evidenUy as large, we advised 
him to take, two or three times a>day, a tumbler of a solution of magnesia^ 
in water iomregnated with the carbonic acid gas, and to attend to his general 
health. We diso presGribed a mixture to keep down morbid irritation in 
the bladder^ By following this advice, we assured him that the probability 
was, the stone would be detached ; and that, like the others, it would pass 
through the urethra. After having persevered in this treatment one month, 
although his sufferings were grpatly mitigated, by the entreaty of a friend 
be consented to consult a physician, under whose care he had recovered 
from dangerous attack of pleurisy ! ! This physician recommended a surgeon, 
who, on examination of tne bladder, discovered a calculus. The operation 
was urged; and as the surgeon ofiiered to perform it for half the lowest sum 
Mr. Ashley expected, he waseniployed. — ^The calculus was forcibly removed ; 
inflammation of the bladder ensued, which terminated in mortification. 
The sufferings of thepatient resisted the powers of the strongest opiates. 

REPORT OF DISEASES.— The metropolis, to the great credit 
of the fiicuUy of medicine, and no doubt to tneir ffreatjoy, has been 
ibr the last two months particularly healthy. This may, in some 
mepsore, be attributed to its deserted state ; or, as some illnatured 

Eeople have insinnated, to the absence of many physicians, who are 
oorishing away at the fashionable watering places. It appears 
also, that in tba country, medical men are much at their leisure ; 
indexed, so much so in Norfolk, Essex, and Suffolk, that if it were 
not for the fiiilures of cow pox, ^^ (hey would have little or nothing 
to do.*' ^ In consequence of the great abundance of fimit of every 
description, enlargement of the oowels, and worms, are common 
among children, wnich, it should be remembered by parents, are the 
forerunners of scrofula and other diseases. — As a remedy for worms, 
and also for enlarged bowels, the basilic powder is the most eflSca- 
cious remedy we are acquainted with, — it not only destroys worms, 
but carries off superabundant slime, &c. The best method of 
administering this powder, is mixed with gin^rbread, on ac^unt 
of its ponderosity, and in this form it is readily taken by children. 
Each nut contains SO grains, which is a dose for an adult ; a quarter 
of a nut is sufficient for a child of five years of age, and half of one 
for one of from seven to ten years of age. and so in proportion* 
These nuts may be obtained at the Medical Hall, 171, Piccadilly. 
We hare met with some cases of Cough, which have, (after having 
resisted other remedies, and attended with symptoms of incipient 
Gonaumption,) gradually jg^iven way to the use of the lettuce lozenges. 
' The inspissated ivAdc juice of the lettuce, which forms their basis, 
evidently (as Dr. Duncan, of Edinburgh, has observed) allays morbid 
irritation of the membrane lining the windpipe, &c. more effectually 
than any other remedy. Of Mr. Want's remedy for gout, and 
M|. Lochyer's magnesia in cases of gout and gravel, we hear much 
c^ommendation. 
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OF Dr. MATON, 

Fellow of the JRo/yal College of Phj^ncians, late Physician to tike Wcstmimter 

Infirmary^ and to the late Queen. 



JL HIS gentleman is a native of Somersetshire, where he spent his 
youthful days, and acquired his first proficiency in learning. He 
commenced his medical studies under the late Dr. Pulteney, of 
Blandford, a celebrated botanist, of whose life he has published a 
biographical memoir. His classical eriucation he reccivea at Oxford, 
but for a knowledge of modern medicine he, is indebted to the hos- 
pitals of Edinburgh, and London, which he attended till he was 
properly qualified to commence the practice of medicine in the 
capacity of a physician. On settlingin liondon, he claimed his right 
of being admitted a member of the Koyal College of Physicians, in 
consequence of having graduated at Oxford, which, as a matter of 
course, was granted. The office of physician to the Westminster 
Infirmary becoming vacant, Dr. Maton offered himself a candidate, 
and was unanimously elected. The duties of this important station 
he discharged for many years, in a manner that gave perfect satis- 
faction to the governors; and the periodical works on medicine of 
those davs, bear ample testimony of his desire to promote medical 
science, by communicating the particulars of the cases of interest, or 
that, were likelv to throw additional light on the nature or treatment 
of diseases. The reputation he thus justly acquired introduced him 
to an extensive practice, and to the notice of the Queen, who ap« 
pointing him physician in ordinary to her person, he found it neces- 
saiT to relinquish his hospital appointment. 

During the period of his censorship, he was much condemned by 
two practitioners for severity they supposed he evinced in the dis- 
charge of his duty ; but his conduct on the occasion, which gave them 
offence, was very liberaL and in every respect creditable to him, as a 
sincere promoter of medical science, and supporter of the true honour 
and respectability of the college. Although an active member of 
the establishment! and a great stickler for its rights, he has never 
shewn that narrowness of mind, and spirit of monopoly, which have 
disgraced many of its members. In supporting the rights of the 
college, he has not sullied his own dignity as a philosopher;;, and if 
t|ie government of it were resigned to him, the doors would be 
thrown open to all who were found to be worthy of admission, with* 
put any prejudice as to the place of their education. Vl^ith him the 
only subject of enquiry would be as to their competency to exercise 
the important office of physician, and to maintain the re&peetability 
of the character in society. The same may be said of oir Henry 
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Halford, Sir J. Faulkner, and Drs. Lambe, Cooke, and Ager. ^ On 
account of his proressional atlainments, Dr« Maton was appointed 
one of the committee for revising the PharmaeopcBia, and^ in^ Um 
department be superintended, viz. the materia medicar the principal, 
if not the only improvements the work received, are to be found. 
As a proof of the confidence of all hid colleagues, he was, a short 
time since, unanimouslv appointed. to the office of treasurer, and we 
believe that it is generally understood, that he will fill the president's 
chair on the first vacancv. 

The specimens Dr. Maton has given of literary abilities, in his 
Life of Dr. Pultenej, and his periodical contributions to the stock 
of medical knowledge, evince the discrimination and penetration 
of the phflosopher, and the stjle of tbe^ scholar. We cannot 
conclude this short sketch of a character, which we wonid hold up ad 
worthy the imitation of junior physiciansj without ej^pressing a 
hope, that he will occasionadljr etetcise his pen for the promotion of 
medical science, and consequently for the benefit of mankind, and 
his influence with his colleagues for the abolition of those narrow 
bve laws, which have lowered them in the opinion of tiaen of 
liberality and scientific attainments ; and to lidopt such ag are mofo 
applicable to the present state 6f medicine in England, and more 
calculated to keep op a spirit of emulatidll and ardour among its 
members. 

The charter was granted to the Colle^ by Henry the Setenth, in the 
days of bigotry and superstition. Classical knowledge being then the 
only test of competency, the candidates were examined by the Bishop 
of London, &nd Dean of St. PauVs. Dr.Securis, a physician of Salis* 
bury, in the sixteenth century, drew up seven articles ** for the 
honest and lawjuln^e of physic/^ in which he proposed, that midwives 
shoilld be examined by the Bishop of London ; and till within the 
last five years, the College has accordingly granted licences to 
accoucheurs, although the examiners were totally ignorant of the 
art ! ! When the College was first established, the Roman Catholic 
system prevailed of keeping the laity in ignorance; persecution of 
men of scientific attainments, or of investigating minds, was the order 
of^heday. When even experiments were made to establish new 
discoveries, bigotry supported her wretched opposition, by resortinr 
to superstition, by which the charge of unhallowed compacts wUh 
Satan was readily made, and most readily received. Hence ever/ 
man who knew more than the priest was branded as a magician, and 
efiectnally silenced by punishment, if they foiled to terrify him into 
a renunciation. In those gloomy times, all men bowed to monkish 
authority ; physicians and judges, legislators and sovereigns, were 
alike sabmissive to the wise or poittie decrees of those ghostly 
tyraets. The charter vras originally granted to the College in the 
true monkish spirit; and notwithstanding the progress of general 
knowledge, and the revolutions in the science of medicine, some 
of the Fellows of the Collie seemed determined to support their 
monkish rights and privileges, b^ confining its government to the 
graduates of the English universities, although they are no longer 
diAook of medicine. Even in these days, the man who has received 
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tbe edttcatifiD of a orient, is an eligible ^candidMe ; and, aa in the 
wretched times of oigotrj aad superstition, be ia required to take 
an oath, that he will support the ancient rights and privileges of the 
C!ollege, as secured by tneir ^charter ; whilst to the graduates of tbo 
first schools of medicine ^the United Kingdom they grant a licence, 
which authorises theafi to prescribe in simple cases of .diseases^ 
dedariaa; that they are not qualified to be admitted members of their 
learned body. The influence of bigotry, especially when connected 
with the domineering authority of the Churdb of Rome, has so far 
coatribated to retard the progress of medicine, that a certain class 
of :phyaicians, generally deaomiaated ^^ priest physiciaas,'* have 
remained stationary, while the class of Sttigeoo-apothecaries, who 
are not under the monkish influence, liave prosecuted their enquiries, 
ibr the benefit of mankind^ into the laws of nature, without any 
dread of persecution* That the medical education of these practi* 
tioaers is very superior to that of the ^' priest physicians,*' is a (act 
ao unprejudiced or unbigotted practitioner will deny. 

But the College of Physicians pretend to be actuated by a roost 
laudable desire of supporting the d^aitv ^nd consequence of their 
4Bembers. This was the cant of the dark ages ; but we will coude* 
Bcend to ask them, if they would not more effectually support their 
dignity y by shewing some regard for the dignity of science. The 
2>ye-laws of the College of Physicians, evince the ruling passion of 
:the miyority of its members. Indeed, the charter itself shews, the 
|»rincipal object the founders had in view, was to monopolise the 
practice of medicine in London ^nd its environs; and hence its 
i>p^ration (luckily for the prepress of medical science) was and stiU 
16 coafioed within the distance of seven miles of London. If the 
iie9c£t of *' His Majesty's liege subjects" had really been their 
ol^ect, or that of Henry the Seventh and his successors who have 
•confirmed the charter, it would not hare been limited to Londoa and 
its environs. Will the bieotted advocates for mj^stery and monkish 
TightB say. that the liv^ ofthe ^^ good and loyal citizens*' of Bristol, 
JSath, and other places beyond Uie limits of their jurisdiction, aro 
Aot as valuable to.thecommiviity, and as much entitled to Royal 
protection as those of *^ the good City of London f Have the 
-CoUege in this ealightened period to learn, that '^^ medical bigotry 
and amlery" is the most contemptible species of quackery ? 

APOPLEXY. — For the following valuable remarks on the pre- 
idiapositioa and prevention of this disease, so prevalent in this ooan* 
4iy, we are indented to the celebrated Dr. Bricheteau ; — 

^* Although apaplexy sometimes happens before the age of forty^ 
yet 4he opinion of Hippocrates, tliat it chiefly affects persons between 
ihe fortieth and sixtieth year, does not appear to be correct. Indeed, 
^aabae^uently to the period named by Hippocrates, plenitude aione 
,66|>ecially occurs in the vessels ofthe brain, after having successively 
manifested itself in the Uood-vessels oif the membranes, &c. of the 
'ohest and belly, by spitting of blood, piles, &c. The skin also^ /about 
^he aame time, loses its softness ano permeability; the fluids retire 
{toward .the interior, and are mpre readily determined toaayoraBn 
iKhidi may become the seat of irritatioa. Fxom a. table iaaertedin 



308 The Gazette of Health. [apoplexy. 

Rochoux*s work, it appears, out of sixty-three cases of ajioplexj, 
two occurred between the twentieth and thirtieth year, eignt be- 
tween the thirtieth and fortieth, seven between the fortieth and 
fiftieth, ten between the fiftieth and sixtieth, twentj-three between 
the sixtieth and seventieth, twelve between the seventieth and 
eightieth, and one between the eightieth and ninetieth. 

*' No particular temperatneht seems to be particularly suliyect to 
attacks of apoplexy; for although corpulence has been said to pre- 
disDose to it, dry and spare habits, according to the comparative 
tables orRochoux, are more frequently its victims than the plethoric. 
Yet, if to the peculiarities of organization, remarked in most of 
those who were aiSicted with apoplexy, and which, when combined, 
form the apoplectic constitution, characterised by a large head, red 
face, short and thick neck, broad shoulders, capacious chest, pro- 
minent belly, low stature, robust limbs, and considerable corpulence, 
are added habits calculated to produce a determination of blood to 
the brain, while the other organs are kept nearly in a state of in* 
active life, excitement is concentrated, as it were, in one point of the 
nervous system, all the functions dependent on the brain acquire a 

Sredominancy, and this surplus of vitality commonly effects the 
estruction of the individual. 

^ Among the predisposing causes of apoplexy may be enumerated, 
a too succulent and immoderate diet, frequent intoxication, excessive 
indulgence of passion in advanced age, and effeminate and in- 
dolent life suddenly succeeding to one oF active occupation, the 
habitual use of warm water, or vapour baths, and the partial pres- 
sure of tight clothes. Certain professions in which the nody is con- 
stantly bent, and the head dependent, predispose also to this disease. 
Grinders, miners, especially such as work in mines of quicksilver, 
and workmen in looking-glass manufactories, are frequently the 
victims of apoplexy. Bourbier speaks of a young man, whose 
paternal grandfather, father, and mother, died of apoplexy, and who 
' himself, at the a^e of twenty-two, was afflicted with the precursory 
symptoms. He is a joiner, low in stature, with a short neek^ and 
large head. During the last eighteen months, he has frequently 
been obliged to apply at I'Hotel-Dieu, on account of giddiness, and 
faltering of the tongue. After violent head-aches, attended with 
noise in the ears, and redness of the face, he is siezed with momen- 
tary dumbness, during which all objects subjected to his vision ap- 
pear to have changed colour, and the carotid arteries throb with 
violence. The application of leeches succeeds in averting theim- 
pending danger. £pi]epsy, the paroxysms of which are frequent 
and severe; rickets, which, by distortion of the chest, has impeded 
the circulation ; disposition of the heart to aneurism, with thickening 
of its substance; obstruction of the larger arteries, in consequence 
of wound or aneurism; distension of the uterus, and constipation, 
may be considered predisposing causes of apoplexy « 

'^ It has been asserted by some physicians, and, among others, by 
Rochoux, that . apoplexy is rarely announced by any precursory 

Smptom. This error probably arises from the circumstance of 
e symptoms being very slight; and hence, of the physician being 
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seldom consulted till the attack has taken place. But on cs^utiously 
questioning those who have experienced repeated attacks ofapoplexy, 
we find sj^mptoros highly important to be acquainted with at the 
commencement of the Jiseaee, are generally attendant. It is in 
peculiar cases only, that apoplexy attacks suddenly, without any 
premonitory symptom. 

^^ This part of the history of apoplexy has commonly been neglected 
by authors; but M. Bourbier has ably filled up the void, in the 
thesis already quoted. The following description is taken from hia 
work: ' Head-ache, confined to- one side or point of the head, is 
one of the most constant precursory symptoms of apoplexy. This 
frequently recurs, and is sometimes accompanied by sense of weight, 
dazzled vision, stupor, giddiness, and singing in the ears. Less 
frequent, but equally certain, are, sudden flushings of the face, 
weakness, or momentary loss of sight and intellect, giddiness on 
stooping, and lastly, a real coup de sang* ;— frequently an inability 
to swallow, a stammering, and irresistible tendency to sleep, and 
sometimes slight distortion of the mouth, night mare, and frightful 
dreams; — the limbs grow weak, and totter on walking. There are 
•occasional cramps, sensations of prickling, and of cold in the 
•extremities; and in some cases such an imperfect sense of (ouch 
exists^ that a slight gause seems to be placed between the fingers, 
and every object in contact with them. 

^^^ Among these precursory symptoms may also be particularized 
•squinting, double or fantastic vision, an appearance cff luminous 
points, resembling electric sparks, especially at night; redness of 
the eyes, a blueish livid circle about the orbits, sudden blindness, and 
impaired hearing, taste, and smell. Sometimes half of the tongue, 
and one of the nostrils, only retain their respective powers. There 
are likewise convulsive motioas of the eye, face, nostrils, and hands; 
unusual pulsation of the temporal artery, bleeding of the nose, 
announcing over distension of the vessels of the brain. All these 
signs are indeed observed in other aflfections of the brain ; yet, if 
combined in any considerable number, in the apopieiic kabit^ they 
announce with great certainty, an impending attack of this disease. 

^ It will readily be admitted that these symptoms, when occurring 
in persons of the apoplectic constitution, or those afiected with 
aneurism of the heart, will acquire additional importance^ and 
announce more pressing danger. I have freouently known patients 
suffering from thid disease to complain of gidainess, and be suddenly 



* This term is generally employed to express a sudden attack of 
ap<^lexy; but strictly speaking, it signifies only a momentary 
afflux of blood to the heacl, or a spurious fit of apoplexy, ushered in 
by all the precursory symptoms, which speedily disappears without 
;a succession of any serious consequence, and for the most part, 
leaving the patient in a better state of health than he was previously 
to the attack. Young persons are subject to such attacks without 
the occurrence of real apoplexy. In advanced life, they are fre- 
quently the precursors of fatal apoplexy. 
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atttcked by upoplexy. To soeh oiM6 tbe fbUcmiiig preventird 
treatias^nt will particularly apply. 

^ The dangerous nature, and oftea promptly fotal issue of this 
disease^ should iadute the pbysiciafl to collect, with the most 
minute attention, from his patteiKs, its slightest precursory signs^ 
so as, if possible, to prevent its taking place. This fortunate resul| 
may sometimes be, by YigilaUt obserTatiM) attained. Against an 
ifl-placed Gonfidenee in the preservative and anti-apoplectic re- 
medies, absurdly eulogised by some authors, it is superfluous to 
caution the enlighten^ readers, who must be aware tnat tlie pre- 
ventive treatment of afioplexy should consist less in pharmaceutical 
resources, than in cautious observations of ttie rules of health • The 
superstitious presoriptions of some ^Mdulous writers on medicine, 
are caicalaled only to excite pity and contempt. Diet and exercise 
aiford powerful means of averting the attacxs of apoplexy. Men 
advanced in years, being obviously most subject toaooplexy, should 
rigorondy observe a system of abstinence and bodily activity, and 
more particularly, if in the habit of devoting much time to litera- 
ture. In fact, it is evident that if an individual in the decline of 
wge, lead, on the one hand, a sedentary life with considerable exer- 
cise of the bmin, and on the other,' indulge inordinately in the 
pleasures of the table, he incurs the risk of an attack of apoplexy, 
in proportion as he may be predisposed to it. Many aged persons 
Imve been destroyed by this disease, in consequence of overloading 
the stomach, particularly in the evening. Portal remarks, that the 
(attacks of apoplexy daring the night were less frequent at Pm^, 
^ho n the habit olT taking supper was abandoned. After meals it is 
|rroper to employ moderate exercise ; and when this is impracti- 
'cabie, to substitute for it some amusement, whereby the drowsiness 
to which we are naturally disposed may be averted. Any mental 
commotion, which, by distuibing the functions of the stomach, may 
^Mcite an injurious fe-action upon the brain, should also, during 
the proeess of digestion, be avoided. 

*^ Piersons of a corpulent habit, with excess of strength, should 
subsist on vegetable substances, acid, and laxatives; and abstain 
trofa all excitant and nutritive food, and spirituous liquors. Lfga- 
tm« and tight clothing of every description, about the neck, are 
•equally prejudicial • Persons have died of i^oplexy , in consequence 
•of wearing a tight cravat. 

^ The use of the cold bath is totally unsuited to the apoplectic 
constitution; and warm ones, as ikvouring a determination of blood 
to the brain, should be employed with the utmost precaution. 

** Cold water to the head, dry friction, and irritants to the extre- 
mities, tnay, on the contrary, be prescribed with success. It is 
TeqnisHe to guard against atmospheric vicissitudes, and any undue 
"elevation of temperature, however regular. 

^ Among the excretions, which it is important to regulate and 
promote, those of the intestines demand particular attention 4 aocu- 
mvlation in them are evidently capable of producing prejudicsal 
reaction 6f the brain. 

^< Bleeding constitutes one eif the.principri preservative remedies 
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Its emplo^tnenf, in (he firet instatlce, ifi always proper tit persont 
who exiiibit the precursory symptoms, and more particularly in 
those who exhibit such symptoms, in consequence of a suppressed 
discharge, as piles, bleeding of the nose, Arc, or in aneurismal 
affections of the heart. In the event of cessation of the discharge 
of piles, this eracnation, which is always useful to those who are 
menaced with apoplexy, should be restored by the reiterated appli- 
cation of leeches to the seat of the complaint, and the employment 
of aloes, and the warm hip bath. An artificial determination to the 
seat of piles may, by these means, be advantageously excited, by 
averting the existing determination of blood to the brain. A case 
recorded by Lancisi, suiBciently proves the efficacy of bleeding in 
averting impending apoplexv. It relates to a man, aged 60^ of a 
full anq corpulent nabit, and addicted to good living and sedentary 
pursuits, in whom the loss of some pounds of blood, within a short 
period, by bleeding at the nose, completely removed all the symptoms 
of a menaced attack of this disease. 
^ *' After a sufficient deplcftion by bleeding, a brisk purgative may be 

* employed with great advantage. Their continuea use establishes 

a point of irritation, beneficial as a diversion in the intestinal canal ; 
and in patients who suffer firom head-ache and other precursory 
^mptoms of apoplexy, they should be occasionally repeated. Pro- 
fessor Pinel employs them in those cases with great success. 
^ The Bengal antibilious pill, on account of the copious evacuations 

thev produce, and their effects in unloading congestion of the viscera, 
find aetennining to the rectum, are for this purpose preferable to 
any other remedy. 

*^ Blisters, caustics, and setons, are likewise usefol derivatives, 
especially when the predisposition is Tery strong, or when, on the 
^ure of a cutaneoqs eruption or old drain« an attack of apoplei^y is 
lipprehended. These artificial discharges may also be rery useful 
**^ to women who, at the critical period of life, are menaced with an 
attack of apoplexy. Long sleep should be avoided by corpulent 
subjects. A hard bed, the head more elevated than thetrunk, should 
be preferred. Long continued watching, particulariy when spent 
JR study, is injurious. If the head becomes heated, and the vision 
disturbed, it will be proper to rest for some time in a quiet state ; and 
afterwards^ abstain from application -during several hours, In 
general, men, upon whom literary pursuits Jproduce thes^ effe6«B, 
should relinquish them altogether. It is, indeed, d^fficnlt to inter- 
dict the pleasure of study at an age when the pale of enjoyment 
becomes so much cfrcumscrlbed; but there remains no alternative. 
Study, in the horizontal posture^ 'should be especially prohibited^ 
since this situation greatly fiiyours an impulse of blood to the 
brain. 
«' ' *^ Bourbier, in his thesis, ^es excellent advice to persons pre- 
jRsposed to apoplexy, on retiring from business, to use IxMlily ex- 
ercise, in order to avert the disease. Experience has shewn that 
many have fellen victims to a sudden change from a life of business 
to one of inactivity and indulgence. This author also justly remarks, 
that the predisposition <o apoplexy should be comtmted rather by 
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diet than by frequent blood-letting, except when the patient is really 
menaced by an attack. The effect of bleeding is temporary, and its 
frequent repetition becomes necessary. When the habit of losing 
blood is contracted, it cannot be discontinued without serious risk, 
while a judicious regimen is every moment operating, and its effects 
are the more certain as being more slow and gradual. 

'^ To the means just indicated may be joined the habitual use of 
the fbx-glove, the ordinary effect of which is, to reduce the action of 
the heart and arteries, and, consequently, to diminish the impetus of 
blood towards the head. This medicine is especially indicated 
when there exists any increase of action of the neart — a frequent 
cause of the disease which has formed the subject of this memoir.** 

From ^ to SO drops of the saturated tincture of the leaves 
(carefully dried) may be taken twice a day. 

When a slight preternatural determination of blood to the head 
exists in a person of an apoplectic constitution, the most trifling 
circumstance tending to increase the determination, will bring on a 
fit. We have lately met with four cases of the disease, one of which 
occurred during the time the patient was pulling on a tight boot; 
another occurred during the time of trotting a horse along a paved 
street (which the patient did by the advice of a physician); the third 
subject fell down at the time he was shaving the throat with his head 
inclined backwards ; and the fourth was attacked at the time of re- 
lieving his bowels. All the circumstances in which these patients 
were engaged at the time the disease occurred, increased the deter^ 
mination of blood to the head. In all, the disease proved fatal, not- 
withstanding the most active means were promptly employed, as, 
copious abstraction of blood, stimulating lavemens, sinapisms to the 
feet, drastic purgatives, cold water to the head; blisters between the 
shoulders, &c. &c. 

GALVANISM.— -f Dr. I)<;5a>ic/iy*fc//<jr, continued from p. 279.) 
The only ill effect, if such it may be called, of the new proceeding, 
is the final deep oxydation of the plate; but of what consequence 
is this? Is it not better to employ a little more time in rubbing them 
with emery* paper, after the operation, than to lose so much more 
in reinforcing the pile to the annoyance of the nose and lungs 
of the assistants ? Ferhaps the piles, cceleris paribus, will be of 
shorter duration than before! Well ; let it be so. You have only 
to.make. the plates thicker, and so much the more, that in a certain 
degree the greater the thickness, the more it tends to increase the 
force. As to the greater consumption of the acid, I shall not notice 
it, being a matter of no consideration, where drachms will be em« 
ployed and not pounds, as in the common Cruikshank's troughs. 
And supposing the expence is in some degree increased, what com- 

5 arisen does it bear to the restoring of the life of a fellow-creature ? 
*herefore I have thought proper to add to the apparatus a sponge, 
a drying cloth, some metallic wires, with moveable inaulating 
glass tubes, a ^lass cylinder, of nearly the same dimensions of the 
pile, for the acid bath of the same ; small bottles, containing water 
and acid, for applying it; some smaller ones, with glass caps, for 
holding certain ethereal and stimulating liquors; a gullet syringe. 
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small hox'hettows of my own invention ; some needles with waxed 
silk for arranging again the pile, if by accident it should break in 
using it; and for obtaining a light suddenly, and fire suddenly, at 
any season, without much trouble, even an ignitor may be added, 
and a riband and some lancets for bleeding, in case it should be ne- 
cessary. The importance of all these precautions are well known to 
every one who has been called to give medical assistance in cases of 
suspended animation, as sometimesthelapseof time occurring between 
suspended animation and departed life amounts to only a few seconds^ 
Mr. Massi and myself have found the waxed silk preferable to oiled, 
and more easily to be prepared. With regard to the gullet syringe and 
box bellows^ I will make them a subject of a future communication. 
Meanwhile Mr. Bouvier, a skUful French engineer, has received my 
instructions for making them. 

" Notwithstanding it contains a pile sufficiently strong, and all 
the mentioned apparatus, the chest w\\\ scarcely exceed a foot in 
length, and four or five inches in breadth and depth : so much have 
the improvements contributed to render this chest more portable to 
the medical assistant, and to contain in a smaller compass, not only 
the ancient instruments, but also tlie new ones for restoring sus- 
pended animation. 

** Perhaps when the application of galvanism is better understood, 
the bellows may become useless in many cases, as the experi- 
ments, successfully repeated at Mr. Pettigrew's, in presence of my- 
self, and other friends of the science, have clearly proved the 
power of galvanism to be sufficient to restore even respiration. 

'' At the beginning, this letter was the same as tliat addressed to 
you in the twelfth number of the Ape Italiana n Londra; but having 
given up that Journal for the purpose of a closer application to mor6 
important objects, and particularly to complete the interesting work 
which you so happily began ; you will see that it is going on rarther. 
The subject, however, milst be carried on still fisirther, and the un- 
foreseen results of some new experiments mav perhaps induce me to 
adopt again the first construction of the neck-lace pile, with divi- 
ding clothes, smaller than the plates, but on a much latiger scale 
than yours. The very same experiments remove all doubt that the 
medical power of the pile is in proportion, not only of the number 
of plates, but even of the extent of the acting surfaces, as the aug- 
mentation of the acid has clearly confirmed the polar condensations 
to be not only the effect of the heterogeneity of the pilar elements^ 
but even (and for the greatest part) of their chemical reaction. 

43, King-street^ Covent Garden. fTo be continued,) 

STONE IN THE BLADDER.— In a late publication, entitled 
•* Cases in Surgery," by Mr. Kirby, the author avows his intention 
to revive the high operation for the stone in the bladder, on the first 
suitable opportunity that may be presented to him, from a con- 
Tiction that this mode of removing calculi from ttie human bladder 
is much the Shfest, and that it has been relinquished only to make 
way for one requiring more dexterity and display. Mr. Carpue, an 
eminent surgeon of this metropolis, has become a convert to Mr. 
Kirby*s opinion, chiefly in consequence of having seen the bigb 

VOL. IV. s s 
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operation performed in Paris. About two years ago, Mr. Carpue 
being desirous to know the state of surgery in France, visited Paris. 
The reception he met with from the majority of the medical practi- 
tioners, was highly flattering to him. The object of his journey being 
known to M. Moraud, of Rue St. Honoris a respectable apothecary, 
that gentleman informed him that Dr. Souberbielle would perform 
the operation of lithotomy the following morning, on a gentleman 
ageil ()4, at the Hotel d'Invalides. Mr. Carpue accordingly attended 
the operation; of which he gives the following animated account: 

" The patient, M. de Walville, entered the room with much com- 
posure, and ascended the table. Being placed as is usual in the 
operation for the stone, Dr Souberbielle, having introduced a staff, 
made an incision in the perinaeum, and into the membranous part of 
the urethra ; he then introduced a director into the groove of the 
staff, which he withdrew : he now passed along the director, (an in- 
strument that had somewhat the form of a catheter,) which was held 
by an assistant It is not possible for any one to conceive my astonish- 
ment; I could not comprehend for what purpose this was intro- 
duced. The director was removed, and the instrument was suffered 
to remain in the bladder. The ligatures were taken from the feet of 
the patient* who was placed in a very different position. The opera- 
tor made an incision in the integuments and fat three or four inches 
in length above the pubis. I now perceived that Dr Souberbielle 
ivas about to perform the high operation. He proceeded with great 
coolness, and extracted a large stone, then another, another, and 
another; he now drew forth a large quantity of small calcareous 
panicles: this rendered the operation tedious, which the patient 
bore with great courage. Baron Percy said, * Dr Souberbielle, I 
think that you bad better inject the bladder :* the doctor answered, 
* there is no occasion, for I can feel every part of the bladder, and 
there is not a particle of calculus remaining.* The operation being 
finished, the patient was put to bed. We retired into the adjoining 
apartment. Baron Percy said it was usual for the Attendant-Sur- 
geons, when they approved of an operation, to signify the same* 
On this he wrote the annexed paper, stating that Dr. Souberbeiile 
had operated with great ability ; that the stone consisted of variously- 
sized particles, which, when collected, were about the size of a 
turkey*s egg; and that the Professors and Doctors present, (the Sur-* 
geons in Paris rank with, and have the degree of Doctor,) were of 
opinion that the patient was in a state which afforded the greatest 
hopes of his recovery." 

The patient speedily recovered, and several other patients who had 
been operated upon in the same manner, some of them under un- 
favourable circumstances as to age, &c., were soon effectually relieved 
from their sufferings by the high operation. 

After deliberating on the advantages and disadvantages ofihehtgh 
operation, and the one resorted to in this country, termed the lateral 
operation, Mr Carpue concludes, that the former is, for many im- 
portant reasons, entitled to a preference. The great objections to the 
lateral operation, he says, are '* working in the dark with doubtful 
success, 'lacerating and dividing parts to such an extent, and in sucU 
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a manner, as often to produce fatal bleeding, and other serious con-^ 
sequences, the most common of which is wounding the rectum. 
The stone is not so readily discovered, and if it breaks, the particles 
are not so easily removed. If the stone be in a cyst, and situated 
above the prostate, it cannot so easily be found and extracted, or 
removed without danger." Thus to prejudice his readers in favour 
of the high operation, the dangers and inconveniences of the lateral 
operation are extravagantly magnified. Now, if one operation is 
more hazardous, more complex, or more painful than the other, we 
have no hesitation in stating, that one is the high operation. 

At the Bristol Infirmary, we know that Mr Allard performed the 
lateral operation nearly eighty times ; and in every case, it proved 
completely successful : and why ? Because Mr. Allard attended to 
the subsequent management of the wound ; and, not like some sur* 
geons of the London Hospitals, leave the dressing of the wound to 
the care of inexperienced pupils. On this most cruel conduct 
we have animadverted in a former number ; and Mr Carpue, in his 
history of the high operation, observes, " in the course of twenty 
years' practice, I have invariably found that the after-treatment of 
the patient is not of less importance to his life than the operation it- 
self." 

Mr Carpue, on referring to his old books on surgery, has discover- 
ed that the mode of operating, adopted by Dr Souberbielle, is the 
same as was employed by Frire CSmCy forty years ago. 

Mr Carpue acknowledges, " that the high operation cannot loell 
be performed on a corpulent subject ; that it is altogether out of 
the question when there is a thickening of the coats of the bladder, 
preventing its being raised above the pubis." On the other hand, it 
»must be admitted, the lateral method cannot be resorted to where 
disease of the urethra and prostate gland prevents the passage of the 
staff, or where the stone is very large. In such cases, the high 
operation is the only one that can be safely adopted. Notwithstand- 
ing a catheter is left in the urethra, after the extraction of calculus 
by the high operation, the French surgeons introduce " a piece of 
sofl linen, half an inch wide, and eight inches long, into the bladder, 
through the incised wound, one end touching the neck of the blad- 
der, and the other hanging out, for the purpose of conveying, by 
capillary attraction, the urine from the bladder that may not pass 
off by the catheter." The pressure of the linen against the end of 
the catheter, one would suppose, by preventing the escape of the 
urine by that instrument, was moie likely to prove hurtful than 
otherwise ; and if the incised wound be properly dressed with ad- 
hesive plaster and bandages, the conveyance of the urine from the 
bladder by capillary attraction would be greatly impeded, if not pre- 
vented. This linen is kept in the bladder three days!! The old 
nurses and the patients suppose that it has some wonderful magic 
influence. 

A correspondent in Paris informs us, that the reception Mr. Carpue 
experienced from the leading surgeons of Paris, was very far from 
being flattering, although he presented to them letters of introduction 
from Mr. Asiiey Coop«r. One (M. Rous) condescended to speak to him 
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in the open hall of his bouse ; and, after reading Mr« Cooper's letter 
of introduction, and asking him if be was not an Irishman, observed, 
** you will DO doubt pick up much practical knowledge in Paris.*' 
He begged to be remembered to Mr. A. Cooper, and wished him a 
good morning. So much for the politeness of a French surgeon, and 
a behaviour flattering to an Englishman. 

COW POX. — The publication in our fortj-fifth number, of a 
distressing case of this disease, which terminated fiitally, has induced 
Dr. Lucaf), of Hatfield, who attended the in&nt, to publish the 
particulars. It appears bj his statement, that the vaccine matter 
was obtained from an unexceptionable subject at the National Vac- 
cine Establishment. On the eighth daj, when all appeared to be 
'going on most favourably, the vesicle was punctured for the por-> 

Jose of testincp two children, who had been vaccinated two jears 
efore, (would not small pox matter have been a better teat, or 
rather, is it not the o;k^ proper test?) On the ibllowiog morning 
the surrounding inflammation increased, and in the evening the 
child was affected with fever. Notwithstanding the application of 
cold lotions, the inflammation spread until ^' it successively covered 
the whole body, ^xc^pt the feet and upper part of the head/' The 
legs then became eoematous. The pulse continued very rapid^ 
^^ never under thirteen strokes in five seconds." On ^* the eighteenth 
day the child died, with every appearance of mortification of the 
bowels.*' The inflammation, after travelling nearly all over the 
fiurface of the body, the doctor thinks, extendecfits route to the mucous 
membrane of the bowels. The infant took ^^ several little boats of 
gruel, with great aviditv, three days before it died," which the doc« 
tor thinks was *^ probably from a sense of internal heat." ^ 

That cow pox was the exciting cause of the disease which proved 
fatal. Dr. Lucas admits ; *^ but," says he^ *^ the violence of the inflam- 
mation depending rather on some peculiar constitutional irritability 
of the skin than any virulent property of the vaccine fluid, it is to 
be hoped that it will not operate as a check upon the practice of 
vaccination." That a moroid degree of irritaoility of the skin 
favoured the progress of inflammation, is not improbable ; but the 
inflammation was that peculiar kind which W almavs excited by 
vaccine matter, and we firmly believe by nothing, else. Now had 
small pox matter been employed, would no^t the result baye been 
very difibrent? Our experience, which has been very considerable 
in this disease, disposes us to attribute the mischief to the puncturing 
of the vpsiple. The irritation that ensued may be considered a proof 
of an absorption of lymph ; and the second absorption uniformlt/ 
excites more constitutional disturbance, and is followed by more 
obstinate inflammation than the first. It appears strange to us that 
when th^ doctor visited the child in the evening, when he says he 
found it affected with ibver, that he did not think it necessary to 
examine the punctured arm. Might not an immediate application 
to the part have prevented aq ei^tension of the inflammation ? The 
doctor inquires, ^"^ 'Would it not, in similar cases, be safer practice 
to abstain ft'om all external applications, allowing the cutaneous 
_ A_.^.- ^^ spend itself, undiecked^^ upon the surface, and using only 
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the most diligent meens to subdue the inflasDmatoTy excitement of 
the system? " We beg to ask the doctor if it would not have been 
good practice to have unloaded the sanguiferous system by application 
of leeches, and thereby produce a state of system which would not 
favour inflammatory action? If the system had been so reduced^ 
would not the external applications of a cold lotion have succeeded 
in checking the progress of inflammation? Did not the drowsiness 
of the patient indicate a plethoric state of the system? If the un- 
fortunate result be solely attributable to some morbid state of the 
constitution, it shews the necessity of a preparatory treatment^ 
which the advocates for vaccination ridicule. Mercurial pur^atives^ 
and the topical application of mercurial ointment, we nave never 
found to fail in sobouing vaccine inflammation* 

The reports of vaccination from the Continent are very contra<» 
dictory. In some parts of Germany it has fallen into disrepute. 
From Denmark, wnere the practice is enforced by authority, the 
accounts of its preventive powers against small pox are exceedingly 
favourable. In Copenhagen, between the vears 1752 and 1762, the 
small pox carried off 2644 persons; in the next ten years 21 1& 
From 1772 to 1782, 2233; and from 1782 to 1792, 2735. In 1802 
cow pox was introduced, and from that time to 181S, 158 persons 
died of small pox, since which not a single case of small pox has 
occurred in the dominions of the King of Denmark. That proper 
attention was not paid, by many surgeons, to the period of taking 
lymph, for communicating the disease for some time after the sup- 
posed preventive power of vaccination against small pox contagion 
was made known m this country, will not admit of a doubt, and to 
this circumstance many failures are to be attributed. About fifteen 
years ago, a surgeon to a dispensary applied to us for vaccine mat- 
ter. We told him that the disease was too far advanced, and, 
besides, that secondary inflammation had taken pl^ce, which had 
&r advanced to suppuration. The surgeon's patients, however^ 
had become so clamorous in consequence of his having frequently 
deferred the operation, that he obstinately insisted upon taking some 
of the matter, and with it he inoculated several children. It of 
course aflbrded no security against small pox. 

WATERY Yl^KD.—C Hydrocephalus. J— Mr. Heineken, a medi- 
cal practitioner of Bow, in Middlesex, has published two cases of in* 
disposition, termed by him, hydrocephalus, which terminated favour-^ 
ably under his care. — The patients were both females, one aged 
nine years and the other only two years. We select the case of the 
latter, on account of its more clearly elucidating his mode of 
treatment. 

•• Mary Anne Murrell, the daughter of labouring parents, two 
yeare of age, and of healthy appearance. On the 20th of June I 
found her in a state of great irritability and uneasiness ; evidently 
suffering, but unable to say from what cause; when lying in bed 
wishing to sit up, and when sitting up desiring imiDediately to re- 
turn to bed ; very cross ; frequently starting and crying out in her 
sleep, and dozing continually : she had much fever; an unpleasant 
vapid expression about the eyes; and the motions were the most 
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offensive that I ever remember seeing. For some time she was ob- 
served to have been unwell, lolling her head about, and complaining 
of being sleepy and tired; and she had lost an elder sister from (I 
have little doubt] the same complaint I ordered her two grains of 
calomel, with one of antimony four times daily ; the head to be 
shaved, and kept continually wet; four leeches to the temples ; and 
on the following morning a blister to the nape of the neck. On the 
•523d she was much the same, and four more leeches were applied. 

** Between this and the 30th she fluctuated almost daily, but upon 
the whole might be considered improving; and as the alvine evacu- 
ations were frequent and rather more healthy, the calomel was given 
three times in the day only. From this period the improving state 
of the stomach and the decline of the disease may be dated, and she 
is now enjoying good health. The system was not at all affected by 
the mercury." 

Few practitioners of experience will agree with Mr. Heineken, in 
pronouncing the complaint of Mary Ann Murrell, hydrocephalus. 
Had he called to his assistance Dr. Curry, he would have referred f 
the affection of the head and bowels to a disordered state of the 
liver, and the recovery of the patient he would have attributed to the 
operation of the calomel, \n** cnoloe^ueing'^ the,biliary duct, Thisgreat 
man considers calomel an infallible test of hepatic derangement; 
and when under its influence a patient's health improves, he con- 
siders the result to be a certain proof of the correctness of his 
opinion, or rather his splendid hepatic system of medicine. — Dr. 
Yeates, however, so far differs with the learned Dr. Curry, that he 
regards the salutary effects of mercury, when the head is disordered, 
an indisputable evidence that the sufferings of the patient arose from 
an- effusion of water in the ventricles oi the brain. The late Dr. 
Musgrave would have denominated the complaint of Mary Ana 
Murrell the spurious worm fever, arising from abstruction of the •^ 
mysenteric gland, and disordered state of the intestinal canal ; and 
that the complaint was of this nature, we are much inclined to 
believe. This is confirmed in some measure by the effects of the 
medicine ; for as soon as it operated briskly on the bowels, the symp- 
toms began to subside, and the general health to improve. We cannot 
agree with Mr. Heineken, in supposing that a patient in this climate 
can take eight grains of calomel for ten days, without " at all affect- 
ing the system ;" because the child was not salivated, are we to 
suppose that the system was not affected by the mercury? If it 
was not, how did it act in removing the water which he supposed 
was effused in the head ? 

HYDROPHOBIA.— A Mr. Greening, of Aldersgate-street, has 
published the particulars of a case of this disease, which terminated 
fatally, under the care of ** Mr. Price, a Surgeon, of Bliston, and his 
Apprentice, John Greening** The patient. Master Bullock, was only 
five years of age. The parts about the temples were much lacerated 
by the dog; not only the muscles, but even the membrane covering 
the bone, were ** ripped" off; " one wound penetrated through the 
eye-lid, into the back part of the orbit of the right eye." In addition 
to these, there were many more wounds on the arms, face, &c. &c» 
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The Wjounds were too extensive to admit of excision of the parts.— 
Mr. Price, or his Apprentice, Master Greening, " well washed the 
wounds with a mixture of water and caustic alkali, after which the 
parts were dressed with a strong solution of lunar caustic, sufficiently 
thin to penetrate the smaller interstices of the wounds ;" a clyster 
and a fever medicine were then administered. On the following day, 
the eschars, produced by the caustic applications, were very con- 
siderable ; they were accordingly poulticed ; the poor boy, he says, 
spent a restless night How could it have been otherwise, after 
a strong solution of lunar caustic was introduced into the interstices 
of the wounds, one of which penetrated into the posterior part of the 
orbit of the eye, and in others the bone was bare? 

The next day, an opening medicine was administered, the opera- 
tion of which quieted the system. On the following day, a scruple 
of mercurial ointment was ordered to be rubbed into each thigh 
daily. The eschars sloughed off favourably, and the discharge was 
healthy. The mercurial friction and fever medicine were continued 
for fourteen days, when the mouth and bowels were affected by tiie 
mercury. Symptoms of hydrophobia now appeared, which rapidly 
increased, and in three days terminated in death. This case is 
valuable, inasmuch as it shews that salivation, which has been so 
much recommended by some medical writers as a certain means of 
curing the disease, was so far from proving beneficial, that it 
clearly accelerated its progress. In the first instance, we think the 
poor hoy*s sufferings would have been considerably less had laudanum 

been administered 

OBSTINATE CONSTIPATION.— The following very serious 
case of constipation, in which quicksilver in a metallic state was 
advantageously administered, occurred in the practice of Mr. Mal- 
colm, an eminent Surgeon, of Perth. — " John Rose, aged 26, was 
taken ill on Thursday, the 17th of June, with violent pains in the 
bowels, attended with constipation ; he applied to an Apothecary, 
who gave him a dose of castor oil, which was immediately ejected; 
an ounce of Epsom salt was then exhibited, which was also thrown 
up. In the evening Surgeon Monteith saw him, who found the 
belly much tumified. Mr. M. abstracted blood from a vein, to the 
extent of two pounds, and prescribed small doses of calomel, with 
a solution of the Epsom salt, castor oil, and other purgatives. He 
likewise ordered lavemens. The medicines were for the most part 
vomited, and the lavemens did not succeed in bringing away faeces. 
This course was persevei*ed in till the morning of the 22d, when a 
midwife of her own accord gave him a lavement of tobacco, (made 
by boiling half an ounce of tobacco in half a pint of water;) this 
was succeeded by excessive faintness and sickness, but no fascial 
discharge. In the evening Mr. Malcolm saw the patient with Mr. 
Monteith. The belly was very hard and distended, with great 
anxiety of countenance, a pulse scarcely perceptible ; the extremi- 
ties cold, clammy perspirations, almost incessant vomiting, and very 
distressing hiccup. 

Two pounds of quicksilver were ordered to be swallowed, and the 
following clyster to be injected. Take of venice turpentine,' three 
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drachms. Starch clyster half a pound. Mix the venice turpentine 
with the yolk of an egg, and then add gradually the starch clyster. 
On the next day, he had an evacuation from the bowels, which 
afforded great relief, tiie pulse 100. Hiccup continued, but the 
Tomttting had ceased. 

A clyster of half a pint of infusion of senna was ordered to be 
injected, and a little beef tea to be taken by way of nourishment. 
In the evening he had many foetid evacuations, the hiccup left him, 
and he felt considerably relieved on the 24th. The bowels were 
sufficiently open, and the pulse full and strong; the beliy a little 
hard, t?o appearance of the quicksilver ; an ounce of castor oil was 
administered, and beef tea and whey were directed to be taken at 
intervals. In the evening, the quicksilver not having passed off, the 
lower part of the trunk was a little raised, that the quicksilver might 
pass the arch of the colon, where it was supposed to be lodged. 
About two hours afterwards, nearly half the quantity of quick- 
silver was evacuated, and the following morning four ounces more. 
The remainder escaped at different times with the faeces. He com- 
plained of soreness of the mouth, which Mr. Malcolm attributed to 
the calomel be had taken under the care of Mr. Monteith. He 
ordered a drachm of precipitated sulphur to be taken, and a solu- 
tion of Epsom sah ; two days afterwards he was pronounced well. 

There can be little doubt that the quicksilver was the principal 
agent in removing the cause of the constipation, which was probably 
•* introsnsception." Of the auxiliary remedies, the abstraction of 
blood, by keeping down inflammation, and by quieting the sys- 
tem, had a considerable share in the cure. The case is a very im- 
portant one, as shewing, not only the importance of quicksilver in a 
metallic state, in obstinate constipation, (a much neglected remedy 
in such cases), but of the propriety of exhibiting it to the extent of 
two pounds, instead of an ounce or two, as is the practice with some 
physicians. 

MEDICAL EXCURSION on the CONTINENT, fCon- 
tinuedfrom page 288^.— *On my return through Rouen, I was much 
pleased with the appearance of the principal hospital of the city. 
Remarkable cleanliness and order pervade these establishments, all of 
which are under the management of the government, and are main- 
tained by the appropriation of certain taxes, levied on different 
articles of provision, and collected at the several entrances to the 
cities. These receiving houses are called barrieres, similar to our turn- 
pike gate. Nothing like our road-duties is collected in France; but 
travellers, whose trunks or baskets exceed a certain size, are liable 
to be overhauled for the duties on grat>es, wine, meat, cider, &c. 
There are two considerable hospitals in Rouen ; the one, L'Hopital 
des Valides, of considerable extent, partakes of the character of our 
work-houses, receiving all the paupers of the department, who may 
be desirous of admission ; or, in other words, who are not in a con- 
dition to maintain themselves. All chronic and incurable patients 
are deposited there ; maniacal, venereal, scrophulous, cancerous, 
cutar\pous, &c., which are excluded from the other, called La Ma- 
delaine, for patients hibouring tmder acute diseases ; and^ in fact^ all 
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such as do not come within the object of the^'* Valides," or work- 
house. All cases of accident, or requiring surgical operation, are 
also brougiit hither. La Madelaine is a handsome building, occupy- 
ing three sides of a square, at the bottom of the Fauxbourg Cauchoise, 
at the extremity of the town, and delightfully situated in respect to 
air and prospect. The area in front of the building is enclosed by 
magnificent iron gates. The Fauxbourg Cauchoise is a handsome 
broad street, leading down to it ; and it forms. a part of a plan to con- 
tinue this onwards, for the apace of a mile, into the town, taking 
down all the intervening buildings, after the manner of our Carlton 
House improvements. In this case, it is calculated, that so direct 
will be the line from the hospital to .the cathedral, also called La 
Madelaine, or N6tre Dame, that, by the aid of a telescope, a person. 
in the wards may distinguish the minister officiating at the altar. 
This hospital is of great antiquity, and was originally, in conunon 
•with many others, a part of a monastery attached to the cathedral. 
Hence its name La Madelaine, which was, in course of time, chang- 
ed to Hotel Dieu ; but, at the period of the revolution, (so fatal to 
the saints, and to the churches}, these sacred appellations were laid 
on the shelf; and now, on the re-establishment of the pious Louis, 
are again to be found in the hospital papers. The towns-people 
know it more generally by the title of Hopital Generale. The nurses 
f>elong to a religious order (la Charite) attached to the cathedral, as 
far back as history can trace, — an order of females who take a vow 
to lead a monastic life, to devote themselves to acts of charity, and 
to a voluntary attendance on the sick ; for which, I believe, they re- 
ceive no salary, but are supported and clothed, as is usual in con- 
vents. The several laborious duties j6f this situation are performed 
with a religious and scrupulous exactness, and in a manner very dif- 
ferent from what is produced from the gin-drinking nurses of this 
country, who work for hire, and cannot move without a bribe, from 
the unfortunate patient. In France, the occupation is taken up ou 
principle, and from high religious feelings ; and although we can- 
not expect to find, in this class of society, highly cultivated minds, 
yet the respectability of appearance, the cleanliness, the steadiness 
of deportment of these ScBurs de la charity, and their unimpeachable 
conduct, commands our admiration of the system. This hospital 
has, at various times, been renovated ; at one time it was in contact 
-with the cathedral, at another, the patients were removed to another 
house in the same street, from whence they were dislpSged by a 
general conflagration of that part of the city. During the minority 
of Louis XIV., when the plague raged for several years in Rouen, 
and carried off a vast proportion of the population, two houses for 
the reception of convalescents were erected on the present site of. 
the hospital. It was about this time, when the alms of the faithful, 
notwithstanding the exhortations of the priesthood, s^nd their denun- 
ciation of divine vengeance, were inadequate to the erections re- 
quired, that Louis levied the tax on provisions for the maintenance 
of the sick poor. After the conflagration of the old hospital, these 
pest-houses were, by various alterations and additions, fashioned into 
their present form. In examining the internal organization of this 

YOL» IV. T T 
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Excellent institution, t could not but reflect, how much superior to 
us were the French, in what concerns the election of the medical 
officers, and the professors of public instroction ;* with them a com- 
petition oi merit decides the eligibility of i, candidate. Although 
tlie government has the appointment and payment of the salaries, 
yet ic does not appear that any itiffnence is exerted in favour of the 
candidate, and the question of merit alone has weight ; take a con- 
trary example from tSiis enlightened' country. What is it gives a 
physician in London a claim to the highest medical honour, as far 
as title can bestow them ? — a residefnce at an English univefsity, with* 
out a single proof of medical knowledge. ^ 

When a vacancy occurt in a IJ'rencn hospitsil^ the event is Hdter- 
tised, and' competitors sire invited to put in their claims ; a strict and 
solemn examination takes' plkce; when he who proves himself to pos- 
sess the greatest attainments, is placed in the situation. Here a man's 
only title to so high an appointment, is att apprenticeship with otie 
of the surgeons of the lio^fDiital ! ! By some unaccountable means, the 
governors have virtXially siifffered themselves to he juggled out of the 
power of electing: for uuch is the interest possessed by an union 
of force among the medical departments that tney have been enabled 
to carry their point, almost invariably to the exclusion of all dther 
candidates, whatever may be their merit. This unjust monoply ef- 
fectually damps the ardour of the studients, whom the ambition of 
obtaining the rank of hospital surgeon miglU have stimulated to ex* 
ertions the mostheneilcial to society* Thus it is with the situation 
of the resident surgeon in London; thepUpit pays a premium for the 
privilege, which, in Prance, is the reward of merit. The house sur- 
geon (Chirurgien Interne) of a I^rench hospital', must have given 
proofs of assiduity and superior attkimnentd, before be can be ad« 
mitted. Hence a constant spirit of emulation it kept up amon^ the 
students. The medicines supplied to the hospitals, whether' of Paris, 
or of the Depaitments, are procured' from a splendid establishment 
in Paris, entitled, " Phatmacie Centrale,'* the whole ex pence of 
which is defrayed" by government I had an opportunity of examin- 
ing the interior of this ediflce, and' of admiriftg the excellence of its- 
plan, and the orderly arrangements of its several departments. Al- 
though every thing, as may be supposed, is conducted on a very 
large scale, yet cleanliness* so marks' its' chu'racter^ that scarcely a 
spot is to be seen on the chemical atjd' pharmaceutical utensils, 
while not in use. All the medicines' dre of the first quality. This 
laboratory theit becomes an excellent schobt fdr the operations of 
pharmaceutical chemistry. 

DROPiSY'.— Dr. Rehmann, Counsellor of State, and Physician to 
the Emperor of Russia, haseffected someextraordinary cures of drops)% 
by a decoction of woolly stinking horehound (baliota lanata.) He was 
induced to give a trial, on the warm recommendation of Dr. Schillinjg, 
an eminent Physician of Siberia: The first trial Dr. Rehmann maile 
of this remedy, was on a very weak subject, who vi^ithin a short time 
had been attacked with putrid fever, afterwards with obstinate ague, 
and lastly, vf\i\x general dropsy. All the diuretic medicines in com- 
mon use, as squills, fox-glove; &c. combined with diflferent tonics. 
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had heexk for a long time adfuiimlevedy vitl^ovt^ucoess. The patient 
was in a state of atarmipg debility, when the ]!>oclor had recourse lo 
the woolly stinking horehound. ** To excite a favourable reaction* he 
gave alternately with this diuretic, thirty drops of sulphuric ether. 
On the third, the excretion of urine "W^a evidently increased, and 
continued until all the symptoms of dropsy disappeared. Tbe treat- 
ment was concluded by tbe exhibition c^ the Peruvian bark and 
other bitters. The ptitient was under his observation for six months, 
jand although she was afiected in the iiftcrval with a catarrh^ no 
signs of a recurrence of dropsy appeared. The Doctor has since 
learnt that she enjpvs good beaJth. In another case of dJY>psy of 
the belly, of about mir o^ntbs standing^ the remedy produced the 
same effect. It has only been in cases of dropsy^ attended with in- 
duration of the liver, or some other organ* that it has failed to re^ 
store tbe patients to health ; but even in those, by increasing the 
secretion of urine, it has evidently prolonged life, and rendered it more 
tolerable^ — ^The decoctioji was made by boiling two ounces of the 
plant, (grossly powdered,) in two pints of water, till reduced to one. 
To the strainea liquor half an ounce of white canella was added. 
Of this inixture a wine-glafs full was administered every two or 
three hours. The plant spouk) 1^ collected when its stalks, leaves, 
and flowers are in rull vigour. 

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION— tn the first number of a 
pew Journal . of Science^ published in America, Dr. Silliman, the 
editor, has inserted a case oipulmpnary consumption, in which tbe free 
exhibition of oxygen proved successful. The patient, a young lady^ 
be says» was apparently in the la^t stige of the disease, with symp- 
toms of an efiusiop of water iQ tbe chest The oxygen was ob* 
toined from the nitrate of potsss, because this article could be readily 
obtained, where the patient rfssided^ fipd because the extrication of 
tbe gas might be easily affected by a cpmmon fire. The gas had of 
course a variable inixture of nitrogen, and tbe Doctor thinks, on an 
average, the proportion was 80 of oxygen, to 20 or SO of nitrogen. 
From the first inhalation of this compound gas, the difficulty of 
breathing and other opprepsive affections wer^ greativ relieved ; the 
young lady grew rapioly better, and in a few weeks entirelv re* 
covered her tiealth. — ^ respectable Physician, conversant with the 
case, states that the jnhaling of oxygen relieved the difficulty of 
breathing, incr^Ji^ tbe Qp^ration of diuretics, and has affected her 
cure. In this case tbe Doctor admits that the difficulty of breath-' 
ing, &c. arose either from so effusion of wat^r in the cavity of the 
chest, or in the substance of the lungs ; and it does not appear that 
the pati(^nt w?s affected with any syipptpm indicative of structural 
disease of those org9n9, Dr. Silliman, £^ter recommending tbe trial 
of oxvgen in complaints c^ the lungSi observes, ** It is more than 
probable that the nitrous oxide,^ (which Dr. Thornton has lately in« 
troduced in to his I^^cturep on Popukr Anatomy, &c. merely as asnb< 
ject of merriment and wonder^) *^ if properly diluted and judiciousiy 
applied, migbt be productive of goqd effects in a variety of diseases." 

TUMEFACTION OF THE Gl,AND OF TliE BREAST— 
Professor Hal}e, in tbe new Joui nal of i&e^icinei states that be has 
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found the following poultice very beneficial in dispersing indurated 
tumours of the female breast Mix linseed meal with the pulp pf 
the carrot rooty and add as much of the juice of the turnip as may 
be necessary to soften it — whilst warm, add a little lard to pre- 
vent its becoming dry, or adhering to the skin ; then spread it on linen, 
and cover the surface with half an ounce of fresh hemlock powder, 
mingle it with the surface, and apply it whilst warm. He directs it 
to be renewed every six hours — when there is diseased structure, the 
Professor says, no other benefit can be expected from it than miti- 
gation of pain. For internal use he prefers tlie powdered hemlock 
leaves to the extract He always gives it in progressive doses, com- 
mencing with eight grains, and increasing the quantity one grain, 
till it produces giddiness. He then diminishes the dose two grains, 
and wlfich he continues fifteen days, virhen he again assumes the 
increasing progression, and this method he follows till the quantity 
be considerable. He has found an addition of camphor to hemlock, 
to prevent its usual efi^cts on the brain, namely, giddiness, drowsiness, 
&c. The dose of eight grains of hemlock powder, is, in our opinion, ^ 
much too great to commence with- If the powder be good, half 
that dose will disorder the head and stomach. Three grains of the 
recently powdered leaves is a full dose for a . patient who has not 
been accustomed to take jt 

COW-POX. — It was not till the article on vaccination, which 
appears in our present number^ was printed, that we met with the 
following " Observations relative to Vaccination," in the last number 
of the London Medical and Physical Journal. 

" In the Monthly Gazette of Health for the present month, there 
is the following passages 'Small-pox continues to prevail throughout 
the island, and the contagion not being resisted by subjects who 
have gone through vaccination to the perfect satisfaction of medical 
men who communicated the disease, instancea of failure have in 
every county so multiplied, that they no longer excite attention. 
The demand for cow-pox matter at the National Vaccine Institution 
has in consequence nearly ceased. 

** Lest these positive assertions should be credited by any one, the 
Board of the National Vaccine Establishment have authorized us to 
state, that the number of persons vaccinated during the last eight 
months, from January to September, at their ordinary stations alone, 
amount to 6,996; and the number of charges of vaccine lymph, 
which were distributed to the public during the same period, were 
34,597 ; which is a considerable augmentation, instead of a decrease, 
of the business of the establishment 

'' We have the same authority for assuring the profession, that, 
notwithstanding the strange (^position which is still persevered in, 
the practice of vaccination steadily gains ground throughout the 
British dominions." 

' Thus to establish a charge of falsehood against us, the honourable 
Apothecary, and right honourable Physician of the National Vaccine 
Institution, (for from the fountain head the authority was of course 
received,) go so far back as January last for evidence ! ! The cor- 
respondent, on whose " authority the assertion was made, that the 
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application for vaccine matter had nearlj' ceased, is a gentleman 
whom we know to be incapable of making a false assertion, and whom 
we likewise know to be more disposed to favour vaccination than 
otherwise — but when the head servants of the National Vaccine In- 
stitution dare to assert that the "practice of vaccination steadily 
gains ground throughout the British dominions," our only astonish- 
ment is, that the editors of a Journal, who profess to circulate facts, 
should insert such a barefaced falsehood. " No authority,'* however 
great, should induce them to insert a statement which they know to 
be erroneous. The declaration that vaccination is steadily gaining 
ground throughout the British dominions, they must be aware that 
every practiUoner in this country must know to be erroneous. The 
fact is, that so little is the confidence of the public in its preventive, 
powers against small-pox contagion, that if it had not been for the 
most urgent entreaties of medical gentlemen in general, (who from 
motives highly creditable to them as Christians, were anxious that it 
should be put to the test of reiterated experience,) it would long ere 
this have been consigned, as Dr. Pew emphatically observes, *'to 
the tomb of all the Capulets.'* In their next communication on 
vaccination, we advise these faithful servants of the National Vaccine 
Institution, to give some plausible reason why Dr. George Pearson 
has relinquished vaccination, after having taken more pains to pre- 
judice the public in its favour than any other friend to the practice ? 

On the subject of vaccination, we have been studiously im-* 
partial ; and, we flatter ourselves, our readers will give us credit for the 
truth of this declaration. We repeat that our only object, in con- 
ducting this work, is to communicate facts^ and such information 
that is likely to prove useful to the public ; and in doing this, our 
medical readers must be aware that we act in direct opposition to our 
own interest, and that no ** authority" has induced us to deviate 
from the path of rectitude and honour. The medical officers of the 
National Vaccine Institution should be aware, that the most im- 
portant duty they have to perform to the nation, is making faithful 
representation ot the results of their experiments, and not to favour 
the views of a set of unprincipled men, who are making a trade of it. 

HYSTERIC FITS. — A Dr« Mahon, in a late communication on 
the hysteric passion, compares the disorder to insanity, arising from 
a disordered state of the digestive organ, peculiar to civilized life 
and like it shews the results of an inordinate susceptibility of the 
brain to impressions from the rest of the system. In his practice, 
he has observed that hysteric fits generally occur in those o( full 
habits, or at least that they first occur in that state of the system ; 
but like all the consequeDces of impressions on the brain, tney are 
very likely to happen subsequently from what is commonly, though 
vaguely termed habit^ in a totally diiferent state of the constitution, 
and from very trivial causes ; but he is convinced that it never 
happens in^ consequence of debility of the system; for females, says 
he, sinking under depletion, are hardly ever affected with hysteric 
symptoms. The following case induced the Doctor, " early in his 
vractif:al career^" to relinquish the stimulating plan of treatment, 
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incgkated hj LectttxiBrs, 'w<J riep9DmeQ4.ed bjr m^dio^ writers on 

the subject : 

^^ I was called to yisit a p^tient^ an unmarried woman, 92 jears of 
Bg0y and of 9 spare habit of body, who had been about an hour in a 
severe hysterical paroxysm. I learned from the attendants, that she 
had complained of pain about the loins am} hypogastric regions for 
two or three weeks previously ; that mengtruation nad been effected 
irregularly, and somewhat profusely, fbr four or five months past; 
and that, within the last eight days, she had before experienced three 
severe fits of hysteria, each of which continued (bur or five hours. 
On passing my hand over the abdoipen, with a view of ascertaining 
if tnere were any tension or swelling, I was somewhat surprised to 
feel a violent throbbing about the epigastrium, in the situation of 
the cceliac artery« This furnished an indication, which I immediately 
Ibllowed, and kbstracted twelve ounces of blopd. In five minutes 
the patient became perfectly sensible, and she experienced no return 
of the cpnvulsions. Blood-lotting and pjirging were afterwards 
employed/' 

The doctor adds. The measures on whiah he places most reliance 
are, bleeding, cold air, cold drinks^ and cold applications to tb^ ab- 
domen. Sometimes he orders *^ a vessel of eold water to be dashed 
over the bowels/* The eflfects of the latter he has often found •• a/- 
most surprizing : the patient utters a screamy starts up^ and looks 
about with astonisbmenty like a person suddenly roused from sleep, 
enquiring what is the mat^r, and the cause of so many persons 
being about her.*' 

In cases in which the doctor has not employed bloodletting, and 
where the application of cold water has produced only temporaiy 
relief, he has given an emetic of powdered ipecacuan root, followed 
by nauseating doses of the same medicine, with the most advantageous 
result. The doctor thinks it of importance to observe, *• that in this; 
and in other cases, where the functions of the brain are much dis- 
turbed, ipecacuan, not emetic tartar, sulphate of zinc, 8lc., should 
be employed. It is common, says he, to find the latter substances 
used, from the difficulty with which vomiting is then excited; but this 
practice be considers highly deleterious, causing severe injury to the 
stomach, from the large quantities of those substances often required ; 
and of tljis he has witnessed ^evera^ ipstances. This danger he has not 
found to attend the use of ipecacuan, and when it fails to excite 
Vomiting, h^ ** strongly advise^ that the attempt to cause it should 
l)e desisted from.'* With respect to opium, so frequently prescribed 
in hysterical affections, the doctor states, '* be has rarely employed it 
in the treatment of the fit, and only after it has subsrded, 'with the 
yiew of procuring sleePi and quietmg the system ; and even with 
this intention, he has almost conflneaits use to patients of a weak 
and a ^pare h^bit of body, or when the con^plaint is babitu;d, or 
has been imqa^diately caused by SQmesqdden mental emotion." The 
treatcnent recommeaded by the doctor, to be adopted in cases of hy-i 
st^ric fits» is by no means new, as may be seen by the following ex- 
tract from tb^ IkfedjcaL Guidei published eight ye^rs ago: '' If tlie 
patient be of a plethoric habit, or if the {VmcUons of the brain be 
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disfnrfted" in cOrtseqiiciKie of a pretcttiatufal detefmination of blooil 
to the head, it will be proper to tak^ frorti ei^ht to ten ounces of blooct 
from the arm, and to unload the intestines by an active aperient** 
Surely Dr. Mahoii does nbt suppose that any apothecary could be 
so grossly ignorant as to ha^e i*6Cbur8e to stimulants in a case of hy- 
steric (its occurring in a plethortc habit As to fh'e application of 
cold Water , the treatment is cOeval \t ith the disease. The doctor's 
observations on the employment 6f ipecacuan, and on tlie effects of 
emetic tartai', are too puerile* to merit any femark from us. Even 
with our non-medical headers, they cannot fsfil to excite a smite of 
Contempt The doctor at^nounces hirf intention of publfshing d 
•series of essays on the diseases' incident to females', but he is appre- 
hensive, a considerable period i^ilt elaplie' before they appear. After 
the specimen the learned doctor has given us of his knowledge of 
the " operative effects" of ipeeacuan, &c., the delay will not be mucS 
regretted, at least by the medical profession, although he has ascer- 
tained •* that serious injury is daily effected in hysterical affections 
by the means in vulgar use." IT, by vulgar practice, the doctor 
means rubbing the temples, violently slapping the palms' of the 
hands, stimulating the nostrils by volatile salt, forcing open the 
mouth, and pouring into it a liquid when the patient has no power of 
swallowing, shaking the body, and other officious treatment, we 
perfectly agree with him that. much mischief is done by it. Tlie 
nysteric fit, like the epileptic, is an operation of nature, to discharge 
from the br^in superabundant nervous fluid, and the best practice i^ 
to place the subject on a soft bed, and to take care tliat during the 
time of being convulscfd, she does not injure herself. If the system 
of blood-vessels be overloaded, bleeding' may prove useful, and also 
cold water, as an application to the nervous system, which will as- 
sist nature in Her curative efforts, 

POISONING BY ARSEI^IC.— Alexander Macleod, esquire and 
surgeon, of North Uist, has communicated to the profession, through 
the medium of a periodical work, " cases where arsienic was acci- 
dentally swallowed by three maiden servants, and in whidi the, 
poisonous action was succeeded by^singiriar' nervous affection,"' in 
the subduing of which, bis saperier skill and judgment were sucp 
cessfully exercised to the astonishment of M^rs Macdonald, the mis- 
tress of the three said maids.^ — We shall give the 'sqnire's narrative 
of the case in his own words: "On my. arrival^ Mrs. M. informed* 
me, that about four o'clock the preoedmgeyening, Marion Mylis* 
observed a brown substance, aboat the stze.of;a walnut, on the lobby ' 
floor, which she took up, and supposing. it to bebrown sugar, she in- 
stantly tasted it^. and- carried it where Kitty Macintyre and Ann 
Murrav were spinning* She gave to each a portion of the stceet^ 
meat sne had found, and, accordingly, the three eat all she had pickr 
ed up. They were soon after seized with violent retching, vomiting, 
and excruciating pain in the region of the stomach. On their situa- 
tion being made known to iVTrs. Macdonald, she concluded that what 
. they had swaUowed, was of a poisonous quality, and, therefore, she 
gave them large and repealed draughts of camomile tea, which' was 
continued till they began to vomit blood. She theii made tliciii 
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drink a quantity of warm milk, and gave forty drops of laudanum to 
each. They continued in great distress all the evening, and during 
the night, complaining of heat and excruciating pain in the chest 
and throaty accompanied with a sense of stricture in the latter, with 
difficulty of swallowing, together with violent purging and discharge 
of blood downwards. At bed-time, Mrs. Macdonald gave them an- 
other dose of laudanum. They got some respite during the night, 
and on my arrival at nine d'clock in the forenoon, I found them 
much easier, but complaining of pain in the chest, accompanied 
by heat and lancinating pain in the throat, and by profuse perspira- 
tion and general debility. They had great thirst, and complained of - 
pain in their teeth. I also observed purple blotches (petechias) on 
the skin of their chests and necks. I gave .each of them a dose of 
castor oil, and ordered them to drink freely of warm milk or barley 
water. Towards evening, perceiving symptoms indicative of inflam- 
mation of the stomach of Marion Mylis, and her pulse being 101, 
and strong, I took eight ounces of blood from her arm, by which 
her pulse was reduced to ninety-four, and she seemed to be much 
relieved. I ordered them to take, every hour, a mixture of 
carbonate of potass puriss*, and sublimed sulphur, which was con- 
tinued so long as they had the power of swallowing. The following 
day they all got out of bed, and/oumi their complaints mitigated, 
but not removed. The physic giveri them the preceding evening 
operated during the night. / Ordered each of them twelve grains of 
the sulphuret of potass, every two hours, in addition to the mixture 
of sulphur and potass prescribed the preceding day, and the physic 
to be repeated at night; alsotocontinuetaking the warm milk, which 
they drank in great quantity. Between the hours of twelve and one 
o'clock, all their former symptoms increased, as vomiting, &c., to- 
gether with inflammation and swelling internally and externally at 
tjie root of the tongue. About three o^clock, Ann Murray lost the' 

i>ower of speech and swallowing, and shortly after her jaws became 
ocked, accompanied by convulsive spasms over the rest of the body.*' 
The others were soon afterwards difected in a similar manner, ex<* 
cept that Kitty Maeintyre could move her jaws. Iii this state they 
continued all the ni^ht« The following day, Mr. Donald Macaueen, 
surgeon of South Uist, accompanied me ; four ounces of blood were 
t^ken from the jugular vein ot Ann Murray, a large blister was ap-, 

filied to the pit of the stomach, another below the chin, and a strong 
avement was administered: afterwards, being able to move her 
jaws, the physic and sulphuret of potass were repeated. At twelve 
oVlock, we ordered her face to be sprinkled with cold waterj 
which had the eflect of rousing her out of her comatous state. 
She complained of violent head*ache, and heat, and pain in Aer throat. 
The medicines were continued, and the feet immersed in warm 

♦ We do not know what the learned ^squire and surgeon means 
by this term. Surely he cannot suppose that pure potass and 
carl>onate of potass are the same article. J^ure potass is a most 
powerful caustic, and therefore highly improper to be administered 
in such a case. 
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water ; after which she continued to revive. The other two were 
iiubjeefed to a similar treatment, which was attended with the same 
beneficial efiects.^ fn the evening, Ann Mtirrav and Kitty Macin- 
tyre were nearly at the same time seized with violent head-ache, and 
other Bvmptoms indicative of approaching; inflammation. Their 

Eulses being' very feeble, they did not venture to take any more 
lood ; a dose of an aperient salt was administered to each ; a large 
blister applied to the nape of the necb of each,' and their feet were 
rdnnnersed in warm Water. These remedies affording no benefit^' 
the effusion of cold water was employed, by pouring it first over the 
head of Kitty Macintyre several times, and kept, at the same time, a 
towel dipped in cold water to her head. The good effects of this 
treatment was almost instantaneous ; she recognisred all the people 
in the room, and became calm and sensible ; she cnmphiined onlv of 
a giddiness in her head, and g^eneral langour. She shoHly after- 
warda fell asleep, and on awaking, she was quite composed. The, 
same treatment succeeded with Ann Murray and Marion \1ylis, and. 
was continued some days, toB^ether ^* with some doses of physic.*' 
From this time they gradually recovered strength, and are now. 
(three months after the accident) in good health/* Some more of 
the supposed 8weet«meat being found, 'Squire Macleod, beings 
unacquainted with analytical chemistry, got a friend to examine it, 
who reported that it was strongly impregnated with arsenic. An' 
apothecarv^s apprentice, on hearing thisr case read, inquired why 
\Sauire l&facleod administered the carbonuto of potass^ sublimed^ 
sulphur, and the sulphuret of sulphur, two days af\er the arsenic 
was taken into the stomach,, and particularly afler the patients hacl 
taken so freely of camomile tea, and other diluents, and after having 
so frequently vomited, tll^even blood was brought up. A chemist 
who was present, replied, that the 's<|uire*8 object was no doubt to 
decompose the arsenic, and render it inert. What! observed the 
youn^ apothecary, did the 'squire suppose that any portion of the 
arsenic remained in the stomach or intestines so long as twenty-four 
hours, — and that too, afler taking so much eamomile tea, and milk, 
and aAer vomiting till the mucus of the stomach must have been en- 
tirely renftoved ? if that was his idea, said he emphatically, he i» 
more entitled to the honorary distinction of 'squire than that of sur- 
geon. To me. Sir, (he continued) it appears, that at the time the* 
Vquire first saw the patients, their complaint was inflammation of 
the stomach, brought on by arsenic; but the arsenic, at that time, 
had nothing more to do wilh the case, than if it had been brought 
on by any other means. The exciting cause was not then acting, 
and, therefore, 1 do conceive that the mixture of sulphuret of 
potass, carbonate of potass, and sulphur, applied to an inflamed 
stomach, must tend to keep up inflammation. But surely, ob- 
served the apothecary's apprentice^ the ^squire did not give it with 
the view of decomposing the arsenic, for he continued the medicine 
for some days; and he could not suppose that any portion of 
arsenic remained in the stomach so long. The gentlemen present, 
many of whom were able physicians and surgeons, acquiesced 
in opinion with the apothecary's apprentice, and attribute the 

VOL. IV. u u 
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rf^oovery to thejudicioua treatment adapted, ifi the first instaBoe, by 
Mrs. Macdonald. In a case very similar to those related by Squire 
Macleod, Dr Marcet, who found the patient had Vomited, and that 
310 arsenic remained behind, treated the aflection of the stomach, on 
the suggestion of surgeon Want, as inflammation of that organ ; and 
ropiou* bleeding, with medicines calculated to allay irritation, al- 
most immediately succeeded in removing the effects of the poison. 
Squire Macleod, we presume, assuming the title of esquire, follows 
theexample of some ofour leading surgeons, whose only claim, as we 
can make out, is, being the son of a vender of quack medicine^;, the 
eldest son of a hair dresser, or the second son of a taylor. When 
men assume titles to which they have no pretension, the inference is, 
that their intellects are weak. Certain surgeons of London, styling 
themselves esquires, in the title pages of their works, to which they 
liave no pretension, remind us of the old fable of the jackdaw who 
decornteci himself with the feathers of the peacock. Mr Abernethy, 
speaking of the members of a medical society in London, observed 
to the secretary. Here are more \^quir€& among us than surgeons. 

TOPICAL BLEEDING.— Sirs, It always gives me pleasure 
either to learn, or to communicate, any thing which can simplify 
the art of medicine in either of its branches; and I was much pleased 
^v ith the notice given in your last number, of a mode of practice in 
ivhich I did not know that I had an associate. I allude to the 
method adopted by the Birmingham surgeons, of applying cupping- 
glasses over the bites of leeches. 1 have for some time adopted this 
practice myself, and for the following reasons : 

The painful application of the scarification, of which the timid 
have frequently a dread, is avoided. The scars which this instru- 
ment leaves behind, are also avoided. 

Blood is drawn from certain parts of the body, as from the temples, 
and from inflamed joints, with much greater ease, and with less of 
painful pressure than by the common method. 

While its advantages over the simple application of leeches, con* 
sist in thefacility of measuring with accuracy the quantity of blood 
extracted, and in producing a further dctermiuatiou of blood to the 
surface by the exhausted glasses. 

It may be added, that in practice amongst the poor> the expence 
of leeches is materially lessened. 

As the art of cupping has become a sort of distinct practice, en- 
veloped in an air of trick and mystery ; and has even afforded mat- 
ter for ^' treatises,*' it cannot be expected that the use of the scarifi- 
cation should be readily given up in any circumstances ; but I have 
Jiever met with any who have experienced both methods of perform- 
ing this operation, who have not expressed themselves decidedly in 
favour of that above mentioned ; and except in urgent cases, and 
when leeches cannot Ix? readily procured, (a thin<j: not very likely to 
occur in a city), I have lately adopted this method exclusively. 
Two or three lively leeches generally suffice fur the abstraction 
of four ounces of blood. 

I am, Sirs, your very obedient servant, 
BatFi, October 7y 1819. ^ J. G. MANSFORD. 



PCRUVTAN BARK.] Tht Gazette of HcdUh. 331 

INFl-AMMATION OF VEINS —Sirs, After the operation re. 
csoni mended by Mr. Brodic, for yaricose veins, whicli joii have 
noticed in one of yoar early numbers, to prevent the ^^ creepin^^ in« 
fiammation to which veins are liable," I was not a little surprised 
on seeing that surgcson apply a ligature to the principle vein of 
the thigh after ampiitation. This practice, I fing, he recommends 
to the pupilsof SL George's Hospital. I have amputated fifty limbs, 
and 1 never met with a case, or even heard of one, in which any 
subsequent occurrence indicated the propriety of this '' precautionary 
practice.*' Now, what is more likely to produce this peculiar travel-' 
iixg inflammation, which occurs in veins, than to tye it ! 

As soon as I receive your work, I look with avidity to the con- 
tents, for the fulfilment of your promise, to give an analysis of 
Mr. B^odie^s late book, on diseases of the joints. I have read it with 
eaii^erness, to discover something new in it, but without success, and I 
will venture to assert, that there is not a surgeon in this country, 
who attended the lectures of Mr Abernethy, that will say it contains 
any thing new ; yet the work is highly praised in some journals. 
The system of reviewing I advise you to e)cpose. On applying to a 
shopman, in the service of a publisher in Paternoster Row, you will 
receive information which will astonish your readers. More on this 
subject anon. 

Lest some of your readers may suppose that I am actuated by any 
dishonourable motive in addressing this letter to you, I shall not 
witbold my name.— ^I am. Sir, your very obedient servant, 

B. C. OLD WOMAN, Esqr. F. R. S. AS S. 

And Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

GAS LIGHT.— Mr. Gordon of Edinburgh has taken out a 
patent for a portable gas light machine, consisting of a globe of one 
foot diameter, which, when properly charged witn gas, will yield a 
light equal to six common candles, for twelve hours, and so in 
proportion for other sizes. The forms of course may be varied. The 
l*esult of this contrivance will l>e, that families will, in the course of 
time, send their servants to the gas makers to get their porlahic nia« 
gazine charged, and ready for lighting every day, or every second 
day, without subjecting themselves to the trouble of making the gas 
in their own houses. 

PERUVIAN HARK. — In the Parisian Journal of Pharmacy, a curi- 
ous detail appears, of the cSc'cts produced by an atmosphere irapreg- 
liated with Peruvian bark. M. Delpech of Guayra, (the port of the 
Caraccas), bad stored up (in 1816) a large quantity of newly collected 
Peruvian bark, filling several apartments on the ground floor. Being 
.visited by a number of friends, he was oblin^ed to put soQ>e of tliem 
in the rooms occupied by the Peruvian bark {each containing from 
eight to ten thousand pounds.) These apartuients were of much 
higher temperature than ,the jcest of the house, occasioned by the 
fermentation of the bark. A bed in one of them was occupied by a 
Iraveller ill of a malignant fever (then very prevalent.) lie found 
liimself much better after the first day, though he had taken no me* 
4iciue ; and in a few days be was perfectly rcbtored. This une^y^ 
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peeted event indueed M. Delpeeh to place other persons ill offever, 
in his magazine, all of whom were speedily cured, simply by the 
effluvia of the bark. M. Delpeeh had ctposited alon^ nitn the bark, 
a bale of cofibe, selected fur his own use, and some bottles of French 
brandy, all of which rematined for borne months in the midst of th^ 
Peruvian bark. After this time, M. Delpeeh, on visitiilg his roaga^ 
zine, observed one of the bottles uncorked ; and suspeeting a servant 
had been making free with it, he determined to try the quality of the 
brandy. He was much astonished to find itb quality greatly improved, 
having acquired somewhat of an aromatic flavour, and become more 
tonic and agreeable. This improvement he eould onjly attribute to 
the bottle having been left uricorked ; for on opting the others, 
they were found no way altered ; but being then left open« they soon 
acquired aU the good qualities of the first bottle. The bale ofeofiee 
was now opened, and a portion of it was roasted. Its flavour waa 
found much altered ; U wad more bitter, and left in the mouth a taste 
similar to an infusion of bark. The bark which produced these ef*- 
focts was fresh* 

' It is well known that the Peruvian bark contains a volatile prin« 
ciple, on which its peculiar properties as a tonic depends. It is chiefly 
on account of the preparation first termed by the French chemists, 
essential salt of bark, containing its volatile parts, that Dr. (jar* 
michael Smyth, and other eminent physicians, gave it a decided pre« 
Terence to any other. 

FLY IN TURNIPS.— Lord Thanet, and Mr. Grey, both eminent 
agriculturists, haye communicated to the Board of Agriculture their 
conviction, from experiments* th^t lime sown bv hand, or distri- 
buted by a machine, is an infeUible protection to tne turnips against 
the ravages of the fly. It should be applied as soon as the turnips 
come up, and in the same daily rotation in which they were sown ; 
and the lijiie should be slaked immediately before it is used, unless 
the air is Sufficiently moist to render that operation unnecessary. 

MAPLE TR{2C. — Experiments were made some years since in 
France,' for extracting sugar Trom the maple tree, but they were 
'subsequently abandoned. It appears, however, that in Bohemia 
better success has been obtained, and that M. Bodard has received 
important information on the subject. An ipctsion was made in a 
maple tree, from which a quantitv of syrup issued, which afterwards 
produced sugar, rivalling, as it is said, that of the beet root, or the 
cane. * 

CHESNUT TREE.— In Professor Selliman's Journal, a cohi- 
munication appears from Mr. W. Sheldon, on the chesnuttree, and 
the application of its wood to the purposes of tanning and dyeing. 
He has ascertainied, by ainalysis, that the wood of thechesnut tree 
contains twice as much tannin as cleaned oak bark, aiid six-sevenths 
as much colouring matter as log-wood. Leather tanned with it \i 
described as superior to that tanned with oak bark. Ink made with 
it is admirable, and in dyeing it seems to have a greater aflinity for 
wool than either galls or. sumach, causing, therefore, a more perma- 
nent colour. The inspissated aqueous extract of the chesnut wood 
yety much resembles catechu, except that, according to Professor 
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Derrjr, of Williani^B CoU^e,. it precipitates a fourth more of ffela- 
tine, and in dyeing it is inGnitel; superior, for it gives the nnest 
black) whilst the colour obtained from catechu is only a meagre 
olive* Mr. Sheldon concludes his letter by some details and obser- 
vations, which will, perhaps, induce manjr to receive the more im- 
portant part of it with caution. On making solutions of the wood, 
one from the trunk of a tree, three feet thick, and another from a 
limb, about three inches in diameter, and precipitating them by the 
same quantity of solution of gelatine, the precipitates appeared in 
congeries, baring a proportion, in size, to tne stick from which they 
were obtained. Mr. Sheldon thinks this may lead to a new nomen- 
clature of precipitates, and to the illustration of the compound nature 
of bodies, and of chemical, or electro-chemical, affinities; and further, 
that efea the size o( a stick may probably be ascertained with al- 
most as much precision as by actual admeasurement. 

CLEANING OP BOTTJLES.~It is well known that bottles in 
which wine has been kept, are usually cleaned bjr means of shot, 
which, by its rolling motion, detaches the tartrite of potass from 
the sides of the bottles. This practice, which is generally pursued 
by wine merchants, nia^ give rise to serious consequences, as is 
evident from the following case: — ^A gentleman, who had never in 
his life experienced a day's illness, and who was constantly in the 
habit of drinking half a bottle of Madeira wine after dinner^ was 
taken ill, in the course of the evening, with a severe pain in the 
stomach and bowels, which gradually yielded, within twelve hours, 
to the remedies prescribed by his medical adviser* ^ The dav fol- 
lowing he drank the remainder of the same bottle of wine whicn was 
left the preceding day, and within two hours afterwards he was again 
seized with the violent colic, head-ache,, shiverings, and great pain 
over the whole body. His apothecary becoming suspicious that the 
wine he had taken mi^ht be the cause of the disease, ordered the 
bottle from which the wine had been decanted to be brought to him, 
with a view that he roi^ht examine the dregs, if any were left. The 
bottle happening to^ slip out of the hand of the servant, disclosed a 
row of shot wedged forcibly into the angular bent-up circumference 
of it. On examining the beads of shot, they crumbled into dust, the 
outer crust (defend^ by a coat of black lead, with which the shot 
is glased) being alone left unacted on, whilst the remainder of the 
metal was dissolved. The wine, therefore, had become contami- 
nated with lead and arsenic, the shot bein^ a compound of these 
metals, which, no doubt, had produced the mischief. 

That acid liquors, particularly cyder, are rendered prejudicial by 
shot which are wedged in between the side of the bottle and its 
elevated bottom^ is a fact of which we ha,ve long been aware, and 
we have frequently thought of noticing it in this work. A few weeks 
ago, we experienced a violent affection of the bowels, in consequence 
of having taken cyder, which we afterwards ascertained to contain 
lead, from being kept in a bottle, at the bottom of which shots 
were lodged. 
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me and my wife, and not a little embarraesed our apothecary, Mjr 
wife has been an invalid fortj-five years next December, and has 
been a pretty annuity to our family apothecary for that time. The 
complaint of the head nnd other parts of the body not giving way to 
the apothecary's medicine, although she took six draughts daily, she 
determined toconsult a z£7/z/rr doctor in Berners-^treet. His advertise- 
ment, which she made me read, promised much — indeed so much, that 
] determined to consult him myself. Off we went by the stage on the 
following morning, and after being set down at Cbaring-Cross, we 
toddled together to the doctor's bouse. We were recei ved at the door 
by a servant in livery. I said to my dame, ^^ Well, this look well.*' 
The servant gracefully introduced us to a room where many patients 
were waiting, and told us we must take our turn. This was very 
reasonable, and so dame and I sat down. The good people on each 
side of us, from very good motives, no doubt, did every thing to 
increase our confidence in the great skill and judgment of the doctor; 
after learning the nature of my good woman's malady, they declared 
that their own sufferings were the same, which he had entirely 
relieved. — " Good again," said I to my dame; ** how lucky it was 
that you discovered the doctor's advertisement!" Poor creature; 
I rejoiced exceedingly in a prospect of her being relieved of her 
maladies; for notwithstanding her groans, dejected and oftentimes 
distorted countenance from pain and irritability of temper, very 
likely from the same cause, I did not wish to part with hen *^ Dame'* 
have I often said, " let us be off as nearly together as possible." We 
were interrupted in a few minutes by the servant, who politely told 
IIS, that in consequence of our apparent fatigue, the doctor would see 
us before the other patients: this I considered very kind. Offwc 
toddled to the doc(or*s consultation room. The doctor was sitting; 
at a table well loaded with books, with a wig, which inspired confi- 
dence and profound respect. My good old dame, who is never back- 
ward on such occasions, opened the business. She told him all her 
symptoms, and complained of receiving no benefit from her apothe- 
cary — the doctor shook bis head. On approaching him, he desired 
1 would take a seat at the other end of the room. " Very well, 8ir,*' 
said ], " don't let me annoy you." My dame, who is pretty quick in 
observation, recollected bis voice, and looking him steadily in 
the iace, recognized him to be nothing more or less than our 
family apothecary ! "Well, to be sure," said she, "is it you?'* 
fj'be doctor was not ^ little confused. He requested us, in the most 
feeling manner, not to let any one know that he was the " water 
doctor in London." As to my own astonishment I cannot describe it ; 
J was really not able to say a word. ^^ Well, well," said I, at last, 
" what a world we live in ! All is humbug ; and be who can humbug 

best is the cleverest man. Good morning Mr. " said I. ** Sir, 

said be, in a tone of voice that excited my pity, ^* don't say 

Mister ^ say if you please, Doctor ." One of his servants 

afterwards told me, that the people waiting in the room into which 
my dame and I were first introduced, were paid to attend, for the 
purpose of puffing off the abilities, &c. of tne water doctor. Sirs, 
whatis most extraordinary to meand my wife is, that notwithstanding 
he has attended her more than twenty years^ he never made, any 
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enquiry respcctin^f her water, nor did he ever expre.^8 a wish to see 
it, — so I conclude that his London trade is mere humlntgi that hirf 
pretended knowledije of diseases l)y the appearance of the water, is 
a bait to catch flat fish. My real name is James Jones, and 
that of my wife, .tane Jones, of which neither of us are ashamed, 
but for reasons well known to my dame, I shall subscribe myself 

Your constant Reader, 

Deptford, June 27, 1819. J. P. CAMERON. 

A few days afier the receipt of the above letter, we received another 
from Mr. Jones, requestincr us not to insert his communicatioa 
respecting the Deptford apothecary, as his wife had still a great 
respect for him. On the 2oth of July he sent us another letter,, re- 
questing us to give it an early insertion^ because the apothecary had 
lately slighted both him and his wife. 

Da. HUGH SMITH'S COOl.ING APERIENT PILLS.-^r. 
Stringer, the proprietor of these pills, who styles himself" chemist and 
druggist to his Majesty," states that they are " prepared from the ori- 
ginal prescription of the late Dr. Hugh Smith," and that " ihey Just/fy 
claim a preference over all other opening medicines, as they may 
be taken with sa/et?/ by either sex^ and will keep good in a// climates, 
and " have not that tendency to heat the body, as is generally com- 
plained of from the opening pills mostlj/ used." He adds, " they 
are particularly/ useful ip habitual costiveness, as b. frequent use of 
them does not injure the constitution, but will remove a long train 
of diseases which alternately result from a confined state of the 
bowels ; that they speedily remove head-ache, sickness occasioned I)y 
the bile in the stomach, and should fiever be omitted at bed-time, 
after excess of eating or drinking." In all countries, the learned 
proprietor asserts, bilious complaints are the most prevalent dis- 
orders ; " indeed," says he, " the general health of all Europeans 
depends on the state of the bile, to the redundancy of which these 
coo/iVig' pills are vl specific antidote ^ most efil»ctualfy correcting the 
acrimonious juices of the stomach, and affording effectual relief." 
Thus does this learned chemist and druggist to his Majesty, dare 
to differ in opinion with the great Doctor Curry, that instead of a 
deficienci/ of bile, the diseases of Europeans arise from a redun- 
dancy ! i When such great Quthoritif disagree, who indeed among 
us can decide? The learned chemist and druggist assures his 
readers, that. the cooling " pills preserve a due state of health, they 
strengthen the stomach, create appetite, and promote digestion, and 
are adapted to either sex, oti every occasion^ where a laxative medi- 
cine is required, and should not ue omitted after indulgence in the 
luxuries of the table ! ! ! " 

On subjecting these cooling pills to a chemical examination, we find 
the composition to differ from that of the common Scotch pills, only in 
having a. greater proportion of the oil of aniseed, and the aloes of a 
more common quality. The contents of a guinea box of the '^ cool^ 
ing aperient pills," cost the proprietor about ten-pence. 

Now, if this said chemist and druggist to his Majesty were acquaint- 
ed with the effects of the component parts of his pills, instead of a cooU 
ing aperient, he would have termed them " a heating aperient." I3 
there among the class of purgatives a more heating or stimulating one 
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than tbe extract vulgarly termed aloee ? and is not its stiinulatiiig 
or heating quality increased by the addition of an essential oil of 
aniseed ? As to its being an aperient proper for both sexes on iverjf 
occasion which Mr. Stringer recommends his nostrum, we have 
no hesitation in asserting positively, for females in a certain con- 
dition, it is a very unsafe medicine. By producing a determination 
of blood to the pelvic viscera, it may occasion the most serious 
mischief; indeed, at a certain period, it is capable of producing 
cflTects that would endanger or destroy life. With regard to the de- 
claration that they are a safe pill to continue tov a length of tfme» or 
frequently to take, ignorant indeed must that man be of thc^ effects 
of the most common medicines, who does not know that the frequent 
repetition of an aloetic medicine, by keeping up irritation in the 
rectum, is capable of producing piles, excrescences, and even in- 
flammation, that may terminate in fistula. We have, at this time, 
a patient labouring under a most distressing affection of the rectum, 
which he attributes to the occasional use of an advertised remedy 
for bilious complaints, the basis of which is aloes. 

That Doctor Hugh Smith, who unquestionably was an able pbysi- 
cian, ever wrote so contemptible a prescription as the one *^ from 
which this royal chemist and druggist compounds his cooling pills* ' 
our knowledge of his practice will not allow us to believe. That 
he ever termed the pills " a cooling aperienty'^ is still more impro- 
bable. No man more heartily condemned quackery than Dr. Hugh 
Smith. Any thing in the shape of a nostrum he discountenanced ; 
and everv medical man who knew him will say, that he was the last 
man in the world who would have lent his name to sanction so vile, 
so despicable a traffic ; yet the name of this man, a ^reat physician, 
and a truly honourable man, is transmitted to posterity in the list of 
nostrums attached to the Medicine Act as a proprietor ! ! In the same 
list, we find the names of Dr. Warren, Dr« Fother^ill, Dr« Hunter, 
and other celebrated practitioners, who, during their lifetimes, con- 
demned quackeiy as injurious to the public, and as disgraceful to 
the country; yet the names of these great men, to whose bbours we 
are all greatly indebted, are recorded in a most infamous list ; a list 
only worthy of b^ing attached to the Newgate Calender. It has 
been said, that the quack trarf;'' is protected, and of coure sanctioned 
by the legislature. This is false ; the duty on quack medicines was 
not a tax of necessity. Quack medicines were taxed by the legisla- 
ture, with the view of suppressing the traffic, and not of increasing 
the revenue. It would certainly have redounded more to the honour 
of the legislature, liad they suppressed the vile trade altoggether. 
The produce to the revenue does not now exceed twenty-five thousand 
pounds, although it has been pushed to the fullest extent by vexatious 
prosecutions of innocent people ; and, from our knowledge of some 
convictions, by unjust proceedings. 

With respect to the appointment of chemist or druggist to his 
Majesty, it is merely honorary, and any chemist or druggist may 
style himself such with impunity. Those who have the appoint- 
ment direct from his Chamberlain, have no more to do with hi» 
Majesty than any other druggist, his apothecary suppl}ing him with 
all tbe drugs he may want. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND 

BROWN, PATERNOSTER.ROW. 



fitlt'bitintf 3bnt9$vv!, Ctmiititrv, $fCo 



The TROPICAL MEDI- 
CAL GUIDE, for the Use of Visi- 
tors, to the East and West Indies and 
Africa; comprising explicit Instruc- 
tioas for the Prevention and .Treat- 
ment of the Diseases of those Cli- 
mates, and the Disorders of the Sto- 
mach, Head, &c. that occur during 
the Voyage : to which are added, 

Ist, A complete Companion to a 
Medicine Chest, adapted to tropical 
Practice; 

9dly, Medical Admonitions to Bri- 
tish Subjects on their Return to Eu- 
rope, from a tropical Climate; and, 

3dly, An Appendix, containing. 
Remarks on the Climate and Diseases 
of France, Germany, Italy, Russia, 
Holland, &c. Rules for the Preserva- 
tion of the Health of Travellers, and 
Directions for the Use of the Con- 
tents of the Traveller's Dispensary. 
By Richard Reece, M. D. Author of 
the Dictionary of Modem Domestic 
Medidne, The Medical Guide, Edi- 



tor of the Gazette of Healthy &c &c. 
Price 9s. Boards. 

The CHEMICAL GUIDE; 

or. Modern Epitome of Chemistry: 
containing, 

1st, Directions , for making the 
Tests that are used in experimental 
and analytical Chemistry, and In- 
structions for using them; being a 
complete Companion to the portable 
Chest of Chemistry. 

3dly, A popular Explanation of 
the Laws of chemical Attractioq, and 
a Table of Affinities, &c. 

3dly, A Collection of interesting 
Eixperiments. 

4thly, Animal Chemistry, a View 
of the human Body as a chemical 
Laboratory, the Functions of its Or- 
gans, the Phenomena of Diseases, 
ic. &c. Sec, 

6thly, A Glossary, ezplaoatpry of 
chemical. Terms, and, 

6thly, A List of die Apparatus 
X z 
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necessary to conduct chemical Expe- 
riments, &c. &c. By Reece and 
Co. of the Chemical and Medical 
Hall, 171, Piccadilly. Price 7s. 6d. 
Boards. 

" We recommend this Work to the 
attention of professional students, and 
to those whose pursuits in life, or in- 
clinations, render a knowledge of this 
most useful and interesting science de- 
sirable; it being the best and most 
useful Epitome of modern Chemistry 
extant." Aniijacohin Review. 

A CATALOGUE of DRUGS 

^n Euglish)^ specifying the Doses 
to Children and Adults, the proper 
Vehicle for their Exhibition, the Dis- 
eases for the Cure of which they are 
(employed, their medicinal Effects, 
retail Prices, &c. . To which are add- 
ed, a Description of the different Me- 
dicine and Chemical Test Chests, with 
Au Enumeration of their Contents, 
end an Account of such Medicines 
as are necessary to be kept by Fami- 
lies residing in the Country, &c. By 
Reece and Co. of the Chemical and 
Medical Hall, 171, Piccadilly. The 
Eighth Edilioa. Price 3s. 6d« 

*' This is a very convenient Work, 
find contains, in a small compass a 
great deal of very useful informa- 
tion." — Critical Review, 

The MEDICAL GUIDE, for 

ihe Use of Families ; in Two Parts. 
— Part I. Family Dispensatory; or, 
fouiplete Companion to the Family 
Medicine Chest: comprehending ex- 

Sicit Direction* for the Use of such 
edicines as are proper to be kept for 
jlomestic or private Practice ; a Col- 
lection of the most useful Family Pre- 
scriptions ; the ordinary Management 
of Qhildrea; Treatment of Cases of 
suspendiNl Animatioa ; Means of 
iCQUDteracting the Effects of the Mi* 
peralf Vegetable, and Aniitial Poi- 
sons; of destroying infectious Va- 
pours, and purifying tha CbimbcJES of 
the Sick, &c. &c. 
Svi U» it nev9 <aii complete S^ 



tern of Domestic Medicine, or Prac- 
tical Treatise on the Distinction, Pre- 
vention, and Cure, of the Diseases 
incident to the human Frame, by Re- 
gimen and Medicines; with the late 
important Discoveries relative to the 
Cure of hereditary and other Dis- 
eases. By RicH4RD Reece, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians in London, &c. 

The Twelfth Edition, considerably 
enlarged, price 10s. 6d. Boardi. 

" This Work is more judicious than 
the Domestic Medicine of Buchan, 
which we have no doubt it will en- 
tirely supersede. By attending to its 
instructions, the rlergyman or resident 
of a retired village may, in common 
cases of illness, be enabled to do 
much good at a small expense.'' 

Criticcd Review, April, 1807. 

" The present edition of this very 
useful Work is dedicated to the veae* 
table Bishop of Llandaff, in conse- 
quence of the high terms in which 
his Lordship had recommended it 
when it first appeared before the pub- 
lic. It is clear, comprehensive, and 
calculated to answer all the purposes 
of domestic reference. The part 
which treats on the diseases of chil- 
dren we recommend to the serious pe- 
rusal of all parents and others who 
may be entrusted with the managie- 
roent of children in the first stages of 
life." 

Antijacobin Aeinsua^ May^ 1805. 

A Practical DTCTIONARY 
of DOMESTIC MEDICINE, for 

the Use of the Clergy, undeF th« 
Sanction of their Graces the Arcb* 
bishops of Canterbury, York, and 
Dublin, for the Purpose of enabling 
them to administer Relief to their Pa- 
rishioners labouring under the com- 
plicated Misfortunes of Poverty and 
Disease, and in Cases of sudden Ac- 
cidents. See. : eathibitiag a comprehen- 
sive View of the latest Discoveries 
relative to the Causes, Treatment, and 
PcBventioD, of Diseases, and a popu- 
lar Description^ of tlie following Sub- 
jects, so far If they regard the nealth 
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of Man, and the general Cure of Ma- 
ladies, viz. Anatomy, Casualties, Che- 
mistry, Clothing, Dietetics, Medical 
Police and JuriHprudence, Pharmacy, 
Physiology, Surgery, Therapeutics, 
&c. &C. divested of technical Obscu- 
rities. By Richard Recce, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, &c. 

The Second Edition, enlarged and 
corrected, price 168. Boards. 

" This Work is coropoeed chiefly 
for those who wish to attain a compe- 
tent knowledge of medicine for the 
ordinary necessities of themselves, of 



their families, or for the benevolent 
purpose of alleviating the sufferings of 
their fellow-creatures. For the pur- 
pose of aiding the medical sagacity 
and skill of private, and particularly 
of clerical benevolence, this work is 
very judiciously adapted. It is not 
only a plain and useful directory, but 
it has, at the same time, the great ad- 
vantage of being more cheap, more 
commodious, and more portable, than 
any similar work with which we are 
acquainted, that details the modern 
practice of physic." 

Critical HevUwy No. 1, VoL xrL 



BOORS PUBLISHED BY SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND JONES, 

PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS, 

Biographical, Critical, and Literary, of 
the most eminent Physicians and Sur- 
geons of the United Kingdom, with a 
selection of their Prescriptions, and a 
specificatioD of the Diseases for which 
they were given, forming a complete 
extemporaneous Pharmacopoeia. 

" We venture to assert that this vo- 
lume will prove a source of instruction 
to every class of the profession, and 
become an established book of refer- 
ence." — Physical and MedicalJouimaL 

A TRANSLATION of the last 
corrected Edition of the PHARMA- 
COPCEIA of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London ; with a Table 
of Doses, and the Old and New Names ; 
intenpersed with Practical Remarks. 
By RicHAiiD Rbece, M. D. Third 
Edition. Price 43. 6d. Boards. 

A FAMILIAR and PRACTI- 

CAL TREATISE on the Causes, 
Prevef^tion, and Cure of Asthma, 
Whee^in^ CoAsuii4)tion, aad Winter 
Cough ; coniaining explicit Directions 
Sm the Uaa of the piepared Stramoni- 
um and Oxymel, with Inatractiens re- 
latifve to the prop^ Diet, Clothing, 
Exercise, &c« fot CoMunrmtive and 
Asthmatic Invalids. By I. T. Fishbr, 



Surgeon, and formerly an Asthmatic 
Subject. Eighth Edition. Pric» 
3s. 6d. 

A FAMILIAR TREATISE 

on the Causes and Treatment of DIS- 
EASES of the TEETH; with ex- 
plicit Instructions for their Manage- 
ment, so as to render them white and 
firm in their socket, and to preeerva 
them from Tooth-ache, Caries, ho. 
To which is added, the Treatment of 
Children during Teething. By J. P. 
Hbrtz, Surgeon aad Dentist Fifth 
Edition. Price 2s. 6d« 

" This work contains much useful 
^information, and we hope it will expe- 
rience that extensive circulation, to 
which the importance of the subj^ 
entitles it.** — Monthly Cannpindkm 0f 
Medicine, June, 1810. 

A DISSERTATION on tbe 

Stomachic Virtues, Growth, &c. of tke 
Rhatavy Root ; containing Directions 
for its Use in Cases of Indigestion, 
Chronic Looseness, and X)ebility, both 
local and general. By Dos Hipquto 
Ruiz, principal Botanist of the Royal 
Botanical Gardensv and Medlical Col- 
lege of Madrvd, See. Sec. Pfico 
Traaslnted from tba 8[paitish* 

XX 2 
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A PRACTICAL TREATISE 

on the Virtues of the Gratiola Offi- 
cinalis, or Hedge Hyssop, as a Re- 
medy for Consumption of the Lungs, 
Asthma, and Constitutional Cough, 



with Directions for its Use, and Advic 
on the Subjects of Diet, Clothing, Air, 
&c. in those Diseases. By Ricbaro 
Rbece, M. D. Author of the Medic:al 
Ghiide and Dictionary. Price 3s. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY N. HAILES, at thb JUVENILE AND 
SCHOOL LIBRARY, LONDON MUSEUM, PICCADILLY. 

THE FIRST FRENCH 

GUIDE ; containing an easy Spelling 
Book, Reading Exercises, a Recapitu- 
lation of the various Sounds of the 
French Language, a Vocabulary of 
Nouns in general use, with their Arti- 
cles, and an easy Introduction to the 
French Grammar. By J. Cherpilloud, 
author of " The Book of Versions," 
&c. &c. Price 3s. 6d. half-bound. 

*' We think Mr. Cherpilloud's Plan 
legitimate, and such as is calculated to 
suit the Nursery in a very eminent de- 
gree.'^— ^nfyoco^n Revieu\ 

EVENING ENTERTAIN- 

MENTS; or. Delineations of the 
Manners and Customs of various Na- 
tions ; interspersed with Geographical 
Notices, Historical and Biographical 
Anecdotes, and Descriptions in Natu- 
ral History, designed for the Instruc- 
tion and Amusement of Youth. By 
J. B. Deppino. Third Edition, with 



four beautiful Engravings. Price 7m, 
Boards. 
** The proper study of mankind it man.*' 

FABULOUS HISTORIES; 

or, the History of the Kobins : de- 
signed for the Instruction of Children 
respecting their Treatment of Animate. 
By Mrs. Trimmer. The Twelfth 
Edition, with Wood Cuts, by Bewick. 
Price Ss. Boards. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

of our LoRo Jbsus Christ, with Ob- 
servations and Practical Instructions : 
being a further Abridgment of the large 
and valuable Work of an ancient Ex« 
positor, the Rev. Mr. William Bur- 
KiTT. By the Rev. Samuel Glassb, 
D.D. F.R.S. Rector of Wanstead. 
Essex ; and Chaolain in Ordinary to 
His Majesty. A New Edition. 
15s. Boards. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY HIGHLEY AND SON, FLEET STREET. 



OBSERVATIONS on the 
PROPERTIES of the AIR PUMP 
VAPOUR BATH, in the Cure of 
Gout, Rheumatism, Palsy, &c. with 
occasional Remarks on the efficacy of 
Galvanism, in disorders of the Stomach, 
Liver, and Bowels, with some new and 
remarkable Cases. Bv M. La Beaume, 
Medical and Sureical Electrician, 
F.L.8. &c. Second Edition, greatly 
enlarged.^ Prioi 6s. ia extra Boards. 



This volume, though chiefly intend* 
ed for the information of the afflicted, 
is well worthy the attention of medical 
men. The subject is here treated in a 
pern>icuous manner, and the efficiency 
of the remedies is proved by the testi- 
mony of numerous facts. 

The Author may be consulted at hit 
house, 31, Southampton-row, Russey* 
square, daily, betvreen the hoars of -19 
•ad 4, Sunday excited. 
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In the Press, and shorUy mil be 
published, 

REMARKS on the History, 
Philosophy, and Medical Properties of 
Electricity and Galyanism, and 
their efficacy in Nervous Complaints ; 
in Chronic Affections of the Stomach, 



Liver and Bowels ; Asthma, and vari- 
oas local Diseases, as Blindness, Deaf- 
ness, &c. illustrated with numerous 
striking Cases. By M. La Beaumb, 
Medical and Surgical Electrician, 
F.L.S. &c Second Edition, greatly 
enlarged. 



CHEMICAL & MEDICAL HALL, 171, PICCADILLY, 

Nearly opposite Bond Street. 



This Establishment was instituted 
by Rebce and Co. twenty years ago, 
for the purpose of supplying the pub- 
lic with Drugs of the best quality, 
and with the choicest Chemical pre- 
parations ; and for compounding 
Prescriptions with accuracy, on the 
most reasouable terms. 

The following Chests of Medicine, 
of Chemical Reagents, and Appara* 
tU8 for Philosophical expertments, 
are kept properly fitted np for diffe- 
rent Climates. — vie. 

Tke Family Dispensary. ^First 
site, with book of directions (Medi- 
cal Guide), 20/. 8*. ; second ditto, 
171. 10#.; third ditto, 13/. 10*.; 
fourth ditto, 10/. Ss.; fifth ditto, 
8/. I2s.; sixth ditto, 6/. 6*. 

^ Tropical Dispensary, with book of 
directions (Tropical Medical Guide) 
— ^first size, 16/. 10*.; second ditto, 
18/. 16«. ; third ditto, 10/. 5«. ; fourth 
ditto, 8/. 5s. 

Traveller's Chest, for the Conti- 
nent, with book of directions (Medi- 
cal Companion to different parts of 
Europe) — first size, 5/. 10*.; second 
ditto, 3/. 10s. 

The Clergyman's^ or Parieh Chest 
(on a cheap plan)— first size, 9/. 6*.; 
secopd ditto, 8/. 69.; third ditto, 
5/. 6f. ; with the Medical Guide. 

Sea Medicine Chest, for the use of 
Na?y Surgeons, Captains of Mer- 
ohaotmcD, &o.— First sise^ 82/. I2s. ; 



second ditto, 18/. 10*. ; third ditto. 
14/. 12s. 

The Portable Chest of Chemistry, 
with book of directions (Chemical 
Guide), first size, 2&/. 10s.; second 
ditto, 15/. 10s. ; third ditto, 10/. 10s.; 
fourth ditto, 8/. 10s.; fifth ditto, 
5/. lOs. 

The Mineralogical Cheet, contain- 
ing Reagents, Implements, &c. for 
the analysis or examination of Mine- 
ral Productions ; first size, 10/. 10s.; 
second ditto, 8/. 10s. ; third ditto, 
61. 101. 

Chest of Apparatus necessary for 
conducting Philosophical Experi- 
ments, &c. 15/. 8t. 

Prices of Articles lately introduced. 

Carbonate of Soda, impregnated 
with the essential Oil of Lemon, 
3s. Gd. per bottle. 

Tartaric Acid, for effervescing 
draughts, being more pleasant and 
more cooling than soda water, with 
directions, 5s. per bottle. 

Saturated Tincture of Cubebs, for 
gleet, fiuor albus, chronic indiges- 
tion, dropsy, &c. Is. an ounce. 

Dr. Hutchinson's Tonic Mixture, 
as recommended by Sir J. J. W. 
Jervis, Bart, and others, 6s. 6d» a 
quart. 

Lettuce Lozenges, for coughs, re- 
commended by Dr. Duncan, 9d. per 
ouiQce, or 10c 9d. per lb. 



m 

34ft '^\ „ V ^ELECT-ADVERTiSEMENTS: 

TmmC^iiff^s. an ounee. 
Cajepii' Imnieut/fM rtieumatisDr, 
sfHBini, &^i^<f. an ounce, or 9». a 

pint. } 

Levigat<ed Charcoal of the Areca 
Nut, for the teeth, ll«. 6d. per box. | 



Saturated Tincture of Rbatanj. for 
the gums, Qd. an ounce. 

Genuine Arrow Root, received di- 
rect from the West Indies, ?cry fine, 
bs. per lb. 



A respectable Gentleman may be 
received as an inmate in a large and 
comfort^le pottage in the county of 
Suri:y, twenty miles from London, 
celebrated for the salubrity of its air, 
and the enchanting scenery of the 
neighbourhood ; to any one who may 
wish to commute all the cares of 
housekeeping for the sum of £100 



per annum, this, it is presumed, will 
be found to be a very desirable op- 
portunity.— -The roost unexception- 
able references will be given, and the 
same required* For further parti- 
culars apply by letters post paid, di- 
rected to A. B. Medical Hall« 171, 
Piccadilly. 



GASES. 



v^ 



The Nobility and Gentry are most 
respectfully informed, that all the 
GASES used as Medicine, for the 
Restoration and Preservulion of 
Health, and for Philosophical pur- 
poses, with Gasometers for their ap- 
plication, accurately Guaged, that 
Patients may dilute the Gases at their 
own Houses, agreeable to the pre- 
scriptions of their Medical attend- 
ants ; are kept in constant readiness 
for sending out, on the shortest no- 
tice, by Mr. PAYNE, PneumaUc 
Chemist, No. 130, New Bond Street, 
(between Nos. 135 and 137» there 
being two Numbers 136.) 



Many Cases of most extraordinary 
Cures may be seen as above. 

Mr. PAYNE thinks it right to 
state, that he has no Partnership 
with any person whatsoever, nor bas 
ever had :^ it is the more necessary 
to make this known, as endeavors 
have been made, under false pre- 
tences, to mislead patients who were 
recommended to use the Gases ma- 
nufactured by him. 

Country Orders^ post paid, with 
town reference, meet every attcn- 
tioB« 



MEDICAL & SURGICAL DEPOSITORY. 

MACHIN AND CO. 
No. 5, Gloucester Street, Queen Square, Bloomshury, London, 



Tender their respectful thanks to 
the Faculty for the Encotiragement 
which they have bithertb been ho- 
noured with, and take the present 
opportunity of soltaiitlingan amend- 
ed, list of the leadhig Articles manu^ 
Pictured and soW by then, jlMging 



themselves to the good Quality and 
I^fffection of every thing they sell, 
and that the Prices shalt be oiK-tirird 
less than usually charged by the In- 
strument Makers of the Metropolis; 
vie. — 

£lastie dura Bougies 
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Elastic Catheters 

Ditto Canulas 

Ditto Rectum Boagiet 

Ditto (Esophagus Dilto 

Ditto Ditto Tubes , - 

Ditto Seton Tapes 

Ditto Pessaries (varions) 

Ditto Male Syringe Bottles 

Ditto Female Ditto (varioos skees) 

Ditto Hydrocele lujectiog Bottles 

Ditto Giyster Bottles, from 4 oz. to 

2 pints 
Ditto Ditto, with Self-using Tulles 

and Pipes, fitted in Mahogany Box 
Home's improved curved flexible 

Bougie 
Black Wax Bougies 
White Bougies 
Caustic Ditto 
Catgut Ditto 






Inhaling Pots and Tubes 

Pewter and Bone Syringes of all sizes 

and sorts »h 

Ivory Nipple Shields 
Box W#od, Pewter, and Glass Ditto 
Prepared Teats 
Breast Pump Glasses 
Leeches 

Cupping Glasses 
Ditto with Air Pnaips 
Laneets and Scarificators 
Splints of every description 
Trusses and Bandages 

Also Instruments, and every Arti* 
cle that can b^ required for Medical 
or Surgical purposes. 

N. £ Orders from the Country or 
abroad, accompanied by an /Vddress 
for Payment in London, will be iu- 
stantly executed. 



ABDOMINAL BANDAGES. 

BAKER AND SON, 



Respectfully beg leave to acquaint 
the Nobility and Gentry, and Mem- 
bers of the Medical Profession, that 
their Male and Fctoale ABDOMINAL 
BANDAGES are only to be obtained 
at their Warehouse, No. 24, Bed- 
Ibrd'Strecf, Covent Garden. 

They have the pleasure to say, that 
the invention, which has lately been 
much improved, according to the 
kind suggestion of severai Medical 



Gentlemen, is now recommended by 
the most eminent Members of the Fa- 
culty, both in England and France ; 
and Uiose Ladies and Gentlemen who 
have adopted them, speak iu the 
highest terms of commendation of 
the comforts they aflford, and the 
essential advantages they have re- 
ceived from them in cases of weak- 
ness of the Stomach, Relaxation of 
the Bowels and of the Back. 



STEEDMAN'S NIPPLE PROTECTORS, 



Designed to be worn during the 
Period of Suckling, as a Preventive 
to their being Excoriated or Chap- 
ped ; and also to delend them from 
the Linen, when from neglect they 
have become sore or diseased. 

Great ioconveoience and pain is 
dai^ expevieaced l^ Motfoera when 
sucislinp theiff ChikhcD, from a chap* 
ped, irritable, or inftMied state of the 
Nipples; deatroyiti^ the comfort of 
the PafeBl» and loo> foaqueotly de* 
priving the Infant of that quantity of 



I 



natural nourishment essential to its 
support. To obviate which, the 
PROTECTORS are recommended 
to be coMhtanlly worn during the pe- 
riod of suckling. They are composed 
of the most iniioceut and wholesome 
ingredients; therefore it is not ne- 
cessary tn wash the Nipple when re« 
moved for the purpose of giving suck. 
They act, iu part, mechanically— by 
defending the Kippic from the clothes; 
and from their emoMicnt properties 
will not fail to keep them perfectly 
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sound and Imlthy. Bnt when tbe 
Nipples are at all sore or diseased, 
their utility in healing them is inva- 
luable. 

Prepared and sold by J. STEED- 
MAN, Cliemisty Walwortb, Surrey, 
near London, and Sold whoksale by 
Messrs* Barclay and Sok, 96, 
Fleet Market, London ; and Retiiil, 
in Boxes at 2s. 9i1. each, by Mr. 
Harris, Corner of St. PauPs Church 



Yard ; No. 1, Clarendon Square, So- 
niers Town; Butlrr and Galb, 
12, Judd Place, Corner of West 
Street, Soniers Town; Mr. Cun de t.l«» 
47, Minories: Mr. Holwfll (late 
Clark b:) 2G9, Borough ; Mr.WKST- 
B ROOK, Stoke Newington; Mr. Cur- 
tis, II, Old Fish Street; Ming- 
STOK and Co., Cheltenham ; and by 
most Country Venders. 



FAMILY MEDICINES. 

J. SANGER, 
Of 150, Oxf^d Street (opposite Bond Street), 



Finds it necessary to acquaint the 
Public, that he and Mr. HARRIS, 
the Corner of St. Paul's Church Yard, 
are the only Agents that are appoint- 
ed in London for the sale of the Ben- 
gal Anti bilious Aperient, and Sto- 
machic Pills. The former are re- 
tailed at 35. 6d. a box, and the latter 
at 4s. 6d. a box, with full directions 
for their use. On taking six boxes 
for charitable purposes, a consider- 
able allowance will be made. 

J. SANGER is also agent for the 
sale of the C»jeput Op<M)eldoc, for 
Chilblains, Rheumatism, and Sti6f- 



ness of the Joints, 2s. 9d. and 4s. <ld. 
a bottle. 

The Lettuce Losenge, made by 
the directions of Professor Duncan 
of Edinburgh, for Cough, Consump- 
tion, &c. 2s. dd. a box. 

Mr. Want's Remedy for Gout and 
Rheumatism. 

Dr. Wilson's Tincture for Gout 
and Rheumatism, 4s. Gd. a bottle. 

Perry *s Essence for Tooth-ache, 
Is. 6d. a bottle. 

Robinson's Animal Rasp^ for re- 
moving Corns and thickened SUo, 
price Is. to 28. 



BLANK LABELS. 

b9. 6d. a Box, 



Containmg 1,000 of the usual and 
double size, or four boxes of ditto 
for £l. The universal encourage- 
ment these Labels have received from 
Medical Gentlemen of extensive prac^ 
tice, with whom the saving oi time is 
so great an object, has Jed to the 
complete perfection to which they 
are brought. Though ready folded 
and embossed, they are much cheaper 
than persons can make them for them- 
selves, because the demand causes 
the annual consupiption of several 
hundred reams of paper, which is 
consequently exeelient, and charged 



with no retail profit; whilst *a plan 
of cutting them diagonally, or one 
out of the other, pays by a saving of 
the material for the manufacture, 
which is also effected by machinery. 
— Sold by J. Callow, Medical Book- 
seller. Princes-street, Soho ; H. Bur- 
tenshaw, 132> St. Martin*s-lane ; J. 
Woodham, 34, High Holbom; B. 
Tabart, 38, New Bond-street, Sta- 
tioners; and at Apothecaries' Hall. 
Medical Genllenien in the couotiy 
remitting £1, post paid, will hmt 
22s. worth returned carriage ftee» 
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Of Dr. J. H. MYERS, 

Phyneian to' the Portuguese Hotpital and to the General Dispensary » 
LiceHtiate of the Royal College of Physicians, ^'c. 



Tift? distinguished pfiysician was born at New York, when the 
North American Colonies tbrmed the brightest gem in the British 
crown. At an early period of his life he commenced the study of 
medicine under the late Dr. W. Hunter, Dr. G. Fordyce, and the 
other celebrated teachers of the day, both as an hospital and private 
pupil. It was his original intention to have made Oxford the seat. 
of his studies; but the scruples of his father, a respectable and con-, 
scientious member of the Jewish'persuasion, strictly attached to the 
tenets of his own sect, prerented it in consequence of the oaths. 
require<l to be taken by his son, whom he wished to continue a 
member of the same religious sentiinents as his f?imily. Thougli 
the mfnd of young Myers possessed too much liberality to be 
shackled by the narro^r ideas of any particular Religion, yetfroni the 
respect he conceived to be due to his father, he gave up the more 
flattering prospects which a residence at Oxford promised, to* 
pursue his professional studies at Edinburgh. After residing fourj 
years at this University, where his regular attendance on lectures, 
/ and the practice of the Infirmary, his liberality of sentiment and^ 
suavity of manners, procured for him the esteem and respect Of the 
most celebrated professors; he took the degree of M.D. In the 
inaugural dissertation which he wrote on this occasion, on Diabetes^ 
he promulgated new opinions relative to its cause and treatment^ 
which subseauent experience bad proved to. be correct. 

Having exhausted the stores of professional information which, 
Edinburgh' then afforded, he declined to commence the practice of 
medicine till he had acquaifited himself with the state of medicine 
on the continent With this view he visited the leading Universities 
in France, Germany, and Holland. At Leyden, in 1778, he took the' 
degree of A. M. ; a proo^ of tiis previous classical attainments. Iti 
Paris, he spent a winter in visiting the different medical schools^' 
and associating with the first scientific and literary characters. 
In Berlin he re-studied anatomy, under the celebrated Professor 
Walter. He afterwards visited Vienna, where he attended to 
every improvement connected with medicine. He then extended 
his journey to Rome, where he indulged his cl^sical curiosity in 
visiting the rich remains of ancient science and taste. After an 
absence of three years he returned to England; a*id in 1784 com- 
menced the practice of medicine in this metropolis, having first 
become a Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians, Of 
vox,, ir. . *. Y Y 
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Dr. Myers, it may be said, no one ever commenced the cafecr of 
practice witli fairer prospects^ both from hn owr talents aTi4 liis 
accomplishments, in which no expeoce had beeaapared by hia touch 
respected father. He was accordi^Iy i mmcdift tdy appointed 
physician to the Portuguese Hospitii, the duties of which he l<ni^ 
discharged highly to the satisfaction, both of the patients ami 
governors. His next preferment waa physicianr to the Geaeivi 
Dispensary ( an oflice he retained for a period of twenty year»^ and 
resigned only on account of bad health. Beside these appointments^ 
Dr. Myers has iox some time held that of physician to the Cum- 
berland Free-Masons* School — an institution of a most benevolent 
nature, originally patronised by the late Duchess ofCumheriand^mA 
founded by that esteemed philanthropisti thelateCHEVALiKv Rus* 
PIN I. At thisCharity are educated no less than seventy-five female 
children of destitute Free Masons, and afterwards apprenticed, or 
otherwise properly dist>osed of, to commence their career in life. 
But the establishment in which the doctor lias taken most interest, and 
to which he is also physician, is the Institution of Mile End, for the 
education of ^he sons of Jews, in which all difference of sect and 
opinions is buried in the general prlnoiplesof pbilaothrophy, b^ng 
supported by individuals of every religious persuasion, and which 
presents in modern times the only real picture of true rtsligion in 
all her ^beauty, ifvhere animosity and every selfish passion are laid 
aside. Of this eslat^hment. His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex becoming the patron, has set the princely, liberal, und race 
exAmpIe, which ought to be more generally followed in a christian 
country — to consioer true charity as the offspring of no particular 
religiop. Dr. Myers has been for a number of .yeara» unfortunately for 
himself and the public, a martyr to ^out, the repealed attacks of 
which, though they have greatly diminished tl)e energy of bis hody» 
have hot impaired the faculties of his mind. To alleviate rli^ 
anguish of a paroxysm, he has had recourse tu the vapour batb« ^i 
Che principle suggested by the scientific and. philanthropic cM- 
racter» the Honourable Basil Cochrane; (raised to a^ tem|ierature 
above 150 Fahrenheit) and the advantage cS this application in 
bringing the fit to a favourable termination, he ha^ uniformly nc- 
I^erienced as a powerful auxiliary to nature. On the first introduc- 
tion of the French remedy, Eau Medicinale^ by the recommendation 
of his friend, the late Dr. Saunders^ he was induced. to give it a fieiir 
trial ; and the opinion of such a distinguished professional character, 
ought to have great weight on the minds of invalids. Dr. Myers has 
taken Mr. Want's remedy for some time, with a certain alleviation 
of his malady, and a much longer exemption from .paroxysot. Such 
an opinion must be highly flattering to Mr. Want, as the discoverer 
of the compositton of the Eau Medicinale^ and corrector of its 
baneful qualitiessl. it is literally laudare a laudato tiro. In conse- 
quence 01 the U9e of this medicine. Dr. Myera lias been enabkd to 
attend to his friends who stand in need of his professional advice, 
but not to extend' his servic'es to all who are desirous to avail 
themselves of his superior talents. Though Dr. Myers lu» not 
hitherto distinguished hiaiself as a literary cliara^ter, yet it is well 
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kQOwa his ciafisieal acquirements are equal to bis profesfiional. He 
w^ tlie first titat brought to tiiis country an account of SigaulTs 
Q|K^fajtioA of the Symphysis Pubis in 1780 ; the merits of which hav^ 
\kpn acknowled^^ by some obstetrical writers. He is a member of 
the Medical and Chirurgiqal Sqciety, and of several other scientific 
InstitntiQiis in the ft^etropolis, where he appears With equal advan** 
MiS^ and respect. It is tp be regretted* that whilst physician to the 
Portuguese Hospital, be did not comn^uiiicate any observation^ on 
t^ peculiar diseases )vhich frequently occqr there. All classes or 
PQUAfnunities so peculiar and select as the sect to which he belongs, 
|n their babita and modes of life^ have maladies peculiar to 
tJ[)e9ifelF€fi, 

This being a sulti^ of np small impor^ncfs to the improvement 
^ fX ipediQue, it is to be hoped the Doctpr will be induced to publisli 

the reault of his experience and Qbsetvations at the institution, for 
whi<^h he is so i|reH qualified. Roniasini set tbP eKample of an 
IjS^f^i work on i\}p diseases of difi*erent tk'ades pr prpfessions, which 
}^m been 9l|an)efi|l|y t}i^|eeted by the ni^dicml profession of this 
pountry. 

The idea has tpng prevailed on the Continent that (he British me* 
ti'ppoUs is open to superior taletits, of whatever nation or class of the 
pommunity the iridtvidual ipay be ; and we l)e(i.e¥e in the metro- 
pQlis of no other coqntry, woufd the respectable subject of this 
memoir have met with the encouragement and attfsntion from every 
p<»rsuasion as he has experienced in London. It has, however, been 
said* to the great dlssrace of the legislature^ that it is only in the 
Qritisb metrppplis that the Miedical Graduates pf the respectable 
Universities of the Continent are msulted by being compelled to 
y submit, to an examination in a dead language as to their compe- 

tency to exercise the healing art, after having passed the fiery or- 
deal, and the first ficademical honours conferred on them at the most 
respectable Universities. Insulting as this conduct has been felt by 
^he Untversiti^ in Europe, the Graduates who have conductea 
their studies it| the dead languagesi who, g^nfsfally speaking, are 
better acqus^inted with them tnan their own tongue, never object to 
it. Whatever the atiilities of the candidate may be, and we never 
i)eardpfa foreigner being found deficient in medical science, he 
^ill not be ailowed to practice within the jurisdiction of the Col- 
lege qf Physicians, unless he can pay that bp^lv of philosophers, 
who ^ct or pretend to act pqly for tl^e '* good of his Majesty's liege 
^ubjects,^' the sum qf seveqty pounds for a licence*! To an English 
physician, who^e education had cost him some hundred pounds, 
this sum may appear yeiy trifling, pafticula^v as the licence allows 
him tp exercise his art in so prcxtqctive a field as London ; but to a 
foreigner, whose educatipq co|t \\\m nothiqg, ^qd Y^ho has nothing 
to boa^t of but n^ental attainn^eqts, the sum is a cpmplete obstacle 
\p his settling in London. 

We have heard qf some foreigqem bavinjp; beeq threatened with 
legal prosecm^ipns, and of being duspende4 from practice if they did 
iK)t complete ttfeir pecuniary obligation tp the College ! ! Such con- 
fliict towards men qf scieqce, i^ disgraceful tp tl^e cpuntry ; and if 
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the legiglatufe allow them to enforce bye^laws, which militate 
against the encouragement of genius and the progress of science, they' 
should at least transfer (heir power over their -monkish charter to 
the Pope, who^might eonvince the learned body of the necessity of 
adaptingtheir laws to the advanced state of medical science. Accord-r 
ing to the present bye*law8 of the College, the American and Pott 
tuguese physicians are excluded from the practice in London; because 
in America and Portugal, a knowledge of the dead languages is not 
required to complete a medical education, and the exanrinations 
are conducted in their native languages* Medicine being still in its 
infancy, it cannot be said, th^t these bye^laws of exi:Iusion operate 
to the advantage of the citizens of London ; for, according to them, 
a man, who in consequence of a discovery in the functions of the 
animal economy* becomes acquainted with the nature and cure of 
diseases, '< tb^ liege subjects of his Majesty's good city of Londoo'^ 
would be deprived of the benefit of his advice, if the practitioner 
could not pass his examination in Latin tind Greek, and pay seventy 
pounds for a licence! 1 To an examination, however strict, we do 
not object — we only contend that it should be conducted in tb^ Ian* 
guage with which the candidate is best apquainted. A man may 
Jj^e puzzled by a language he has npt been accustomed to use; but If 
he capnpt pass any medical examination to whici^ the College can 
subject him, he certainly cannot bd'properly qualified to exercise 
the healing art. After a candidate has been at the enormpus ex-pence 
of an University education, it is unjust to .mak^ a further demand 
on his purse for a licence, which after all only allows him to prac* 
tise in simple cases of disease, and absolutely places him, accord^ 
iqg to a late Act of Parliament, below the surgeon and apothecary. 

To conclude our memoir of Dr. Myerp, we shall borrow two ap^ 
propriate lines from the immortal Pope-^ 

** For moclf? of faith let graccleits zealots fight, 
JJc cannot err, who^e life is i» the right." 

DROPSY. — Dr. Uwins ba? published twq cas0s of Dropsy, thq 
favourable termination of which he attributes tq copious bleeding. 
In one, a woman aged thirty-two, the disease was general, the leg 
and belly being much swollen, and the breathing so very difficult, 
that sh6 remained many nights without sleep. The action of th^ 
arterial system " was extraordinarily increqse^, and the pulse zery^ 
frequent and full.*' Strong purgatives, the saturated tincture 
of lox-glove (30 dfops every three hours,) and the Blue Pill 
(5 grains every night) were administered for three days without 
affording any apparent benefit. The patient was then bled to'the 
extent of 24 ounces, and the medicinal treatment cpntinued. The 
patient having the following night slept many hours in a recum- 
bent posture, and being rather better the subsequent day, the arte- 
rial excitement continuing, recourse Svas again had to an abstrac^ 
tion of blood to the same extent. No immediate essential benefit 
resulting from this practice, superficial punctures with a laffcet were 
made in one leg, as low as the uncle, and the following powd^nj 
>\'ere exhibited four times a day : 
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Take of quieksilver with chftlk/6 grains ; 
Scamniony, 8 i^rains; 
Cream of Tartar, one M:ruple. Mix. 
The quantity of serum which escaped from the punctures, was very 
«on9ic[erable. The swelling of the legs, thighs, ami belly, gradually 
subsided. From this period the secretiou of 'urine, (which had 
Jbeen very small) was much increased. There was a slight red* 
ness around the punctured parts for a few days, but itdisappeared oa 
the use of an emollient ointment* The patient in a short time was ia 
possession of spund health. In the other case, a similar treatment 
succeeded. Both cases were sequels of inflammation of the lungs, 
^ point of great importance to bear in recollection. They were also 
attended with increased action of the arterial system, and with 
plethora. 

The prescription of quicksilver with chalk and cream of tartar, is 
^nchemical. In lieu of the former article, we would recommeiul 
half a grain of calomel. The chalk, by absorbing the excess of tar-* 
taric acid in the cream of tartar, destroys that peculiar purgative 
quality which renders it beneficial in cases of dropsy. I'be patients 
are« in our opinion, as much indebted to the medicines and punc- 
tures for their recovery, as to bleeding. Indeed, had bleeding not been 
employed, the result would probably have heexk similar. The pre- 
peding cases were communicated to Dr Uwins^ Jby a practitioner in 
the country. 

YELLOW FEVEE.~To Mr Nodes Dickinson, membier of the 
Koyal College of Surgeons, staff-surgeon to the forces, &c. &c., we 
^re indebted for some very valuable practical remarks on tlie disease 
termed yellow fever, incidental to strangers in the West Indies 
from temperate climates. The new comers to the West Indies, 
being attacked by the disease, where neither marsh effluvium nor 
i^ontagion existed, (to which it has been uniformly attributed) Mr. 
.pickinson, on prosecuting bis enquiries as to the causers, ascertained 
^hat it was brought on by '* AieA atmospheric temperature.^^ l*he 
importance of this fact is, that it points out more effectual means of 
securing visitors from an attack, or of rendering the fever so mild, 
that no danger can be apprehended from it. The means, of course, 
jdependp on prqdpcing a state of system, which secures it from Mie 
operation of the atmospheric heat,. or, technically speaking, to de- 
stroy the predisposition to U^e disease. On this important subject, Mr. 
pickinsou observes : " Predisposition consists in that state of the bo<Jy 
which is usually denominated the inflammatory diathesis ; i. e. an 
aptitude to the aiseases which result from au increased action of the 
sanguiferous system. The peculiar concomitants of this state are, 
a youthful period of life, a vigorous constitution, fulness of blood, 
and great muscular tone; in short, the common characters of rude 
health and strength. To this general predisposition of the system, 
inaction on ship-board, a full diet of animal food, with a liberal al- 
lowance of strong drink, will be found very materially to contribute. 

*• Whatever tends to correct this disposition by lowering the 
•system, is the ground for a successful preventive treatment* 

r It therefore deserves attention, that iu those subjects stated to 
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possess a certain inaptitude to the diseases, or who are not predis- 
posed by fulness and vigour of. the system, the exposure to the ex« 
citing causes in them will geqemHy be inadequate to produce si 
serious attack. The particular habit of body presents, . in this case, 
such a natural barrier of preservation, as in the opposite tenspe^ment 
we should endeavour tq create. 

• ^^ Witli this view, recourse should be had tp the following men^ 
«are8, as such individuals approach the warm latitude; nan^lj^ 
blood-letting; moderate and occasionally repeated purging; afa^tir 
nence from fermented liqnors qf every description; and ^ r^ductiot^ 
in the qnantity and. stimulant onality of sdid food, 
- ^ These precautiooa should oe continued during the remainder of 
the voyage^ while bleeding and purging li>uat be repeated on such 
occasions as are pointed qut by a predisposed state pf the system, 
after an arrival in the country ; at which pertod, too, a rigid perscr 
.verance in the abstemious plan of di^t, alre^idy recomp^udied oft 
ship4x)ard, will be highly requisite, 

** These are ^mong the chief means of preventing an attack of tbf 
fever, by changing di^ oonditipo pf body. But if the more imme* 
diate exciting cause can also be diminished in its pqwer, and the in^ 
dividual can repair, at his arrival in the West IndieS| to an elevated 
situation in. the interior <^ tb(5 cpuntry, where the temperatqit^, com^ 
pared with the heat of the tparitinie towns, it low» his safety will be 
greatly insured.'' 

To this preventive treatnveiit, Mr. Dickinson might have added, th^ 
use of the shower bath, three or four fiines a-week. Cold water ap? 
plied to the head, we have found mpre efiectual in protecting th^ 
system against the banefu) effects of high temperature of the 
Atmosphere, than any other reynedy ; and tq tl)e treatpient recpm-: 
mended by Mr* Dickinson, it ci^nnot but prove a powerful aus^iliary. 
. The treatment of this formidable disease, must be regulated ac- 
cording to the sUige and the general atatc of the constitutipn. In 
the first stage, Mr. Dickinson advises prompt and copious depletion^ 
to unload the system of blood-vessels, and to allay morbid e^^citement, 
Jn the latter stage, when the stamina are vjreakened by the disease* 
lie recommends a cautious and palliative plan, to qui^t the system, 
and to obviate debility. The treatment of the first stage yt^ shalj 
give in the author's own words. 

. *' The most effectual means of fulfilling the cufativ^ indiqition a( 
the first attack is by a copious bleeding from a larfjt orifice. With 
respect to quantity^ it can only be determined by the particular ctr^i 
cumstances of the case, to which no general rule can otherwise be 
applied, than that we should bleed until the inpnlinaUs excitement 
js reduced, and the predominant symptoms removed. \{ fainting 
come on, so as to prevent the requisite quantity of blood being with- 
drawn at once, we must embrace the earliest moment to renew the 
operation : or if, from the severity of the symptoms, an appamenfly 
great, and yet insufficient evacuation has not removed the principal 
pain, and reduced the fulness, force, and velocity of the circulation, 
it will be absolutely necessary to repeat the bleeding, making it^ 
obvious effect upon the ^ysipfoiiu of the disease the measure of ouf 
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nile in regnrd to the quantity it itmy be proper to. take away. A 
third bleeding will seldom be necessary, ii the previous evacuations 
have been promptly made, and sufBciently copious to remove tiie. 
more violent symptoms, which, if they sonvetimes give way to the 
sudden detraction of sixteen to twenty ounces of blood, will more 
commonly require that from twenty to fifty ounces should be with- 
drawn at first, and repeated to the necessary extent in point of quan- 
tity, as often, and after such interrals, as the continuance of local 
pain stnd the general increase of excitement throughout the system 
may demand for their entire removal. This must be eflected, or little 
permanent good will be -done. . , 

*' While a sufficient evacuation by bleedirtg is obtained, nothing 
will more effectually contribute to the relief of the patient than the 
' immediate employment of the tepid liath, if the skin be soft, with a 

moderate degree of heat, and apparent tendency to relaxation. But 
should the heal of the surface be high, with great constriction, dry- 
ness, and general tendon, it is preferable to resort to the immediate 
application of a reduced temperature, so conducted* by ablution or 
immersion in cold water, as to abstract the excess of caloric, and 
diminish the morbidly increased excitement: and to this effect the 
admission of a current of cool air through the patieia*s chamber, and 
the exhibition of cold drink, will essentially contribute. Beside this 
general application of cold, we should enjoin its assiduous employ^' 
ment, by sponging the surface with cold water, to diminish the in- 
ordinate heat which is continually accumulatiue in parts to which 
there occur topical determinations— to the head, hands, and feet; 
while, in addition lo cool air and a refrigerant bevenige, we must 
occasionally advise injections of cold sea water. 
/ ** Having witliout loss of time resorte-d to bleeding, a purgative of 

active power should be administered while the patient remains in 
the warm bath i as, for example, ten grains of prepared calomel, 
with fifteen or twenty of jalap, or the compound extract of 
bitter apple ; to be followed, unless a full effect is produced hi two' 
hours, by a solution of an ounce of the sulphate of magnesia, or 
other purging salt Copious stools should thus be procured; and 
that this may be effscted within as short a period as possible, an in* 
jection must be tlirown up in aid of the medicine. Plentiful evacua- 
tions will generally follow the adoption of these means, succeeded by 
a general relaxation of the skin, and great relief. 

f^ A full evacuation of « the contents of the bowels once obtained, 
the continuance of a purgative exhibition must be determined by ex- 
isting circumstances. Congestions in the brain and liver are the 
frequent cause of fetal mischief; and it has been found decidedly 
beneficial, in almost every insunce^* to keep up a brisk purging un- 
ril the symptoms have manifestly abated. This is marked by the 
reduction of vascular action, and that restoration of secretion which 
accompanies universal relaxation. The object in this case is best 
effected bv moderate doses of prepared calomel combined with 
jalap, or oy an adequate dose (from four to 3ix drachms) of a 
purging salt, repeatetl agreeably to the circumstances of the case. 

** Cooled water, fruit, the saline mixture, imperial or soda wat r. 
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may be liberally allowed, to diminish thirst. In a disease trhidi fuiifi 
its course so rapidly, it is almost superfluous to notice that the diet, 
if any nourishment can be required in the first stage of the attack, 
should be free from stimulants." 

The contents of Mr. Dickinson's t\'ork, tve find, will not admit of 
a satisfactory condensation. To tliose who are alx>ut to visit a tro- 
pical climate, or country where the yellow fever prevails, we recom- 
mend the perusal of the whole work. The titte of the book is, 
** Observations on the Inflanlmatory Endemic, incidental to Stran<* 
gers in the West Indies, &c. from temperate Climates, commonly 
called Yellow Fever." 

INFLAMMATION o/<A« BRAIN. — Dr. Parkinson, trlio, to 
the great regret of the inhabitants, has lately left Leicester, for the 
purpose of elucidating a new pathological nomenclature in this me- 
tropolis, and who for the apace of one month flourished nway in 
Paternoster Row, as the successor to Dr. Adams, in the Editorship 
of the London Medical and Physical Journal, haa published a case 
of an affection of tbe brain, under the name of Inflammation of the 
I{rain, which terminated favourably under his care. On the first 
visit he paid the patient, '* he was informed that he returned the same 
morning frmn a journey to Bath and several other places in tlie 
regular course of his business. At Bath he had associated with 
some pf his customers, with whom ho drank spirit in great exrei^s 
for some days, contending vehemently with them on religious su1)« 
jects.** On leaving Bath, he became abstemious. At Kedford nn 
acquaintance pronounced htm to be evidently deran*ged; and this 
opinion his friends entertained on his arrival in London. When 
he took his place on the outside of a coach to London, the guard 
objected to receive him as a passenger, on account of his mental 
derangement. His friends, however, prevailed on the guard to let 
him proceed. In the forenoon of the SIst of August, he arrived in 
London. The state in which the doctor found him we shall give in 
his own elegant language:-*-^ [|c was exceedingly agitated, appre- 
hending he was an apostate, and that he was called for to immediate 
and eternal punishment, seeing demons, as he imagined, to seize 
him and carry him to judgment. Hemonstrances were not availing, 
Jlis pulse was slmo and contracted^ his skin hot^ hh tongue while, 
/iff face flushecU /i/V eye^brows knitted, hhviAce loud and harsh, 
his language imperative. Jlis persuasion that all be imagined was 
real, could not be weakened by any means that could be employed. 
Ungovernable in his actions, bent upon si^^/^destruction, uegged 
Foil others to destroy hini.'* 

After ordering twenty ounces of blood to be taken from a vein of 
thn arm, he prescribed the following medicines*: 

Take 6f prepared calomel, six grains ; conserve of hips, a suffi- 
cient quantity to form a bolus. To be taken immediately after the 
operation of bleeding, with four lar^^e spoonsful of a solution of 
Lpsom salt (two ounces of Epsom salt in seven ounces of water), 
the latter of which was to be repeated every three hours, till copious^ 
evacuations were produced, lie also directed cold water to be assi- 
duously applied to the head. On visiting the patient about three 
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boura afterwards, he found ^' him somewhat more tranquil, face less^ 
flushed, pupils conlractedy eyes fierce, voice and mind nearly the 
same, pulse more dilated and Quicker — the medicine had operated 
well.** l*he doctor ordered bleeding to \)e repeated to the same 
extent, and the following medicines to be taken: 
Take of Emetic Tartar, two grains : 
White sugar, two drachms ; 
Cream of tartar, halfa, drachm ! I 
Common water, seven ounces and a half. 
Mix.— Three large spoonsful to be taken every three hours. 

Take of strong mercurial ointment, one drachip. To be rubbed 
into the skin of trie inside of the thigh, Sfc. assiduously everj/ four 
hours* The doctor enjoined '^ a total abstinence from ant/ thing 
^ *«/ water."!! 

On the following morning, at nine o'clock, the doctor found ^^ the 
symptoms of the same qualittf^ though less violent*" At six in the 
af^rnoon, ^^ the alvine evacuations were copious; the patient very 
feeble, and much stiller." He now ordered a straight waistcoat, 
and bleeding, to be repeated to the extent of sixteen ounces;, a 
blister to be applied to the whole hezA^ and to persist in the use of 
the mixture of emetic tartar, &c« 

On the following day, *^ the alvine discharges firee, but less quiet. 
Ungovernable; fiice flushed; pulse quick and hard." A perse- 
verance in the medicines was urged, as well as an application of 
twelve leeches to the temples. In the afternoon, about six o'clock, 
he was much better. ^^ The leeches had bled well, copious alvine 
discharges, dark coloured and watery. He ordered the blistering 
plaister to the head to be repeated, and the mercurial friction to be 
continued. At nine o'clock he revisited him, when ^^ his pulse was 
/ feeble, general symptoms less violent." He ordered the following 

medicine:— 

Take of Assafoetlda; 

Carbonate of A mmonia ; 
Camphor; of each 3 grains. 
Mix for a bolus. 
Take of infusion of Gentian, 7{ ounces ; 

Spirit of Sulphuric Ether, 2 drachms. Mix. 
The bolus to be taken^ with three large spoonsful of the mixture, 
ever fourth hour. 

The following morning, at nine o'clock, the doctor was ii>fbrmed 
his patient had ^' slept at intervals, in all about two hours; no eva- 
cuations. He found the pulse too full and quick. Evident remissions. 
Exacerbations at nine in the morning and nine at night.** 

He ordered twelve leeches to be applied to the temples, and the 
Ibllowing aperient medicines :— - 

Take of Calomel, 13 grains; 

Extract of bitter ^pple, 1 drachm. 
To be divided into 16 pills. Four to be taken every third hour, 
with three large spoonsful of the solution of Epsom salt, until they 
operate on the bowels. 
In the evening he found him much cooler and calmer. The leeches 

YOL. IV. z z 
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ha<l bl..l freely, and tW medicine, had cpel^led copiously. He 
ordered the solution of Kpsom salt to be eontinued. 

Tlie following mornino^, at nine, *' his countenance nnd pnl^e 
much better; intervals of refreshing sleep ; evident intermissions; 
discharges hy stool, copious. Theparoxysm coming on about nii>e 
o'clock in the evening. 

The doctor ordered ihe imline mixture, wfth nntimonial wine, 
which is followed with the 'following meoiorandukii : — " Meet the 
next paroxjsnii which is predicted at nine to-morrx)w morning;'.' 
the. meaning of whi<^h \ve do not comprehend. The foTIowing 
morning, at nine o'clock, the doctor was with the patient, when he 
was informed tliat he ^^ had had some sleep at intervals, and had 
been more tranquil. The paroxysm, and att thdiymptoms returned 
in excess; the pulse 1^0; ungovernable, at the time of the doctor*^ 
irigit. lie ordered twenty ounces of biood to be liiken from the 
nape of the neck by topping, and' the obefation to be repeated in 
the evening, if.thc pai'oxysm recurred. lUust^rd' poultices to be Apt 
plied to the fe^t. 

ThQ paroxysm did ^ott-eYiur in the cvetilng. The ** bowels were 
open, and the Ynoutli soire with the mercurial ointmenh*' He 
ordered an ounce of syrup of buckthorn to'be^dded to the solution 
of Kp^om salt, dnd the mercurial friction to be discontinued. At ten 
o'clock he wfts ihfofm^d he «lept longer* at a timnre. 'The solution 
of Epsom salt to be continued. The following morning, at ten, he 
learned tfmt the patient had slept nearly two hburs. The evacu« 
ations were copious. " About nine be began to be worse. The 
pulse quickened, ISO; face flushed; eye reddened; mirrd nuteh tie-' 
ranged. Ilie mustard poultices had acted a-f//." \\\c doctor 
directed, — *^ As the paroxysms would begin to decline about noou^ 
he may takie the following powder, at one o*cloclv. 

*"' Take of compound powder of Ipecacuan, .rm^ scruple.*' 

At nine o'clock the doctor was iulbrm^d thjit'he lM>came more 
calm. At one he took tlie poxvder, and slept more than three hours. 
Ife ordered the powder to be repeated at one o'jclock the following 
morning. On his next visit (at ten o'cloA the next jnorning) he 
was told that ^' he had hnd three stools; all the motroTid had been 
dark coloured and watery hitherto, but nrttv bitwUs. The first dose 
of opium calmed^ the hist laid prostrate ;'^we\X{^ ptoft^J^rty." At 
ibur o'clock he fmtnd,him *'i»tiller. more rational, puL<c Ibeble, 
mouth very sore^ 

He ordered " wine and water, or a iHVe porter, WeP-tc^a, grnel, 
tea, or milk porridge; no medicine/* ' Du the fallowing' nay, lie wajs 
" more tranquil and rational ; pulse sofk, drid mttch slower ; slept 
soundly morcthan two hours at a time; nostortl." ' He ordered iJie 
solution of Epsom salt, the infusion of roses, and a cllange^ytiheri; 
and washing." At thrte o'clock, the doctor t^arht that he "bore 
shifting well ; he was in all respects better ;. takes wi/ie and water, 
milk, broth, &c. The infusion of roses, and Solution of l^psom salt^ 
to bq continued." On;the following day, he found liim ** better ; 
his voicp chapo^ed from.harsh to soft-toned, tVom imperative to pre- 
cative," and the roediiclnes to be continued. The -three following 
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dfiys, bis amendoi^nt was rapid. On the fourth, heordfM-ed him in- 
to the country. . '. \ 

On this case, the doctor observed s '^* I consider it inflammation of 
the substance of the brain, and that the means employed, and to the 
full extent mentionod, were not only efficacious in . ureserving^ the 
life aj)d the intellect of the patienf, but were probably such onty as 
would liaye been availing/* From the doctor's narrative of^ the 
history of the caee, and the result of his treatment, we are disposed 
Ip a^ee with tho9e people who pronounced it to b^ mania: that 
8pec^e8 technically termed mania plethor. If active inflammation 
had existed in the. .f i/A5^a/ir^ of the brain, would the f)upils of the 
eyes havje contracted ? In all the cases we have met with, where it 
iV4ti asceriajned; by dissection, that the substance of the brain was 
< iuflamed> the pupils of the eyei were dilatrify in consequence of the 

optic nerves oeiuff compressed* by distended blood- vessels. When 
the mjiningjes of the br<un,arQ inflamed, the pupiU sire always con** 
trslcted. 

With what view the doctor employed mercttrinl friction, when 
Ihe brain and nervous system were in a morbid state of excitement, 
we arc at a loss to conjecture. Many medical practitioners, who do 
I pot aspire tq tl|e elevated situation of a teacher, would, we suspect, 

attribute the obstinaay of the disease to the eflfects of mercury. 
Surely the doctor could not have supposed that efl*usion of serum 
had taken place in the hc^d, or that mercury in the early stage of 
tlie complaint was likely to prevent it. The exhibition of assafcBtida 
with camphor, the volatile ammonia^ and bitter infusion, at the time 
)vjien the system was nearly saturated with mercury, puzzles us ex- 
ceedingly, particularly as the learned doctor is not a Brunonian. 
. We are iitclined to' attribute the fortunate escape of the patient to 

the eflect of the opium* in allaying cerebral exeitement, which the 
introduction of mercury to auch an extent as to affeet the mouth, 
might luiye produced, gr at any rate kept up. We advise the doctor 
tto explain to his poptla the reason for tiis having had recourse to 
piieivurial inunction.ip this case, and why the patient sho'Uld not have 
recovered more rapidly had it not hlive been emplpycd,--i^Thc doctor 
threatens the profeasion ^ith a new pathologioal nomencl^tture, the 
a.dvantage.of which is a *^ pore etymology !'* Instead of ransack- 
ing the dead languages for new names for diseases,, drugs, and dif- 
ferent pacta of the humao. body^ it would be more creditable to hirn 
to cultivate 4 better acq^uaintance with his vernacular tongue. .A 
knowledge of the nature, cause, and treatment of diseases, the 
properties of drugs, and ike offices of diflerent organs, &c. of the 
bodfy,is of far greater consequence to his pupils than to confuse their 
brains with fine sounding names, or a pure etymology. — We advise 
t^ doctor to read WiUion on the Origin of Lang;'uagos. It will, 
perhaps, convince hjm that the Greeks them3elves were originally 
iiidoced to give names to articles from certain, resemblances, as the 
J^atins termed u muscle (musculus) from its resemblance to a mouse, 
(mus.) Mrs. Johnson, on this subject, would quote Shakespeare — 
'^ What's iji a name^ it forms no part of thee,*' Sec. The doctor's 

22 
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labours might have succeeded io raising his fame five hundred years 
ago. By a diffusion of knowledge, everj class of society is now 
capable of distinguishing pedantry from science. 

From technicalists or pedantic practitioners, of whom there are 
but too many, he may meet with approbation, whilst in the mind 
of men of science he will excite no other feeling than that of con* 
tempt. That name for a disease, a drufi[, or a part of the body, is 
surely the best, by which it is best understood. The technicalist 
we have uniformly found to be superficially acquainted with the 
practice of medicine. The doctor tnus concludes iiis supposed case 
of inflammation of the substance of the brain : ^M have publicly 

fiven it as my opinion, and have taught it to nty pupils, that the 
rain within the head is an orffan of sense, composed of the same 
materials and association as all the perceivino^ organs, such as the 
expansion of the optic nerve (retina) &c. vias. an association of 
muscle with brain, (which he terms) << Mj/eleuthytona h^tmeuthy* 
todes /** otherwise, says he, ^' I cannot conceive bow it. could op- 
tain the functions called perception, consisting of the two essential 
attributes of animal life, sensation and motion ; but the great ofBce 
of the brain within the head, is to elaborate perception obtained by 
the organs of sense into judgment or mind (I I) or to direct the com- 
mands of the miW, volitions through the nerves (Myeleuthytona 
enyphantodes) to the moving solids hsemeuthytona, vulgarly called 
muscle, from some supposed resemblance to a mouse** ! ! 

Thus the doctor is as great a metaphysician as he is a physician. 
To our medical readers, the doctor's supposed case of infiamroa* 
tion of the braiil is not de9titute of interest. As to the patient, it 
roust be highly gratifying, in having had his stamina so scienti- 
fically tested. 

RHEUMATIC INFLAMMATION OF THE EYE.— The 
Medico-Chirurgical Society has published a paper on this species of 
inflammation of the eye, from the pen of Mr. Wardrop, an eminent 
surgeon of this metropolis. The symptoms which characterise this 
inflammation, are a peculiar brick-red tinge^ or an admixture of 
yellow with crimson red. The distended blood-vessels are visible 
oyer the whole white passing forwards in nearly straight lines from 
the posterior part of the eye-ball, and advancing close to the cor- 
nea; but neither passing over it, nor leaving that pftle circle 
around if, which is so evident when either the choroid coat, or iris 
is inflanied. The general redpess is produced more from numerous 
small ramifications than a few large trunks ; on close examination, 
the conjunctive tunic covering the cornea, appears to be abraded. 
This disease commences with an unpleasant sensatiot^ of dryness, 
which is' sooner or later succeeded by a copious secretion of tears. 
The eye-lids are very slightly swelled, and the vessels of the inte- 
rior surface but little distended. On the commencement, the 
chief seat of pain is in the headj'^oipetimes aflfecting the eye-balk. 
It is usually most severe in the teipple of the side of the affected 
eve; but it is often seated in the bt*ow, 'the cheek-bone, the teeth, 
tne lower jaw, the ear, or one half of the head. ' Th^ pain is gene- 
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rally of a dull Qgonizing kind than acute, Tarjin^in degree, some* 
tiroes coining on in verjr severe paroxysms, particularly on bending 
the head downwards. ' In the eycsball the sensation is more of ful- 
ness than of pain. The primary or principal seat of the disease, 
Mr. Wardrop supposes to be the sclerotic coal, because its texture 
resembles that or the membranes of the body, which are liable to 
rheumatic action. Besides the ]^e^uliar redness of the eye, fto. there 
is a disturbed state of the eonstitotion, the circulation is quickened, 
the temperature of body increased, the skin dry* the tongue white 
and furred, the stomlion disordered, &;c. Like rheumatism of other 
parts of the bod^, \i may be traced to sudden vtcissitudea in thp 
atmosphere, and is most prevalent in particular seasons. 

The species of inflammation of the eye, with which it is most 
likely^ to be confounded, is the syphilitic, but from it, it may be dis-v 
tinguished by its progress, and more particularly by the constitu^ 
tional symptoms. 

In the rheumatic inflammation of the eje, Mr. Wardrop haa 
found the evacuation of the aqueous humour attended with much 
advantage. In neglected or improperly treated cases, when the 
cornea has become dim and clouded, so as to impair vision, the 
good effects of this operation were uniformly instantaneous, the 
pains in the head cleared, and the cornea soon became transparent s 
no applications wer^ afterwards necessary, but fomentations to the 
parts around the eye. If the ball of the eye continue irritable, the 
vinoui tincture of opinm may be applied to it* Particular attention 
must also be paid tp the digestive organs. In the early stage of 
the disease, Mr. Wardrop has found an emetic drau^^ht (composed 
of an ounce of ipecacuan wine and i| drachm of antimonial wine) 
speedily to alleviate the pain in the head, and to diminish the in« 
flammation of the eye. After the operation of the emetic, the bowels 
should be emptied ov the exhibition of a dose of calomel and rhu-* 
barb. When the disease has succeeded a sudden chill, the func- 
tions of the skin should be excited by a dose of antimonial powder, 
with or without opium, every four olr six hours ; this has generally 
the effect of allaying pain and procuring sleep. From local bleed- 
ing little adyantlige has b^en derived, except it was attended with 
aplethoric state of the constitution* ]n the early stage, the pain 
of the eye and brow la relieved by a fomentati^pn of poppies. Re*, 
peated applications of blistering jplaister behind the ear, or to the 
nape of the neck, greatly contribute to the cure ; but they should 
never be applied near th^ affected eye. With respect to local ap- 
plications, the vinous tincture of opium is the only one that has 
proved decidedly beneficial; it should not be applied till the latter 
period of the inflammation, when the con^stitutronal symptoms have 
subsided. It may be applied by means of ^ camel-hair pencil be- 
tween the eye-lids, once or twice a day, as lone as it affords relief. 
The very beneficial eftects of the Peruvian bark in rheumatic affec- 
tions of the joints, induced Mr. Wardrop to give it a trial in this 
species of inflammation of the eye. He commenced its use after the 
stomach aihl bowels had been properly emptied, although the 
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tongue reinaiiied very ivhite,. and fhe pulsa . qoicker than natural ; 
the result lia« convinced biin, that it ns as pouerful a specific in 
this dJKease, as it is in a^u^. lie reconiniends the powder to.be 

{fiven from (ive to eight grains^ in. a little warm water, e%'erjy two 
lours, or as often as the stomach will b<^r it. It sometinies purges 
the trowels considerably) which he has not found to diminisH its 
specific efiect. In all rheumatic alTectioos of the acute kind, Mr« 
Wardrop has. found the mineral acids extreni^lj useful, which he 
attributes to thf^ir e^ects^ on^the biliary secretions^ b^ gives a pre^ 
ItTence to ()ie .diluted sulphuric ajsid^ ten drops of which, with a tea- 
spoonful of syrup of roses^ and a glass of cold water, form a plea* 
sant draught, lyhiph jnay betaken three or four times a day. In 
some cpses he has found turpentiqp, either Mngly or combined with 
|)te Peruvian bark or rhubarb, beneficial. Mercury given tp an 
ejLtent to affect the gums, has always aggravated th^ symptoms. 
Every practitioner of experience and observation, . will. duly ap« 

(ireciate Mr. W.ardrop*a communication : — the Ctculty. and public at 
urge ace much indebted to him for the attention he has paid U> I he 
subject* We have very frequently met with (his species of inflani- 
ination.. of the eves in arthricp-rheumatic subject and >ve, have 
III ways thought that gouty action predominated. 
«. The scientific account Mr. Wardrop has giy'^n of the. disease, 
will induce us to pay more attcntipn in future to the cqustitutiop of 
the patient, in order to ascertain if it be independent of gouU 
Inflammation of the e^es, entirely gouty,^ ia, with respect to tre^t-^ 
nient, a most perplexing disease. . So extremely irritable is the 
external surface of the ey^e, that even the topical application of 
aqueous solution of opium, the electric aiira? and cofci and wiM'm 
water, evidently aggravates it. internal remedies, anodyne, cool- 
ing and stimulating, as ^ell as.blistering the. skin of the qape of tj[ie 
nc^ck and behind the ears, rather increase, than diminish the irrita- 
tion. W^ have at tliis lime s^ gentleman under our jcarc, afflicted 
in an extraoi'dinary deg^ree with this compjaifit. Being the brother 
of an eminent physician 4n the country, he haa.ebtaine^ gratuitously 
tlie opinion of all the leading pcactitioneiis of Loudon, whose modes 
pf treatment have increased the malady. .We hope li^r. Wardrop 
^ill favour the faculty with the result of hispnictice.on this disease, 
ajs be speaks of it in hisi valuable paper c^ the rheumatic species. 
To us it is a source of great satisfaction tomeet .with communications 
from such, men as Messrs. Wardrop, Aberufthy> and Mansford, who 
can have po other. objept in vi^w. thaa th«r promotion of medical 
science, and consequei)tly IJIm^ real good.of mai^ind. 

Tliat parU of the body^ of BimilUD. texture to. that of the sdia* 
roticcoat of the eyo is auqject U>. rhoumaiisi9i» 'Wo have long; been 
cpnvinced. W|» are sf^isfied that we hAV« pfleoi meVwith rheuum-. 
tism of the aorta and puimo^i^ffy ^pirtery^ aiyd we believe the disease 
termed pectoral' itagMia^ to beof this.iMiture..' Of rbeumiitic affcclloafi 
of the aorta, we have experiaaced several; a^ttackii, and the treat •» 
meat which Uu6 coavictioc^ has pointed oMt^ Ji,a3> uniformly supceed^U 
ill £emoving it, ^ 
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GA LV A WSM.i-^CRr. T)t Scmvtis's hitrr to Profvs!:^ri/imnl, royu 
Ihiucdfrom p^f^c SfS.j^ — -Having made (he final impt'Oveni<»nt on 
jnxtr necklace pile, which in future I fihall denominate the *' pensile 
pffe^^^ 1 mtan shortly to pttbU^h a description of its tiiecfaanism. 
with popular Jii<tt^t;t ions for its management in cases of suspended 
ftninTAtiort, or tho5?e diseases in which it may be advisable to exfcite 
the nervouflr system. At the sameiime'I shall narrate the pheno* 
niena which occurred Hiirihg the cxperimetits I made in bringing 
the appardtns to its present state of perfection. The phMiomeOa' 
ore of that nature ns to throw miich additional light oh the coin- 
cidencc of the galTarric with the electric fluid; and I think also on 
the" nature of the Ifitter, and particularly of lis qffirtfttj with caloric 
and light. The resclts of my expefirin^nts tend gr^tly to eltrcidate 
the late report of Dr. Hare, of the United States; They Hkewisd 
confirm my former statement^ that the intensity of the polar fconden- 
satfons depends on the humber as well as on the extent of the acting 
surfaces of the plates, and at the same time on the force and 
rapidity of the chemical actions of the pilar elements. Th<*ir hete- 
rogeneity, which ivasof great consideration on the first discovery of 
galvanism, for the electto-motibn at rtie present state of the pile, 
is the smallest ach'ng power, or, more properly speaking, a conditio 
sine qua notiy more than an acting power. VVIien I mentioned 
pilar elements^ I alluded to all the ingredients v^lrich nrc used, not 
only in (he structure of the pile, but even in the bath of it; and so 
I should observe, that choice of the acid, and the degree of con- 
centration, are not subjects of indifference. Besides the force and 
rapidity of the action of the acid on the metals, consideration i^ 
to be mid to the contemporaneous development of caloric and 
electricity; but caloric is not always a favourable circumstance? to 
the accumulation of electricity. Tne action of sulphuric acid, in 
different proportions, with' water, produces a greater quniitily of 
caloric than the same combinations of muriatic acid with Vvatcr ; but 
the dccnmulation of electricity is more abundant in the latter than 
in the farmer. 

'Hie nitric acid, however, fs more powerful than the muriati , in 
every degree of concentration. When piire, two rapid successive 
immersions of a pile, composed of only eighty plates of an inch and 
I'diameter, with clothes ot % diameter, were capable of determining 
n dfficharge through the twisted silk covered with wax, by whicSi 
the assistant was holding the pile, his bodyj the ground of the garden, 
and my body, when I was touching by accident the lower extremity 
of the pile with ray dn/ fingers ; meanwhile the extent of the twisted 
silk was nearly two Yeet, and the disttthce of the assistant from 
myself wasmdre than a yard and a half. ' Does not this accidental 
occnrrcnce give <iorti6 degree of probability io'the {>ower which 'some 
people in our country say the^ possess of being sensible to the effects 
of ratals some distance belbw thfe surface of the ^arth, and parti- 
cularly when sltnfated near '^springs of watc^r in the Appennines? Our 
pile' was suspended many teet from the ground; we wore worsted 
stockings, which, like the sl!k cord, are very bad conductors. Why 
should not subterraneous beds of nietalsj particulatiy near the 
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ffprinfrs of water* determine ppalvanio discbarges througb more con- 
ducting bodies than branches o( certain shruM, so as to aflTect their 
nervous system, and even slightly to agitate the muscles of their 
nrtns, and to act galvanically on the branches of the shrubs tfaejr 
hold in their hands, giving them an inclination downwards ? 

The interesting results I have met with, have encouraged me to 
prosecute my researches ; and some results tending to confirm that 
the Canton's and Cavello's Amalgams present in the aggregations 
of their not intimately connected elements a series of iv^Hessimal 

{nles^ would, perhaps, subdue to the galvanic laws the very deve- 
opement of tae common electricity I meanwhile be pleased to 
agree for this moment with the communication of scmie other im« 
provements which I have endeavoured to make in the coaunou 
chest of instruments for cases of suspended animation. The iie« 
cessitv of adding the pensile pile, with all its accompanying articles, 
would have increasea the dimension of that chest woieb was already 
rather too large ; but, happily, 1 was able not only to give a com- 
pensation for the space occupied by the pile, but even to reduce the 
dimension of the chest in a greater aegree* notwithstanding' the 
addition of some other complementory machine. The bellows 
which were employed first attracted my attention. — Why not adopt 
boX'btlfoipSf wnicli on being pressed, would only occupy an inch 
or two in depth, and three or four in breadth, with the appen* 
dages ? Thev are to be composed of two light leather cylinders, 
each divided into four partitions, kepi together with elastic wirejs, 
and separated by a middle wood cylinder, furnished with two valves 
in one part, an^ a double tube in the other. The valves are so dis- 
posed and so connected with the two valves, situated at the very 
circumference of the light wood plates, closing externally the bef- 
lows at the other end, that with due management, they maj easily 
allow a passage to the air in opposite directions ; so that inspira- 
tion may alternate with expiration when the apparatus is adapted 
to the larynx tube, previously fixed with the stomach metallic flex- 
ible tube on the regulator, which passes through a hole in the 
middle of the coated plate, the mouth t)eing closed by elastic 
bandages, — (To be continued.) • 

WEN. — Dr. Somerville has communicated to the profession the 

f>articulars of a new operalion for the cure of this disease, which he 
lad an opportunity of seeing performed during his residence in 
Naples, by Dr. Quadri, an eminent surgeon of that city. 

from the cases which Dr. Quadri has communicated to Dr. So- 
merville, in which the operation succeeded, we select the following, 
on account of its illustrating his mode of operating. 

*^ On the I4th of February, by means of a trochnr pointed needle, 
six inches and a*half long» I passed a seton, lefl and right, trans- 
versely through the gland. The tumor was soft, and the circumference 
of the neck measured sixteen inches and a-half (French), and the 
hreadth of the tumor six inches. The seton produced inflammaticm 
throughout the lefl side of the gland, which was materially augmented 
hy the introduction of black hellebore root^ on the 15tli of March, 
which was kept ii) the wound three days. In the end of March, 
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after withdrawing the M^a, the wound healed rapidly, scarcely 
leavinc a vestige of the wen on the left side, and such diminutroii 
had taken place on the riffht, that the neck measured only fifteen 
inches. On the day the Joctor determined to pass a seton on the 
right side of her neck, the patient was under the necessity of returning 
to her family.'* 

From the cases which Dr. Somerville has published, it appears 
that a seton may be passed through a wen sixteen times, varying 
the. direction in every instance, without producing any untoward 
occurrence ; or, as Dr. Somerville observes, ^ scarcely a possibility 
of danger/' unless the needle were introduc^ra so deep as to wound the 
scutiform cartilage, or the principal thyroid arteries. From the results 
of the operation, the following practical inferences may be drawn, 
that it IS not dangerous to perforate a wen with a trochar pointed 
needle deeply in the gland, provided it be not brought near the 
cartilage; that the consecutive inflammation is pvoduetive of trifling 
iqconvenience; that when the irritation of the seton is not adequate 
to excite a sufficient degree of inflammation and suppuration, they 
may be succeseftilly obtained by the introduction of black hellebore 
root;^ that it is expedient to retain the seton in the tumor for a 
considerable length of time, in order to keep up the suppuration, 
until a cure is e&cted; and that the beneficial effects of suppuration 
rarely fails to extend throughout the whole substance of the gland. 

I^ in the immediate neighbourhood of the part through which 
the seton passes, an irregular fungous nfargin rises up, Dr. Quadri 
directs it to be cut off with a pair of scissars, on withdrawing thip 
seton, to prevent deformity, ^or a short time after the cure, th^^ 
skin remains corrugated, but it soon resumes its natural appearance. 
ST. VITUS'S DANCU.— In an early number we have noticed 
some cases of this disease, which were cured by the internal use of 
arsenic. Mr. Salter, a scientific surgeon of roole, having found 
the pui^tive plan of treatment recommended by Dr. Hamilton 
ineffectual, has been induced to m\e the arsenical liquor of the 
London Pharmacopoeia a trial, in four cases, which successively 
occurred in his practice, this remedy succeeded. As all the cases 
are similar, we snail £|;ive the first. — Elizabeth Hardyman, seventeen 
years of age, with a dark complexion, dark eyes and hair, had been 
affected with St. Vitus*? Dance for three months; the musclei$ of the 
arms were mostly affected with the irregular and iiUoIuntnry 
motion ; but those of the trunk and lower extremities were consi- 
derably under the influence of the disease; indeed, the whole body 
was thrown into the most grotesque attitudes. The bowels consti- 
pated — she complained of head-ache, the pain chiefly in the forehead 
— her nights were very much disturbed by frightful dreams, and by 
spasms — her appetite good — pulse eighty. 

After giving her four purgative doses of scam mony and calomel, 
the complaint appeared to be worse; the jactitations beings stronger, 
and at all times more evident. On the $th of May, ^r. Salter 
commenced the exhibition of the arsenical liquor, in the dose of 
four drops, three times a day. On the 7th of May the involuntary 
motions of the muscles wer^ less violent, her bowek regular, and 
VOL, IV. 3 a 
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<he stools natiiful. Mr. Salte^r ciir^edtheaose td be iiirj'eilsed one 
drop ibily. May 17lh, the patient wa« nearly well; fourteen drops 
of the «n»enical lK|uor were then taken three times a day ; sh^ iras 
directed 'to persevere ill its use Without increasing the dose. On 
the oA of June there were scarcely any remains of the* disuse; 
she was perFectly still, even whilst conversin<>« wRich hefelolbra 
had never failed for the tiitle to produce slight an^j^fsvation of Ihe 
symptoms. She had panned ipnce her usual period of 'mensti^ation * 
and within the last four ^t five days had hcen troubled with nslioit; 
frequent and dry eeMJ?h, the .tongue furred" and white, tim appetite 
not so good; pulse ^KK). lS'otwithstanding"t4iese sjnijitoiiM, her 
appearance was greatly improved, since she Inui beM'ta^Hif tlie 
arsenical, liqiHkr; and she was considerably iiitfeased^iin: flesh, so 
that the l>cnofictal et&cts of the medicine were stribirtgly ajvparent 
in removing the dii^^*»K<^9 nnd^in improvmg' the general healths 
Mr.Salters object in preKcribing the medicine haviDg been obtailiecH 
he discontinued it for the following. ^^ Take of ttie • compound 
mixture of iroiv of the Jjondon Pharmacopccia, \\ ounoe^ U> be taken 
twiceaday% Take of the aloetic )>fll with myrrh, eight* grains: 
extract of white poppies, five grains; mix, and divide iuto threo 
pills, to be taken every night and morning. On the 10th of Jun^ 
the patient was in every respect much better, Ihe medicines had 
operated freely, upon the l>owels; the mixture having taiadc her 
sick, Nfr. Saijier ordered her X6 take twelve grains of the aloetic 

f^ill with myrrh, with a tea«>eupful of chamomile flower tea. On the 
8th of July, being in every respect weil^ Mr. Salter discontinued 
his attendance. i 

ASTHMA. — Dr. Uwins, in his Monthly Report of Diseases for 
October last, slates, that in *' one of Hie most dbstioate cases of con- 
vulsive asthma he ever witnessed," he found the stramonium to sub- 
due the paroxysui speedily, after the ordinary routine of remedies 
had failed, lie was induced to give this medicine atrial, in cpnse- 
quence of the high terms in which Mr. Kirby S|)eaks of its antispas. 
modic pro|ie)ties in his •* Cases of Surgery.** This favourable 
reportof the etl'ectsof stramonium on asthma, has ind need Dr* Wdrd, 
«n eminent practitioner of Maidenhead, to address a letter to the 
Editor of a Monthly Publication, of which the following is -an e?r- 
tract: — " On a perusal of the Medical Report, in your Ma^a*We for 
the present month, I found the particulars of soii>e'crtrie^^'*srttHia, 
which, after resisting the usual routine of medicines, hM-yhfMM to 
a preparation of stramonium. Dr. Uwins states his* sfftfetftliin to 
have been drawn to this remedy, from a perusal of a Volume df 
" Cases of Surgery,'* lately published by Mr. Kirly, which is ceii^ 
tainly a work entitled to praise. I am much gratified to see the 
subject has created some interest in the mind of a gentleman df 
sucn acknowledged abilities as Dr. Uwins*s, from whoni it will meet 
tWith that consideration to vvhich it is undoubtedly entitled. 

^ ** In common justice tomystlf, I must here state, thai the practice 
■of giving stramonium in asthma Ts not liew. Previous io the puh- 
Hl^tron of Mr. Kirby*s work, I sent a paper to the Editors of the 
Medical and Physical Journal, on the internal use of stramonium. 
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\rhich» on account of the prevntence of pulmonic nOections, I en- 
treale«i they would publisi) immediately. With tliis request they 
complied, but were obliged to curtail my comii\unica(iou for want 
of room ; and hence, probably, (from the brevity of the paper) Arcsp 
the reamin that less attention has been paid to it than the nature of 
' the subject deserves. 

**' Y\\e datura stramonium wz^ tried on a large scale, both in public 
nnd private practice, with the greatest benefit, not only in asthma, 
Initin mrnqy catarrh:^! and pulmonic affections; and, in my opinion, 
needs but tp be more known, to be almost universally approved. 
In the communication above a'luded to, I said, * in many cases, it 
has, I think, succeeded, bettei* than the squill ;' and from tlie strict 
letter of this, I have not found the least necessity to retract." 

The great incentive wTiich has induced the doctor to make this 

Gommunicattonv he expressly states, is to make the internal use of 

fftramonium as generally known a$ possible, both for the information 

of those members of the feculty whp have not had ai] opportunity 

*pf witnessing its effects, and al§o for tlie relief of suffering hunianity. 

In ca3e9 of ^uper-rrritatiye asthma arid puhnonary consumption, no 
fnedicine has succeeded so well in our practice, as the oxymel of 
Btrampnium^ In asthma, indeed, of every species, it has uniforinly 
afforded essential rel)ef^ and in pulmonary consumption, if the 
iungs Ijave not Susti^inect considerable striptural disease, this is 
' the remedy on which dependence cai^ be principafty placed. We 
'l^y principally^ because, in such a formidable disease, no practitioner 
would trust SQlety tp an internal remedy. This oxymel powerfully 
allqy^ irritation in the lungs, and the vinegar which it contains also 
quiets the stomach, and promotes digestioi). The practitioner ac- 
quainted with the nature pf the disease, which t'ikee place in the 
substance pf the lungs, in pulmonary consumption^ will call intp 
his aid otlfjer remedief. I^e will prevent an afflux of nervous fluid 
tp the lungs» by ej^cjting the energy of the nerves of the skin, by 
irritants; a9 the euphprbium plaister, or blistering plaister; aiid 
when the niorbid irritability of the lungs is considerably reduced, lie 
Ayill endpavpur tp increase the; action of the absorbent vessels, with 
the Tiew to eftect tlje mutation of the diseased part; apd, for tliis 
' purpose, nierpunr is perhaps the best remedy. When the irritabi- 
lity pf the liings has nubsided, oxygen gas may also b^ inhaled with 
great advantage. This gas, after the inflammatory action. of the 
lungs was $ubdued by the carburettecl hydrogen gas, we know, has 
been administered under the c^re of l^r: Payne of Bond-street, with 
' success.— Some medical men, of delicate feelings, have objected to 
the pxymcl pf strampniii^n, because it is a nostrum. We see i)o 
reason why it should be so deemed. It is nqt a secret preparation ; 
• and, surely, as much an officinal article as the extract, the powder, 
or any other preparatfon of the herb. It is assuredly the best for affec- 
tions of the lungs, the vinegar preventing that disorder of the 
stomach and head, which too frequently follows the use of the tinc- 
ture, the extract, or the powder. 

SCIRRHUS.— ^In some of our early numbers, we have ripticed 
the beneficial effects of ^.he internal use of the carbonate of goaa, and 
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blue pili, and the topical application of a piece of the prepared skio 
of a hare. The benefit of this treatment we have lately witnessed* 
The patient^ Mrs. L. of Kingston, aged about 48, solicited our 
opinio^ of a scirrhous enlargement of the gland of her right breast. 
She told us, that a siirgeon, who had examined it^ had urged imme- 
diate extirpation. We ordered her to take two scruples of the car- 
bonate of soda twice a-day, dissolved in a quarter of a pint of water; 
four grains of the blue pill, with five of the extract of hemlock, 
every other night, and to keep the afiected breast constantly covered 
with a piece of a prepared hare skin^ with the hairy part next to 
the breast In the <)ourse of a week, the tumour ceased to be pain- 
ful ; and, on examining it three weeks afterwards, it was evidently 
diminished nearly one-half. She persisted in the use of the feme^ 
dies two months longer, when the gland was reduced to its natural 
size. The carbonate of soda and blue pill, bad the eflfect of keep* 
in^ the bowels open. No alteration was made in her mode of 
livmg,' which was abstemious. From the effects of a constant ap- 
plication of the dried skin of la hare, in cases of tumours and rheuma- 
tism, we ar^ inclined to attribute its effects to an electrical or ^Ivanic 
influence on the absorbent vessels of the parts. On rubbing the 
. hairy surface with the hand, in the dark, small electric sparks are 
visible, apd a peculiar crackling noise is evident It is by this 

EoWer that we are disposed to attribute the beneficial efiects of the 
are skin, in cases of scirrhus. For our first knowledge of this ap- 
plication, %ye are indebted to Thonias Cam^ Esq. consulting sur- 
geon to the Hereford Infirmary, a practitioner of superior skill and 
judgment With Mr. Ramsdeti, late surgeon of Saint Bartholomew's 
Hospital, it was also a favourite remedy in cases of schirrous affec- 
tions of the mammary gland. ?. 

In the fourteenth volume of the French Journal of Medical Sciences, 
(lately published) Dr. Lasserre, of Domme, ha^ related some cases 
of scirrhous tumours, which he succeeded in dispersing, by applying 
leeches to the part; a discutient plaister; an is^ue in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and by keeping the patient constantly iinder the sensation 
of keen hunger.' 

AIR-PUMP VAPOUR BATH.— From the pen of Mr. La 
Beaume, to whose scientific researches into the nature of the gal- 
vanic fluid, and its operation on the animal machitie, under a variety 
of diseases of debility, the public i? ii^rie^tly indebted ; we have re- 
ceived a copy pf a second edition off' Observations on the Properties 
of the Air-Pump Vapour Bath, in the Cure of Gout, Rheumatism, 
and Palsy.*' In the Biographical Sketch of Dr. My^rs, which ap- 
pears in our present number, we have noticed the good effects the 
topical application of warm vapour to the gouty inflammation, pro- 
duded on himself. The almost instai^tanepus alleviation of pain, 
and termination of the paroxysm, \sr6 atiribut6 to the soothing and 
invigorating operation of the warm vapour oh the irritated nerves, 
enabling natui^ to accomplish her object. Hence, its use is followed 
by an improvement of the general health, and ah increased strength 
of the extremiti( s. In rheumatism, its beneficial operation is often 
equally ppecdy and effcetual. Of its efl'ects on paralytic limbs. 
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we cannot speak from experience. In local pahy^ it is doubtloM a 
very plausible remedy ; but in palsy, the sequel pf apoplexy, the use 
of such a reme<ly is contra-indicated by tli^ nature of tiie exciting 
cause. For this species of palsy, which is the most common, it 19 
not recommended by Mr. La Beaume, — indeed we must do Mr. La 
Beaame the justice to say, that neitt^er in this remedy, npr in gal- 
vanism, does he trust to its tppioal effects. Like a skilful phy- 
sician, whose anxioua wish is to cure his patients, he takes intp 
consideration the state of the general health and the peculiarities of 
the constitutions of his patients ; and it is in such hands only^ tliat 
suoh powerful topical remedies can be employed with sarety and 
effect. Mr. La Beaume^s work is written bptb for medical and nnn? 
medical readers. The numerous facts which he adduces in favour 
of the air-pump vapour bath, render the work highly interesting tq 
the members of the profession ; and tp tho^e who are subject to the 
diseases, for the cqre of whtch the application iq applicable, wq 
recommend a serious perusal qf it. 

HAIRY TUMOUR.— In the last nnnnber of the Americaii 
' Medical Repository, a case of tumour, of the size of a pigeon's egg, 
appears, which was extirpated by Dr. (lenk^l, from about half an 
inch above the riffht eye-brow. On dividing the cyst, he found it (q 
contain nothiqg but hair. About twelve years ago we removed a 
tumour from the upper lid of the right eye of a gentleman of Lin- 
coln, (Mr. Miinrjs, a solicitor.) of about the size of a small bean, 
which was filled with hair, Tnis tumour we opened in the presedce 
of the gentlen^an and his father, Df . Marris, late of Winterton in 
Lincolnshire.— Tumours of this kind, inth^ neighbourhood of the 
eve-brow, are by no Qieiiii^ so r^re as the £|ditors of the Medical 
Repository suppose tlf^m to be. 

HYDROPHOBIA.— Dr. Mease, of New-York, has published 
some observation^ and reflections on this disease, the object of 
which is to prove the total inefficactf of the preventive treatment of 
an application of caustic to the bitten part. After the mass of evi- 
dence which is on record on this point, it is astonishing to us that 
Surgeons of the present day should torture their patients with caus- 
tic, unde;r the idea of rendering the virus inert. Afr. Gilman, of this 
metropolis, in a prize essay on hydrophobia, has given a scientific 
explanation of the cause of the farlure of thq most powerful caustic 
to the wound. When 1^ caustic is applied, a soponaceous com- 
pound is formed, by the union of the caustic and flesh ; but we are 
not on that account to suppose that the virus is decomposed or ren- 
dered inert. It is true the absorbents of the wounded part are 
destroyed, but the canine virus may extend with the caustic, and is 
more Jik^y to be tak^n up by the irritated absorbents of the ulce- 
rated sur&oe with which the eschar continues in contact, till nature 
has thrown it off. Mr. G. narrates several recent cases, in which 
the most potent caustics were "applied to the bitten parts in a 
severe manner, immediately after tne wound was inflicted, without 
preventing ln^drophobii|.' These cases alone, one would suppose, 
would be sufficient to satisfy any practitioner^ that the treatment, 
is cruelly torturing the patient without a prospect of benefit. 



-^1 



366 The GazetUof He^iih. [cupping. 

The only cflfbctual Ineans of prevention is the complete excision of 
the wounded part, with as little delay ad possible. 

CUPPING, &c.i— Mr,. Machell, an ingenious surgeon of Lon- 
don, has lateJy invented an instrument to facilitate the operation of 
puppiufi^, and to unload the breasts of milk, &c., which has met with 
the approbation of several eminent Qurgeqqs.-^rOf this apparatus the 
^llowjng is a.representation. 





^f The body of the apparatus, A^ is of qti oval fprro, having two 
prifices on the top, b and c. Into b is screwed an exhausting ^yriiige 
pr pump> and into c a screw-plug, fo|r th^ purpf^se of qpening and 
plosing that orifice, 

^^ At one end of tlie |)Qdy of the'^ppuratus is fitted a «top-cock, K9 
to which is attached the flexible pipe, F ; at the extremity pf ,whicl), 
tlie different apparatus for cupping or drawing milk, as. hereafter 
f]escri()ed, is to be affixed, .. , 

*' In order to perforin fbe operation of dry-cupping, theglas^t H, 
18 to be screiyed tQ the end oflne flexible pipe, F; fuadau e;ihau^ion 
roust be made in the body of the instruineut, by making about thirty 
•strokes of the pump, and by applying the luouib.pf the gl^ss, H^ to 
thai part of the body of the patient to bQ operated upon ;, aiid),,]l?y 
turning the stop-cock more or less, the ^k^n will be raised as much 
as is re^uircd^ and the glass may be ipstanUneously rempved, by 
unscrewing the ping, C, and letting in the ^ff. 

^^ For the purpose of cupping, scarify ipg^ apd abstracting blood, at 
one operation, connected with the extremity of the (lexlble tube 
passing from the exhausting- box, is a glass or metal bell, rese(iiV|\<(i£r» 
.m ^reat measure, the common syriqge cupping glass^into ivhicn is 
adjusted a simple piece of mechanism, wl)ereby ft plate, on, which is 
fixed the lancet-points, after puncturing the elevated integuments, 
is disen^ased from a catch, by pressure of the soft parts rising into 
the partially-exhausted vessel, on the button.gf^ delicate spring, by 
the previous adjustment of which, the extent of thp punctures or 
incisions may be very accurately regulated. 

'^ The lancet bell, after exhausting, by about forty strokes of |be 
piston, the body of the apparatus is applied to the^ part from which 
it is intended to draw blood; and, by turning tiie^top-cock in., the 
connecting tube, communication is made betivixt ihetwo vessjels; 
the integuments rise into the bell, press against, aqci are wpunJ^d 
by, the lancets or prickers, disengaged at an accurately-determi ned 
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momehtj and the blood is drnwn from the? orifices iiito the exhatiMod 
receiver. A cock in the exhtiUKtiiig«box, by admittiiig at any tiihtt 
the excluded atmosphere, removes the prcsKui-d| aiid liberates the 
apparatus. 

" The transparent crjrgtal, iVhich is let irild the side of the ex- 
hausting-box, admits of a ^leitr view of the blood, or other Huid| 
flowins^ into the instnirac^it. liy th<^ side of the crystal, and upon 
the exhausling-box, is a scale; tnc division of whi<ih bc^iuK at linlf-> 
an-ounce, and, in the ordinarj'^sized app«initus, is continued to the 
degree of a pint and a-half; the precise quantitj^ of blood can thereby 
be measured with much accuracy. 

^^ The important advantages gained in the use of this a}}paratus^-^ 
of facility, precision, Hnnpliclty, neatness, — are incalculably f^^V*' 
passed by the power of its application to any part whatever of the 
surface, under any circumstances indicating its propriety, and by any 
person untrained to the manual dexteritjr of a.profiissed cupper; and 
oven without inspection of the part to which it is applied, — a cir- 
cumstance frequently of much importance in femnle ptJtieiifir'/ Thb 
bone, or its periosteum^ covered only by extenuated intendment, 
can never be injured: the skin and itd vessels simply are divided, 
and that to any nicely^dctermined object^ and into any desired point. 
There is no alarming preparation, no harrassing change of apparatus, 
no exposure. Cleanliness, decency, and the quiet and mental tran- 



quillity of the patient, are in no way infringed upon. 

^' The delicate covering Of the hydrocephalic infantas cranium may 
be depleted without danger, M'ithout alarm, without trouble or delayC 



^^ In drawing the breasts, about four strokes of the pump will ifi 
general be found sufficient; and the nipple-glass, I, l>ei ng screwed 
upon the end of the flexible pipe, the mouth of the glass must he 
applied to the breast ; when the suction may be regulated accordin*^ 
to the feelings of the party using the apparatus, by merely turniui*; 
the handle of the stop-cock more or less ; and, in order to remove 
the glass from the breast without difficulty, it is only necessary to 
unscrew the.plug^ when it will becomfi detached. . 

^^ The annoying, and often in their consequences seriously in- 
jurious, difliculties of abstracting milk from the imperfectly- developed 
nipple of young mothers, are too familiar to the practitioner iuihp 
department of midwifery, to need, in this place, more than pimple 
mention. The inadequate and clumsy contrivance hitherto em- 
ployed, gives place to the convenience, the precision, and the su/* 
ticieucy, of this almost self-acting apparatus. 

^' The delicate or exhausted female has but to apply the nipple- 
glass, without being disturbed even from a recumbent position, and 
regulate, siuiply by turning the stop-coek, the draught on her breast 
to the extent which her own feelings dictate as sufficient. 'J*ltc 
breast which, from ulcerated or excoriated nipple^ cannot be 
emptied of its fluid by suction of the infant, but with almost insul- 
fenible agony to the mother, can, by this contrivance, be drawn 
without pain, and without the perpetual renewed irritation to the 
ulcerated part, which is the exclusive impediment to the process of 
heftlijig. ::..:... _ . 
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^^ By the adoption of a plafss receiver to the neck of the iiipple*ca|s 
and which is detached or affixed hy a Rcrew-neck, the mitk is received 
uocontaraiDated, and appropriabie to the nutrition of the infiuiU 

'* Great Russell Sireetj St. James's; Nov. 20, 1819." 

EPILEPSY. — A London ph^fsician desires us to i^tate that he has 
succeeded in curing; two epileptic patients, by the following treatment, 
which he was led to adopt in consequence of reading Mr. Mansfbrd's 
Fcientific Treatise on Epilepsy, and our remarks on it. After i^mp- 
tying the bowels by the basilic powder, he ordered a pill composed 
of two grains of genuine Cayenne pepper, and conserve of hips, to 
be taken twice a day (about two houcs before, and four hours afler, 
dinner. TItetourse of the spine to be rubbed every morning and 
evening with the following liniment : 

Take of pure water of ammonia, half an ounce ; 
Olive oil, one ounce; 
Oil of turpentine, three drachms.— Mix. 

Cold water was applied to the head every morning by means of a 
gardener's watering pot, and the feet were kept warm by the use of 
soft thick flannel socks. The patients adopted the use of the herb 
lea recommended in a fbrmer number for breakfast, avoided fer- 
mented liquors at dinner, and took for supper gruel. 1'his mode 
of treatment, the doctor is of opinion, answers (he same purpose as 
the galvanic operation recommended by Mr. Mansford; viz. of 
unloading the brain of nervous fluid hy increasing the conducting 
powers of the spinal marrow, &c , and producing a determination 
of nervous fluid to the bowels and extremities. The application of 
cold water to the head, allays the morbid excitement of the brain, 
which in cases of epilepsy is of great importance. The galvanic 
apparatus recommended by ft^r. Alansford, he found very difficult 



to manage. 



U RAVEL — A gentleman of Liverpool desires us to insert in the 
present number, the following receipt for gravel, from which he 
savs he has derived more benefit than from any other remedy. He 
adds, that he is of a gouty habit, and that the lemon acid recom* 
mended to him by a chemical physician in London, evidently in- 
creased the malady, and disturbed his general health. 

Take of the Essential Oil of Spruce, one scruple; 

Spirk of Nitric Ether, one ounce ; 

Mix. — A tea-spoonful to be taken two or three times a day, in a 
tea-cupful of tne decoction of marshmallow root. 

CANCER.— Mr. Carmichael, of Dublin, continues to employ the 
phosphate and oxyphosphate of iron, externally and internally, in 
cases of open cancer, and spreading ill-tonditioned ulcers, with the 
same fortunate results which he has noticed in the Essay on Cancer. 
At St. George's Hospital, the oxyphosphate of iron is a favoorite 
external application for indolent and cancerous ulcers. To the next 
edition of his Essay, we understand, Mr Carroichael intends to add 
many cases of cancer of the breast, and of the disease termed noli me 
tangerey in which the ferrugioous remedies completely succeeded. • 
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THE HUMANE SOCIETY.— We are happj to find that tho 
remarks which appeared in a late number of our work on the uti- 
lity or inutility of this charity, has induced some of the governors 
to investigate the concerns of the Institution. The facts that have 
alre?idy transpired, have suspended its r/M/ operations, and threat- 
en its total extinction. Their Royal Ilignesses the Dukes of 
Kent and Sussex, have been so disgusted with certain proceedings, 
that Ihey have withdrawn their patronage, in a manner that was 
not very pleasing to the treasurers, and IVIr. Pettigrew has resigned 
the office of secretary. Should tlie society die, the country at large 
will have little reason to go into deep mourning. From this source, 
neither the public nor medicine has, in our opinon, derived any 
benefit. The rules which they industriously circulated throughout 
the Gounfrv to))e adopted in cases of suspenaed animntion,were very 
unscientific, and more likely to extinguish the ** vital spark" than 
to give it activity. Ky inflating the intestines with the vapour o(* 
tobacco, and rubbing (he body with ether, a practice much recom- 
mended by this humane body, the life of a man in health mny bo 
suspended ; What then must be its effects when the vital functions 
are at a stand ? These directions, which were so artfully puffed off 
by sone desic^ning men, have, no doubt, done much miscnief. As 
to the rewards they hold out, to encourage medical men and others 
to render prompt assistance, and to persevere in the mode of treatment 
they recommend; is it to be supposed that any person ev^ gave 
them a thought on seeing a fellow-creature in a state that required 
roropt assistance ?— Englishmen in such cases require no stimu- 
us to induce them to do their duty. The intrinsic value of the 
medallion, on which so many poetical lines have been published, 
the late treasoref represented to be worth five guineas — -the value of 
* tlie silver is twenty shillings, and being cast in a mould, the work- 
manship could not exceed half that sum; so, if it be charged to 
the society at the rate of five guineas, to whom does this im- 
nicnse profit go? 

Useless as this society has been, one would really suppose, fi*oni 
the puffing paragraphs of it which so pften appear in the daily pnper*^, 
that it is the most important charity in the Country ; every para-* 
graph, we are told, brought grist to the mill ; and from the charit- 
able disposition of the opulent in this country, there is no doUbt of 
their urgent appeals to their humanity having^roved productive. 
For this charity, which above all others has been denominated the 
** human^j^ even charity sermons have been preached annuallv 
fhrougholit the country; and the clergy seemed to have vied with 
each other'in their efforts to increase its funds. 

GROANING, (JRYIl^G, &c.— A French surgeon has pub- 
lished a^ long dissertation on the beneficial influence of groaning 
and crying on the nervous system. He contends that groaning 
and crying are the two grand operations bv which nature allays an- 
guish ; and that he has uniformly observed that those patients who 
give way to their natural feelings, more speedrly recover from acci- 
dents and operations, than those who, suppose that it is un- 
worthy a man to betray such symptoms of cowardice as either to 
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gronn or to rry. Tfc !» always plcifsod by the crying and violent 
roaring of a patient during the time he is undergoing a severe sur- 
gical operation, because be is satisfied that he will thereby so 
sooth his nervous system as to prevent fever and ensure alavdur- 
able termination. fVom the benefit hysterical and other nervous 
patients derive from crying or groaningi he supposes that '* by 
these processes of nature,*^ the superabundant nervous power 
is exhausted, and that the nervous system is in consequence ren- 
dered calm, and even the circulation of the blood greatly diminished. 
He relatesa case of a n>an who by means of cry ingandbawlirig,feduced 
his pulse from ISO to 60, in tlhe course of two hours. That some 
patients often have a great satisfaction in groaning, and that hys- 
terical patients often experience great relief froni crying, are facts 
which no person will deny. As to restless hypocb<mariacal sub- 
jects, or those who are liever happy but when they are under some 
course of medical or dietetic treatment, the French surgeon assures 
them that tliey cannot do better than groan all night and cry all 
day. By following this rule, and observing an . abstemious diet, a 
person will effectually escape disease, and may prolong life to an 
incredible extent. 

TAPE WOHM.— We have received from surgeons In'Bristol, 
Birmingham, Cliepstow, and Liverpool, very fkvourable reports of 
the beneficial effects of the oil of turpentine in speedily expelling 
this animal from the human body. — For this disease the oil of tur- 
pentine maybe considered a specific. 

SUICIDE, &c.-*Suiigeon Caton, who for many years has been 
roost laudably engaged in difiiising a knowledge of a certain class 
' of disease, with the view of putting the unthinking victims, and 
particularly youth, on their guard against the specioufi promises of 
a set of mercenary and unprincipled preteaiders^ has lately pub- 
lished a treatise on nervous complaints and the crmie of suicide. 

On tracing the characters of the uhfortuiiate individuals \vho 
have terminated their existence by self-destruction, the author 
observes, ^^ It will be found they possessed many remarkable traits 
of individuality, combined with peculiarity of sentiment, strength of 
genius, vigour of application, brilliant' orfginality, and every re- 

J|uiaite necessary for a character of heroic greatness. In (act, it is 
ron the splendid, luxuriant materials of tliis amalgamation, when 
foalered by a refined education, thait induces me to believe that in 
them reside the fixst elements of that contrariety of character, with 
vhich human nature so luxuriantly .abounds; and if fortunately 
bent, produce the moralist, the statesman, the poet, and the warrior. 
On the- other hand, if (he turbulent tide of life flows Joud with 
ieculent matter, it gives a sombre cast to all the incidents of life, 
' renders every accidental result an object of serious disquietude, and 
destroys the confidence of future hope with a predilection of its 
futility. What is ardently desired at one moment excites disgust 
at the next, opposing with the proudest disdain whatever boon is 
granted; and thus the imagination is in perpetual pursuit of new 
ohj^ects, without fixing it upon any, reverting to the periods of the 
pasty or anticfpattog the \wn% of the future, Ule is absorbed in 
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an impatience, better felt than described. From this contrariety cf 
character, and its opposite results, 1 would virtually infer, that in 
the order of the universe, suicide is preconceived but not pre- 
ordained; and this doctrine I maintain without any infraction of 
moral or natural law, arminjg^ and shelterinf^ that doctrine under the 
jurisdiction of that principle of moral hgfinoj which liberalljr and ' 
correctly recognises man^ the slave of contingencies, the child of 
accident. Even Mifton admits of soinething like fatality in bis 
Puradiae Ldst:^- • 

Whose, fault! 
Whose but his own ! Ingrate, h^ bad of me 
All he coiilcl ha^e; I made him just and right, 
' Siiffi^sleot tgr hi^vG stood, though free to fa)l. 

Book hi. 

*< There mean tbut iktalily thai is purely physical, and jei predes- 
tined fttallty 16 ^poke^ of as* if it was a mere i)on-entity, a flash 
without a bolt; put tfiose who regard with attention the varied 
events that chequer human actions, and bare the liberality to 
confess they caAnot penetrate thrpngh the clouds of time, foreluiow 
tbe hour when des^th on his pale horse shall come, or Jbresee here- 
after; must acknowledge that i^t some period thej ilave felt its 
energy, and admitted, while yet its ^lowine inflticncc was upon 
them, its governing and invincible action. Take, fi)r instance, the 
Jews, a people celebrated in all ages and all countries, a people 
whose intercourse is extended over every civUi^ state, m met 
celebrated for sing^ularity of character, habit and sentiment,, they 
at once form a striking and extended example of the eliect of that 
secret influence we term fatalism. Deeply impressed with the idea that 
it is decreed, that the productions of the soil and labour of one gene- 
ration shall be destroyed by the succeeding one, their feelings be« 
come subservient to. it ; and hence, in all their femily concerns, these 

Kredestlned^ exiled^ expatriated people are extremely solicitous, as 
ir as human foresight can ^o^ to weaken and oppose the realization 
of this fixed and dreaded fetality by ever^ means in their power; but 
which, in derision of every enort, continues its turbulent course. 
Here we see the mind not acting as- a mere cerebral secretiotfy but as 
ti sentient, reflecting principle, governing by immutable laws the 
action of the individual. In feet, every man is born with a certain 
constitution of body and mindi says PHestley, independent of his 
own choice. The circumstances in which he i^ born, with respect 
to country, parents, education, and advantages or disadvantages of 
all kinds, are likewise alto^ther independent of bin^self. It ts no 
matter wllen you say that his first volition takes place, for you must 
admit it is an uncertain, definite circumstance independent o^ 
himself. His determinations, therefore, being by the hypothesis 
certain or definite in these circumstances, whatever it be, it brings 
him into other but definite circumstances, whether foreseen' or 
unforeseen by himself depends upon his judgment or sagacity. In 
these new circumstances ne makes another definite choice or deter* 
mination^ conc^nrng^ the new objects that are now before bim; and 
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tnifl new determination brings him into other new circuraetaDcee : 
and thus his whole WTe passes in a constant Buccession of circum- 
stances and determinations, all inseparably collected till you come 
to the last determination of all, immediately preceding the extinction 
of all his power by death, Plato sayn, the Being who presides over 
the whole, has disposed and complicated all things for the ki^piness 
of the whole, every part of which, according to the extent of ita 
influence, does, and sutTers what is fit and proper. One of these 
parts is yours, O unhappy mai)^ which, tbou^^h in itself most 
inconsiderable and minute, yet being connected with the uniTerse, 
ever seeks to co>opcrate with that Huprema order. .Yon, in the 
mean lime, are ignorant of the very end for which 4II particular 
natures are brought into existence, that the all -comprehending 
nature of the whole may be perfect and happy; existing aa it does, not 
^r your sake, but the cauacand reason of y 
in the symmetry of every aflificial work, i 
with the g;encral design of the artist, an 
whole of which it is a parL Your complai 
and groundless against the wisdom of Di 
according to the various energy of creatioi 
of nature, tbtre is a constant provision of 1 
same time for you and fi>r tne whole, I 
gence, clearly beholding all the actions of a 
creatures, and that mixture of good and e 
eidcrcd ^rsl of $ill by what dispositiop of tl 
lion of each individual in the general system 

und subdued, and virtue made secure of vu i 

the greatest facility and in the highest d 
iitanucr he ordered, through the entire cirt 
constitution of every mind, where should I 
vcrsal fabric, and through what variety of 

proceed in the whole tenor of ita existent , 

t>(ate of retribution, ^^ "^M f(>r thos« who, 
dispositions, b^ng harmonized and assii 

virtue, are consequently leinoved Ip a place of unblemished sanctity 
and happiness; as of those who, by their ^agitious arts, have riseu 
from contemptible beginnings to the greatest affluence and power, 
and whom you therefore look upon as unensyerable instances of 
negligence in the all-wise disposer of e\ents, because you are 
ignorant of the purposes to which they are subserviept, and in what 
manner they contribute to that supren^e iu^entioq of good to the 
whole," 

The author's remarks on hypochondriacal, hj'stcrical, and othe^ 
nervous complaints, arc creditable to his head and heart. 

TEA. — Mr. James Millar, of Grove Cottage, Lisson Green, has 
lately addiessed tiie foliowing letter to Mr. Tillocli, on the ^olourr 
ins matter of a manufactured Chiaa tea. 

SiH,~rhe regular establish nicnts for the mspufactory of imita- 
tiou tearleaves arrested not long ^o the! attention of the public; 
anil the parties by wb^m these manufactories were conducted, tQ- 
gctlier with numerous veuders of thp factitious tw, did not eetape 
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the hand of Justice, The fraud of manufacturing sloe and whiter 
thorn leaves into au imitation of tea, which has been drunk by the 
public as the genuine beverage of tea, is comp^irativcly harmless, 
when compfired with the fraud lately detecteci of ntanufacturingreat 
genuine unsaleable teardugt into tea, by me&ns of a process which 
renders the article absolutely deleterious to health. In proof of this 
statement,, you will have the goodness to lay before the public, 
through the roediuip of your Magazine, the following facts. 

** A poor woman havii\g purchased an ounce of green tea, was 
struck by th^ lively blue colour which the beverage made of it as-i 
sumed, on pqurii^ into it a tea-spoonful of spirit of hartshorn. 
This persoQ (a char-woman) being in the habit of frequently par-* 
taking of t^a iq other houses where she went to work, and being 
constantly, iq the habit of adding a tea-spoonful of hartshorn to the 
tea-beven^ge, without having observed tliat singular appearance 
V^tiich her own tea«leavea pro<luced, made a complaint to the grocer 
from whose shop the tea waa purchased, Thi9 person, unconscious 
of any deleterious admixture^ having paid a fair price for his com<«. 
nioilityi took a sample of the suspected tea-leaves to Mr. Accum 
the chemist, who analysed it, and pronounced it to contain copper. 
So unej^pected a result induced the vender gf the poisonous tea-.' 
leaves, whose whole support depended on the rectitude oT a fair 
tradesman, to innuire into the fraud committed upon him. He con- 
sulted some of nis friends who received their tea from the same 
auarter, and it became evident that the deceptions practised in thia 
iabolical braqch of conimerce were greater than was by him ex*, 
pected, The poisquQus tea had all the appeacance of the leaves of 
genuine Hysqn ; but it was noticed by the chemist who examined 
the suspected samples, that a portion of the leaves when infused in 
boiling ^aler became speedily resolved into a fine powder, and that 
part of this alone remained in an entire state, so as to make it pos- 
sible to recognise the vegetable structure; and this led tolhe opiniopj 
that the inanufacturer of the poisonous commodity had employed 
the dupt of the leaves of Hyson tea, [the sale of which forms a re« 
gular business with many tea brokers], and moulded it, probably by 
means of a small quantity of mucilage, into a compound possessing 
in every res|.fct the external characters of genuine ilyson tea. This 
fraud may therefore be detected by merely throwing the sophisti- 
cated tea-leaves into warm water, which instantly causes them to 
fall into a fine powder, whiph speedily settles to the bottom of the 
vessel. The infusion, when mingled with liquid ammonia, allbrds a 
bright blueish ereen colour, indicating the presence of copper. But 
the presence ot this metal may be more strikingly renderea obvious, 
by mixing two parts of the suspected tea-leaves with one of nitrate 
of potash (saltpetre), and throwing the mixture into a crucible kept 
red hot in a common fire. The whole of the vegetable matter of 
the tea will thus become destroyed, and the copper remain behind 
in combination with the alkali of the saltpetre. If water therefore 
be poured. into the crucible to dissolve the mnss, the presence of 
copper will be iucontrovertibly rendered obvious, by the admixture 
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of liquid ammonia, which imparts to the fluid a beautiful sapphire 
blue colour. — I am, with respect. Sir, your humble servant, 
•* Grove Cottage, Lisson Green, " JAMES MILLAR." 

*• ScpU -22, 1819.** 

•• P. S. — Mr. Accum, in his Report, remarks that the copper em- 
ployed for colouring tea is in the state of a carbonate, and not as 
verdigris, which he states totally inapplicable for its fraudulent pur- 
pose of giving a bloom to the tea-leaves. I. need not remind vour 
readers, that all preparations of copper are deadly poisons. — J. M,** 

Inconsequence of Mr. Accum's Report, we have sulyected dif- 
ferent sorts of Hyson tea to chemical examination, but hitherto 
without any result indicating the presence of copper. We shall, 
however, extend our examination to teas obtained from different 
venderSi^ and report the results in our next number. By the ad- 
dition of the sloe and white-thorn leaves to tea, the revenue may 
certainly be defrauded; but that the tea was, in 6ome respects,, 
rendered more wholesome by the addition, is a fkct no medical man. 
will deny. For our own part, we give a preference to the i'oTmer,^ 
because we know that the tea imported from China is poison-' 
ous, ami we agree with Dr. Jones, who attributes the frequency 
of indigestion, in tliis country, to the use of tea. ' Mr. Mil- 
lar*8 assertion, that *' preparations of copper are deadly poisons,**^ 
when taken to a certain extent, is true; but even to produce the slight- 
est nausea,' a person must take more of the **' carbonate** of copper 
than Mr. Accum could collect from a pound of tea. Carbonate of 
copper is a valuable tonic medicine; and, therefore, the smaH quan«- 
tity that the char-woman took, could not possibly disturb her sto- 
mach. We advise Mr. Accum to ascertain the quantity of prussic 
acid, an ounce of Hyson, or any other tea, contains, and how muchi 
of each sort a person in health may take with impunity. 

RTMER'S CARDIAC TINXTURE.— The account we have 
given of this " famous nostrum,** in our 42d Number, hat excited 
the indignation of the worthy proprietor, to such a degree, tliat no- 
thing less than prosecution of the writer '* of the scandalous libel/* 
will satisfy him. His professional character, he contends, has 
suffered by the exposition we have made; apd on this point the rays 
of the luminous mind of his counsel, who has pronounced the article 
a libel, are to be concentrated. As his attorneys have served us 
with the first process, we are in hopes that Mr. Bymer is in earnest. 
We are most desirous that this nostrum trade should be fairt^ 
brought before the public by a pro and con discussion, although it 
be by the gentlemen of robes and wigs^ instead of those of canes 
and Wigs, who are most competent to judge of its merits. 

In our animadversions on nostrums, we have studiously avoided 
personalities. Even in our biographical sketches of living Pbysiciaos, 
it is the state of medicine we are desirous to expose : for the private 
characters of many of the individuals, whose theories we have coa- 
demned, we have the hidiest respect Much mischief to our art, 
and to society at large, has been done by a too scrupulous regard 
for the reputation of the members of the jirofession. •• To err is 
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human," particularly applies to medicine, from the imperfect state 
of the art Tenderness towards mrsMken practitioners of education, 
and coohiess, is a duty. Where indeed is the practitioner who Iras 
not committed some error in judgment? But some have a most 
unfortunate habit of error, which has been often connected with 
that of neglect or hurry. Before this work was institute<I, through 
a dastardly dread of chastisement in some shape or another, medical 
impostors were allowed, as a late writer observes, ** to walk about 
with their heads erect, to the prejudice of the profession, and the 
great injury of society," It is very far from our wish to shorten 
the bounds of liberalttVy which should subsist among properly edu- 
cated members of thie profession; but we canOot discrover any reason 
why a man^s wi//tf/ errors, either arising from ignorance or culpable 
neglect, in matters of such vital importance, should not be exposed, 
and his conduct as fVeely censured, as that of any other delinquent. 
7^e public cannot be judges of the qualifications of medical men ; 
and hence the physician of pleasant manners, with a good share of 
what has been aptly termed ** insinuating or medical impudence," 
will succee<t in establishing an imposing character. In the 
profession of the kw, where the basis of procedure is fixed, 
ultimate success may be a fair criterion of merit ; but this is very 
far from being a test by which medical men can be judged. 'I'he 
same may be said of . a nostrum ; by dint of puffing advertise- 
ments, a medicine that possesses no merit whatever may be brought 
into notice. Many a brilliant fortune has been made by unprin- 
cipled men, by this system o^ imposture, at an expence ot what, to 
an honest man, would be far dearer than riches,*-- namely, the fair 
discharge of one*s duty, for the real benefit of the afflicted. 

It is the nefarious practice of designing men, anJ the injurious 
effects of their nostrums on the credulous public, we are desirious to 
expose: and to write coolly on a traffic which has been product.ve of 
such 
** But, 

roff^Tj^ of a professional man, and in itself 'd valuable medicine for the 
disorders for which it is recommended.* If the proprietor has had a 
medical education, he should have known that the diseases for the 
cure of which his nostrum is highly extolled 6y himself^ arise from 
opposite causes, and are attended with opposite states of the system. 
Indigestion, and its consequences, are the effects of increased ex- 
citement, and also of diminished excitement, of the stomach; and it* 
it be good for one kind, it mur»t be bad for the other. ]Many of tiie 
diseases for which it is recommended are symptoms of inflammation 
of the stoniach; now in this disease, the effects of spirit of wine, 
impregnated with an essential stimulating oil, and other stimulants, 
must be dreadful; and we repeat, that if the unfortunate patient should 
persist in its use, the consequences must be fatal. Now if Mr. 
Kymer has had a proper proft ssional education, he should have 
clearly pointed out the species of the diseases, to the cure of which 
it is adapted. He should have known, that in the hands of igno- 
rance it is capable of Hloing much serious mischief. Indeed, in a 



serious misery, a man must be totally dead to all sense of duty. 
t,** snys the learned Counsel, '' the cardiac tincture is the c/^.v- 
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cafee of a disordered stomach, the consequence of congestion of the 
blood-vessels of ihe brain» such a stimulus applied to the stomach, 
by increasing the impetus of blood to the braini would most likely 
produce fatal opoplfejcy i we Were therefore correct in stating that it 
might) under certain circumstances, produce sudden death. If the 
proprietor of the nostrum be professionally educated, the directions 
Which accompany the bottle are disgraceful to him; and the manner 
in which be speaks of hi^ nostrum, deafly points out his views. 

The principal object of this work is to expose nefarious practices, 
Smd to diffuse useful information, in doing whtch we have the public 
good only in view. In condemning Mr. Rymer^s nostrum, we are 
actuated by no interested motive, nor by any unfriendly feelings 
towards him. If we have committed an error, we should have glady 
corrected it on its being pointed out to us by Mr. Rymer, and to 
have made any reparation in our power Afr.Ilymer may be, as 
his agent says, *' a very good kind of man in his way;** but his 
iipstrum is certainly a bad kind of medicine in its way. We rejoice 
much in the prospect of an opportunity to justify our statement. 
We will prove that it is founded on facts; and, if exposure of 
such facts is a libeli then we shall cheerfully submit to the ver- 
dict, and save ourselves the trouble of exposing fraudulent prac- 
tices, the protection of wbich^ by law, must throw an odium on the 
country. 

We are told that Mr. Rymer intends to dwell chiefly on his clia- 
racter as a surgeon, and that he will declare, in that character, and 
not as a vender or |:roprietor of a medicine. As a " surgeon," we 
know nothing of his character. It is an old saying, that ** a good 
workman may be known by the quantity of chips.*' This is no cri- 
terion by which we can judge of the abilities of a surgeon ; for,'as the 
late Mr. John Hunter says, cutting and slashing is not creditable to 
the character of a surgeon. A man may be a member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, and yet not a surgeon. We sometime since 
fciw a patient with a fracture of the patella, two days after the" ac- 
cident, who was Ij'ing on his side,, with the knee bent. I'h is position 
of body and limb, the surgeon told us, he adopted to relax the muscks 
of the leg, and thereby to prevent inflammation. Thi^ man was a 
member of the College, and, by his neighbours, was considered a 
veiy able surgeon. Would any surgeon say, that such a man was 
entitled to the denomination of surgeon?' The only means Mr. 
Rymer has given us to form an opinion of his professional abilities 
as a surgeon, is bis dissertation on the properties of his medicine, 
which accompanies each bottle. A more foolmh production, or a 
more dangerous paper to put into the hands of patients ignorant of 
medicine, we seldom meet with. But, to speak «of its merits, as a 
test of the medical abilities of Mr. Rymer, and of the properties of 
his medicine, &c., we shall subpoena the Presidents of the Colleges 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and many other eminent practitionei-s, 
so that the trial will not be totally destitute of intere<Jt. The 
address of the Lord Chief Justice to the jury will be also highly 
interesting, 
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**♦ The Subscribers to the Monthly Gazhttb of Health are 
respectfully informed that the Proprietors have made an addition to the 
Work, for the purpose of inserting Advertisements of New Publications 
and Discoveries which the Editors deem \i*orthy of notice, widiout 
subjecting them to any additional expence. Each number will^ as here* 
tofore, consist of Two Sheets, exclusive of the Sheet devoted to Adver- 
tisements. — The paper is not only much larger than that on which the 
other . periodical publications are printed, but the work is morje closely 
printed, the pages being as long and wide as the paper will allow, to 
admit of its being bound ; so that it contains as much matter as the other 
periodical Medical Works which are sold at nearU/ three times the price. 



EGYPTIAN HALL, PICCADILLY, Nov. 26, 1819. 



MR. BULLOCK has the ho- 
nour of informing the Nobility, 
Gbntrt, and Public, that, en- 
couraged by the success of his 
late undertaking to sell in person 
iht various and Taloable contents 
of his MuMtuIn ef Natural Bis- 
torjf, and the Fine Arh, be has 
commenced tiie general business 
of an Auctions BR, and for that 
purpose fitted up the EorPTiAN 
Hall (late the London Museum), 
Piccadilly, io a style of great ele- 
gance* This extensive edifice now 
contains by ikr the largest and most 
convenient suite of Apartments for 
general Trade in the Metropolis, and 
presents a mart for either public or 

grivate sale on a scale which has not 
eretpfore existed. The premises con- 
tain upwards of sixteen hundred feet 
in length of wall, the whole of which 
is laid out and arranged for the dis- 



play of articles on sale in a manner 
the best suited for the mutual inte- 
rests of the buyer and seller. The 
great Apartment, lately occupied by 
the Museum, is fitted up ia a style of 
corresponding Architecture with the 
exterior of the building, and is pro- 
bably the finest Egyptian Chamber 
in existence; it is sixty feet in length, 
by forty feet in height. This splen- 
did Apartment will be solely devoted 
ibr the Exhibition of Natural His- 
tory, Works of ^rt, Stc. on Private 
Sale, which will be arranged in tlie 
most suitable manner for public in- 
spection. 

The situation of the Egyptian 
Hall, in the centre of the court end 
of town, and of all the fiishionable 
Promenades, has already given this 
building greater notoriety and at« 
traction than perhaps any other in 
the metropolis, and the best arrauge- 

3c 



S78 



SELECT ADVERTISEMENTS. 



ments will be made to conduct the 
business on a scale in the highest 
degree liberal and respectable. 

Mr. Bullock's constant habits 
of business io his long connexion, 
during the formation ot his late Mu- 
seum, with the most celebrated scien- 
tific characters and collectors of ar- 
ticles of rarity and curiosity all over 
Europe, will, it is presumed, pre- 
sent an advantage in the highest de- 
gree beneficial to the proprietors of 
works of science and art, who may be 
disposed to offer them for sale at his 
new establishment. No personal 
Exertion on the part of the Pro- 
prietor shall be wanting to fulfil the 
wishes of those who may honour 
fiim with their confidence and com- 
mands. 

The situation and extent of the 
Premises, and their universal adap- 
tation for general trade of every de- 
scription, must be obvious to the 
Public. There cannot be a finer or 
more established Mart for the dis- 
posal either by Private Contract or 
Public Auction of Pictures, Marbles, 
Drawings, Books, and Engravings, 
Cameos, Subjects of Natural His- 
tory and Antiquity, rare Works in 
Ivory, Japan, dsc. &c. China, Cabi-^ 



net Work and Furniture of every de- 
scription ; in short, every article of 
either ornament or use, for which 
any demand can be created. 
* The Commission on Articles sold 
by Private Contract is J^IO. per 
cent, and at the rate of £%\. per 
cent, per ann. on all articles not 
sold, to be estimated on the Pro* 
prietor*s prices, and to be settled 
previous to the redelivery of the 
property. 

Property of the foregoing deserip* 
tion, sold by Auction, is subject to a 
Commission of £,l\ per cent, (which 
includes the Sale Expenses of Ad* 
vertisinpr, printing Catalogues, Ice.), 
and to £2|. per cent, on the amount 
bought in. Books and Natural His- 
tory excepted, which are subject to 
£10. per cent, commission on the 
amount sold, when the sale of such 
property does not amount to £1000. 
The regular Sales commence oa 
the 7th of December, and continue 
the whole season. 

JRoofRf occasionaify to be JLttfor 
the Exhibition cf Works of Art, or 
other Public Purposes. 

Patents and new Imoenitons re-^ 
Ceivedfor Exhibition, 



WORKS PUBLIBHED BY LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND 

BROWN, PATERNOSTER^ROW. 



THE LONDON DISPEN- 

SATOJIY; cootBisiog<-]. Pfaar^ 
macy — %. The Botanical Daicrip- 
tJoo, Natural History^ Chcmictl Ana- 
lysis, and Medkinnl Pr^Mrttes, of 
the Substances of the Materia Me* 
dica^3. The Pharmaceutical Pre- 
paimtJom and CainpoailiOM of the 
Pharpi aco pgi a s of the Landoa, 
Edinburgh^ cad Dublia Colleges of 
PfaysiciaM. The wfaol^ iMiiuag a 
practical SyMi|»iB of Materia Mo.- 
dica» Pharmacy, aad TiMffaptolica : 
ilbiatiatcd with aaaogr aaoM Tabka 



aad Copper^platea of Piumaaeenti* 
aal Apparatus. By Antbont ToD0 
Tbomoon, F. L. 6. Member of the 
Royal College of 8ar§eona» aad of 
Ike Mediec^CliiraKgical Sociofy of 
Loadoa $ aad Fellow of the McdkaU 
the Spconlative, aad ^k Royal Phy- 
aieal Societies of EdiBbai§h, aad of 
the 8oci^t« de M^diouie dt Mar* 
aeiilet. la Oae kngt Volame aoou 
{fOfiaod aad altered aeoordiaglolha 
left fiditiaa of the Laadon amdl 
fidiabaagh PhanaaooposiaiX prioo 
a»a. B e atda , Iha Second Bditioa. 
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*«* Tliis edIitioD contaiss tbe sy« 
nonvnift of tbe nnmes of the artielet, 
in the FreDch» Germaa, Italiao, Sfw* 
uishy and East Indian languages. 

PHYSIOLOGIC ALand ME. 
DICAL RESEARCHES into the 
Caqses, Symptoms, and Treatment 
of Gravel. Translated frooi the 
French of F. MAOENDiBy M, D. 
Professor of Anatomy, Physiology* 
^c. &c. at Paris, in 12mo« furice 
98- 6d. Boards. 

DIRECTIONS for the 
TREATMENT of PERSONS who 
have TAKEN POISON, and those 
hi a State of apparent Death, &c. 
From the French of M. P.Orfila- 
Price 5s, in Boards. 

A PRACTICAL TREA- 
TISE, to render the ART of BREW- 
ING more easy : wherein is e^em* 
)>lified the Method of Brewing the 
several Sorts of Matt Liquor most 
generally esteemed; viz. Porter, 
Brovon Stout, Ale, Amb^y Ring' 
wood Alt, Burton Ale, Windsor 
AU, Dorchester Ale, thrchester 
Beer^ and Table Beer: inculcating 
the Use of the Saccharometer in their 
Production, and elucidating its Uti- 
Jity hy Examples : accompanied, by 
Instructions for the Purchase of 
Malt and Hops, and some valuable 
Hints as regards the Use of these 
Ingredienls In Brewing; also, par- 
ticular Directions for the genert|l 
Management of the Brewery; with 
Tables of the net ^actse Dnties on 
Strong and Table Beer, The whole 
rendered fapilliar for the Pnblic or 
Private Brewer. By C. N. Hat- 
man, Common Br^w^r. In l^mo. 
with an Engraving, price 4s, '6d. 
Boards. 

nPMARKS 019 the ART of 
MAKING WINE. By J. Vac- 
cpLLOc]?, M. D. Second Editioii, 
jprice 7>« in Boards. 

m TRQPIC!^L MSm- 



CAL GUIDE, for the UseofYisi. 
tors to the East and West Indies and 
Africa; comprising explicit InstrtM- 
tions for the Preveatioa and Trea^ 
ment of tbe Diseases of those Cli- 
mates, and the Disorders of the 8t(H 
mach, Head, &c« that occur duYio^ 
the Voyage : to which are added, 

1st, A complete Companion to a 
Medicine Chest, adapted to tn^ical 
Practice; 

^y. Medical Admonitions to Bri<* 
tish Subjects on their Betura to Eu- 
rope, frcnn a tropcal CUmate; and, 

adly, An Appendix, containing, 
Remaiiu on the Climate aqd Diaeaaaa 
of France, Qermany, Italy, Russia* 
Holland, &c. Rules ios the Praserr»v 
tion of the Health of Travellers, and 
Directions for the Use of the Caae* 
tents of the Traveller's Dispensary* 
By Richard Rbecb, M. D. Author of 
the Dictionary of Modern Domestic 
Medicine, The Medical Guide, £di« 
tor of the Gaaeite of Health, kc fce. 
Price Ss. Boards. 

* 

The CHEMICAL GUIDE; 
or, Modern Epitome of Chemistry: 
containing, 

1st, Directions for making the 
Tests that are used in experimental 
and analytical Chemistry, and In- 
structions for using them ; being a 
complete Companion to the portable 
Chest of Chemistry. 

$dly, A popular Explanation of 
the Laws of chemical Attraction, ancj 
a Table of Affinities, &c. 

3dly, A Collection of interesting 
Experiments. 

4thly, Animal Chemistry, a View 
of the human Sody as a chemical 
Laboratory, the Functions of its Or- 

i'ang, the Phenomena of piseases, 
^c. &c, $c. 
5thly, A Glossary, explanatory of 
ch^mica} Terms, and, 

6thly, A List of the App^ratuf 
necessary to conduct chemical Expe« 
riments, &c. &c. By Reecb and 
Co. of tbe Chemic^ and Medical 

gall, 171, >icca<miy. jPr|ce>s. Od, 
.. oar^s. 

8C 9 
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^* We recommend this Work to the 
attention of professional students, and 
to those whose parsuits in life, or in- 
clinations, render a knowledge of this 
most useful and interesting science de- 
sirable; it being the best and most 
useful Epitome of modem Chemistry 
extant." ATUijacobin Review. 

ft 

A CATALOGUE of DRUGS 

(in English), specifying the Doses 
to Children and Adults, the proper 
Vehicle for their Exhibition, the Dis- 
esses for the Cure of which they are 
employed, their medicinal Effects, 
iretail Prices, &c. To which are add- 
ed, a Description of the different Me- 
dicine and Chemical Test Chests, with 
an Enumeration of their Contents, 
and an Account of such Medidnes 
as are necessary to be kept by Fami- 
lies residing in the Country, &c. By 
Rebcb and Co. of the Chemical and 
Medical Hall, 171, Piccadilly. The 
Eighth Edition. Price ^. 6d. 

•* This is a very convenient Work, 
and contains, in a small compass, a 
great deal of very useful informa- 
tion." — Critical Remew, 

The MEDICAL GUIDE, for 

the Use of Families ; in Two Parts. 
— Part I. Family Dispensatory ; or, 
complete Companion to the Family 
Medicine Chest: comprehending ex- 

£ licit Directions for the Use of such 
fedicines as are proper to be kept for 
domestic or private Practice ; a Col- 
lection of the most useful Family Pre- 
scriptions ; the ordinary Management 
of Uhildren ; Treatment of Cases of 
suspended Animation ; Means of 
counteracting the Effects of the Mi- 
neral, Vegetable, and Animal Poi- 
iK)n8; of destroying infectious Va- 
pours, and purifying the Chambers of 
the Sick, &c &c. 

Part II. ^ new and complete Sys- 
tem of Domestic Medicine, or Prac- 
tical Treatise on the Distinction, Pre- 
vention, and Cure, of the Diseases 
incident to the human Frame, by Re- 
gimen and Medicines; with the late 
important Discoveri^ relative to the 



Cure of hereditary and other Dis- 
eases. By Richard Reecb, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians in London, &c« 

The Twelfth Edition, considerably 
enlarged, price 10s. 6d. Boards. 

** This Work is more judicious than 
the Domestic Medicine of Buchan, 
which we have no doubt it will en- 
tirely supersede. By attending to its 
instructions, the clei^yman or resident 
of a retired village may, in common 
cases of illness, be enabled to do 
much good at a small expense." 

Critical Review^ AprUj 1807. 

** The present edition of this very 
useful Work is dedicated to the vene- 
rable Bishop of Llandaff, in conse- 
quence of the high terms in which 
his Lordship had recommended it 
when it first appeared before the pub- 
lic. It is clear, comprehensive, and 
calculated to answer all the purposes 
of domestic reference. The part 
which treats on the diseases of chil- 
dren we recommend to the serious pe- 
rusal of all parents and others who 
may be entrusted with the manage- 
ment of children in the first stages of 
life." 

Antijacobin Review^ May^ 1805. 

A Practical DICTIONARY 
of DOMESTIC MEDICINE, for 
the Use of tlie Clergy, under the 
Sanction of their Ghraces the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury, York, and 
Dublin, for the Purpose of enabling 
them to administer Ilelief to their Pa- 
rishioners labouring under the com- 
£ Heated Misfortunes of Poverty and 
disease, and in Cases of sudden Ac- 
cidents, &c. : exhibiting a comprehen- 
sive View of the latest Discoveries 
relative to the Causes, Treatment, and 
Prevention, of Diseases, and a popu* 
lar Description of the foUowine Sub- 
jects,* so far as they regard the Health 
of Man, and the general Cure of Ma* 
ladies, viz. Anatomy, Casualties, Che- 
mistry, Clothing, Dietetics, Medical 
PoUce and Jurisprudoioe, Pharmacy, 
Physiology, Snr^Ty, Therapeutics, 
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ftc. itc digested of technical {Obscu- 
rities. By Richard Rbecb, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, &c. 

The Second Edition, enlarged and 
corrected, price 168. Boards. 

** This Work is composed chiefly 
for those who wish to attain a compe- 
tent knowledge of medicine for the 
ordinary necessities of themselves, of 
their families, or for the benevolent 
purpose of alleviating the sufferings of 



their fellow-creatures. For the pur- 
pose of aiding the medical sagacity 
and skill of private, and particularly 
of clerical benevolence, this work is 
very judiciously adapted. It is not 
only a plain and useful directory, but 
it has, at the same time, the great ad- 
vantage of being more cheap, mora 
commodious, and more portable, than 
any similar work with which we ara 
acquainted, that details the modtm 
practice of physic." 

Critical tlevitw, No. 1, Vol. zvi. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND JONES, 

PATERNOSTER.ROW. 



VIEWS of the SEATS of NO- 
BLEMEN and GENTLEMEN in 
England, Wales, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, engraved in the line manner, 
by the first Artists, from Drawings 
by J. P. Nbalb, Author of the 
History and Antiquities of West- 
minster Abbey, Ac: accompanied 
with Letter-press Descriptions. 

No. XXIL price 4s. in royal oc- 
tavo, elegantly printed and bot- 
pressed. 

CondHian$.-^l. The Work will 
be handsomely printed in Roval Oc- 
tavo, Hot-pressed, and published 
Monthly. — 2. Each Number will 
contain Six hiehly-finisbed Views, 
accompanied with appropriate De- 
scriptions: price Four Shillioes. — 
3. A few copies will be beaiitffully 
printed in Royal Quarto, with Proofs 
on India Paper; price Eight Shil- 
lings each.— 4. The Work will not 
exceed Six Volumes, each Volume to 
contain Twelve Numbers. 



• # 



Mr. Neale, having lately re- 
turned from a Tour through twelve 
Counties, which he visited for' the 
purpose of collecting Views for this 
Work, will soon have the plcature of 



presenting the Subscribers with some 
of the most magnificent and interest- 
ing Seats in the Kingdom. 

An ESSAY on the CURA- 
TIVE EFFECTS of the PHOS- 
PHATE and OXYPHOSPHATE, 
and other preparations of IRON, on 
' open CANCER, with an Inquiry into 
the nature of that and other Ulcers, 
&c., to which it bears a relation. By 
Richard Cabmichabl, Surgeon, 
of Dublin. Second Edition, price 
10s. 6d. 

The BIOGRAPHICAL MA- 
GAZINE; containing Portraits of 
Eminent and Ingenious Persons, of 
every Age and Nation, with their 
Lives and Character*. 

No. XXIII. in royal octavo, price 
28. 6d. 

*^* In this assemblage will ap- 
pear superlative talent of every de- 
scription, without bias to any parti- 
cular clasJB of characters : even the 
humblest individual, whose genius 
or skill has proved essentially bene- 
ficial to hu fellow creatures, will be 
drawn from obscurity, and honour- 
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aWy atatiooed aoMog the moat exdt* I the Fooltoip Octavd, £l. lOi. in 
«d fricads of tfae bMian race. | boardt, and of the Dewy, £fe. Ss^ 



C^MKltoiw:— 1. A Naoiber will 
be iMiblislied monthly, and contain 
Eaght>igfaly-fiafhhed Portraits, en- 
ijlraved in a uniform Manner— shmU, 
bnt faigMy-finiafaed m all the Perfec- 
tioii of the Art» by Mr. Holl : firice 
ta. M.---f . Annexed to each Por- 
liwl, will be presented a coocise 
Biographical Acconot of the Per- 
wm's Life tod peculiar characteristic 
Claims to Distinction, beautifully 
printed ; so that every Page of the 
Work will be a Picture^^. A few 
Copies will be printed, with Proof 
ImnwssioBS of the Plates on India 
Paper, price 5s. each Number. 

WALKS through LONDON, 
incln^g Westminster and the 

BOAOUGH of SOUTHWARK, with 

the snrromdifig Suburbs ; describ- 
ing every thing worthy of Observa* 
4ioto It the ^blic Boildciigs, Places 
«f fintertmoment, Estiibifions, Com- 
ftereiffl and Literary Ipatltntions, 
•Ac. -down to the present Period, and 
forming a complete Guide to the 
British Metrppolis. By Davio 
HuoiiftoH, LL.D. 

No. L eontainiqg Ten beautiful 
Engravings. 



CandUumi:-^!. This Work will 
be coinprbed in Twelve Monthly 
Numbers, forming Two Volumes.— 
'!2. £ach Number will contam £tgUt 
lliighly-finisfaed Engravings on Cop- 
per, and Two or more on Wood, and 
Thirty-«ix Pages of Letter^press, ele- 
gantly printed in Foolscap Octavo, 
price 28. 6d. or, in Demy Octavo, 
with Proof Inq)ressions of the Plates, 
4s. per Number. — 3. With the 
Twelfth "Number will be ^iv«n a cor- 
rect Map of London, &c. and r ge- 
neral Index. 

IS. B. The whole of <he Work h 

{irldted off, and maybe had compile 
n Two handsome volumes; price of 



TIMES TELESCOPE for 
1820, ot a Complete GUIDE to the 
ALMANACK; containing an Ex- 
planation of Saints' Days and Holi- 
days ; with Illustrations of British 
History and Antiquities; Notices 
of obsolete Rites and Customs ; 
Sketches of Comparative Chronolo- 
gy ; Astronomical Occurrences in 
every Month, comprising Remarks 
on the Phenomena of the Celestial 
Bodies ; and the Naturalist's Diary, 
explaining the various Appearances 
in the Animal and Vegetable King- 
doms : to which is prefixed ao lo- 
trodoction, containing the Outlines 
of Entomology. Embellished with 
an elegant Frontispiece, 9s. bds. 



«« 



Time's Telescope is C4 
with skill and judntment, and coo<- 
tains much desirable miscellaneona 
information, particularly on some 
parts of Natvral History. We re- 
commend this Work to the attention 
of our juvenile readers, who will find 
it an agreeable and instructive com- 
panion.*' — Mmtthiy Review^ for Nov. 
ISM. See also M. R. for Augnst 
1817. 



%* The Six preceding Votnmes 
of "TfMB^s TELEacoTB," for the 
Years 1814, 1816, 1816, 1817, lai^ 
and 1819, may t»e haid, price 9s. 
each. In boards. 



THORNTON ON HEALTH. 

The PHILOSOT^HY of ME- 
DICINE ; being MEDICAL EX- 
TRACTS on tiie Nature and Fre- 
servation of Health, and on the 19a- 
ture and Removal of Disease. By 
RoiBBT John Thoentoiu M. D. 
Member of the Royal London Col- 
lege of Thysician^, lke» 

Fifth Edition, in Two large Vo- 
lumes'Bvo.iDu^tmed wtth'Sf pfalttt 
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bn yarioiis Subjects, including Por- 
traits of tiie most eminent Teachers 
of Medicine, price £l. 129. boards. 

'* The very able Author of Medi- 
cal Extracts has rendered an im- 
portant service to the Profession and 
Mankind in general, by bringing into 
a more connected point of view, and 
affording a more clear and satisfac" 
torv detail of the numerous facts 
ancf reasonings which form the basis 
of the present improved state of me- 
dical science."— Cn^. Rtview. 

AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS, 

Biographical, Critical, and Literary, of 
the moat eminent Physicians and Sur- 
geons of the United Kingdom, with a 
aelection of their Prescriptions, and a 
sjpecification of the Diseases for which 
they were given, forming a complete 
extemporaneous Pharmacopmia. 

** We venture to assert that this vo- 
lume will prove a source of instruction 
to every class of the profession, and 
become an established book of refer- 
ence." — Phymcal and MedzcalJaumal. 

A TRANSLATION of the last 

corrected Edition of the PHARMA- 
COPCEIA of the Royal Colle») of 
Physicians of London ; with a Table 
of Doses, and the Old and New Names ; 
intenpersed with Practical Remarks. 
By RicHAftD Rbbck, M. D. Third 
Edition. Price 4s. 6d. Boards. 

A FAMILIAR and PRACTI- 
CAL TREATISE on the Causes, 
Prevention, and Cure of Asthma^ 
Wheeciagy Coasumptioa, and Wiotar 
Cougj^; containing explicit Diriiciioos 
f«r $k» Une of the prepw«d Strn* 
iMniuai aiad OfjmeU w*th Inatruo* 
tioni vektive u> Diet, Ciothiog^ 



I 



Exercise, &c. for ConsumptiTe and 
Asthmatic Invalids; By I. T. Fisrsr, 
Surgeon, and formerly an Asthmatic 
Subject. Eighth Edition. Price 
3s. 6d. 

A FAMILIAR TREATISE 

on the Caus^ and Treatment of DIS* 
EASES of the TEETH ; with ex<* 
plicit Instructions for their Manage* 
ment, so as to render them white and 
firm in their socket, and to preserv# 
them from Tooth-ache, Caries, &c. 
To which is added, the Treatment of 
Children during Teething. By J. P. 
Hbrtz, Surgeon and Dentist Fiftk 
^ition. Price 2s. 6d. 

** This work contains much useful 
information, and we hope it will expe- 
rience that extensive circulation, to 
which the importance of the subject 
entitles it." — MwUhly Compendium of 
Medicine, June, 1810. 

A DISSERTATION on the 

Stomachic Virtues, Qrowth, ftc. of the 
Rhatant Root ; containing' Dtrectiens 
for its Use in Cases of Indigestion^ 
Chronic Looseness, and Debility, both 
local and general. By Don Hipolito 
Rui2, principal Botanist of the Royal 
Botanical Qardens, and Medibal CoU 
lege of Madrid, &c. &c. Price 2s« 
Trailflntnd frojo the Spanish. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE 

on the Virtues of the QeatiolaOfh^ 
CINAX499 pr Hboob Hyssop, as a ^^ 
aocdy for Consumption of the Lungs, 
Asthma, and Constitutionsil Coudbi, 
with Directions for its U9e, and Advice 
on the Subjects of Di^t, Clothing, Air« 
&C. lA thosa Diseases. By Ri^ hajip 
Rjsscm M, 0. Author of the Medial 
Ghiide. 9tki DictionMry. ftm %$» 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY N. HAILES, at the JUVENILf AND 
SCHOOL LIBRARY, LONDON MUSEUM, PICCADILLY. 



THE FIRST FRENCH 

GUIDE ; containing an easy Spelling 
Book, Reading Exercises^a Recapitu- 
lation of the various Sounds of the 
French Language, a Vocabulary of 
Nouns in general use, with their Arti- 
cles, and an easy Introduction to the 
French Grammar. ByJ.CuERPiLLouD, 
author of ** The Book of Versions," 
&c. Sec. Price 2s. 6d. half-bound. 

" We think Mr. Cherpilloud's Plan 
legitimate, and such as is calculated to 
suit the Nursery in a very eminent de- 
gree." — AnHjacobin Review. 

EVENING ENTERTAIN. 
MENTS ; or. Delineations of |he 
Manners and Customs of various Na- 
tions ; interspersed with Geographical 
Notices, Historical and Biographical 
Anecdotes, and Descriptions in Natu- 
ral Historv, designed for the Instruc- 
tion and Amusement of Youth. By 
J. B. Dbppino. Third Edition, with 



four beautiful Engravings. Price 7s. 
Boards. 
** The proper study of maokiad is man." 

FABULOUS HISTORIES; 

or, the History of the Robins : de* 
signed for the Instruction of Children 
respecting their Treatment of Animals. 
By Mrs. Trimmer. The Twelfth 
Edition, with Wood Cuts, by Bewick. 
Price 3s. Boards. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, with Ob- 
servations and Practical Instructions : 
being a further Abridgment of the large 
and valuable Work of an ancient Ex* 
positor, the Rev. Mr. William Bur- 
KiTT. Bv the Rev. Samuel Glassb, 
D.D. F.R.S. Rector of Wanstead, 
Essex ; and Chaplain in Ordinary to 
His Majesty. A New Edition. 
15s. Boards. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY BURGESS AND HILL* 
65, GREAT WINDMILL^TREET. 



A TREATISE on STRIC- 
TURE of the URETHRA ; contain- 
iDg an Account of material ImproTc- 
ments in the Treatment, one of 
which is by a new Instrument of 
extensive Application in Surgery, 
which in this Case is a Substitute 
for. Bougies and Sounds, dilat- 
ing in any Part of the Urethra at 
will, to any Degree, and with any 
Force. With an Appendix, noticing 
new Means of extracting Stone from 
the Bladder; of treating Gleet, 
diseased Prostate Gland, Fistuls, 
and other Affections of the Urethra, 
and of the CEsophagus and Rectum. 
By Jambs Arnott, of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London, for- 



merly Surgeon in the Hon. East 
India Company's Service. — In 9nK 
with Plates, Price 7s. boards. 

Rrvibw of this Work. — 
"Upon the whole, we cannot too 
strongly recommend this publieatioti 
of Mr. Arnott'Sy not only as the best 
work on Stricture generally, bat as 
giving publicity to an bstrumeat 
which promises to be of essential 
benefit to operative sui^ry.** — 
Fide Medico'ChirurgicMi JowmMl, 
No.e. 

ftr A MEDICAL READ- 
ING-ROOM and LIBRARY, &&, 
Great WindmiU-Street, Haymarket. 

Messrs, Buroess and Hill beg 
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most retpectfiilly to ioform Gentle- 
men of the Profession, that they 
have opened a READING ROOM, 
and Medical, Chemical, and Philo- 
sophical CIRCULATING LIBRA- 
RY, including all New Works and 
•Periodical Publications relating to 
the above Sciences ; also the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, Journal of 
Science and the Arts, the Repertory 
of Arts, the Edinburgh, Quarterly, 
and British Reviews, &c. &c. as 
soon as published. 
' Newspapers are also taken in for 
the Accommodation of Gentlemen. 

Tbbms. — Annual Subscribers in 
Town to pay 11. 16s.— Half a Year, 
11. Is.— A Quarter, las.— 1 Month, 
6s.— By the single Volume accord- 
ing to its Value. 

Gentlemen who subscribe to the 
Lihrary are admitted to the Read" 
ing Room without any additional 
Charge. 

Gentlemen in the Country paying 
21. 10s. per Annnm, are allowed an 
extra Numlier of Books. 

(^ When several Gentlemen in 



the Country subscribe together, 
a considerable Allowance will be 
made. 

\* Reading Societies supplied 
with new Publications, on the most 
liberal Terms. 

DR. JOHNSON ON DERANGE- 
MENTS of the LIVER, INTER- 
NAL ORGANS, and NERVOUS 
SYSTEM. 

Second Edition, enlarged, price 
9s: bds. published by all BookseU 
lers. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on 
DERANGEMENTS of theLIVER» 
INTERNAL ORGANS, and NEIU 
VOUS SYSTEM. To which is 
added, Htgienb, or the Conser- 
vation of Health and Prolongation 
of Life, through the Medium of the 
Non-naturals. By James John- 
son, M. D. Author of the Influence 
of Tropical Climates on Europcian 
Constitutions, and Editor of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Journal, or Lon- 
don Medical and Sui^ical Review. 



WORKS JUST PUBLISHED BY HIGHLEY AND SON> FLEET 

STREET. 



1. A PRACTICAL TREA- 
TISE on the PREVENTION and 
CURE of a CERTAIN DISEASE 
and its CONSEQUENCES ; in which 
a mild and successful mode of treat- 
ment is pointed out, including Ob- 
servations on Strictures, Cutaneous 
Eruptions, Imaginary Diseases, dec. 
Intended as a Guide against the 
dangerous effects of this baneful Ma- 
lady. By T. M. Caton, Surgeon, 
10, Stanhope Street, Newcastle 
Street, Strand ; and late of the 
United Hospitals of St. Thomas's 
and Guy's. A New Edition, price 
5s. illustrated with Cases. 

2. A Trbatisb on Indiobs- 



T10N9 being an Inquiry into the 
Diseases arising and connected with 
the Functions of the Stomach, with 
Remarks on the Liver, and its In- 
fluence on the Gastric System. To 
which are prefixed, some general 
Observations on Serophulous and. 
Cutaneous Diseases^ price 8s. 

3. PBitCTiaAL Obsbrvations 
on the DsBiiiiTiBS, Natural and 
Acquired, price 3s« 6d. 

4. APractioal TrbatiS'B on 
Fbmalb Disbasbs, inoluding Ob- 
servations on Parturition, Lactation, 
and the Disorders incidait to tlios« 
important changesp prioe 8t« 6d» 



*m 
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iu PoFULAK Remarks, Medi- 
cal aod Literary, on Eiypochondrtac, 
Hysteric^ and Nervous Diseases, 



with Obsermtions on Suicide, M(n4^ 
Ac. Sec, price Ss. 6d. 



CHEMICAL & MEDICAL HALL, 171, PICCADILLY, 

Nearly opposite Bond Street. 



this Eslablishaieat was instituted 
by Rbbce and Co. twenty years ago. 
for the purpose of supplying the pub- 
Me with DmgB of the best quality^ 
and with the choicest Cliemical pre- 
parations ; and for compounding 
Frescriptions with accuracy, on the 
Bost reasonable terms. 

The following Chests of Medicine, 
of Chemical Reagents, and Appara*- 
tua for Philosophical experimenta, 
are kept properly fitted op for diffe« 
r«nt Climatca.-^via* 

The Pamify Dispenwry.— First 
siae, with booc of directions (Medi* 
cal Guide), 20i. 8f. ; second ditto, 
17/. 10$, I third ditto, 13/. lOf.; 
fourth ditto, 10/. 6».; fifth ditto, 
M. Us.; sixth ditto, e/. 6f. 

lYopkai DUpefuairy^ with book of 
directions (Tropical Medical Guide) 
—first size, 16/. 10«. ; second ditto. 
Iff. 16a. ; third ditta, 10/. 6a. ; fourth 
ditto, «/. 6«. 

TVnte/ler'a CHet^, for the Canti- 
nent, with hook of dtrectiona (Medi- 
cal Campanion to dlfiepent parts of 
Enrope) — first siae, 6/. 10«.; seoond 
dHae, 81. Ida. 

The Ckrgymw^ff er PfH$h Che^i 
(on a cheap plan) — first siae, 9/. 6a.; 
aeooiid ditto, 61. ^.; third ditto, 
6f . 6«. ; wflh the Medfoal Guide. 

Sea Mtdidrn CkM, for the use of 
Navy Surgeons, Captains of Mer^ 
dh ant asen, St^^^-^kni sice, 92/. lis. j 
saoend ditto, iM. Ma. ; third ditto, 
14f . 1^. 

t«e PoriMt €iheei 4ff Ckemielry, 
with boali af df naationa (Chean^iil 
Guide), first siae, 26/. 10#. ; second 



ditto, 15/. Us. ; third ditto» lO/. 10a.; 
fourth ditto, 8/. 10a.; fifth ditto^ 
5/. lOs. 

Tke Mimralogieal Chesi, contain- 
ing Reagents, Implenients, &g. for 
the analysis or aiamination of Mine- 
ral Productions ; first size, 10/. 10a.| 
second ditto, 8/. 10«. ; third ditto, 
6/. 10s. 

Chest of Apparatus necessary for 
conducting Philosophical Eaperi^ 
nients, &c. 15/. 8f. 

Prices of Articles lately introduceiL 

Carbonate i>( Soda, impregnated 
with the essential Oil of Lemon, 
3a. (Ui. per bottle. 

Tartaric Acid, for effervescing 
draughts, being more pleasant and 
more eaoUnf Uian soda water, with 
directions, 6a. per bottle. 

Saturated Tincture of Cubebs, for 
gleet, fluor albus, chronic indiges- 
tion, dropsy, ke. la. an ounce. 

Dr. Hutchinson's Tonic Mixture, 
as recommended by Sir J. J. W. 
Jervis, Bart, and others, 6a. dtf. a 
quart. 

Lettuce Locenges, for coughs, re- 
eommended hj Dr. Duncan, M. par 
ounce, or 10a. Sd. per lb. 

Prnasie Acid, S«. an ounce. 

Cajepnt Liniment, for rhevmsltsm, 
spfMM, dre. M. an ounce, or 8a. n 
pint. 

Levigated dmtcoal of the-Areca 
Nut, 4or the teeth, te M. per box. 

Saturated Tincture of R4ialany, tar 
the gums, Qd* an ounce. 

Genuine Arrow Root, received di- 
rect tram the Waat Indiaa, very tfne, 
6a. per lb. 
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TO PARENTS. 



An APPRENTICE is wanted 
by a CHEMIST mid DRUGGIST, 
nvliose bttsioess U situated at the 
West end of London, with whom a 
Yottth, of good morals and abilities, 
would have a superior opportunity 
of acquiring a knowledge of his pro* 
fessioo, with the additional benefit 
of having access to the Royal Insti- 



tution. His domeslic comforts 
would be great, as be would bt 
treated as one of tho family. A li» 
beral, but not extravagant, premium 
will therefore be required. Letters 
addressed, post paid, to Mr. Walker, 
3, Southamptou-street, Strand, will 
tktei with immediate attention. 



«p 



GASES. 



The Nobility and Gentry are most 
respectfully informed, that all the 
OASES used as Medicine, for the 
Restoration and Preservation of 
Health, and for Philosophical pur- 
poses, with Gasometers for their ap- 
plication, accurately Guaged, that 
Patients may dilute the Gases at their 
own Houses, agreeable to the pre- 
scriptions of their Medical attend- 
ants ; are kept in constant readiness 
for sending out, on the sbortest no- 
tice, by Mr. PAYNE, Pneumatic 
Chemist, No. 136, New Bond Street, 
(between Nos. 135 and 137, there 
being two Numbers 136.) 



Many Cases of most extraordinary 
Cures may be seen as above. 

Mb. PAYNE thinks it right to 
state, that he has no Partnership 
with any person whatsoever, nor has 
ever had:— -it is the more necessary 
to make tbis 4nown, ns endeavors 
have been made, under false pre* 
tences, to mislead patients who were 
recommended to use the Gases ma- 
nufactured by him. 

Couutry Orders, post paid, with, 
town reference, meet every atten-^ 
tion. 



WINES, &c. 



WOLLASTON and SON, 
Distillers and Importers of Wines 
and Spirits, respectfully solicit at- 
tention -to their ipccsent Prioes, €ar 
(prompt payment ; and assuring their 
Friends and the Public of .the.sju>pl^ 
of every article genuine, and of the 
ohoioeat qualities, earnestly kop^/Siir 
jU jcanMnuance of the .patronage thi^ 
Jttost^fraitefnlly acknowledgn* 

^S* Tasting orders for the Docks. 

. Annuine Port (from the "woed) 44s. 



Ditto, first quality^ .ditto ..^^ 48f« 
Old Crusted Port^ 2 jears in 

boUle 50j. 

Ditto «. .3 ditto .^ 54s. 

DiUo «.^.... 5 ditto .. 63s. 

Fine Brown Sherries. , ••• .^.^ iOs. 

-■- Pale ditto , 5fis. 

Ditto ditto, very superior. • • . • ^s. 

Bronti Madeira My. 

Directditto •««....««^. bQ». 

West India ditto • 63s* 

Xast India ditto •«««•»•• .^^ . 70^, 

Ditto, fine old .••••••• gfla. 

Tidonia.....^* , 4tQfi.toAQfi. 
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Old Bucellas &28« 

Teneriffe •••••• .• 508. 

Rich old Lisboo • • 48s. 

Ditto Mountain • . . 488. 

Carcavella ••••••..• • 568. 

Malmsey, in pints S5s. 

Rich old Tent 60s. 



Cape Wines of good fmtUty. 

White Cape 248. 

Cape Madeira • 288. 

Ditto, superior 308. 

Red Pontac 368. 

Cape Port 408. 

Red Dragenstein...... • 42s. 



Mount JEtna, Sicilian, Red and 
White Wines. 



French Wines. 

Clarets ••••.. 86s. to 105s. per doz. 
Grave ••• 758. ditto 



Sauturne 84s. per doz. 

Champagne 1268. ditto 

And every other description of 
French Wine. 



Spirits. 

Old Jamaica Rum • . • . Ids. per gal. 
Old Cogniac Brandy . .288. 
Pine Apple Shrub .... 16s. 
Schedam Hollands . . . • 25s. 
Cordial Peppermint • • 12s. 

Ditto Cloves 14s. 

Ditto Anniaeed 128. 

Brandy Bitters lOs. 

English Geneva I2s. 

Ditto, fine O. T ISs. 6d. 

Wines from the Vaults in small 
Casks, consisting of not less than 20 
Gallons. Hogsheads and Pipes de- 
livered direct from the London 
Docks. Country orders executed 
with promptitude. 



MEDICAL & SURGICAL DEPOSITORY. 

MACHIN AND CO. 
No. b, Gloucester Street, Queen Square, Bloomsbury, London, 



Tender their respectful thanks to 
the Faculty for the Encouragement 
which thev have hitherto been ho- 
noured with, and take the present 
opportunity of submitting an amend- 
ed list of the leading Articles manu- 
factured and sold by them, pledging 
themselves to the good Quality of 
each. And the Prices affixed being 
so very considerably less than is 
usually charged by the Surgical In- 
strument Makers of the Metropolis ; 
M. and Co. are induced to hope for 
an increased Patronage. 
Elastic Gum Bougies. • • .258. a doc. 
Ditto Gum Catheters, 58. and 5s. 6d. 

each 
Ditto Gum Canulas . • 38. 6d. each. 
Ditto Rectum Bougies, 58. & 68. each 
Ditto (Eaophagui Ditto • • 1b. each 



Ditto Ditto Tubes 9s. each 

Ditto Seton Tapes 128. a doz. 

Ditto Pessaries ... .6s. and 78. each 
Ditto Male Syringe Bottles, 2s. 6d. 

each 

Ditto Female Do. 3s. 6d. to 7s. each 

Ditto Hydrocele Injecting Bottles, 

with Trocar in Mahogany Box, 

11. Is. 
Ditto Glyster Bottles, 4 os. 48. 6d. 

each 
Ditto 6 ounces. •...•• .58. 6d. each 
Ditto 8 ounces. ••••.. .68. 6d. each 
Do. 12 ounces ••.••... 78. 6d. each 

Do. 16ounce8 Os.each 

Do. 16 ounces, with Brass Stop Cock 
and Pipes^ and Self-using Tnbes^ 

158. 
Ditto, complete in Mahogany Box, 
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Siugle Trass •••••.. 10s. each 

Double Ditto 20s. each 

SuspeadiDg Bolts, Cotton Bag» 4s. 6d. 

each 

Ditto Silk Bag. 6s. 6d. each 

Home's improved curved flexible 

Bougie • • • • 2s. 6d. each 

Superior Black Wax Bougies 2s. 6d. 

a doz. 

Ditto coloured Do 3s. do. 

Caustic Ditto Os. do. 

Catgut Ditto, • Os. do. 

Mudge's Inhaler aod Tube, 10s. 6d. 

each 

Ivory Nipple Shields 3s. each 

Box Wood Ditto Is. each 

Pewter and Glass Ditto Is. Gd.each 

Prepared Teats 2s. 6d. the pair 

Breast Pump and Glass, in Maho- 
gany Box • 20s. 



Scarificators • • . • • • • . • • 388. each 
Cupping Apparatus, with Air Pump 

and Scarificator, in Mahogany 

Box ••.«•• 808. 

Cupping Glasses • Is. 6d. each 

Bleeding Lancets. • 2s. each 

Gum Ditto. ••« ds. each 

Seton Needles • ... 3s. each 

Curved Needles Ss. a doz. 

Splints of every description 

Tourniquets 

Pewter and Bone Syringes of all 

Sizes and Sorts 

Also Instruments, and every Arti- 
cle that can be required for Medical 
or Surgical purposes. 

N. B. Orders from the Country or 
abroad, accompanied by an Address 
for Payment in London, will be in- 
stantly executed. 



ABDOMINAL BANDAGES. 

BAKER AND SON, 



Respectfully beg leave to acquaint 
the Nobility and Gentry, and Mem- 
bers of the Medical Profession* that 
their Male and Female ABDOMINAL 
BANDAGES are only to be obtained 
at tbeir Warehouse, No. 24, Bed- 
ford'Street, Covent Garden. 

They have the pleasure to say, that 
the invention, which has lately been 
much improved, according to the 
kind suggestion of several Medical 



Gentlemen, is now recommended by 
the most eminent Members of |he Fa- 
culty, both in England and France ; 
and those Ladies and Gentlemen who 
have adopted tbero, speak in the 
highest terms of commendation of 
the comforts they afford, and the 
essential advantages they have re« 
oeived from them in cases of weak- 
ness of the Stomach, Relaxation of 
the Bowels and of the Back. 



RUPTURES. 



SALMON, ODY, & Co. 292, 
Strand, moat respectfully inform the 
Public, that their PATENT SELF- 
ADJUSTING TRUSSES continue 
to be recommended by all the most 
eminent Surgeons in Town and 
Country. The springs are so con- 
structed as to admit of increase or 
decrease in size and force ; will an- 



swer for right or left side, without 
the least inconvenience to the wearer, 
requiring no under-strap, or other 
galling bandage. 

The Patentees have the honour to 
supply the Army and Navy, the 
Naval and Military Hospitals, the 
Dock-yards and Ordnance, the Ma- 
rine Iimrmary, the Honoorable East 
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Indift Company, the City of London 
Truss Society, the Mary-le-Bone. 
Wiveliseomba, Bristol, and Denbigh 
Infirmaries, the Middlesex Hospital, 
ite, &c. &c. 

Mannfactory, 292, Strand, Lon- 
don ; et ii la Galerie du Palais Roy* 
ala. No. 168, k Paris. 

N.B. Persons residing to the coon- 
iry, sending the circum^renoe of the 



body across the hips, may depend 
upon being accurately fitted. 

Sold by Bntler and Sons, No. 84» 
SackTille-sf reet, Dublin ; and one or 
more Druggists in every principal 
Town in England. 

A full description, and mode of 
application of the above, is given in 
Dr. Recce's last edition of his Medi- 
cal Guide. 



LOWNESS OF SPIRITS. 



CAMPHOR LOZENGES, 

for Lowness of Spirits, &c« — These 
Lozenges are highly approved and 
Gonficlentiv recommended for low- 
ness of spirits, in inflammatory and 
febrile affections, atid increased irri- 
tability of the nervous system ; in 
the sick and nervous bead-acbe they 
will afford immediate relief: tliey 
are also an admirable preventive 



against infection, and the eflecfs of 
damp weather, and in all cases where 
the Camphor Julep is advised, these 
Camphorated Lozenges, are taken 
with superior advantage. They are 
prepared and sold by J. Shepherd, at 
bis Warehouse for the True Ipeca- 
cuanha Lozenges, 176, Fleet-street, 
London, in bottles, 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d*« 
and lOs. each. 



FAMILY MEDICINES. 

J. SANGER, 
Of 150, OspfiPrd Strut (oppotite B&nd Street), 



Finds it necessary to acquaint the 
IPaWic, that be and M^. HARRIS, 
ibe Corner of St. Paul's Church Yard, 
are the only Agents that are appoint*- 
ed in London for the sale of the Ben** 
gal Antibilious Aperient, and Sto^ 
machic PiUs. The former are re- 
tailed at 3s. 6d. a boa, and the latter 
at 4s. 6d. a bos, with full directions 
for their use. On taking six boxes 
for charitable purposes, a consider- 
able allowance will be made. 

J. SANGER is also agent for the 
pale of the Cajeput Opodeldoc, for 
Chilblains, Rheumatism, and Stiff- 



ness of ihe Joints, 2s. 9d. and 4«* td. 
a bottle. 

The lettuce Lozenge, made by 
the direclious of Professor Puncan 
of £dinbur^, for Cough, Coasump* 
tipn, ^c. 2s. ed, a box. 

Mr. Want's Remedy for Gout and 
Rheumatism. 

Dr. Wilson*s Tincture for Gout 
and Rheumatism, 4s. 6d. a bottIe« 

Perry's Essence for Tooth-ache, 
Is. Qd. a bottle. 

Robinson's Animal Rasp, lor re- 
moving Corns and thickened Skin, 
price Is. to 2s. 



BLANK LABJ6LS, 

be.ed. a Bex, 



CMtaiAing 1,(MM) of the o4iial and 
dfHible siae, or four bo«es of ditto 
for £l. The oiuversal encourage- 



ment these Labeln have receiyei} froiii 
JMedical GentlemienQf e^tenniveprao- 
tice, with whoa ibe saving of time fe 



1 
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■o great an object, hat led to the 
complete perfection to which they 
are brought. Though ready folded 
and embossed, they are much cheaper 
than persons can make them for them- 
selves, because the demand causes 
the annual consumption of several 
hundred reams of paper, which is 
consequently excellent, and charged 
with no retail profit; whilst a plan 
of cutting them diagonally, or one 
out of the othe|^ pays by a saving of 



the material for the manufacture, 
which is also effected by macliinerv. 
— Sold by J. Callow, Medical Book-» 
seller. Princes-street, Soho ; U. Bur* 
tenshaw, 132, St. Martin*s-lane ; J, 
Wood ham, 34, High Hoi born ; B. 
Tabart, 30, New Bond*street, Sta- 
tioners; and at Apothecaries' HalL 
Medical Gentlemen in the country 
remitting £], post paid, will have 
22s. worth returned carriage free. 



FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES. 



A CASE of the CONCEN- 
TRATED ESSENCES of CELERY, 
Onions Garlic, Shalots, Mint, Pars- 
ley, Thyme, Cayenne, &c. &c. for 
flavouring all kinds of Soups; pecu- 
liarly adapted for the use of Cap- 
tains of Ships, and of indispensable 
necessity in all Foreign Countries 
where these valuable ingredients are 
unattainable. 

^ These Essences give a most 
exquiaite flavour to Soups of every 
description, and are used by Cooks 
of the first celebrity. When the 
soup is ready to be served up, ft 
small quantity of the Essence moat 
agreeable to the palate should be 
added the Imit thing, and the cover 
of the tureen be immediately put on 
to prevent the volatile parts from 
evaporating. Each stopper should 
be kept closed, by which the pun- 
gency of tbe flavour will he pre- 
served in all climates ; and thus, in 
a small compass, every family may 
possess a combination of ingredients 
for giving an agreeable zest to one 
of the most useful requisites of the 
table. 



LEMON SPICE POWDER. 



This new-invented POWDER 
consists of some of the choicest 
Spices, and is combined in such pro- 
portions, as not only to prevent the 
necessity of keeping a various assort- 
ment, but is always ready for imme- 
diate use, without the trouble of 
grating. It is a most valuable auxi- 
liary to the Cook and Confectioner ; 
and, indeed, a culinary requisite that 
no Housewife should ever be with* 
out. It gives anexqubite flavour to 
all kinds of Puddings, Pies, and Jel- 
lies ; and is peculiarly gratifying to 
the palate of the Invalid in Gruel, 
Oatmeal, Rice, Sago, Arrow Root, 
and Tapioca ; it also gives ■ delioioua 
aest to Minced Veal, Hashes, Soups, 
and Broths ; it is used l>y adding one 
teaspoonful, more or less, accordtnc 
to the taste; and if kept dry ani 
well corked, will preserve its qoali- 
ties for any length of time In alt 
eliniates* 

Prepared and sold by Joseph Ker* 
not. Chemist and Druggist, Bear* 
street, Leicestcr-aquare, London. 



IV 



SELF-ADJUSTING DRAWERS. 



These DRAWERS, invented 
by Mr. Taitb« of Oxford-Street, 
are particnlarly recommended to 
tbe Attention of Gentlemen who 
are in tbe Habit of Hunting or 
taking much Exercise. As « Pjre- 
ventive of Rupture they are par- 
ticnlarly recommended. 



I 



Mr* Taitb has great satisfiictio« 
in stating that his new Patent Braces^ 
for aupporting tbe Small Clothei, 
are acknowledged to be moreplev 
sant to wear, and more effectual in 
theur Object than any other Inven- 
tion of the Sort, and also much 
cheaper. No. 228, Oxford-Street. 



M2 



SELECT ADVERTISEMENTS. 



LOST, NOT STOLEN, 



The FUNDS of the HU- l 
MANE SOCIETY. Whoever may 
find the same, wilJ^ on taking them 
to the TreasorerSy in Amen Corner, 
be rewarded with a new Medal of 
the value of Five Guineas, and re- 
ceive the cordial thanks of the Go-. 



vernors. It is supposed that thej 
were lost somewhere or somehow 
between the Tallow Market and the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 'The 
amount is not accara^tely known, bat 
it is supposed to be immense. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



The Editors advise Mr. Everson 
to give the treatment recommended 
for Epilepsy in the present Number 
a trial, in the case of his son. The 
alterative Pills noticed in his Letter 
may be continued. The Editors 
will be obliged by his communica* 
ting to them the result. 

Mr. Luke Wood is advised to give 
his daughter every night the following 
powder, for the course of one week. 
Take of Prepared Calomel, 7 grains ; 
Compound Powder of Tragacanth, 
half a drachm. Mix and divide into 
•even equal parts ; and two table 
spoonsful of the following mixture 
twice a day, t. e. two hours before 
and three hours afler dinner. Take 
of Carbonate of Soda, twp drachms ; 
Infusion of Casoarilla Bark, seven 
ounces. Mix. Friction, over the 
bowels, by means of a warm hand, 
every Di|jht and morning, will be 
proper. He will do right also to 
adopt the abdominal bandage, in- 
yented by Messrs. Baker and Son,- 
of Bedford-street, Covent Garden. 
Fermented liqoors should be avoid- 
ed. She may be allowed to take 
two meals of meat daily. Horse ex- 
ercise, when the weather will admit 
of it, will materially promote the 
salutary operation of the medicines. 
The Carbonate of Soda may be dis- 
tinguished from the Sub>Carbonate, 
from its being dry, and easily re^ 
duced to a tfry powder: whereas the < 
Snb-Carbonate is In large crystals, 
somewhat resembling Glauber's Salt, 
and when powdered is very moist. 



"A Well-wisher and Subscriber/' 
will find the Receipt for making .the 
Plaster of quicksilver and the am-' 
moniac gum, in Recce's translation 
of the last edition of the Loodon 
Pbarmsicopseia, under the name of 
" Plaster, ammoniac with quickail- 
ver." The following form the Eiiten 
have found to answer best: — 

Take of ammoniac gum (tke t«ftl- 
drop) half an ounce, with as littler 
water as possible, reduce it into « 
smooth pulp; then add, .of-e&t^Mt 
of hemlock^, half an ounce; .and #6 
the. strong mercurial ointment tbreo- 
drachms. For the cure of receat 
chilblains and for its preventtoo^ 
this plaster is infiUlible. It.doen- 
not require to. be changed ofteofr 
than once a week. It should ' "liii. 
spreiid on soft leather. • 

Mrs. F. will find her Case paxti. 
cularly Hoticed in the <' Supplmeat 
to the 38d. No. of Uiis Woric^*' 

To the query of J. S. ,Ke»pe6ti^( 
the Lock Dbpeasary,. the Editors v«l 
promised a reply . fQp tb^r iioBt 
Number. . . ,^ 

A. B. is referred to the a|8d pa^ 
of the Appendix. He will do right 1^ 
read the introduction with attefltlw. 
Mrs. P. of Liverpool, is no doabt 
correct in terming the case of her 
husband manta. She will act ii^ 
properiy if she does not immediate^ 
pnt him under restraint. 

The Editors acquaint their mndb^ 
esteemed Correspondent at Glbik 
tester, that they have* not 
any mineral water from him 



TO OORBESPONBENTS. 

An '* Old Subfcrlber's*' teaue^t ^W t^ ^ttendeit to ia the next Number/ 
M^Djr letterjs ft4di:^ssed to w Editors faaving beeu destroyed by mistake, 
tbey hope If any fubacitber sbookl not fiodan onswer to bis questions, they 
will not hcsitftie to make aaotjier appUcation, to whicb they will reply 
iomediat^ly by pofltf 

Thefollowing^ommvaicationt have been received :^-» ^ 

Remarka on ifae proceedingn /Of a Court Marticd on Mr, Lindsay— on 
saper-irritative indigestion*-** trip to Ramsgatey for whicb, with the 
following favauTS, the Editors bopa to find ropm in their next number :•«« 
Expeditious means of exciting sa]ivation<-^medical excursion on the 
Coattneat-^itto visit to Nocwicb, iStc. —-ftemarks pn the use of iron cofiirus, 
Jcc.«— tbe Depiford apotheearjf, or the London wstar-^oc/or in confusion-^ 
medieal co()suI(atwnoyer the unfortnnate:Ora9g Outan^— •eflfects of tar iq 
cases of tic doloreux'-toinedi^ail prescriptions— rfr^r^fcai remnrks on 'Squire 
Br^dia^s book OA diseases of Jj^ joints, 460, . ^ 

^*^ CqmtpimleatiQn$ ^o this Work, wid Letters of Consultation, 
are to he «()dresse4 to fS^ Editors, No. 171, Piccadilly. 
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CHEMICAL «c MEDICAL HALL, 171, PICCADILLY, 

Nearljf appoHie B(md Street. 



Tkk KSptablialiment sWias.inatitttted by Rbbob and Co. twenty 
years ago, for the puffioee of supplyinir ihe^ public with Drugs of 
the best quality, find with the choicest Chemical preparations ; and 
for compounding^ JPFesoriptiona with aocuraxy, on the most rea* ^ 
sonabie terms* ' 

The. following Medicine C^iesta, Chemical Reagents, and Apparatus 
for Philosophical experimeata, ere kept properly fitted up for 
differeot Climates. — viz* 

The Family Diapemary. -^Fmt siae, with book of directions, 
(Medical Ourde),;S0/. 8^^. ; second ditto^ 17i. lOt*; third ditto, 
W. \0s. ; fourth ditto, 10/. €ff. ; fifth dilto^ 8/. 19sp ; sixth ditto, 

Tjcpicul Dispensary^ with book of direations (Tropical Medical 
Guide)— first aisse, 161. IQs ; second ditto, 1^1. lbs* ; third ditto, 
10/. 5*. ; fourth ditto, 8/. 5*. 5 

Traveller's Chesty for thi^ Contineiit^ with \)o6k of directions, 
(Medical Companion to difl^rent parts of Europe) ^^ first 
siae, 5/. lOi . ; second ditto, 3/. lOi • 

The Qergymah*Sj ^Qt JFarUh Chitt (on a dheap plan)— first size, 
9/« bs. ; .second ditto, . 8A ^s. / t)ifrd ditto, bl. bs. ; with the 
Medical >Ofiide. 

Sea Madicmi Chesi, for the me of Navy Surgeon9, Capiaius of 
MmhaitfmM) Aic.-^F}rttsu;e)v3S/. 12s. ; second ditto^ 18/. lOs, ; 
third ditto, 14/, tfi. 
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